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the suppression and ruin of the business, The demcerativ Govern.
ment of France favours an atheistic democracy only. All others, in
their eyes, are anfit, not only to rule, but even 1o live.

Seotcy Hotes.

ATTENTION has recently been drawn to the well of St Queran, which
is situnted near Dumfries, on the Maxwelltown side of the river Nith,
and whick, some years ago, wag restored by the proprietor of the
estate containing its eite, from being s watering hole for cattle to the
condition of & properly-kept well, Recently a cleariog out of the
well bas brought to light, among tke rubbish, several pieces of the
copper coinage of the realm, and the proprietor, a Mr Dud geon, who is
aleo a devoted antiquarian, is curfous as to bow they got there. He
relates that, on his firet nndertsking the restoration of the well, a
gilver coin of the reign of the Eaglish Kiog Edward 111, was found
among its eurroundings. The question that now disturbs him ig as
to whether the Catholics of the neighbonrhood are in the habit of
meking offerings there—n probability that seems to him enhainced
by the discovery among the coins of some medals of the Blesged Vir-
gin. 8t Queran, ne in stated on & board near the well, was a saint of
the eighth century, and the water at the present day is believed by
some people to be endowed with bealing qualities,

As an illustration of the value of land in Beotland we may state
the case of General Farquharson’s estate of Bredar in the Donside
district of Aberdeenahire, which has just been sold for the sum of
#26,730. The es'ate canslsts of 2,000 acres, and yiclde & rental of
#£1,800, The price paid, therefore, does not seem exorbitant,

The Primrose League bas delighted of late to honour certain of
their Beotch dames, The postof difficulty, if not of danger, cccapied
by thess ladies, no doubt, pointed them out as objects deserving of
ppecial recognition, The Grand Conncillors have, therefure, awarded
epecial service clasps to Miss Macmaster and Mesdames Sloan,
Lambie, Archibald, aud Gillies, ot the Ballochmyle Habitation,
The Honourable Order of the Grand Btar hes been awardeg to Lady
Btrathallan, of the Aughterarder Habitation,

On the other band, & branch of the Women's Liberal Assoeiation
for the border ecountics has bsen inangurated at Berwick., Lady
Fanny Marjoribanks presided on 1he oceasion, and Lady Aberdesn
delivered an address. Her Ladyship said [t wag the people of Ber-
wickshire who had first made ber & politician. S8he added that the
70,000 or 80,000 women, who had banded themselves together since
1886, must do much towards premoting the vic ory of the Libersls,
Yady Grey moved a vote of corfidence ia Mr Gladetone. Lord Aber-
deen slso addressed the mieling—e ndemning the Ulster confercnce
a8 an Ora pe demonstration,

A lively scene recently took place in a church at Deeside, where
B conteat came off berween rival precentors. The bat'le was fonght
by singing, either rival giving out a different pealm, and the congre-
gation divided their wocal forces, Tre precentor who was finaly
cutroared lelt the church amid a dumonstration more stirring than
piovs, and that would have dome b mour to the * gude™ in a
theatre.

Great distress prevails in Bhetland, where, owing to a fajlure of
the fisheriee on the West Coast, a large number of men are out of
work. The failure reems priscipally due to sa tl)-judged and ill.
managed excbange of thz boa 8 formerly in use for otlers not so Buit-
abie, The take of cod and ling this year falls short by £6000 of that
of last year. The bupe 18 that some energetic capitalists will stepin
and, in their owo intereats, provide the craft and othor things neces-
sary for smecdment,

For come time the '‘eudden snd awful appearanc s " of & mer-
maid off the const of 1ke parisb of Deernees ia Oikney, bave occasioned
wonder, and withal erme dismay, among he uneophisticated inhabi.
tants. The creature is said to be apparently easy to capture, So far,
bowever, r one have been fonund brave ¢nough to ek interference with
ber. A curious gentletman in the South has now offered £200 for her
person, dead cr alive, and, cons quently, preparations for a b zirdous
attempt Lhave been taken in baod,

The town of Iaverkeithing has been much moved by & macifeste,
tion of the dynamite fiand. An ffurt was made, the other day, from
gome motive not 8 yet revealed, to blow up .. houar there—ihe resalt
being & good deal of nvise and ecma damage o windows, Tiere
were no more serious effects, but the sen.ation cansed wus « Xtreme,

The inavguration at Old Cumnock of & monument to a famous
Covepanter known as Peden the Prophet, bas been the oceasion of
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again brioging out Professor Blackie in full fores, The Professor
performed the ecremony and delivered an address in which he dealt
bardly with the memory of the Btoarts, He said tbey had entered
into an irfamous coorpiracy to crush all msnbood and iibarty in the
conziry by turniog Bcotchmen into Eaglishmen, He further stig-
waliged them as a compound of foxea and tigers, Preiacy also came
in fora few hard knock: fvom the learned speaker, The Rev D¢ James
Kerr of Glasgow, who was another of the speakers on the occasion,
recommended that the stool of Janet Geddes, which, he said, was still
preserved shoold be barl ed at the head of Presbyterians who wera the
readers of prayer books. On the whole the memory of the prophetic
Covennoter was honoured in tolerably strong languags. But were he
#till in the flesh perhaps e would not feel the less flattered on that
agcount.

The result of the General Election ia Glasgow (anys the Qhserver
of July 9) is no gain to Home Rule, Ho far aa the ¢ily counts, the
Liberal army is still content with markiog time. In the four divi-
gions atill held by Mr Gladstone's followers the majorities are either
in gubatanze the same as formerly, as in Bridgeton, or else largely
increased usin College, Blackiriars, and 8¢ Rollox. In Cawmlachia
and Tradeston our allies bave made gifte of the seats to their enemies
and oors, We have no title, perhaps, to offer & criticism on Liberal
management, but we trast we will be pardoned for observing that the
dieasters of Tradeston and Camlachie,jjand especially the latter, wers
entirely preventible, If there existed in these, or in &ll British con-
siitnencies, & machinery eguivalent to our National conventions ad
bome the interests of our allies would be more scenrely safegnarded
and Liberal energy coneolidated to the direction of Libera! enccess,
As matters ataud the bestowal of the seats to the Tories was whally
gratuitoss. The Traleston Liberals have only themselves to thank
for losing the division by the misdirection of some eighty votes.
Their defeat iz the reward of waoton and even contumacions pro-
cregtination, In Camlachie the defeat has to be seconnted for in
large measare by the misplaced tenderness of the party managers
toewards Mr Cunninghame-Graham, The local leaders scted with
promptitade acd energy, but the party wirepullera displayed towards
their deserter s deference or something softer that was both unde-
served on his part and mischievouns in its public effact,

The Glasgow Observer gives the following details relating to
Catholic Bohools in Bcotland, as furnished by the Blue Book for the
year ended Beplember 30, 1891 :—The number of Catholic schools
has inerensed during the year by eight. There are now 174 schools
in the country, of whick number 166 weare examined-duriag the period
mentioned above, These 174 schools are made op of 237 departments
—27 bay#’, 25 girle’, 43 infants’, and 142 mixed schoole, , 0 A
very high percentage of our schools earn the higher grant (Is 6d) for
discipline. The excellent mark was given to schools with 35,660 in
avernge attendance, or 85'12 per cint. of the whole. The shilling
grant was only given to 11-88 per cent., or on an averags of 4792 out
of the whole school examined, In this the Catholic Schools show a
bighr return than Roard Schools, where the percentage was 7896
and 20'69 respectively, Only two schools were refused the grant for
Euglish. Five lost ihe geography grant, but 1he bistory was earned
in the 85 schools taking it. One hundred and forty-four schools
earned the higher graot for English, 140 for geography, and 65 for
history, One hundred and six Calholic Schools teach three class
sabjects, T4 take two, and seves take ona subjaet, Twenty-five
departments earped the higher grant for sewing, Tke cookery grant
of foursbillinge was paid for 604 girls, and 63 girls carned the Jower
grant.  OfF the three grants, ¥ fair,” ** good,” and * excetlent for the
standard subj-cts, 7 84 per cent, of the number in average attendance
received the luwest mark, 66 96 were marked ™ good,” and 2520 as
“excellent.” Above Standard IiL the 35 64 grant waa paid on an
average of 553 scholars, or 11 27 per ceut, as compared with 13 63 in
Board echools.
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(From our Exchangeas.)
THE tweed macfacturing industry is looking up since the manu-
faciurcrs came to understand that the public wanted something
besides old-fasbioned designe and work, Very neat and artistic
patterna have heen mtioduced, an | things are booming in the twead
factories at Biarney, Athlone snd Limerick. Boma bu.in:ss in that
tire is done in Dublin, but it is of Iittle aceount,

The arwy is makiog a giievous drain on Iteland, The reckless
darh of military Iife has a charm for the avernge Irish jouth, many
of whum are lurad to the service by the fact that most distinguished
positions in the army have been fille { by their own countrymen, Tha
two most prominent (fficers on the active hst to-tay are Geaeral Sip
GQarnet Wolse'y and Geaeral 8ir Frederick Roberts, The form_r wag
a Dublin boy and the latter was born in Waterford,

1 ALl Kinds of Wit L, 2 on ke, cte, Lepuirid wider

Ty 0wl 8N v slon,

Vid deweiiory Bought, made up into Fashiopable Desigus, or Exchanged.



