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Ax article in the Forum for Jone, by President

FRUTTY OF THE William De Witt;Hyde, of Bowdoin College, Bruns-
REFORMATION, wick, Maine, gives ue some curious information
about thecondition of the Protestant religion in the

country districts of New England. The writer inquires as to whether
a state of pagaoiam is to be the final result, *' Statistics,” he eays,
“recently gathered by the Maine Bible Society, show that Waldo
County, Maine, bas 6,987 Iamilies, divided in religions preferance sa
follows :-—Adventist, 239 ; Baptist, 713 ; Christian, 159 ; Congrega-
tional, 691 ; Episcopal, 24 ; Free-will Raptist, 734 ; Methodist, 1,818 ;

:

Roman Cathotic, 136 ; Unitariap, 126; Universaliat, 619 ; other |

denominatione, 541 ; without preference, 1,046 ; not recorded, 141.
# Of the total," he continues, '*4 850 report themselves aa not atten-

ding chorch, O=zford County contains 7,283 families, of which 4 577

report that they attend no church., The combined sfatistics of )b
counties show that of 133,445 families, 67,842 are pot attendants npon
sny church,” The writer explaina that in the rural districts—of
which Waldo County is an exampla—there are sno stroog, vigorous
churches. The minirters, begides, though devoted and self-gacr ficing,
are inefficient, mistaken mesns of promoting relizion are adopted, and
the churches are in debt, *In addition to these patural difficulties
nearly every town haa inberited ita church guarrel or cburch seandal ;
the churches are engaged in rivalry with each other, or the membars
of a single church are divided against themselves.” The writer gives
the following ae a typical case :—'"In and about the village of X ——
thete are betwean 800 and 1000 people. The religiovs opinions have
nlways been pretty evenly divided between the Free-Will Baptiat
Congregational, Methodist, and Universalist denominstions. For s
time all worshipped together in a wnion chureb, biring in tura a
clergyrmen of cach denomination. Thus, each month one portisn of
tte congregation had its own theological taste satisfied, although, s
one good lady remarked, * yoa conld not tell which was which by tbe
preaching ,' Bectariao ambition, caused firet tha Universalists, then
the Methodista to withdraw ; and alleged immoral gonduct on the
part of the Baptist clergyman compelledfthe separate organisation of
& Congregational church. The latter were swindled by (heir first
minister, who sold them the plane of their chareh at ao exorbitant
price, The Methodist church occasionally bas a resident pastor, and
some years it has pone. The Baptist and Universalist cherehes are
supplied by ministers who drive over on Sunday afternoone from
neighbouring towres, The Congregationalist church has a student
from the eeminary three months in the summer. The strongest
churches are the Uoiversalist, with its membership of chirtean women
and one man; snd the Congregational, with its membership of
twenty women and four men, There is hardly a representative mzn
in any of these four churches, though the Masonic lodge gathers from
this and neighbouring towns its hunired members,” The writer, fur-
ther, adduces the experience of a friend who went 58 8 home mis-
sionary in a sma'l town in Minnesota, * After afew months,” he says,
“gpent in rivalry with Presbyterian, Epiecopalian, Metbodist, acd
Baptiat brethren, who each had hie little struggling echurch witbin a
stone’s-throw of his own, he wrote back 1o hia friends at 1he seminary
that the only mission for any man ont there was to go ap and down the
State, barning half the churchea” We are given the following de-
tails. OQur readers will perceive how fully they answer to Catkolie
predictions as to what Protestani doclrine must produce :— [¢}]
Excessivo emphasis upon the transcendence as distinct from the
immanence of God ia the deeply buried and far-reaching root;
extreme individuslism is the decaying and uneightly trunk ; super-
fluous secis are the gnarled and knotty branches; doctrinal Rbstrac-
tiona are the dry and juiceless leaves; artifical and unreal sermans
are the blighted and bitter froit, which together constitate the trea
which is now combering tho gronnd of raral Cbristianity, (2) God
is regarded as a Being who laid down certain laws, made certain
covenants, drew up & certain plan of palvation, waa & party to certain
transactions, published certain books two or three thousand years ago.
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(3) Each man feels especially commissioned to discover God’s will
beth for himselt and for everybody else; each man must experiance
the grace of God in tbe conscions movements of his own breast, and

| judge himselt and everybody else by the standard which he therein

discovers ; easch man must zesent with his own intelligsnce to m com.
prehensive creed, and require every otber intelligence to assent to the
same oreed ; each wao must go to Heaven hia own way and make
everybody else follow, S8ince it is practically impossible to have as
many churches ag individuale, the next best thing is to have as many
83 can either support themselves or get others to do it for them. (4)
Having for ite subject-matter the relations between a far-off God and
the mysterious entity the soul of man, the theclogy tanught in these
churches lacks vitality and is inoapable of development. The same
abairact formal relations are true of all men, at all times, and under
all circumetances.” The writer goes on to propose a remedy for all
this, bat his plan seems pretty much that of one who would folfil the
folly condemned by our Blessed Lord, and patch old garments with
new pieces or pot new wine into o'd bottles, His conclusion ia par-
ticularly notable-—relating, as it does, to & country once the strorg.
hold of fervent Evangelical Protestantism, bnt where now for many
years a secular system of edaca’ion bas preveiled, * Whether
paganism,” he says, “*shall taka the vacant place, or there shall ba
planted there a broader, richer, nobler chureh, is the most serions
spiritual problem that confronts American Christianity to-day.”

No, vo; there is nothing corious in the matter,
ous Burely our festive friend must know that it is Dot
EXPLANATION. incumbent on an editor who publishes a clipping ia
bis paper to express a consciousness of ita bearings
on any particenlar case. We clipped that paragraph about the
Canadian Trappista and the field-mice from another paper, and left
its application to our readers, * Civig” as we see, haa rather mis-
applied it, He wants ns to explain why the rabbit-plague in New
Zealand cannot be similarly enred. Did our ¢ Civis ™ never aitend a
Sunday school? Has he, for example, never heard of the widow of
Barepta who was preferred before the many widows who were in
Israel? Has he never teard of Naaman the Byrian ! Many lepers
were in lsrael in his days, b.t he was cured—not they., Burely, even
though it may need a stretch of the memory on his part, onr “ Civis "
can recall so mech ag this, that he hassomewhere or another heard, But
if he asks us what ia the difference that supersaturally exista between
the waters of ths Abans and the Pharphar and those of the Jorden,
we confeas we ara uwable to inform him, Oor ¥ Civis,” besides,
may, with another effort, recollect that to the workisg of miracles
faith i necessary, * And he wrought mot many miracles
there becausa of tbeir unbeliel.” And iz there no difference
between field-mice in Canada and rabbits in New Zaaland ?  Were it
proposed miraculonsly ta destroy our rabbits, some Mr Oruncher, for
instance, might protest, What would bacome of the rabbiters? What
would be tho effect on the agents who deal in rabbitsking, or, yet
again, on the rabbit-tionera? We caa fancy a whole chorus echoing
Mr Cruacher's disgustful words, * Wuat do you mean by flopping
yourself down and praying agin me?™ Decidedly there are two
sides to the rabbit question. Al any rate even our '’ Civis " must
acknowledge that a community of Trappist monks, working hard
with their own hauds, and changing the wilderness into a garden,
differ widely from the solitary squatter, who could nct da a hard
day's work to save his life, and who makes use of all his influencs to
preserve the wildernesa in its pristine desolation. Possibly the
rabbits are that thrsadbare entity, the blessing in disguise, and, by
routing the monopolist they may eventnally bring on the ona thing
needlul, the bena fide settlement of the land, a matter that would
soon make 80 end of them. As to the American blight, the codiin
moth, and the Califorpian thistle, which our ¢ Civis™ also proposes for
our mottification, he may consider them likewise in the lght thrown
upon the snbject by the passages of Holy Seripture to which we have
referred. If we make our feative friend acquainted, for the Rrat time,
with the existence of guch passages, we are quite ccnsoled for any
suspicion of a want of faith on our part he may have entertained,
Wera he acquainted with those passages he could hardly be accouat-
able for the stuff written by him. We hope we have made ocur
explanation rufficiently clear.
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