
Itis not astonishing that themeetingheldatBrokenHill,subse-
quent to that of the shareholders at Melbourne, showed a firmerfront. It was recommended that the line of pickets should bejstrengthened, and the resolution of holdingout to the ntmost was!reaffirmed.

The strike at Broken Hill and the events connected with itshould go far towards recommending to publicfavour the IndustrialConciliationBillnowbefore theHouse of representativesat Welling-ton, and which has been read a second time. A very importantprovision of theBill is that making arbitration compulsory,but towhich,inseveralinstances, exceptionhas been taken. Itis difficult,nevertheless, to see how the measurewould be otherwiseeffective.'What likelihood, for example, would therebe of influencing the dis.positions of the Broken Hill directors and shareholdersby alittle"mild persuasion,eventhough it were authorisedby law ? And whocan question the justice of compulsorily keeping those directorsandshareholders to their agreement ?

The following pleasantBketchof the stateof things inQueens-land is taken from the Sydney Workman:— "This is the state ofQueensland to-day ? In from the West the Chinese are swarmingunchecked, from the East the Kanaka current flows. To theNorththe pearl-shelling industry is already in the handsof Asiatics,whoareslowly workingsouthward and driving the whites before them,tosay nothing of Javanese and Japanese. And from before the vastbesetting waveof servile labour, with all its manifold evils, thewhite laboureris beingdriven southwardtodoubly swell the already
congested Soulhern labourmarkets,or remains behindtosink downamid the degradation that must overwhelmhim and drownhiminits turgid current."

This is a cablegram under date Sydney, August 12 :— "TheBrokenHill strikers aredrawing £15,000 worth of supplies weekly.The leadersassert that theyhave.sufficient to carryonwithfor threeor four months, even if they receive no farther assistance." Wedoubt the figures. The number of strikers is 6,000, and it wascalculated that supplies couldbe given from the special storesat therateof sevenshillings a weekper man. That wouldamount toasumof £1,750. Allowance must be made, besides,for womenandchil-dren. The whole earnings of the men,however,workingconstantlyat thehighest figure, i,e., £3 a week, wouldonly amount to £15,000'
—and the average earnings were £2. Somewhereor another, thenthere is evidently a mistake. What can be its object, if ithas one?

'
The Governmenthavegranted amonth'sextension of thelabourconditions to the BrokenHillmine owners. This preventstheminesreverting to the State through failure to performa certainamount otwork on theproperties." Were itoDly tohindertheconsequencesofan attempt to introduce "blacklegs," the Governmenthave actedwisely. Themine-owners, nevertheless,deserve littleconsiderationTheir conducthas been exceptionallybase.

*

We are informedby acablegram under date,New York,August11, that the Pittsburgmillsare employing 40,000 men,and, with theexception of Carnegie's,have conceded thedemandsof the unions.
The Comte de Mun, although an hereditary adherent of theRoyalist cause,has readily accepted the decision of the Popeas toallegiance to the Republic. "The Pope," he says, "has arisen tohold out his hand to thepeople, toproclaim the rights of the work-

ing man, and to tell the rich and powerful whatare their dutiestowards the poor and the feeble. On this page, writtenas it wereby thePapacy on the frontispieceof the coming age, a last word waswanting. Leo XIII.has written this wordinurgingFrenchCatholicsto accept without reserve the political form ofgovernment whichFrench democracy has chosen." «Is itnot the Pope,"he continnes"" who says to thepeople,'They have tried to separate you frommeby tellmg you that in order tobe rich and powerfulit wasnecessaryfor you to break away from the old faith thatmade your fathers freeand protected them against the strong and the powerful; Theydeceiveyou who say that the Church isyour.enemy. Behold me thesuccessor of the Apostles, the living representative of Him Whoblessed thepoor oa the mountain, Isay to you,the people,come Ihold out my arms to Teceive you withyour faults anderrorsas youare. Ialonocan giveyou what youseek, that is,justice andpeace.'"
Among the more recent manifestationsinFrance of anti-Catho-lic rancourhas been an attack made in theChamberonan industrialassociation formed in the interests of Catholic workingmenin theDepartment dvNord, andknownas"NotreDamede l'Usine." Therules of the factory included religious observances, and, notwith-standing the aid given by it to workingmen,many of whom wereprofitably employed, the enmity of theparty hostile to religion.wasincurred. The consequence has been a resolution that the Govern-ment is toput into motion allthe machinery of the law availablefor
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The Ballarat miners have placedon record their recognitionof the
fact that the men atBroken Hillare fighting the battle of the Aus-
tralasianminers generally.

TheminersatBendigo are also in full sympathy with their con-freres at Broken Hill. They have sent thema substantial snm ofmoney, and have voteda fortnightly levy of oneshilling in aid ofthem.

An auxiliary force of boy pickets has been organised atBrokenHill. They areemployed chiefly as scouts to watch andreport anyattempt thatmay be made to introduce"blacklegs."

The Barrier Wner quotes the following letter from thepen of a
well-known South Australain mining-man :— " Since the strike Ihave asked many shareholdersthe onlyquestion thatneed concernthem;that is, the amount of pecuniary benefit they expect toderive
from stoping the ore by contract, but noone seems tohave any idea.
The directors must know approximately,at any rate,asitis not tobesupposed for a moment that they dared the possibility ofa strikewithoutbeing certain that the proposedalteration would be advan-
tageous tothe shareholders. Itappearsthat there areabout800 menBtoping at £3 per week, £124,800 a year. " Timeonly will tell whichwill prove the cheaper in the longrun, day work or contract;butfor the sakeof argument we will assume that the samequantity oforecanbe sent to surface by contract for £83,200, a redactionof 334percent. This is by nomeanslikely tohappen, but the figures willserve for illustration. This saving of £41,600 would increase themonthly dividendby thehandsome sum of less than Idper share ;so if, owing to the strike, nodividends arepaid for three months]
andevenif themen are beaten,it will take six years for the share-holders to get back what they areout of pocket by the suspension.
Now wewill suppose that these 800

"
stopers

"
by somesupernatural

agency became suddenly imbued with intense love for the share-holder,andabsolutely refused to accept any payment whatever for
their labour, this would only add 2£d per share to his monthly
income. Isit worth while risking so much for so little1is a ques-
tion theshareholdersmight fairly take a pollon; If they decide thatthe game is worth the candle, it wouldgreatly strengthen thehandsof the board. If the contrary, it would end this poverty-producingstrikeat once. Inthe face of figures onemight say to thedirectorsas theJew who was eating a bit of hamremarked to the thunder-storm, youneedn'tkick up such a fuss over a trifle."

At the annual meeting of the Sydney Chamber of Commerceheld the other day, a prudentreservewas maintainedrespecting thestrike at Broken Hill. This roused the indignation of a certainmember, who condemned the omission and proposed the following
resolution :— " That in the opinion of this chamber itis the duty ofthe Government to afford protection to the inhabitants of this coun-try and to ensure that full liberty to which the citizen is entitled.and that the Government is alsobound to afford all colonists fuliprotectionover the enjoyment of their properly." Just so. But is
not tne workingmanalso entitled toenjoy his property ? He shouldhave such a benefit of his strength andskill, all theproperty he possesses,as will enable him to live indecent and frugal comfort. Thisconsideration, however, hardly entered into the resolution. Theresolution foundno seconder— and consequently lapsed, to theaddi-tionalindignation of themover.

Ata recentmeeting of themen on strike one of tha speakers
referred to the Pope'sencyclical, '■' The Pope," he Baid,"hadpub-lished an encyclical, than which a better defence of thecause of theworkers couldnot have been written."

Ifthehalf-yearlymeetingof the shareholdersin theBroken Hill
Proprietary Companyheld the otherday inMelbourne,is to be takenas generally representative of the feeling of capitalists, a rough timelies beforethe world. Nothing couldba less conciliatory. Nothing,
perhaps, conldba harderor more truculent. Mr Sleath, the secre-tary of theBroken Hill branch of the A.M.A., who had bought ashare to authorise hia attendance, and who addressedthe meeting,
met withamostungracious hearing,and wascontinually interrup'ei!
A chief offender wasone Mr J.L.Purves, Q.O.— an ornament of theMelbourne Bar,itmaybe— bu^ who could easily give odds to Chaf-finbrass. His reply wascoarse,to the veryvergeof ruffianism, if notbeyondit— butiteirned for him thehearty applauseof the assembly.
A shareholderof Bpme little decency proposed aa amendment on the
motion of confidence in the directors, affirming this,but recommen-ding a conference. The motion, however, wascarried. Capitalists
like these areevidently layiDgup aninfinity of additional virulencefor the impending struggle.
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