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much againgt the contract system as in support of the agreement, If
the agreement is not maintained, be says, every one in Broken Hill
must soffer, When it was made all the people thought that there
was a mecority against future strikes, and {avested money in
properties, The number of men on strike Mr Sturcke calenlates at
6000, and the coat of their keep will be 78 & week per man,

In refatation of one of the mining msuagers—a certain * Cap'n
Bill Adams,” frcm Arizona, who informed the Adelaide Rrgister that
the contention of the mine-owners and managers was to have the
stoping done for 10s, inatead of 20s, a ton, the Barrier Miner makes
the following caleulation ;—'¢ Let the Miner pull up ‘Captain’
Adame ! right thar,’ as he wonld remark, and show that he has been
grosely misinformed. See bere: 1190 mivers and timbermen were
ongaged in the big mine last half-year. Take off 190 for timbermen
and miners sinking, driving, cross-cutting, rieing, eto,—it onght to be
800, thongh, to be more nearly correct, However, 190 from 1180
leaves 1000, Ore raised and treated for half.-year, 180,798 tons.
That is, within & hundredweight or two of 181 tons a man. Work-
ing full time—and a man can't work more, though most work lesa—
the miner earns £3 a week. Three multiplied by 26—26 weeks in a
half-year, ‘ Cap’'n’—equal to 78, For £78, then, a man breaks 181
tons. That is, he breaks one ton for 88 7}d, Of course if the mine-
owners aod managers think it only ought to be broken for 10s, that
csn be managed ; all that the men will have to do is to eage off a
little, The Miner repeats it: not one of them can open his month
without pniting hia foot into it.”

At & meeting beld on Tuesday, July 19, it was resolved to estab-
lish partienlar stores where the men on strike should obtain goods in
exchange for conpons—to be given them iostead of money by the
defence committee. This atep, it was explained, would result in a
very coneiderabla and important saving. It was also argued that the
step wonld produce a good effect by showing the determination of
the men to hold out,

The profits on the Broken Hill mines for the past half-year (says
the Brisbane Worker) were £633,700 ; wages and managers and
officiale’ fat salaries, £132,000. Thies was in drought times and when
things were pgoing slow. Last year the value of total output was
£3,960,676, or just under four millions sterling, and the wages just
under balf a million, leaving a cool three and & half millions for the
fleccers who now eay they ean’t ron the mines to pay on present
union rates, How's that for capitalistic pbilanthropy and trade
union tyranoy !

We learn from the cablegrama that at the agsembling of Parliament
the dockers escorted Mr Keir Hardy, iabour member, to the House of
Commons in procession, singing the * Marseillaise,” Great enthu-
piaem was shown by those taking part in the proceedings.

The strikera at Pittsborg have evidenlly the sympathy of
workingmen in other parts of the Btates, We are told, for example,
that in New York three thousand workmen at Btodbowker’s waggon
works have gore ont on atrike owing to tbe proprietor using material
received from Carnegie's works,

The ecase of the aoldier James, who was suspended by the thumbs
for cheering the man who attempted to shoot Mr Fick, is exciting
public indignation all over the United States. The Central Labour
Union bave demanded that the workmen in the National Guards
sball resign. The Coroner's jury, meaotime, have found that the
men killed in the riot were killed while in uolawful assembly, in-
criminating nobody, But as for Carpegie himaself, he is a friend of
the workingmen. He subscribed larpely, fer example to the fund for
the return of Mr Keir Hardy. All the blame must be attributed to
the managers—to whom for the last three years he has left the
entire conirol of his works,—And who, by the way, has controlled
the profita?

The Labour Commission report that from 14 to 16 houre is
usually worked on Hnoglish and Beottish railway lines. 1In this
respect the Caledonian Company is the greatest offender. The com-
miegion report that many witnesses were terrorised,

Mr Tom Manzn, recently addressing an aristocratic gathering,
complained that * to-day 700,000 working men are without employ-
ment, not loafers, and not those that will not work, but men eager
and williog to work, and the churches, instead of trying to assist the
working classes in the endeavour fo live more buman lives, are cal-
lous and indifferent.” “ And I,” he adds, ¥am a rebel, a determined
rebel, againet the 1natitutions which do nothing to better the lot of
the working man.”—The Charches, but pot the Church, * At this
moment,’ writes the Holy Father, # the condition of the working
population is the guestion of the hour ; and nothicg can be of higher
intarest to all classes of the State than that it ghould be rightly and
reaponably decided.”

A deputation of the Christechurchk unemployed waited on the
Mayor on Friday morcing, and stated that they wanted work, as
many of their number were starving, There were 300 unemployed
ont the books of the Laboor Barean, The Mayor promised to com-
muniocate with the Minister for Laboar and see if anylhicg could be
dooe for them.

Tha preceeds of the Momnt Morgan mine for the lagt half-year
were £504,200, The amount paid in ealaries and wages was
£56.000,—Here also a fow bonuases wounld hardly seem out of place.
However, let us do jusice : we hear nothiog of a proposal to reduce
wages,

% The Silver Age, a Broken Hill paper, publiches an accoant of
a visit to tha Proprietary Mine made secratly by a miner, who alleges
that immense destruction is pgoisg on through the collapse ot the
timbers supporting tha drives,"—This is only what was to ba ex-
pected from the accounta given of the condition of the mine and the
desperate attempt made at timbering when the strike seemed immi-
pent. The wonder is that the miner was not afraid to risk hia life
in the adventure.

Mr QGladstone’s desaling with a deputation from thea London
Trades Council who waited on him on June 16, to seek his Bopport
for the eight hour’s legislation, waa very frank. He firmiy declined
to take the matter up at the sacrifice of the Home Rule cause, as
some membera of the deputation urged on him. If they were satis-
fied on the point he pincerely wished them euccess, but he declared
that they muat not look to him, for be was bhound in hcoour and
character to the Irish question. He appealed to the services he had
rendered the induatrial classes by helping to put them in poesession
of the franchise, by which they would be evabled to govern them.
selves, It wams his desire, he eaid, to perfect this instrument, He
added that they must judge of what little future lay before him by
his psst, Mr Gladstone seemed to donbt the aesurance given by the
deputation that the working classes were unanimous in their desire
to have the term of eight boors fixed by law, He also expressed a
fear ns to ap interference with liberty. The strength of the working
classes, he declared, lay in holding to the principle of liberty.

Notwithstanding the assurance of unanimity pressed on Mr
(ladstone, the workingmen throughout the country appear by no
means unanimous. For example, Mr Foster, eecretary of the Coke-
men’s Association, eays he firmly believes that a legal eight hours'
day wonld annihilate the Durbam coke trade. Mr Robert Knight,
general secretary of the Boilermakers’ and Iron S8hipbuilders’ Bociety
declarep that the London men are ignorant of the working of the
great industries of tbe country, A Legielative eight-hours' Bill, he
says, 18 impossible and undesirable. Mr Ralph Young, secretary of
the Northumberland Miners' Union, says the members of that body
will bave nothing to do with n legal eight-henrs’ day. Mr Gladstone,
therefore, as we see, was fully justified in his doubts,

The labour burean of Mr Ballance’s Government bas been pre
ceded in the Btate of Ohio, where, two years ago, an Act was passed
for the establishment of what are called *free public employment
offices,” We are indebted to our contemporary, the Frish World, for
the results as given by the Btate Commissioner of Labour, * The
Commisgioner in his report for 1891 eaye he established offices in five
of the municipal cities of the State, The number of siluations secured
through the offices was § 982—5 675 for males and 3,407 for females,
Thos 4905 per cent of the appiications for employment were met by
the offices, while 446 per cent of those applying for situations secured
them ; 38:3 per cent of the men anld 60-7 per cent of the women
applying to the offices were furn:shed with positions, The Commis-
sioner computes the entire cost of the offices up to Janeary 1, 1891,
at 5,000 dols. He estimates that the services of private offices in seca-
ring work for 8,982 persons would have cost these persona about
20,000 dols, Thus he shows a net money gain of 15,000 dole in six
months te the working people of the Btate. He further claims that
100,000 dols is annually spent on private employment agencies by
the working men and women of Ohio. This sum ean be eaved to the
workers, he says, by a Btate expenditure of 10,000 dols,” * This, of
course,” adds our contemporary, * is bat a small fraction of the gaina
effected, as it deals only with the queation of the ordinary cutlay
usually made in securing empleyment, and does not refer to the wages
made by thosa securing employment, which otherwise woult have
been lost to them till able to get woik through their own endeavours,
The experiment is worthy of earnest trial, and the first reporte of the
Ohio Labonr Commissiober give assurnpee that such institatioos,
wigely directed and kept from partizan or other partial {nfluences,
might exert a very beneficent icfluence aod amply rep+y the Btate
for the very small outlay required in establisking them,”

The moat important resolutinn passed last week at the railway
servants’ conference at Wellington scems to he that for the appoint-
ment of & board of appeal in each centre, to adjudicate in cases of



