
The most important resolutionpassed last week at the railway
servants' conference at Wellington seems tobe that for theappoint-
ment of a boardof appeal in each centre, to adjudicate incasea of

NEW ZEALAND TABLETFriday, Angnst12, 1892
A deputation of the Christchurch unemployed waited on tbe

Mayor on Friday morning, and stated that they wanted work,as
many of their number werestarving, There were 300 unemployed
on the books of theLabour Bureau, The Mayor promised to com-
municate with the Minister for Labour andseeif anythicg conIdbe
done for them.

muchagainst thecontract systemas insupportof the agreement. If
the agreement is not maintained,he says, everyone inBroken Hill
must suffer. When it was made all the people thought that there
was a security against future strikes, and invested money in
properties. The numberof men on strike Mr Sturcke calculates at
6000, and the cost of their keepwill be 7sa week per man.

The prcceedsof the Mount Morgan mine for thelasthalf-year
were £504,200. The amount paid in salaries and wages was
£56.000.— Here also a few bonuses would hardly seemout of place.
However,let us do jus'ice :wehearnothing of a proposal to reduce
wages.

" The Silver Age, a BrokenHill paper, publiehesanaccount of
a visit to the Proprietary Minemadesecretlyby aminer, who alleges
that immense destruction is going on through thecollapseof the
timbers supporting tbe drives."— Thiß is only what was to be ex-
pected from the accounts given of tbe conditionof the mine and the
desperateattemptmade at timbering when the strike seemed immi-
nent. The wonder is that the miner was notafraid torisk his Ufa
m the adventure.

Inrefutationof one of the mining managers— acertain"Oap'n
Bill Adams,"from Arizona,who informed the Adelaide Begister that
thecontentionof the mine-owners and managers was to have the
■topingdone for 10s, instead of 20s, a ton, theBarrier Miner makes
the following calculation :—":

— "
Let the Miner pull up

'Oaptain
'

Adams 'right thar,' ashe would remark, and show thathe has been
grossly misinformed. See here:1190 miners and timbermen were
engaged inthebig mine last half-year. Take off 190 for timbermen
andminers sinking, driving, cross-catting,rising, etc.

—
it ought tobe

300, though, to be more nearly correct. However, 190 from 1190
leaves 1000. Ore raised and treated for half-year, 180,798 tons.
That is, withina hundredweight or two of 181 tons aman. Work-
ing full time— and aman can't workmore, thoughmost work less—
the miner earns £3 a week. Threemultiplied by 26

—
26 weeks in a

half-year, 'Oap'n '—equal to 78. For £78, then,a man breaks 181
tons. That is,he breaksone ton for 8s 7£d. Of course if themine-
ownersand managers think it only ought tobe broken for 10s, that
canbemanaged; all that the menwill have to do is to ease off a
little. The Miner repeatsit:not oneof them can open his month
withoutpntting his foot into it."

Atameetingheld on Tuesday, Jaly 19, itwas resolved toestab-
lishparticular stores where themenon strike shouldobtain goods in
exchange for coupons

—
to be given them instead of money by the

defence committee. This step, it wasexplained,wouldresult in a
very considerableand important saving. Itwasalsoargued that the
step wonld produce a good effectby showing the determinationof
themen to boldout.

Mr Gladstone's dealing with a deputation from the London
Trades Council who waited on him onJune 16, toseek his support
for the eight hour's legislation, wasvery frank. He firmly declined
to take the matter up at the sacrifice of the Home Rule cause, as
Borne membera of the deputationurged onhim. If they weresatis-
fied on thepointhe sincerely wished them success, but be declared
that they must not look to him, for be was bound in honour and
character to the Irishquestion. He appealed to the services he had
rendered the industrial classes by helping to put themin possession
of the franchise, by whichthey would be enabled to govern them*
selves. It was his desire, he said, toperfect this instrument. He
added that theymust judge of whatlittle future lay before him by
his past. Mr Gladstone seemed todoubt the assurancegivenby the
deputation that the workingclasses wereunanimous in their desire
to have the termof eight hours fixedby law. He also expresseda
fear as toan interference with liberty. The Btrength of the working
classes,he declared, lay inholding to theprinciple of liberty.

Theprofits on the BrokenHill mines for the pasthalf-year (says
the Brisbane Worker') were £633,700 ;wages and managers and
officials' fat salaries, £132,000. This wasin drought times and when
things were going slow. Last year the value of total output was
£3,960,676, or just under four millions sterling, and the wages just
under half amillion,leavinga cool three anda half -Billions for the
fleecers who now say they can't rnn the mines to pay on present
union rates. How's that for capitalistic philanthropy and trade
union tyranny?

Notwithstanding the assurance of unanimity pressed on Mr
Gladstone, the workingmen throughout the country appear by no
means unanimous. For example,Mr Foster, secretary of the Coke-
men's Association, says he firmly believee that a legal eight hoars'
day would annihilate the Durhamcoke trade. Mr Robert Enight,
general secretary of theBoilermakers' and Iron Shipbuilders' Society
declares that the London men are ignorant of the working of the
great industries of the country. A Legislativeeight-hours' Bill,he
says, is impossibleand undesirable. Mr Ralph Young,secretary of
the Northumberland Miners'Union, Bays the members of that body
will havenothing todo withalegaleight-hours' day. Mr Gladstone,
therefore, as we see, was fully justified inhis doubts.

Welearnfromthe cablegrams thatat the assembling of Parliament
thedockersescorted Mr KeirHardy, labour member, to theHouse of
Commons in procession,singing the "Marseillaise." Great enthu-
siasm was shownby those taking part in theproceedings.

The strikers at Pittsburg have evidently the sympathy of
workingmen in other parts of the States. We are told, for example,
that in New York three thousand workmen at Studbowker's waggon
workshave gone outon strike owing to the proprietor using material
received from Carnegie's works.

The case of the soldier James,who wassuspendedby thethumbs
for cheering the man who attempted to shoot Mr Fick, is exciting
public indignation allover the United States. The Central Labour
Union havedemanded that the workmen in the National Guards
shall resign. The Coroner's jury, meantime, have found that the
men killed in the riot were killed while in unlawful assembly, in-
criminating nobody. But as for Carnegie himself, he is a friend of
theworkingmen. He subscribed largely, fer exampleto the fund for
thereturn of Mr KeirHardy. All the blame must be attributed to
the managers

—
to whom for the last three years he has left the

entire control of his works.
—

And who, by the way,has controlled
theprofits?

The Labour Commission report that from 14 to 16 hours is
usually worked on English and Scottish railway lines. In this
respect the Caledonian Company is the greatestoffender. The com-
missionreport thatmany witnesses were terrorised.

The labour bureau of Mr Balance's Government has been pre
ceded in the State of Ohio, where, two yearsago, an Act was passed
for the establishment of wbat are called " freepublic employment
offices." We are indebted toour contemporary, the Irish World, for
the results aa given by the State Commissioner of Labour. " The
Commissioner in his report for 1891 sayshe established offices in five
of themunicipal cities of the State. The numberofsituations secured
through the offices was 8 982—5,575 for males and 3,407for females.
Thus 4905per cent of the applications for employment were met by
the offices, while 44*6 per cent of those applying for situations secured
them;38*3 per cent of the men and 607 per cent of the women
applying to the offices were furnished withpositions. The Commis-
sioner computes the entire coat of the offices up to January 1,1891,
at 5,000dols. He estimates that the servicesof privateoffices insecu-
ring work for 8,982 persons would have cost these persons about
20,000 dols. Thus he shows anet money gain of 15,000 dols in six
months to the workingpeople of the State. He further claims that
100,000 dols is annually spent on private employment agencies by
the workingmen and womenof Ohio. This sum can be saved to the
workers, he says,by a State expenditureof 10,000 dols." " This, of
course," adds our contemporary," is but a small fraction of the gains
effected, as it deals only with the question of theordinary outlay
usually made in securingemployment,anddoesnot refer to the wages
made by thosa securing employment, which otherwise wouli have
been lost to them till able toget woik through their ownendeavours,

The experimentis worthy of earnest trial, and the first reports of the
Ohio Labour Commissioner give assurance that Buch institutions,
wisely directed and kept from partizan or other partial influences,
might exert a verybeneficent influence andamply rep*y the State
for the very Bmall outlay requiredin establishing them."

Mr Tom Mann, recently addressing an aristocraticgathering,
complained that "

to-day 700,000 workingmenare without employ-
ment, not loafers,and not those that willnot work,but meneager
and willing to work, and the churches, instead of trying to assist the
workingclasses in the endeavour to live more human lives, arecal-
lous and indifferent." " And I," he adds,"am a rebel, adetermined
rebel, against the institutions which do nothing to better the lot of
the working man."

—
The Churches, but not the Church. "At this

moment,"writes the Holy Father, " the condition of the working
populationis the questionof thehour ;and nothing canbe of higher
interest to all classes of the State than that it shouldbe rightly and
reasonably decided,"
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