
poor father's death,Idetermined to start in business for myself,and
took professionalchambersin Victoria street."

Isuppose that everyone finds hiß first independent start in
bnsiness a dreary experience. To me it has been exceptionallyso.
During two yearsIhive had three consultations and one small job,
that is absolutely all that my profession has brought me. My gross
earnings amount to £27 10a. Every day, from nine in the morning
until four in the afternoon,Iwaited in my little den,until at last
my heartbegantosink,andIcameio believe thatIshouldneverhave
anypracticeat all.

"Yesterday, however, just as Iwas thinking of leaving the
office, my clerk entered to s*y there was a gentleman waiting who
wished to see meuponbusiness. Hebrought up a card, too,with the
name of 'ColonelLystander Stark'engraved upon it. Close at his
heels came the Colonel himself, aman rather over the middle size,
but of an exceeding thinness. Idonot think that Ihaveeverseenso
thin a man. His whole face sharpenedaway into noseand chin,and
the skin of his cheeks wasdrawn quite tense over his outstanding
bones. Yet this emaciation seemed tobe his natural habit, anddue
to no disease,for his eye was bright,hi3step brisk,aod his bearing
assured. He was plainly bat neatly dressed, and his age,Ishould
judge, wouldbe nearer forty than thirty.""

Mr Hatberley,'said he, withsomething of a German accent.
<You havebeenrecommended to me, Mr Hatherley,as being a man
whois not only proficient in his profession, but ia also discreetand
capableof preserving a secret,'"

Ibowed, feeling as flattered as any young man would at such
an address. " May Iask who it was who gave ms so good a
character ?'Iasked." 'Well, perhaps itis better that Ishould not tell you that just
at this moment. Ihaveit from the same sourc< that you areboth an
orphanand abachelor, andare residing alone inLondon.''" ' That isquite correct,'Ianswered, "

but youwill excuse me ifI
say that Icannot see how oil this bears uponmy professionalqualifi-
cations. Iunderstood that it wason a professional matter that you
wished to speak tome?'" 'Undoubtedly so. But you ,vill find that all Isay is really to
the point. Ihave a profesoional commission far you,but absolute
secrecy is quite essential— absolute secrecy, you understand, and of
c urse we may expect that more from aman who is alone thanfrom
one wholives inthebosom of his family.1

"'lf Ipromise to keep a secret,' said I, 'you may absolutely
dependupon my do.ngso.'"

He looked very haidat me aaIspoke and it seemed tome that
Ihadnever seen so suspicious andquestioningan eye.'" " You do piomiee,then ?' said he, at last.'" 'Yes,Ipromise." * Absolute and completesilenc?, before, duiing and after ? No
reference to thematterat all,either in wjrdor wiitirg V"'Ihave already given you my word.'

"'Very good.' He suddenly spraug up, and darting like
lightning across the room he flung open ihe door. The pissage out-
aide was empty.

11 'Ttiat's all right,' said he, coming back. '
Iknow that clerks

are sjmeiimes curious as to their master's affairs. Now, wecan talk
in sifety.' He drew up his chair very cbse to mine, and began to
s^are a* me again with t!.e sirne questioning and thoughtful look.

{To be continued.')

"Not at all. Drink this1" Idashed some brandy into the
water,and the colour began to comeback to his bloodless cheek?.

M
""

That's better !" said he. "
And now,doctor, perhaps youwould

Kindly attend to my thumb, or rather to the place where my thumb
used to be."

Heunwound the handkerchief: and heldout his hand. It gave
evenmy hardenednerves a shock to look at it. There werefour pro-
truding fingers and a horrid red spongy surface where tho thumb
should hare been. Ithad been hacked or torn right out from the
roots.

i'Great heavens 1" Icried," this h a terrible injury. It must
havebledconsiderably.""'Yes, itdid. Ifainted when it was done ;andIthink Imust
havebeen senseless for a long lime. When Icame toIfound that it
wasstill bleeding, soItied one endof my handkerchief very tightly
round the wrist, and bracedit up with a twig."

Excellent 1 You shouldhave beena surgeon.""Itis a questionof hydraulics, you see, andcamewithin my own
province."

11 This has been done,"said I,examining the wound,"by a very
heavy andsharp instrument.""A thing like acleaver," baid he."Anaccident,Ipresume?""By nomeans.""What, a murderous attack.""Tery murderous, indeed.'1

"Youhorrify me."
Isponged the wound,cleaned it,dressed it,and fiaally covered it

over with cotton wadding and carbolised bandages, lie lay back
without wincing, thoughhe bit his lip from time to time.

"How is that?" Iasked whenIhad finished." Capital! Between yourbrandy and yourbandage,1feel anew
man. Iwas very weak, butIhave hada good deal togo through.""Perhapsyou hadbetter not speakof thematter. It is evidently
trying to your Derves.""" Oh,no;not now. Ishall have to tell my taie to the police;
but,between ourselves, if it were not for the convincing evidence of
this wound of mine,Ishould be surprioedif they believedmy state-
ment, for it is a veryextraordinary one, andIhave not much in the
wayof proof with which toback it up. And, even if (hey balieve
me, the views whic'i Icangive themare so vagua that itis a question
whether justice will be done."

"Ha II11I 1Icriel, "ifit is anything in the nature of a problem
which you deaira to see solved,Ishoald strongly reoamoai you to
come my friend, Mr Saerlock Hilrn a, beforo you go to the officul
police.""Oq,Ihave heard of that fellow," answeredmy visitor, "andI
6houldbe veryglad if he would take thematterup, though,of course,
Imust see the tfficial police as well. Would you give me an intio-
duction to him ?"" I'lldo bettor. Itake you round tohim myself.""

1sbouid be imineriß ly obliged toyou-""
We'll ca1 a cub, anigo t^geth.-r. We shall just be in time to

have a little breakfut with him. Do you feel equal to it ?"" Yes, Ihhall n t feel ea&y until Ihave told my btory."
"Then my servant will call acib, andIbhall be w.th you in an

instant." Irushei upstairs, explainedme matter shortly tomywife,
andin five minutes was inside a hansom,driving with my new ac-
quaintance toBaker strc. t.

Sherlock Holmes was,asIexpend, lounging about Lis sitting-
roomin hs dresstng-gown re'idiug ihi agojycolumu of the limes,
andsmoking his beiore-breakfastpipe, which wascomposed of all the
plugs and dottels left fiom hn smoke3tne day before, all car. fully
dried and collected oa the comer ot the mantlepiece. H~i nctived
us in his quietly genial fashion, ordered fresh eggs, and j jinedlib m
a hearty meal. When it wasconcluded be sewled our new acquiiu-
tauce upou the sofa, placed a pillow beneath his h^ad, and laid v
glass of brandy and water withmhis reach."It is easy to see that your experienceha^ been no commonone
Mr Hatbeiley," said he. "Pray lie down there, andmake yourself
absolutely at home. Tell us what youcan but stop whin you aretired, andkeep up your stiength witha littld stimulant."

"Thank you," said my patient, "but Ihave felt another mm
since the doctor bindaged me, and Ithink that your bre kfast has
completed the cure. Idiall take up as little of your valuable time as
possible,soIshall start at on^duponmy peculiar experiences."

Holmes sat in his bg armchair with the weary,heavy-lidded
t-^presston whicn veiled hi;k^en�nd eagernature,while Isi.t oppo.-iie
tW^lm, and we listened iv silence to the strange story whicn our
visitor detailed tous." You must know,"he eai'l," that 1am anorphanandabacV.or,
residing alone in loJgin^ i.Lunion. By professionIurnahydraulic
engineer, andIhave ha-1coobider^bla experienceof my work during
tho seven yenrs that Iw s npp:ent:ced to Venuer and M.itbLvm, the
well-knowo firm, of Greenwich. Two yeaisago, baring ber^d my
time, and having also come into v fair sum ot money throughmy

CHRIST CHURCH.

(From our own Coirespondent.j
Dukixg the past fortnight th 3weather has greatly improved.
Farmers in the mrthera districts are reported to be making good
progress with ploughing for ypring sowing. Early sown grain has
begun to grow vigorously. F.elds are verda-it in niaay places, and
iaiaba aie teenin somepnrts.

Ihurtday List, the day whereon the Grand National Steeplechase
Meeting was beld, wasobservedus a public holiday iv this city and
the town was crowded wich visitois. Ihe weaiher was splendid,
and the attendance on tho Riccarton racacourse was large, probably
thebust oa record, aod the maetit g is said to have been oneof the
most successful that h<ts ever taken place. Ahua won the Graud
National amid excitement, and ween the weight wasannounced
to be *' r.ght," the owner, the rider,and thehorde wereenthusiastically
caceie i.

Ihe Alhambra footba 1club ( >f Dunedir; gained, on Saturday\a;t, an eisy victory over the Mernvale club. The former secured
twelve poi,,ts, while tour oul7 were scored by the Utt.-r A great
crowd of spectators aesLmb'ed in II gley Paik to witness the
contest.

An annuilrc-un'ou took placeat the Cat iolic Literary Sjciety's
rooms on Tueslay ev.-nmgl.io>. 1I'O L .rdsbip Dr Grimes, the liev
Fathers CuioTQi.gs, V.G.; Fol.-y, Aubioy, Mirnaie, vValsh, and
Le Mennnt wtre [.rjstat. ilr U. Dobbin, president, pnsided, and
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