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say thatit wotrtfJiw wiseor practicable to set out allthose particu-
lars;bat they sometimes complain that they know nothing about
theprinciplesupon whichit is tobefounded. NowIstate that they
know agreatdealabouttheprinciplesupon whichitis tobe founded,
andfor thatpurpose Igo back to the declarations of1886. Thosedeclarationsitwasmy duty tomakeon thepart of theGovernment
of that year,and they have neverbeen retracted,never disowned,
not a word has everbeen spoken in the wayof recession ofany one
of them(cheers). What westated then was this— that theobject of
such a Bill was togive to Ireland fulland effectivecontrol ofher
ownproperly local affairs (oheers). And then it was my duty to
state theconditions under which, andunderwhich, asfar as we were
conoerned, alone, that controloonld be given, and the conditions
namedby mewerefive. The first of them was thefullandeffective
maintenance of the supremacyof Parliament. NowshallIsay one
word toyon upon that importantphrase" the supremacy ofParlia-
ment

"
? Lord Salisbury Bars itis or willbe inthe case of Ireland a

■ham. Well, is ita thins;unknown to usnow beyond the limitsof
dor owncountry? Have wenot scattered overthe worldanumber
of States,colonial intheirorigin, which have inmore thab one case
swollento nationaldimensions?(cheers). Isit not true that every
oneof those issubject to thesupremacy of Parliament? AndIwant
toknow whether you consider that that aupremacy is or is not a
ihldowor a fiction(cheers). Inmy opinionit is arest,overshadow'
ing. controllingpower (cheers),a power whichis meant tobecailed
Into action should occasion arise, but with respect to which the
prayerof everymanis thatsuch an occasionmaynot come, and tbe
beliefofevery rational man, founded: onexperience,is that such an
occasionneednotcomeand willnotcome(cheers),Imesn the supre-
macy,theoccasionfor theexerciseof whichimports thesmallestinter-
ference withtbelocalfreedomofsuchStatesastbeDominionofCanada
and tbecolonies ofAustralia(obeers). Ifwehad been debating this
question60 yearsagoundoubtedlyit might have seemed insulting to
Ireland, which thenhadeight millions of people,tocompare her witbCanada,whichat, that timeIdonot think had twomillions— hardly,
perhaps,one— or withAustralia, whichwaslikewiselimited toa very
small number of hundreds of thousands. But both Australia and
Canada— Australia is in separateStates, but stillImayvery fairly
speakof themas a political unity— both Australiaand Canada have
grown into national dimensions. Ireland, owing to a variety of
circumstances,among whichIamgrieved tosayIcannot bnt reckon
as one tha unhappysystem of government thathas toooften been
panned towards her (cheers),Ireland has sunk inpopulation while
they have beenrising, and they are now in point of magnitude not
unfit to be compared together. Probably at this moment whileIspeajf. tbe Dominion of Canada has a larger population than the
ancient kingdomof Ireland. Itwould bemonstrous inmyopinion to
suppose that eitherinCanada,orAustralia,or Irelandor anyof these
which are under constitutional local autonomy,thatin any of these
the majority should practise gross injustice against the minority
(cheers). That is a disposition tbat nowhere exists. Itexists no
moreio Ireland— itexists if possible less in Ireland than itdoes or
mightinsomeof thecolonies. It isnot for a moment to besupposed
tbatsuch injustice will be practised,butneither is tobe supposed— if
youare to bringinto view themonstrousand almostincrediblecaseof
its being resorted to

—
neither is it tobe supposed thst then Parlia-

ment would remain inactive and suffer such oppression to remain'
without a remedy (cheers). Now that may be described as thecase
of the supremacy of Parliament,which in1886 wedeclaredto bethe
first andessential condition of the granting of autonomy to Ireland.
The second condition was a fair adjustment of pecuniary burdens.
That seems tohave been not made in principle the subject of objec.
tion. The thirdcondition was the special careof minorities (cheers).
We declaredour intention to go all possiblelengths inconsidering—
aye,io adopting— everyreasonable method of guarantee todefend the
minority as against the possibility of injustice, by wise provision in
t:c local constitution. We made those declarations without the
smallestobjection from tbeNationalists. We evenwentthe immense
length of snyini? tbatpossibly the counties of Down and Antrim, the
only two counties in which the Orange feeling appears to be so
dominant, tbat the language heldaid tbe temper indulged about the
Nationalists of Ireland

—
tbat is, about thebody of thenation

—
seem

topresent the greatestdifficulty in the way of permanent reconcilia-
tion—we evenwent the length of sayiDg thatif a proposalweremade
by Ireland— by these counties of Ireland in particular

—
for the

purpose of severingthem from the restof theircountrymen and keep*
ing them under theBritish Parliament, even tbat proposalought to
bo entitled to respectful and tender consideration (cheers). That
was the third of these conditions. But I am bound to
say, andIsay it in honour of the inhabitants of these counties,
that,as far as they madeany declaration,their declaration was"No ;
we refuse tobe severed from the rest of Ireland." The twocounties—

theydidnotcall themselves the two counties,but tbey are the two
counties whichreturn theprincipal part of the anti-Irishmembers
(laughter) from Ulster

—
said, "No; we don't want to be severed

from tbe btber tbreeprovinces of Ireland, What wedesire is tbat
thecountiesof Ulster whichreturnnothingbut Nationalists,four or

five ooantiei of Ulster,udthe whole of the counties of theother
three provinces,should adoptoar wayof thinking, tarnalltheirown
ideasnpeidedown,readbackwardseverythingthat theyhoped,every-
thing that they wished from the time of their fathers,and join with
us inrenouncing that which has hitherto beenthe dearestpassion of
theirhearts

"
(cheers;. Ithink yonwill beof opinion—loertainly

cannot batbeof opinion— that that is a littletoo much (laughter),
and that to investa handful of persons with that supreme control
over the destinies of a nation is an extravagant that no serious
Parliamentcanundertake to pat intoeffect. Those werethreecon-
ditions. The fourth condition was— and here we had Scotland
especiallyinview— thatnoprincipleshouldbelaid down for Ireland
with respect to which we were not to admit that Scotland, if she
thought fit, wasentitled to claim the benefit (toad cheers). 1day
nothing further upon that subject. The same coarse applied to
England. What we meant and what we contended was that the
principle of political equality between the three countriesinevery
substantial respect,and subject toImperial lawsandconsiderations,
was to remain absolute and inviolate(cheers). The last condition
was thatwe shouldnot proposeamere piecemealorhallwaymeasure,
but something whichshouldreally constitute a substantialsettlement
of along andinveteratecontroversyand shouldgive reasonablehope
of peaceandsatisfactionto the country and freedom fromthe fright-
ful strifeandfrom the intolerableburdenwhich thatcontroversyhas
imposed uponus for thelast6Q years(cheers). Hewhoknows those
fiveconditionsof a domeBuleBillknows already^a greatdealabWt
theHome Bale Bill. One other condition has been suggested to*us
by the voiceof public opinion,and in respect anddeferenoe to that
voice has beenadoptedby us. Youwillreadily perceivethatImean
the retention of an Irish representation at Westminster (cheers).
That wasnot our opinion,bat itwas anopinionwithrespect to which
we felt these two things— first, that the country was entitled to
impose It upon us if it thought fit;and secondly, that the motive
upon which it was founded was a motive in which we our*
selves entirely and absolutely shared

— namely, the desire that
everything should be done to testify to the unity of the
Empire and the supremacy of Parliament (cheers), Again,
ithas beensupposedthat wehave invented some ckbalittic scheme
for the retentionof these Irish members whichis to be wilderand to
alarm everybody, asif it was in our power, forsooth, todo anything
ezcepc grapple in anhonestanda practical spirit with thepractical
difficulties thatall political problems present. We havenevercon-
cealed

—
Ido not conceal now

—
that while the retention of Irish

members has a most valuablemeaning as a living assertion of the
unity of the Empire,itwill,and must be,attended,as far as wecan
see,by certain inconveniences. NowIwill just point out to you
someof the questions that arise in regard to this retentionof Irish
members. As to the mode in which they are to be retained,one
questionthat arises is, areyou toretaina portion of them,or areyou
to retainthe whole of them? lamnot going todiscussthis subject
now;it wouldbe toolong,andmust beineffectual. lamonly going
to state them as lying on the surface of the case,beingpalpableto
every man whogives ita moment's serious orpracticalconsideration.
Thefirstis,shallyouretainthe wholeof theIrishmembersor shalljou
retain apart? Thenext is,shall those who are retainedvote onall
questionscomingbeforeParliament,orshall youecdeavour,ifyouban,
to make a division of questions,and to limit them to one portion,
excluding them from another portion ? The third is, will yon have
for Ireland oneset of members or two? As yoncall it,Ithink, in
the arrangement of a mine, willyou have one shift of labourers or
two? Andanother is, willyouproceeduponthebasisof thepresent
Parliamentary system iv Ireland,thepresentdivisionof the country
into districts, and the present number of its members, or will you
endeavour toreconstruct that system and readjußt it withreference
to its relationswithEngland and Scotland or witb reference toany
other consideration? Now you will at once see thatall these are
practical matters which must be approached in a practical spirit.
They donot raise difficulties of a character to be comparedforone
instant witb thedreadfuldifficulties of thepresentIrishcontroversy
(cheers). We scout wholly the preposterous representationof those
who— mark my words

—
when we get into thisdiscussion,will takenp

these difficultiesand exaggerate themandendeavour toraise'themas
objections to theprinciple of the scheme which weallhaveatheart
(cheers). They arenot of that characterat all. They are secondary
difficulties. They may involve,as almost all practicaladjustments
do involve,certain inconveniences. And how are those to be dealt
witb ? Why, gentlemen, they are tobedealt withby the responsible
Ministers of the Crown, aad if the result of your action and the
result of the action of other constituenciesBbouldbe that a Liberal
Governmentis to be established(cheers),then it will be the obvious
doty of that Government to consider this* importantsubject of the
retention of tbe Irish members in connection with every other
partof the case, to make to Parliament the propositionswhich in
detail they consider upon tbe wholethebest, and to use every effort
in their power to carryitinto law (cheers). NowIhope you will
be able, both inyour ownminds and indiscourse with others, to see
howthis question stands— a purelypracticalquestion,aquestion that


