
greata digression from the limits of our present subject to present to
you any adequate sketch of bia great conversationalpowers or his
sallies of wit,Icannot, in passing, resist the desire tomentiononeor
two of Onrran's flashes. Oqone occasionahigh tide in theLLffey

its wayinto the cellers and subterraneous roomsof the Court,
and the wigs and gowns were floating about* Curian, for whoma
case was waiting,seized the first wig and gown drifting within reach,
andrushed into court dripping like a river-god. "Well, Mr Ourran,1

'
asked oneof the judges, "how did you leave your friends comingon
balow?" "Snimmingly, my lord," was the reply. On another
occasion,indefending an attorney'sbill or costs beforeLordClare,"

Here now," said Lord Clare, "is a monstrous imposition. How
can you defend this item, Mr Curran:'To writing innumerable
letters, £100 1

'" " Why, my lord," said Curran, "nothing can be
morereasonable;itis not apenny a letter." And Carran'ereply to
Judge Robinson is exquisite:"I'llcommit yousir," eaid the Judge."Ihope yonr lordship will never commit a worse thing," retorted
Ourran. O'Connell tells us himself the love romanceof his life,and
ifwecanbelievehim,be neverproposedmarriage toany womanbut
one, his cousin Mary.

"
Isaid to her, * Are you engaged, Miss

O'Connell1
'"

She answered "Iam not." Isaid " then will you
engage yourself to me." "Iwill," was the reply. Though his uncle
andother relatives were opposedto thematch,O'Oonnellwasmarried
inJune,1802, and the 34 yearsof domestic Home Bale fully justified
his choice and determination. Havinganunendowedbride,bis vast
energies and talents,like Carran's in early poverty,werearoused to
achieve fame andsuccess and place her in tbe positionshe deserved.
Ihavealready referred to therebellion of 1793, andcannot dwellon
the iniquitous acts of the Government and their accomplices,and
the wantonly brutal treatmentof tbe Irish Catholic people. In vain
did Grattanlifthis voice todemand equalprivileges tohis Majesty's
subjicte, without distinction;in vaindid Curran ask toprove to the
House of Commons that 1,400 families had been driven from their
homes to wander like miserable outcasts

—
somebutchered orburned

in their cabins, others dying of famine and fatigue. No wonder the
United Irishmen organised the insurrection, but no wonder that
owing to divided alliances, whicharealways the curse in the success
of wbatshould plainly be a common national cause, it wasa failure,
and resulted so disastrously in the destruction of the brave lives of
LordEdward Fitzgerald, Wolfe Tone,andJohnand Henry Sheares,
all menof the highest honour,intellect,gallant courage,andunselfish
patriotism. The trialof the Sheares is nowuniversally regarded asa
judicialmurder. They were convictedon the evidenceof one witness,
and that an informer, and though ably defended by tbe illustrious
Carran, who, worn out after fifteen hours' trial, was forced tocom*
mence his address to the jury at midnight,but without effect, and
they were executednext morning. Suchbarbarous administrationof
justice appals us now-a-days;but should it not awaken national
sentiment, and a resentment and resistance in principle toall forms
of oppression?

We drink thememory of the dead,
The faithful and the few,

Some lie far off beyond tbe wave,
Some sleep ia Ireland too;

All
—

all are gone
—

butstill lives on,
The fame of those who died,

All true men, likeyou,men,
Remember tbem withpride.

Having destroyed temporally the revolutionary spiritof Ireland, the
Government now resolved on tbe distribution of her Parliament.
This wes accomplished by unblushing bribery,corruption, the lavish
distribution of money, place, office, and honours (save the mark)."" The ruin of the Irish Parliament," writes Justin McCarthy, " is j
one of the most shameful stories of corruption and treachery of
which history holds witness." One single vote alone cost £8,000,
and the total monetary amount of the corruption was between two
and three millions. Grattan, who had sat by the cradle of Ireland's
Independence,had to follow her hearse. The circumstances of bis
lasteffort against tbeUnion are too touching toomit, It wassolemn
mid-night, in theheight of feverishdebate andexcitement, anatmos-
phereof eloquenceinspiredby the death throes of anexpiringnation,
when all hushed as by magic, Grattan (that morning electedfor
Wicklow) who hadrisen from abed of sickness, tottered tohis place
supportedby friends. Atsuch amoment IsaacCorry rashly ventured
in a speech of bitterness to crush Grattan. Too feeble tostand, be
spokesitting

—
his voice weak. It isdescribed as a truly sublime and

touching spectacle. As he warmed to his mighty subject,his former
young spirit revived. 1canmt withhold a portion of his answer,
tbuß :—":

— "My guilt or innocence has little to do with the question
before us. Irose with the rising fortunes of my country. Iam
willing todie withher expiring liberties. To the voiceof the people

i' Iwill bow :butnever shall Isubmit to the capricesof anindividual'
hired to betray them, and slander me. The indisposition of my body
has left me,perhaps,nomeans but that of lying down with fallen
Ireland, and recoxding uponher tomb my dying testimony against
the flagrant corruption thathas murdered her independence. . . .
The right honourable gentleman has suggested examples which I
wouldhaveshunned, andexamples whichIshouldhave followed, I
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shall never follow his, andIhave ever avoidedit. Ishall never be
ambitionstopurchase public service by privateinfamy; the lighter
charactersof themodel haveas little chanceof weaning me from the
habits of a life spent in the causeof my nativeland. AmItore-
nounce these habits now forever T And at theback of whomf I
should rather say of what ? Halfminister,half monkey— a 'prentice
politician, and amaster coxcomb. Ec has told you whathe has said
of meherehe wouldsay anywhere. 1believehe wouldaay themany-
where he thought himself safe insaying so— nothing can limit his
calumnies buthis fears. la Parliamenthe has calumniatedme to-
night; in the King's Court he wouldcalaminateme to-morrow;
but bad he said or dared to insinuate one half as much
elsewhere, the indignant spirit of aa honest man would hare
answered the vile and venal slanderer with a blow." A duel
instantly followed, and Grattan wonnded Corry in the arm. In
all this sad and wretched perfidy and crime of the Union, there
is some balm in the memory that there in that base assembly
100 men stood faithfully by the side cf their agonised country.
Amongst them one who was known as the " Incorruptible," the
ancestor of the late and nationally lamented Mr Parnell. In
striking contrast was thepatrioticcareer of CharlesStewart Parnell t
with the insignificance of the descendant of the GreatLiberator,
who, the other day during the recent elections, degraded his name
by openly denouncing Home Bule,whichwasin effect the fond hope
andday dreamin the life of his illustrious ancestor. The national
feelingof angerconsequentupon theUnionstill rankledinthehearts
and minds of the Irish people, and the gifted and brave young
Robert Emmet designed a rising of the people to s«ize
the Castle. The project was of conne a failure, and though he
mighthaveescaped,Emmet wastoo fondly attachedtoSarah,Curran's
daughter, whom he idolized. Emmet was hurriedly tried and con-
victed late at night, and, like the two Sheares, was hanged next
morning, leaving asorrowing country and a lost andbroken-hearted
love whose grief and fate are embalmed in Moore's beautifully
pathetic melody,

"
She is far from the land. Emmet's speech from

the dock is known to you all, and is an immortal model of Irish
patriotism andeloquence. Of course,O'Connell nevercountenanced
any action in the nature of physical force, and passed many
strictures on the men of '98 and Emmet's abortive rising. It
possibly had,however, this good effect that the minds of the people
were turned from insurrection, and prepared the way for the new
gospel of moral force of whichO'Connell was destined to be the
apostle. At theperiod immediately following theUnion, O'Connell
applied himself with assiduity to his profession, and rapidly
acquired thehighest skill and reputation as an advocate;andin the
midst of bis busy avocations we find him projecting and constantly
fostering the greatcauseof Catholic emancipation. It required the
great physical strength which he possessed to supply his vastenergies
and the strain of his varied duties and responsibilities. His frame
was tall, expanded, andmuscular, such aa befitted a leader of the
people. "Among ten thousand," says Lady Wilde, "

a stranger's
eye wouldhave fixed on him as the true king." His commanding
gait and gestures force uponyou the national sentiment, " Ireland
her own or the world inablaze." So much were the rights of the
people ever present in his thoughts. O'Connell made his first
political speechin 1800, on the Catholic claims,and felt prond of it
ever afterwards, because, as he said, "it containedall the principles
of my subsequent political life." Icull one extract to show that,
while he was always personally a steadfast Catholic, he politically
held as firmly broadand absolutely unsectarian views, and that the
chief principle is

—
that theIrish people setting aside all sectarian

and party prejudices and differences, should combine for the good
of their common country. "Letusshow,"he said, "toIreland that
wehave nothing in view buther good, nothing inour hearts but a
desireof mutual forgivenees, toleration,and mutual affection;in fine,
let every manwho feels withmeproclaim, that if thealternativewere
offered himof the Union or the re-enactment of the Penal Codein
all its pristine horrors, he would prefer, without hesitation, the
latter, as the lesser and more sufferable evil; that he wonld rather
confide in the justice of bis brethren, theProtestants of Ireland, who
have already liberated him, than lay his country at the feet of
foreigners." Ten yearslater (1810), what was called an Aggregate
Meeting washeld inDublin, and it is a pleasing contrast of events
st this present period, andatthis distance of time, to note that the
Orange Corporationof that great city then were the movers in the
patriotic attempt to repeal the Union. Ishould also like to point
out,in justice to thememory of O'Connell, inrelation to the question
of self-government of Irelandand themany claimants tothe honour
of originating the question of Home Bule (among them some
colonialstatesmen), that, since the Union, to O'Connell himself is
due the hooour of first place, for 1find that bis biographers record
thatduring the repealagitationhe oftenexclaimed," Arenot we able
tomanage ourown affairs? Would any sensiblemanentrusthis affairs
to others who was perfectly capable of managing them himself ?
Here is, ina nutshell, the whole gospel of HomeBule as preached
nnder that title for nearly twenty years.

(Concluded in owr next,)
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