
improvements. The Warrimoo is 4000 tons burthen. She is 350 feet
long over all, with 43 beam, and has a speedof 17 knots anboor.
For the benefitof persons who suffer fromsea-sickness,a rollingkeel,
which will make her perfectly steady in tbe heaviestsea,has been
fixed on this vessel. She is water ballasted, and has a cellular
bottom,and, therefore,is practically unsinkable. She willcarry 200
saloon and 100 steerage passengers, and will have an unbroken pro-
menade of 270 feet in length." Indeed, judging from Mr Parker's
minute account of thenatureandposition of the saloonand a variety
of other important matters, the vessel isreally a grand anda unique
structure. As to thefares, there willbe a redaction. Messrs Kinsey
andCohave bjenappointedagents for thenew company inCanter-
bury, and the Warrimoo will make a special trip fromNew Zealand
for the Melbourne Cap, andpassengers will be able to liveon board
at hotel pricesduriog the stay of the steamer.

Stormy weatherset inagain onWednesday last,andcoldshowers
have fallen at intervals. From a local paperit appears that severe
weather has been experienceddaring the week at Ashburton andat
Hokitika.

DUNEDIN CATHOLIC LITERARY SOCIETY.
Dublin Notes.

Tub usual weekly meeting of tbe above Society was held in tbe
Christian Brothers' school onWednesday, September 21. The chair
wasoccupiedby thepresident (FatherLynch).

MrT.J. Collins read an essay on "Teeth," explaining their
construction andgiving advice for thepreventionof decay. Human
teeth, he said, are structures of long bony characters, and are
divided into classes according to their functions andexternal con-
figuration,but they bave all certain characters in common. Every
tooth consists of a crown, the portion of which appears above the
gum, a root or roots imbedded in the jaw,anda neck, theportion
which unites the crown and the root. The permanent set, 32 in
number, is made upof four incisors formedfor cutting, twocanines
for cutting and tearing, and four biscuspids and six molars for
grinding tbe food. Caries, or decay of teeth, is by far the most im-
portant of dental diseases. It is a malady universally spread, few
individuals passing through life without an attack in oneormore
teeth. Caries is a process of disintegration, commencinginvariably
at the surface of the tootb,andproceedinginwardly,anddoe entirely
to external agents. The onset of decay is favouredand its progress
hastened by structural defects of common occurrence in theenamel
and dentine,and the crowding and irregularity of the teeth,and by
ihe derangementsof the generalhealth. Ithas longbeenestablished,
Mr Collins said, beyond all doubt, that myriads of micro-organisa-
tions are constantly present in the human mouth,and that these,
under favourable circumstances, are capableof manifestingan action
of tbe utmost significance upon the local and general health. Not
alone are they responsiblefor the vast majority of those diseases and
contiguous parts which the dentalBurgeon is calledupon to treat,bat
they also give rise to other local and general disorders of the most
serious natuie. These various disturbances are produced partly by
the direct action of micro-organisations and their productsnpon the
teeth and mucous membrane of the moatb, partly by swallowing
large masses of bacteria,partly by carrying them into the lungs and
obtaining an entrance into tbe blood. The existence of amost excel
lent nursery for bacteria at the veryportalof the humanbody is afact
whichhasonly recently beguntoreceive tbe attentionwhichits impor-
tance demands. Theactive agentsin the decay of teeth, he asserted,
are acidsandmicro-organisations. Theacids aremainly theproducts
of putrifaction and fermentation set up in fragments of food,mucous*
etc, which are constantly present in tbe mouth. Crowding and
irregularity of the teeth, due to smallness and malformationof
thebones,form apredisposing formof decay. Whilstit is exceptional

birds werecaught. Anoldbird-catchersays thatpersons whointend
to adopt MrWilder's methodof destroyingsparrows should select for
the occasion a verydark night, alsogetseveral persons to beat with
branches the bashes whereinthe birds are roosting.

Thelocal nauseamhas been closed daring thepast weekin order
to make improvements in connection with several exhibits which
have been hithertoalmost concealedin the Moaroom. TheCanter-
bury Museum, itseems, is the onlyone ia the Colony toform acollec-
tionof New Zealand relics which would proveof greatinterest now
and in future, and the curatorhopes that suitable donations of this
olass of specimens will be made. Among the items of this order
already in the museum is the first stirrup iron used ia the Chatham
Islands. Itwasmade abouthalf a century ago, from the handle of a
frying pan, by Mr F. Hunt, and presented by him to the Museum.
Thereare a piece of copper anda nail from tbe wreck of the H.M.B.
Orpheus, and from an old gravein Port Levy a brass plate, which
bears a veryunique inscription. A flint-lock musket, dating back to
the beginning of the presebt century, andbrought to Akariaby the
French in1839, also a flint-lock doable-barrelled fowlingpiece which
the HonJ. Brycepresented once to the Maori king,are tobe seen.
Then therearea fragment of ribbon and someplaitedwoman'stresses
found withamale skeleton inacoffin, made, doubtless,a century ago,
of European timber, and baried in theNew Brighton sands, What
tale do these andother interesting exhibitstell ?

Mr B.Dobbin,president,presided at a fairly-attended meeting
of theCatholic Literary Society on Tuesday evening last. The pro-
gramme consisted of Bhort addresses by members. The Bey Father
Bell made an excellent speech on the labour question. Under the
Southern Cross, he said, two thousandmen and threehundred women,
excited,yelling, cursingandcalling for blood,and armed with sticks*
■tones,heavy bottles and revolvers are battering and crushing the
windows of a passing train. The unarmed citzens in the train are
trying toshelter themselves,and along with themare the constables,
who, exercisedin patienceand heroic discipline, forbear to use their
weapons Then in Pittsburgh, in the landof freedomand under the
Stars and Stripes,are thousands of menout on strike. On one occa-
sion 270 armed detectives in a ship contend with5000 men. The
fight begins on shore. Had thepetroleumoil,wbicb was pouredupon
the water,taken fire, the Pinkerton men would bave been roasted
alive. Tbey surrendered, and many were barbarous'y murdered.
What is all this about? These crowds of menand womenaresolving
the labour question. These events pa9Bunder our eyes,and, for the
sake of humanity, is there do one to speak with authority on the
momentousmatter? He explained fully many important points dis-
cussedin the recent Papal Encyclical on Socialism and on tbe condi-
tion of labour. The Church had in the firat thousand ycara of her
existenceemancipatedthe slaves,andemancipated womanand raised
her toher proper dignity ;and tbe Church alone could settle the
labour question. Who but the immaculate spouse of Christ could
inform mankind that they are the children of God ?

—
Mr W. Holland

followed with a short address on submarine navigation.
—

Mr B.
O'Connor spoke ably oaauoften-askedquestion," What are we to do
withoarboys?"— Mr J. J. Wilson's contention was,though the orator
has greit power, yet the Press influences the massesmore than the
platform.— Mr Dobbin gave an excellent lectareon earthquakes,and
when the discourses were over they were criticisedby Messrs Clark-
■on,Power, and others,

A representativeof a local paperinterviewed,oa Thursday last,
MrE. J. Parker,one ofthe partners ina firm well known inAustra-
lia as largeshipping owners. The object of Mr Parker's visit to this
city,iitoarrange tbe inaugurationof a line of steamers

—
the first of

which willmake the trip early nextmonth
—

between New Zealand
and Australia. "We have built twosteamers," he said," the Warri-
moo,and theMiowera, on tbe latestmethod, and fittedwithall recent
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