
(Prom our Exchanges.)
The tweed maofacturine: industry is looking up since the manu-facturers came to understand that the public wanted somethingbetides old-fa&bioned designs acd work. Very neat and artistic
patterns have been intio.luced, an 1 things are booming in the tweedfactories at Blarney.Athlona and Limeriok. Soma bu.injss in that
liic is done in Dublin, butit is of littleaccount.

The army is makiog a grievous drain on Ireland. The reckless
daeh of military life has a charm fm the avernge Irish jouth,many
of whom are lured to the service by the fact that most distinguished
positions in the armyhave been fille 1 by their owncountrymen. The
two most prominent (fficere on the activebst to-layare Genera] Sir
Garnet Wolse'y and General Sir FrederickBobfrts. The former was
a Dublin boy and the latter was born in Waterford.
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the suppression andruin of the business. The democratic Govern-mentof Prance favours anatheistic democracy only. All others,intheir eyes,are unfit,not only torule,buteven to live.

Scotch Notes.
Atotntionhas recentlybeendrawn to the wellof St Queran, whichis situatednearDumfries,on theMaxwelltownside of the riverNith,
and which, some years ago, was restored by the proprietorof the*estatecontaining itssite, from being a wateringhole for cattle to thecondition of a properly-kept well. Recently aclearing out of thewellhas brought to light, among the rubbish,several pieces of thecoppercoinageof therealm,and theproprietor,a Mr Dudgeon, whoisalsoadevoted antiquarian,iscurious as tobow they got there. Herelates that,on his first undertaking the restoration of the well asilvercoinof thereignof the EnglishKingEdward111., was foundamongits surroundings. The question thatnowdisturbs him is asto whether the Catholics of theneighbourhood are in the habit ofmaking offerings there— a probability that seems to him enhancedby the discovery amongthe coins of some medals of the Blessed Vir-gin. St Queran,as is stated ona boardnear the well, wasa saint oftheeighth century,and the water at the presentday isbelievedbysomepeopleto be endowed withhealinsr qualities.

As an illustrationof the value of landin Scotland wemay statethe case of GeneralFarqubareon'sestate of Bredar in the Donsidedistrict of Aberdeensbire, which has just been sold for the sum of£26,730. The estate consists of 2,000 acres, and yields a rentalof£1,300. The pricepaid,therefore,doesnot seemexorbitant.
ThePrimroseLeague baadelighted of late tohonour certain of

their Scotch dames. Thepostof difficulty,ifnot of danger, occupiedby these ladies,no doubt,pointed them out as objects deserving ofspecialrecognition. The Grand Councillorshave, therefore,awarded
special service clasps to Miss Macmaster and Mesdames Sloan,Lambie, Archibald, and Gillies, of the Ballochmyle Habitation.TheHonourable Order of the Grand Star has been awarded toLady

'
Strathallan,of the AucbterarderHabitation.

On the other hand,abranch of the Women's Liberal Associationfor the border counties has baen inaugurated at Berwick. Lady
Fanny Marjoribanks presided on the occasion, and Lady Aberdeendelivered an address. Her Ladyshipsaid it was the peopleof Ber-
wickshire who had first made her a politician. She added that the !
70,000 or 80,000 women, whohad banded themselves together since J1886,must do much towards promoting the vie ory of theLiberals.Lady Grey moved a voteof confidecce in Mr Gladstone. Lord Aber-deen also addressed the meeting— c<ndemnirg the Ulster conferenceas anOra ge demontrration.

A lively scenerecently took place ina church at Deeside,wherea contest came off between rival precentors. The batie wasfoughtby singing, either rivalgiving out a different psalm,and the congre-gation divided their vocal forces. Tne precentor who was final.y
outroared left the church amid a ditnonstiationmore stirring thanpious, and that would have done b.nour to the 4( gods

""
in atheatre.

Greatdistress prevails in Shetland, where,owint? to a failure of
the fisheries on the West Coast, a large Lumber of men areout ofwork. The failure teems principally due to an ill-judged and ill.
managed exchangecf tha boa s formerly in use for otLers not so suit-
able. The takeof cod and ling tbis year falls short by £6000 of thatof last year. The bopa is that some entirgetic capitalists will step inand, in their owu interests, provide the craft andoth.r things neces-
Bary for amendment.

For tome time the
"

sudden and awful appearances" of a mer-maid off the coast ofthe parishofDeernef s inOikney,have occasionedwonder, and withalsomedismay, among the unsophisticated inhabi-
tants. The creature is said to be apparentlyeasy to captuie. So fr.rhowever,ronehavebeen foundbr*veenough tomk interference withher. A curious gentleman in theSouth has now offered £200 for herperson,dead or alive,and, cons,quently, preparations for a h zirdousattempt have been taken in baud.

The town of luverkeitbinghisbeen much moved by a muiifestation of the dynamite fiend. Aneffort was made, the other day, fronisomemotive not,a yet revealed, toblow up.. house there— the resultbeing a gooddeal of noise and ecme damage to windows. Ti erewereno moreserious effects, but the sensation caused was ixtreme.
The inauguration at Old Cumnock of a monument to a famous

Covenanter known as Peden the Prophet, has been the occasion of

agaio bringing oat Profesbor Blackie io full force. The Professorperformed the ceremony anddelivered anaddress ia wdiohhe dealthardly with the memoryof the Stuarts. He said they had enteredinto an infamous conspiracy tocrush allmanhood and liberty in the
country by turning Scotchmen into Englishmen. Ho farther stig-
matised them as a compound of foxesand tigers. Prelacy alsocamein forafew hardknock ifrom thelearnedspeaker. The EavDr JamesKerr of Glasgow, who wasanother of the speakers on the occasion,
recommended that tha stool of JanetGeddes, which,he said, waa stillpreservedshouldbe hurl edat theheadof Presbyterians who were the
readers of prayerbooks. On the wholethememory of the prophetio
Covenanter was honouredin tolerably stronglanguage. But were bestill in the flesb perhapshe would not feel the less flatteredon that
account.

The result of theGeneralElection,ia Glasgow (says the Observerof July 9) io no gain to HomeRule. So far as the citycounts, the
Liberal army is still content withmarking time. In the four divi-
sions still held by Mr Gladstone's followersthe majorities areeither
in substance the same as formerly,as in Bridgeton,or else largely
increased asin College, Blackfriars, andSt Rollox. InCamlachie
andTradestonourallies havemade gifts of the seats to their enemies
andours. We have no title, perhaps, tooffer a criticism onLiberal
management,bat we trust wewill be pardonedfor observing that thedisastersof Tradeston andCamlachie,||andespecially the latter, wereentirely preventive. Ifthere existedin these,or in allBritish con.Btituencieß, amachinery equivalentto our National conventions at
homethe interests of our allies would be more Becurely safeguarded
and Liberalenergy consolidatedto the direction of Liberal succesß.As mattersstand the bestowal of the seats to the Tories was wholly
gratuitous. The TraiestonLiberals have only themselves to thankfor losing the division by the misdirection of some eighty votes.Their defeat is the reward of wanton and even contumacious pro-
crastination. InOamlachie the defeat has to be acconnted for in
large measure by the misplaced tenderness of theparty managers
towards Mr Cunninghame-Graham. The local leaders acted with
promptitudeacdenergy,butthe party wirepullersdisplayed towards
their deserter a deference or somethingsofter that wasboth unde-
served on his partand mischievous inits public effect,

The Glasgow Observer gives the following details relating toCatholicSchools in Scotland, as furnished by the Bine Book for theyear ended September 30, 1891 :— The number of Catholic schools
has increased during the year by eight. There arenow 174 schools
in the country,of whichnumber 166 wereexaminedduring the period
mentioned above. These174 schools aremade upof 237 departments
—27 boys', 25 girls', 43 infants', and 142mixed schools. ... Avery high percentage of our schoolsearn thehigher grant (Is 6d) fordiscipline. The excellent mark was given to schools with35,550 inaverage attendance, or 8812 per cent,of tho whole. The shilling
grant wasonly given to 11-88 per cent.,or onan average of 4792 outof the whole school examined. In this theCatholic Schools show abightr return than Board Schools, where the percentage waa78-96and 20-69 respectively. Only two schools were refused the grant forEnglish. Five lost the geography grant, but the history was earned
in the 85 schools taking it. One hantlred and forty-four schoolsearned the higher grant for English, 140 for geography, and65 for
history. One hundred and six Catholic Schools teach three classsubjects, 74 take two, and seven take one subject. Twenty-five
departments earned the higher grant for sewing. The cookerygrant
of four shillings was paid for 604 girls, and 63 girls earned thelower
Kranr. Of the three grants," fair," "" good," end

"
excellent

"
for thestandard subjects,7 84 per cent,of thenumber in averageattendancereceived the low< st mark, 66 96 were marked "good," ami 25-20 as"

excellent." Above Standard 111. the 3* 6d grant waa paidon atxaverageof 553 scholars, or 1127 per ceut,as compared with13 63 inBoard schools.
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