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say that i ‘wouid'be wise or-practiable to set out all those partica.
lare; but they scmetimes complain that they know oothing abont
the pricciples upon which it is to be founded., Now I atate that they
know a great deal about the principles upon which it is vo be founded.
snd for that purposs Igo back to the declarations of 1886, Those
declarations it wasmy duty to make on the part of the Government
of that year, and they bave never been retracted, never disowned,
not & word has ever besn spoken in the way of recession of any one
of them (cheers), What we stated then was this—that the object of
such & Bilt was to give to Ireland fall and effective control of her
own properly local affairs (eheers). And then it was my duty to
state the conlitions under which, and ouder which, as far as we were
concerned, alone, that conirol could be given, and the conditions
_named by me were five, The first of them wag the full and effactive
rinintenance of the supremacy of Parlisment, Now sball I sy one
word to you upon that importsnt phrase ¢ ths supremacy of Parlis-
ment”?! Lord Balisbury sayn it is or will be in the case of Ireland &
sham, Well, is it » thing nuknown to ne now beyond the Mmits of
out own country? FHave we not scattered over the world & number
‘dt Htates, colonial in their origin, which have in more thah one case
swollen $0 national dimensions? (cheers). Isit not true that every
.omy'ot those ia snbject to the supremacy of Parlinment? And I want
to know whether you consider that that wapremacy s or is nota
‘sh&ddw or & fietion (oliters). Inmy opinion it is a resl, avershadow.
ing. tontrolling power (cheers), s power which fs Meant to be caled
intd sctlon should ccoasion arise, but with respect to which thé
prayer of every man is that such an occasion may not come, and the
beliet of every rational man, founded on experience, is that such an
_occasion need not come and will not come (cheers), I mesn the supre.
macy, the occasion for the exercise of which imports the smallest intars
) ference wfth thelocal freedom of sach States as the Dominion of Oanada
and the colonies of Anstralia (cheers), If we had been debating this
question 50 years ago undonbtediy it might have seemed insuiting to
Ireland, which than had eight miliions of people, to com pare her with
Canads, which at that time I do not think had two millions—~hardly,
perbiape, one—or with Auatralia, which was likewiee limited to & very
small nomber of huodreds of thoneands, But both Australia and
Canads—Aunstralia is in separate States, bat etill [ may vary tairly
spesk of them as & political unity—both Australis and Canadas have
grown into natiogal dimensons. Ireland, owing to a wariety of
circomstances, among which I am grieved to say I cannot bat reckon
as one the nnbappy eystem of government that has too often been
pursned towards her (cheers), Ireland has eunk in population whils
they have beeo risiog, and they ara now in point of magnitude not
nafit to be compared together. Probably at this moment while I
spesk the Domioion of Canada has m larger population than the
sncient kingdom of Ireland. It would be monstrous in my opinion to
suppose that either io Canada, or Aastralia, or Jreland or any of thess
which are under constitutional local autonomy, that in any of these
the majority should practise gross injuetice against the minority
(cheers). That is m disposition tiat nowhere exists, It exista no
mors in Ireland—it exists it possible less in Ireland than it does or
might in some of the colonies, It 18 not for & moment to be snpposed
that such injustice will be practised, but neither ia to be suppossd—it
you are to bring into view the monatrous and almost incredlble case of
its being resorted to—neither is it to be supposed that then Parlia~
ment wounld remain ipactive and euffer such oppression to remain’
without a remedy (cheers), Now that may be described as the case
of the supremacy of Parlisment, which in 1886 we declared to be the
first and essential condition of the granting of avtonomy to Ireland.
The second condition was » fair adjostment of pecuniary burdens.
That seema to have been not made in priceiple the subject of objec.
tion. The third conditicn was the special care of minorities (cheers),
We declared our inténtion to go all possibie lengths in copsidering—
aye, io adopting—every reasonable method of guarantee to defend the
minority as against the poseibility of injustice, by wise provision in
t: e local constitution, We made those declarations without the
smalleat objection from the Nationalisie, We even went the immense
length of enyiog that possibly the counties of Down and Antrim, the
only two couuties in which the Orange fecling appears to be sb
dominant, that the langusge beld and the temper indulged about the
Nationalists of Ireland—that is, sboat the body of the nation-—peem
to present the greatest difficuity in the way of permanent reconcilia. |
tion—we even went the length of eaying that if & proposa! were made
by Ircland—by thess counties of Ireland in particular—for the
purpose of cevering them from the rest of their countrymen nad keep-
ing them uoder the British Parliament, even that propossi ought to
ba ‘entitied to respectful and tender consideration (cheers). That
was the third of theee conditions. But I am boond to
eay, snd I eay it in homour of the inhabitants of these counties,
that, as far as they mads any declaration, their declaration was % No;
we refuse to be severed from the rest of Ireland.” Thae two counties
—they did not call themaalves the two connties, but they are the two
connties which return the pringipal part of the anti-Irish members
(laughter) from Ulster—said, " No; we don't want to be severed
from the otber three provinces of Ireland, What we desire is that

the counties of Ulster which return nothing but Nationalists, four or

five counties of Ulster, and the whole of the conaties of the stber
thtee provinces, should sdopt our way of thinking, turn all their own
ideas npaide down, read backwardy everything that they hoped, every.
thing that they wished from the time of their fathers, and join with
us in renonnciog that which has hitherto been the dearest passion of
their h " (cheers). I think yor will ke of opinion—1I certainly
canoot but be of opinion-—that that is a little too much (lamghter),
and that to invest a handful of persons with that supreme control
over the destinies of s nation is an extravagsnoe that po serions
Parliament can underiake to put into effect, Thoss ware three con-
ditions. Tha fourth condition was—and here we had Bootland
especially in view—that no prineiple shonld be laid down for Ireland
with respect to which we wers not fo admit that Scotland, it she
thought fit, wan entitled to claim the benefit (loud cheers)., Iiay
nothing further wpon that subject. The same coures applied to
England, What we mesnt and what we contended was that the
principle ol political equality botween the three countries in avery
aubstantial respoct, and sabject to Imperial laws and conaiderations,
was to remnin absolute and inviolate (cheers). The last condition
was that we shoald not propose a mere piecemqsl or hallway measure,
but something which should really constitnte & subatantial settlement
of & long and iuveterate controversy and shonld give reasonable hope
of peace and satisfaction to the country sud freedom from the fright.
ful etrifs and from the intolerable burden which that controversy has
imposed npon us for Lthe last 60'years (cheets). He who knows thoss
fiva conditions of a Home Rule Bill knows m..a} a groat deal atout
the Homs Rule Bill, One other condition has been saggested t¢ ua
by the voice of publiv opinion, and in respsct and deference to that
volce has been ndopted by ns. Yon will readlily perceive that I'mean
the retention of an'Irish repredentation at Westminater (cheers),
That was not our opision, but it was an opinion with respest to which
we felt these two things—first, that the conntry was entitled to
impose 1t upon us if it thought fit ; and secondly, that the motive
upon whish it was fonnded was a motive in whichk we our.
selves entirely and absolately shared—namely, the desire that
everything should be done to testify to the unity of the
Ewmpire and the gupremacy of Parliament (cheers), Agsin,
it kas been supposed that we have invented somie cabalistic scheme
for the retention of theso Irish members which is to be wilder and to
alarm everybody, as if it was in our power, forsooth, to do anything
except grapple in an honeat and a practical apirit with the practieal
difficnlties that all political problems present, W¢ have never con-
cealed—I do not conceal now—that while the retention of Irish
members has & most valasble mesning as a living assertion of the
anity of the Empire, it will, and must be, attended, as far as we can
ee, by certain inconveniences. Now I will just poiot ont to yon
some of the questions that arise in regard to this retention of Irish
members, As to the mode in which they are to be rotained, one
question that arises is, are you to retain a portion of them, or are yon
to retain the whole of them? I am not going to discuss this subjeot
now ; it woeld be too long, aud must be ineffactual, I am only going
to state them ae lying on the sarface of the case, being palpabls to
every man who gives it & moment's serious or practical consideration,
The firat is, shall you retain the whols of the Irish membets or shall you
retain a part? The pext is, shall those who ate retained vote onall
questions coming befora Parliament, or sball you ecdeavour, if you can,
to make a division of qaestione, and to limit them to one portion,
exsluding them from ancther portion? The third is, will yon hava
for Ireland one set of wembers or iwo? As you callit, I think, in
the arrangement of a mive, will you have one shift of Isbourers or
two? And another is, will yon proceed npon the basis of the present
Parliameatary aystem in Ireland, the present divislon of the conntry
into districts, and the present tumber of its members, or 'will yoo
endeavonr to reconstroct that eystem and readjua'trtg with reference
te ite relations with Exgland and Bcotland or with “reference to any
other coosideration? Now you will at once see that all these are
practical matters which must be approached in & practical spirit,
They do not raise difficulties of & character to be compared for'one
instant with the dreadful dificultics of the present Irish controversy

(cheers). We scont wholly the preposterous representation of those
who—mark my words—when we get into this discuasion, will 14ke up
theee dificulties and exaggerate them and endeavour to raise' fhem an
objections to the principle of the scheme which we all have al heart
(cheers), They are not of that charaater at all. Tbsy are secondary
difficulties. They may lavolve, as almost all prasticsl adjustments
do involve, certain inconveniences. And how are those to be dealt
with! Why, gentlemen, they are to be dealt with by the responsible

Ministers of the Crowao, and it the result of yonr action and the

regult of the action of other constitnencies should be that a Liberal

Grovernment is to be eatablished (cheera), then it will be the obyicus

duty of that Government to coosider this important subject of the

retention of the Irish members in connection with every other

part of the case, to make to Parliament the propositions which in

detail they consider upon the whole the best, and to use avery effort

in their power to carry it into Jaw (cheers). Now I hope you will

be able, both in your own minds and in discoures with others, to see

bow thig question stands—a purely practical question, a question that



