
shewouldyet takeherrightfulplaceamongthenations. Isometime*
heard Kickham, as well as others, censored for baring aided
Fenianism. Bat ifallthe oiroamstanoesbe considered,one is forced
to conclude thatitwouldhavebeensimply impossible for snobaman
*o stand idly by while such an attempt was being made for the
regeneration of his country. First the Keogh and Badlier party,
avowing,swearing that they werestanooh leaguers,and not onlythat
but professing themselves tobe most ardent anddevoted Catholics,
weretraitors of the blackest die. Any honest man,not tosayone
like Rickbam, would feel as deeply mortified as horrified at the
thought of havingbeenassociatedwithsuch individuals. The agita-
tionof which they weretheabettors,by which theyclimbed to place
and power, and which finally they wreckedand ruined, the pore*
souled Patrick could never afterrememberwithoutnausea,without
disgust andbitterness. Nowonder the verythoughtof snobagitation
sickened him. Secondly,Irelandat this time, i.«., during thedecade
commenting with1853, was,assomeonehas wellsaid," likea oorpse
on the dissecting table." There was no national life. Batashort
time before and she might havestood against the world; then, in
those fifties, none so poor aB to do her reverence. But ashort time
before and therewasauniteddemand that thepowerof theplunder-
ing and exterminating landlords shonld ba wrested from their
tyrannical bands. In1853 there wasscarcely avoiceraised against
them. Itseemed as if the peoplewere convincedthat their chains
could not be broken, and that the slower they moved the less
would they feel the clanking on their heels. Those were dark,
evil, and sorrowful days ; those were— to borrow the words of
LordMacaulay, the"Golden days of the coward, thebigot, andthe
slave." To add to the painandhumiliationof Irishmen,the English
Press gloated over Irish misery and misfortune. The exodus from
the Irishshores washailedwithwild delight by theLondon lima :—
"The Irish were going in thousands," it wrote. Very soon, and
they wereall gooe. That fertile land would very soon"becleared
of allthe vermin." Vlt would be soon rid of the assassins." At
this distance of time and place the writhingagony enduredbymen
like Kickham,eye*witnesses of such foul attrodiiesandexasperating
insults, can scarcely be conceived. The continual ring of theham-
mer of the crowbar brigade, thepeoplegoing awaydaily inthousands
the calumnies of the English Press

—
few will deny thai those things

were sufficient to driveanypeopleto rebellion. The English people
didnot get a tenthof theprovocationwhenthey rose npand tookoft
the head of Charles I. In the pages of history there is noparallelto
the suffering enduredby the Irish. Hence the royal welcomegiven
to Fenianism wben it made its appearance. Itwas baileda9that
which wasoneday to be thedelivererof the country. Kickham and
those whoacted withhim thought they saw in thedistance,marching
to the relief of postrate Ireland,an army fully equipped withall the
munitions of war and well officeredby men"Whose cheeks were brownedby many a sun

Ana ploughed by many a scar,
Their flags weredim with the blood-printsgrim
Of many a foreign war."

Eickham thought it wab only a matter of a very few yearsand the
finest army the world eversaw would be landedon the Irishshores*
The American Civil War had come to a close. Tbonsands of Irish
soldiers andtheirofficerswhohadpulled throughmany a hard-fought
field were then disbanded. Bothofficers and soldiers threw them*
selves heart andaoul intothe Fenianmovement. EventheIrishregi-

1 ments retainedintheUnitedStates Army wereenrolledin theFenian
ranks. Money rolled into the Fenian war-chest from the Irish-
American millions. Eickham was thoroughly convincedthat theday
was not far distant, and he looked forward with an ardent,steadfast
hope to that day when he was sure to bebold the green flag waving
over the conquering lines that marched in battle array beneath the
shadow of Blievenamon. No wonder thathe threw himself into the
Fenianmovement in Ireland and did whathe could to induce his
countrymenat Home toband themselves together inonesolid phalanx,
and tbns be preparedtorender all the assistancepossible totheirkith
and kin— the expected Americans— when they should landonIrish
soil for the purposeof delivering the Old Land from the graspof her
relentless oppressors. One wno knew his country's history so
thoroughly asbe did, whoknew so well theresult of alienrule, who
was the eye-witness of the degradation and misery,of the plunder
andpersecutionunhappy Ireland was then undergoing, and whobe-
lievedhe saw in the movement just inaugurated meanssufficient to
expel the Old Usurperand to establish Irish freedom— who wascon-
vinced thatunder such a regime rebellion bad been for longnotonly
a right,bat evena duty, and who was morally certain of the sucoess
of the enterprise. Such a one could not be reasonably censured for
anyendeavournemight havemade inbringing aboutsucha wisbed-for
consummation. Then, again, though the rising of 1867 resulted in
such amiserable failure

—
if the wordsbe true, as whooandonbt— of

one|whoinvariably opposed the Fenian movement,but who is oneof
Ireland's mostfaithfulhistorians, that"Outof theashes ofFenianism,
out of the shattereddebrit of that enterprise aroseagigantic power,
and 1867 ;bebeld Irish nationality more of a visible and potential
reality than it bad been for centuries,"

—
who will dare assert tbat

Kickham and his compatriots didnot do a greatand good work for
their country ?

(To be concluded.')

for centuries inMonitor, Oonnanght and Leiniter. la the pro*
vioce of Ulster the land lawa were entirely different, The
tenant could not be taxed on his own improvements. If,
for instance, he leased a farm at £60 per annum and in the
coarseof afew years,by an expenditure of labourand capital, the
▼aloe wasincreased to £100 per annum, should he be ejected, the
tenanthad thepower tocompel the landlordto payhim for thein-
creased value. In other words, the increased valne of £50 per
annam was belooglog to the tenant, and he could sell it for
its marketable value. This was the law that obtained with-
in the plantation of Ulster; Hence the landlord could not in
that favoured province come in and increase the rent because the
tenant increased the value of hisholding. But eventheUlster cue.
torn was far frombeingperfect.Iagainquote from *'NewIreland

":— "TheUlster custom," says thelearned aathor," wasalmost exclu-
sively beneficial to the tenaut as long as things went well;bat if
aseriesof adverseseasonscameand the value of farm holdings fell,
the loss wasexclusively his. Before the landlord'sinterest could be
affected to the extent of a shilling the tenant right, equal in value
tothe feesimple, should first be consumed. The rent wasalways a
first charge on the terantright,andas long as at anauction it would
fetch onepenny more than the rent the landlord wasinno way to
suffer by 'bad times.'

"
Suchis A. M.Sullivan's account of theUlster

custom. The "bad times
"

did find out the North as well as the
South. The inability of the Northern fanner to pay the rent to his
Honour was just as apparent as that of the Southern. And his
Honour in theNorth was just as exactingin regard to whathe called
bis legalrights ashis Honour's brother in the South. Hence owing
to the failure of the crops and the exactions of the landlords the
farmers of theNorth, aswell as thOße of the South, wereforced to
place their farmson themarket. The extraordinarydepressionhad
so far depreciated the valueof land that in most cases theholdings
scarcelycovered a sum equalto the landlord's interest. Consequently!
there was nothing left for tbe tenant. The result was that a universal
wail of sorrow went up from everycorner of the island, and this
stateof things in 1850 caused the North and South, the Baßt and
West, tounitein onevast organisation, knownas the Tenant League.
Atsoch a timea man like Kickham could not remain indifferent or
inactive. He jAoad thenew movement,and did all inhis power to
forwardi's interests. Thismovement came to a disgraceful end ;but
it does not some within tbe scope of this paper to refer to it further
than tostate that it became virtually defunct owing to the leaders of
tbe peoplehaving turned traitors

—
one of them,Eeogb, by accepting

tbepost of Solicitor-General,broke the oath he to ik in presence of
thousands never to take tffice from any Ministry who were not
pledged to bring forward a fall measure of justice to Ireland.
Sadleir, another of them,did away withhimself,andis only remem-
beredever since as the swindling suicide banker. There is no period
in Irish history that makes an Irishman blush as this does. The
Keoghs and Sadleirs and their friends werea venal,degradedcrew.
They wereperfecthypocrites. Theyimposed onmany of the bishops'
andpriests. They drovemany of their countrymen to tbe verge of
desperation. Othersbecamethoroughly Bick of agitation. Batthe as-
pirationsof thepure-souledKickham,suffered nocbeck. Wecaneasily
imagine how from out bis eyes flashedthe soul that never quailed as
hesaid in his"Boryof tbeHill."" Yet trust me friends,dearIreland'sstrength,

Her truest strength isstill
The rougb and ready rovingboys
LkeBory of theHill."

Very soon tbenumber of those rough and readyboys was to be
vastly augmented. The Society kaownas tbe Fenian brotherhood
was established asearly as 1862;having for its avowed object tbe
attainment of Irish freedom,by anappealtoarms. JohnG'Mabony
together with another '48 man,J. Stephens, while refugees in Paris
laid tbe foundation of this movement andplanned tbe schemes for its
intended succeed The wholeIrian people athome and abroad were
to be enrolled inits ranks. O'Uahony took uponhimself the Irish in
America, Stephens took Ireland. He started theIrishPeople news-
paperin Dublin as the organ of the movement. MrEickbambecame
oaeof itsprincipal writerß andsupporters. Owing to his great ability
and his vastinfluence, thenewspaper acquired at oncea considerable
standing, anda wide circulation and wielded great power over the
masses. Eickbamwas thereforeoneofthepillarsoftbemovement,and
hence when tbe Government resolved on destroying the power of tbe
Fenianbrotherhoodhe wasamong thefirstBingledout forarrest. Accor-
dinglyhe wastrappedin November1865,andbrought to trial inGreen
streetCourthouse thefollowingJanuary. His convictionwasa foregone
conclusion. His reply in the dock to the usual question mußt not be
omitted here "Ibave endeavoured to serveIreland," he said, "« and
now1amprepared tosuffer forIreland."This speaksvolumes for the
character of tbeman. How unassuming, how retiring, yet withal
what a lion heart beat in his bosom. He wassentenced by Judge
Eeogh, bis former confederate, to fourteen years'penal servitude;
but was released in 1869. From that time till his death in 1882, be
lived more or lees retired,buthis love for Ireland, instead of dimi-
nishing,becamethemore intense,andhis hopesthe moreardent that
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