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“Not at all. Driok this!" I dashed some brandy into the
water, and the colour began to come back to his bloodless cheeke.

q *“ That's better 1" said he. ' Aand now, doctor, perhaps you would
Lindly attend to my thumb, or ratber to the place where wy thumb
used to be."

He unwouod the handkerchief and held out his hanl, It gave
even my hardened nerves a shock to look at it. There were four pro-
trading fingers and & borrid red spongy surface where the thumb
shouid have beea, It bad been backed or torn right out from the
roots.

' Great beavens |" I cried, “this i3 a terrible injury. It must
have bled counsiderably,"

% Yes, it did. I fainted when it was dope ; and I think I must
bava been senseless for a long time, When I came to T found that it
wad still bleeding, so 1 tiel one end of my handkerchief very tightly
round the wrist, and braced it up with a twig,

“*Exeellent! You shonld have been a surgecn.”

“ It is s question of bydraulics, you se¢, and came within my own
province.”

*Thia has been done,” said I, examining the wound, “ by a very
heavy and gharp instrement.”

“ A thing like a cleaver,” vaid he,

' An accident, I presume?”

“ By vo means,”

Y What, a murderous attack,”

" Very murderous, indeed,”

“You horrify me."

I sponged the wound, cleaned it, dressad it, and fizally covered it
over with cotbon wadding and carbolised bandages. e lay back
witheut winciog, though he bit his lip from time to time,

“ How is that?” I asked when I had finished.

% Capital | Betwecn your brandy and your bandage, I fzel a new
man. 1 was very weak, but I have had a goog deal to go Lhrough.”

“Parhape you had better not speak of the watter, It is evidently
trying to your nerves.”

“0b, no ; not now. I shall have to tell my tae Lo the police ;
but, between ourselves, it it wers not for the convincing evidence of
this wound of mine, [ should be surprived if they beheved my slate-
ment, for it e a very extraordinary oune, and 1 have not much in the
way of proof with which 1o back it up. Aad, even if they halieve
me, the views whicn [ ¢angive them are so vagua that it is a questizn
whather juatice w.ll be done.”

“Hal' T criel, *if it is anything in the nature of a problem
which yon desira to sec soleed, I shoald steongly recrmueal yoa to
come my {riend, Mr Szerlock H dm s, befora you go to the otficisl
police.”

# Oa, I bave heard of tbet fellow,” answered my viettor, “and I
should be very glad if he would take the matter up, though, of courss,
I must see the cfficial police as well, Would you give me an intio-
duction to Lim?”

* Uil do better,  Liake sou round to him myself,”

* 1 sbon.d Le imwens 1y obliged to you-"

Y Welllcalacab, anigo togetbar,  We ghall just be in time to
have a little breakfi:t with him, Da you feel cqual ta it "

*“Yes, I shall & t icel casy ustil I have told my story.”

¥ Then my s:rvant will call a ¢ib, and I shall be w,th you in an
instant.” I rushed upsiutes, explained wne matter shortly to my wife,
aud in five mionnies was 1nside s hansom, driving with my new ac.
graintance to Baker stre: t,

fhertock Holmes was, a9 1 expezted, lonngiog sboat Lis sitting-
room in h 8 dressing-gown readiog tha agoay column of the Tines,
and smoking bis beloce-Lreakiast prpe, which was composed of all the
plugs and dottels left from his srmobes toe day before, all car fully
dried and colieeted ou the corner ot the mantlepiecr, M roocived
ue i bis guiclly genial fashion, ordered freeh epgs, and jotaed us 1m
a hearly meal, When it was cencluded be sevled our new acquiu-
tance upon the sofu, placed a pillow beoeath his boad, and lad o
glaes of brandy and water within his rewch,

1t 18 easy to see that your experivnce bas been no common one
Mr Hatbealey,” said be. * Pray lie dowa there, and make yoursulf
absolutely at bome, Tell us what you can but stop when you ale
tired, and keep up your stiength with a little stimulani.”

“Thunk you,” said my patient, * but I have felt anvther mn
since the docior bandaged me, wnd I thiuk that your bre kst has
completed the cure, 1 ehall take up as little of your valuable time ag
poseible, 80 I sball start at on:e upon my peeaiiar ¢xperiepces.”

Holmes s2t in his b'g armchair with the weary, beavy-lidded
Lgressmn whiea veiled bie keen «nd esger nature, while I sut opporite

1¥=im, and we listened in sidence to the stramge siory whicn vur

visitor detailed to us,

“You must know,” he eai?, * that 1 am an orphan and a beeLelor,
residing alone in lodgings iy Lioadon, By profession I wm 4 bydranhe
engineer, and I bave had coosnlzrable experience of my work durieg
the seven years that [ w s appiesticed to Venner and Mathowon, the
well-knowo firm, of Greenwich, Two yeass ago, baving seeeed my
time, and havieg also comc iolo u fair sum ot money through my

pour father's death, T determined to start in business for myself, and
took profeseional chambers in Victoria street,

“1 suppoze that everyone finds his firet independent start in
bosiness a dreary experience, To me it has been exceptionally so.
Dauring two years I have had threc consulta!ions and one small job,
that iy absclutely all that my profession has brought me, My gross
earnings amount to £27 10s, KEvery day, from nioe in the morning
until four in the afterncon, I waited in my Jittle den, nntil at last
my heart began tosink, and I came to believe that Ishonld never have
any practice at all,

‘' Yeaterday, however, just as I was thioking of leavinz the
office, my clerk entered (o ssy there was a pentleman wailing who
wished to see me upon business, He brought up a card, too, with the
name of ‘Colonel Lystander Stark * engraved upon it. Olosa at hip
heels came the Colonel himself, a man rather over the midile siza,
but of an exceeling thinness, I donot think that I bave ever seen go
thin a man. His whole face sharpened away into nose and chin, and
the ekin of his cheeks was drawn quite tense over his outstanding
bones. Yot this emaciastion seemed to be his natural habit, and due
to no disease, for his eye was bright, his step brisk, and his bearing
mssured. He wae plainly bat neatly dressed, and hia age, I should
judge, wonld be nearer forty than thirty.

*+ Mr Hatberley,' said he, with something of a German accent.
+¥ou have been recommended {o me, Mr Hatherley, as being a man
who is not only proficient in his profession, but iy also discreet and
capable of preserviog a seceret.’

“ I bowed, feeling as flattered as any young man would at sach
an address. *May I ask who it was who gave me 8o good &
character ' I asked,

1 Well, perbaps it is betier that I shonld not tell you that jost
at this moment, I have it from the same sourethat you are both an
orphan and a bachelor, and are residing alone in London.'

¢ That ia quita correct,’ I nnswered, * but you will excnse me if I
say thiat I cannot see bow sli thig bears upon my professional qualifi-
cationg. T uaderstood that it was on a professional matter tbat yon
wished to spaak to mz?’

¢ Undoubtedly so. But you will find that all I say ia reaily to
the point. I have a professiounal commission fir you, but absolate
gecrecy is quite eserntial—sbsolute secrecy, you understand, and of
¢ urse we may cxpect thet more from a maa who is alone than from
one who lives 1n the bosom of his fumily.

“f1f I premise to keep a secret,’ said I, * you may absolutely
depend upon my do.og so.’

“ He lookau very hard at me as I epnke and it scemd to me that
1 bad never scen so suspicions and quostioning an eye.

“‘You do promige, then ! gaid he, at last.

“+Yey, I promise.

£+ Absolate and complete gilene:, before, during and after? Nao
reference to Lhe matter ab all, cither in word or wiitirg P

Y+ I have alrendy given you my word,?

“fVery good.! He suidenly spraug up, and darting ke
lightning across the room he flung opea the door. The paissage out-
sids was empty.

“¢That's all right,’ said he, coming back, ‘I koow that clerks
arc somelimes curious as to their master’s affairs, Now, we can talk
in ety He drew up hs ebair very clise to wmine, and beean to
s‘are &' me agata with tle s1me qaestioning aad thoughtfnl look,

(Lo be continued.)

CHRISTCHTUDRCOQCH,
———————

(From our own Correspondent,)

Durixa the past fortnight ths weather has greatly impraved,
Farmers in 1he northera diatricts ara reported to be making good
progiess with plougsicg for spring sawing. Early sowa grain has
begun to grow vigorously. Fields ure verdaat su many places, and
inbs ale veen in some parts,

1hursday last, the day wherzon the Grand National Steeplechasa
Meeting was beld, was observed us a public holiday ia this city and
the town was crowded with visitois, 7The weather was splendid,
and the attendance on the Riccarton racscourse was large, probably
the bast on record, acd the mseticg is said 1o have been one of the
most suecessiul that has ever taken place. Ahua won the Grand
National amid great excitement, and wnea the weight was ansounced
to be *“ roght,"” the owner, the rider, nnd the horse were enthusiastically
caiened,

Ths Alsambra footbal elub (Of Dunedic)} gained, on Haturday
hanty A ewy victory over the Mutrivale clab. The former secured
twelve poiots, white toar only wers scored by the latber A great
erowd of spectalors uesumb'ed dn H gley Park (o witzees the
contest,

An annnud re-anion Look place at the Cat wolie Literary Saciety'a
roome cu Tueslay evening last, Xl Lordship De Grimes, the Rev
Fathers Cowniugs, V.G.; Foley, Aubiep, Maroaie, walsh, and
Le Menaunt wore prescot, Ar B, Dobbie, president, prisided, and



