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LIFE AND TIMES OF DANIEL O’CONNELL,
——————

A LECTURE RECENTLY DELIVERED AT AUCKLAND UNDER
THE AUSPIOES OF THE OATHOLIO LITERARY BOCIETY
BY THE HON J, A, TOLE,

( Conoluded.)

0'Connpell, though not generslly snderstood—any mora than
Ourran, perbaps—to bave been a profound lawyer, posseased every
requisite of & barrister of the highest reputation, and with hardly an
exception waa the ablest man at the Irish bar, His greatest forensic
effort is sald to have been his defence of John Magee for libel ; but
all bin speeches should be raad by the young men of this Bocicty, and
¥ou will derive instruction, pleasure and profit from them, You may
not always experience highly-finished and elaborately-perfect ora-
tory, or massive phrases ; bot you will recogniss the ready wit and
powertal elagquence of the tongne that responds to the promptings of
the true, tender, and patriotic heart and glowing miod ; and you
will arise from the pernsal of 0'Connell’s speeches wishing you could
speak as well, Tiy to do o, Though O'Connell was capable of
highest oratory whenever the spirit and occasion required, he also
possessod a quality of speech in the other extreme to which only
those endowed with his extraordinary versatility could, with safety to
their method of diction, venture to descend, And in thia connection
I may, ar I suppose & patron ought to do, offer & word of advice to
the young men of this Literary Bociety, and, locking at the political
atmosphere, even to the young ladies, and it ia this, that it you desire
or hope to become good speakers, next to the acquirement of the
facility of epeaking, yon should always in your ordinary conversation
and speech talk at your best. I do not mean by this, that you are to
talk on every occasion with that precision and style of rhetoric which
is empioyed on more formal occasions, but that you are to avoid
falling into the nse of slang, and a careless or vulgar choice of words
and mode of expression, which though apt enough, perhaps, in a

oertain sphere, will most assnredly prove s serions and embairassing | away with you, you micher from Munster,

“ Two pence, your grandmother ! ” replied Mrs Biddy ; ¥ do you
mane to say that it’s chating the psople Iam? Impostor, indeed t*

" Ay, impostor ; and it's that I call you ta your teeth,” rejoined
0'Conuell.

# Qome, out your stick, yon cantankerous jackanapss.”

“Keep a civil tongue in your head, you old dizgonal,” oried
0'Cennell, ¢almly.

" 8top your jaw, you pug-nosed badger, or by this and that,”
cried Mrs Moriarty, * I'll make you go gunicker nor you came,”

“ Dou't ba in & passion, my old radius—anger will only wrinkle
your beanty.”

By the hokey, il you eay another word of impudence, T'd tan
your dirty hide, you bastely common porub ; and sorry I'd be to soil
my fists upon your carcase.”

“Whew | boys, what a passion old Biddy isio; I protest aal
am & gentleman——"

“Jintleman ! jintleman ! the likes of you & jintlemant Wisha,
by gor, that bangs Banaghsr, Why, you potato-faced pippin-sneecer,
when did a Madagascar monkey like you pick enough of common
Christian dacency vo hide your Kerry brogue 1 "

" Hasy now—easy now,” cried O’Connell, with imperturbabls
good humonr, *doa’t choke yourselt with fine language, yon old
whiskey-driaking parallslogram "

“ What's that yon call me, yon murderin' villian?" roared Mra
Moriarty, stung into fury.

. . “Icall you,” anawered O'Connell, * parallelogram ; and a Dablin
judge and jory will say that it’s no libal to call yon so ! ™

 Oh, tare-an-ouns [ holy Biddy! that an honest woman like me
should be called a parrybellygram to her face. I'm none of your
parrybellygrams, you rascally gallows-bird ; yon cowardly, sneaking,
plate-lickin' bliggard ! "

“ Oh, not yon, indeed ! " ratorted O’Connell ; ¥ why, I supposs
you'll deny that yor keep & Aypothenuss in your honse.”

*“It's a lie for you, you robber ; I never bad such a thing in my
house, you swindling thief."

* Why, sure all yonr neighbours know very well that youn keep
not only a hypothennse, but that you have two diameters locked up
in your garret, and that you go ount to walk with them every Sunday,
you beartiess old keptagon.”

“Oh, hear that, ye eaints in glory! Ob, there's bad lsoguaze
from a fellow that wante to paes for a jintleman, May the divil iy
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impediment to the ready and elegaut flow of languages from an habit.
nally-choice vocabulary, I give this advice from my own obser-
wation, In my experience of speakers, the men and women Who
#poke best and most charmingly were those who alweys in conver-
sation or in telling a story, or making a speech, talked at their best
In the way I mention, One notable illustration of what I mesn is
onr Bir George Grey—who on ail occasions, whetber in private or on
the platform, speaks with that ease, appropriateness, and elegance
which we all 80 much admire, Lady Wilde says that O'Conuells
charming and enchanting ss he wae, could fight with sll weapons,
 from & boomerang (I should have thomght from a shillelagh) to a
jewelled bodkin,” and sometimes adopted a coarseness of speech when
bold ; doubtless, the outcome of the serfdom of his conntrymen of the
time, and the necegsity of accustoming them to fight the dominant
oppressing factions with their own weapons, Hence, 0'Connell had
acquired ths great power of invective and vituperation, and was
sometimea matohless as a ecold, An instance of this, vonched for as
historical truth, thovgh possessing featares of vulgarity, is so charac-
teristic of his lighter moods of fun, and forme so memorable an
incident in his life that I must nct omit it. There waa A certain
Biddy Moriarty in Dublin, who kept a hnxter's stall jon one of the
quays opposite the Four Courts, Bhe had s notorionsly * bad
tongue,” and its slang and abuse were proverbial. Some of O'Coa-
nell's friends one day thought he could beat her with her own wea-
pons ; O"Connell doubted it himself, having beard her Billingsgate
opce or twice, But he never liked defeat, and backed himself to
encounter the virago, and it wae decided that the event ghould coms
off at once. An adjournment was accordingly made to the huxter’s
stall, the owner herself in charge of her small wares, snd a few
loungers and idlers bangiog ronnd the stall—lor Biddy was ons of
the sights of Doblin, O'Conoell commenced the attack.

% What's the prioa of this walking.stick, Mre What'a-yonr-name 7"

u Moriarty, sir, is my name, and a good oge it is ; and what bave
you to aay agen it! and one-and-sixpence's the price of the stick.
Troth, it's chape aa dirt—so it ia.”

# One-and-sixpence for a walking-stick-——whew ! Why, you are
Do better than an impostor, to ask eighieen pence for what cost yon
two penca”.

4 Ah, you can't deny the charge, you miserable submultiple of »
duplicate ratio.”

s Go, rinse your mouth in the Liffey, you nasty tickle-pitcher ;
after all the bad words you speak.

¢ Rinse your own tmootb, you wicked-minded old polygon—to the
deace I pitch you, yon blustering intersection of a supertiices | "

“ You sancy tinker's apprentics, if you don’t ceass your jaw, I'll
——"  But here she gagped for breath, anable to hawk np any more
words, for the last volley of O'Conpell had pearly stifled her.

“ While I have a tongue I'll abuse yon, you most inimitable
periphery. Look at ber, boys! There she stande—a convioted per-
pendicular in petticoata | There's contemination in ber eciroumfer-
enoe, and she trembles with guilt down to the extremes of her corol-
larics. Ab, yon're found out, you reetilineal antecedent and eguian-
gular old bagl 'Tis with you the devil will fiy awsy, you porter-
swiping similitude of the bisection of @ vortex ! "

Overwhelmed with this torrent of lauguage, Mre Moriarty was
silenced, Catching up a sancepan, she waa aiwing it at 0'Connell's
head, when be very prudently made a timely retreat. ' You have
won the wager, O'Connell, here’s your bet,” cried the gentlernan who
proposed the contest.

It is doubted if Biddy was fully reported ; at any rate it wasan
uneqoal match, inasmuch as O,Connell's attack was plaoned,

I have said O'Connell was bold in speech—he was also physically
courageous, This guality in his character wae called forth in the
duelling days of 1815. At ome of the numerous Oatholic meetings
held st that period, Counsellor O'Connell said, I am coavinced that
the Catholic cause has suffered by neglect of discussion, Had the
petition been last year the subject of debate we should not now see
the beggarly Cotporation of Dublin anticipating our efforta by &
petition of an opposite direction.”” A Mr D'Esterre, a member of the
Corporation, took offence at the expression, “ beggarly corporation,”
which, now-a-days, would not distarb the equanimity of corporstions,
and he championed their cause. He requested an explanation from
0'Connell, whe, in reply, emphasised what he called bie ** contemp-
tuons feelings for that body in its corporate capacity, although it
contains mapy valuable parsons, whosa conduct ms individuals (I
lament) must necessarily be confounded in the acta of the geoeral
body.” This was the only satisfaction O'Connell vouchmafed to
D’Eslerre, except that at abuet 4 o'clock one moraing in Janoary,



