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AT OOME AND ABROAD,

It will be within the memory of our readers that
THE GROWTH Wwe Tacenily quoted certain details and statistics of
or crime given in & book written by William Pouglas
ORIME. Mortison, of H .M, Prison, Wandeworth. We now
find tbat the writer is the Rev William Donglas
Morrison, snd that he is the chaplain of the prison in question, Mr
Morrison publishes an article in the Ninateenth Centuwry for Jupe, in
which he proves that crime has increased within these last years of
which so much is boasted as advaocing by long strides in enlighten-
ment. The manner, be eays, in which criminal returns are sffected
by inconstant social factors requires that such statistics should cover
s decado at tbe least. The method employed by the writer ia that of
taking the number of cages dealt with both eummarily and on in-
dictment during the last three decades. Thus the following reeults
are arrived at :—
Yearly Avercge tried in the Decades,

1860-69 466,687
1870-79 628,027
1880-89 701,060

‘We must, however, smoog the causes of tbe increase shown, coneider
the development of social legislation, Cffences sgainst the Edaca.
tion Acts, for ipmstance, have furmshed more than half a million
caced. Again:t thia we may set the abolitior, in recent years, of
several old penal l1aws, as well as the greater reluctaece of the public
end the police to presecute trivial offenders, * In any casse . . ., the
very unwelcome fact remains that in the last three decades they
(offences) have been steadily rising in mnltitude.”"—Bat what bas
been the case with regard to the growth of populationt? ¢ Basing
our calculations npon the estimated population at the middle of each
decade, it comes oat that in 1860-69 one case waa tried ancually for
every forty-four of tbe inhabitants of England and Wales; in 1870-
79 one cage was tried for every thirty-seven inbabitants; in 1880-89
ope case was tried for every thirty-eight inhabitants, According to
these etatistica the proportion of crime to the population bas remained
almost the same for the last two decades, but if the last two decades
are compared with thbe firat, the growth of crime hse ontetripped the
growth of population,”—As to the comparative seriousness of crime,
it may be gatbered from the number and nature of the indiclaule
offences brooght up for trial :—
Yearly Average of Indictable Offences tried,

1860-69 ... 19,149
187079 .. 15817
1880-89 ... 14,068

These figures show & decrease, but this can be expiained :~Thus, in
the first decade no less than 13,189 of the indictable cases for trial
consisted of offences against praperty witbout violence, In the
tnceeeding decades & very large proportion of these cases wonld bave
been dealt with summarily, even before the paseing of the Sommary
Juriadiction Act ot 1879, Therefore, it is advisable to take one par-
ticalar offence which has pot been materially affected either by
public opinion or by legislation—namely, morder, * In the decade
1860-69, the yearly average of murders reported to the police was
126; in 1870-79 the yearly average was 153 ; in 1880-89 the yearly
average was 160, According {o these statistics the most gerious of
all crimes bas steadily increaged within the last three decades, while
in proportion to the growth of population it was nearly as common
in the iast Gecade as in the first, It wonld therefore appear, if we
take the increase of murder as a criterion, that the decrease in the
pumber of indictable cffences since 1860-69 13 to a very notable ex-
tent to be attributed to 8 change of crimii-al procedure, rather than
to an actual decrease of serious crime,”— 't must be remembered,
besides, that in 1879 the Summary Jurisdis 'icn Act was passed, the
immediate result being that about 3000 ca ces, formerly claesed as
indictable, were traneferred to courts of Bumm, vy Juriediction. * Had
this great aiteration in judicial procedure ne t taken place, the last
decade, instead of showing a decreass of ser ions offences, wonld,
on the contrary, bave exhibited a considerable increase, RBut, even
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taking the figures ag they atand, it will be found that, in spiteof the
operation of the Bomwary Jurisdiction Act, almost every form of
serious crime has increased in the last decade as comparad with the
preceding one,”—The following table shows this :—
Annual Average of Indictable Offences againat the Person,
1870-79 2316
1880-89 2562

Annual Average of Offences against Property with Violence,

1870-79 1483
1880-89 1850

Annual Average of Offences against Property without Violenoe,
1870-79 10,701
1880.79 8,049

Annnal Average of Malicious Offences againet Property,

1870-79 199
1880-89 272

Annual Average of Forgery and Offences aguinst the Currenoy.
1870-79 421
1880-89 499

Annnal Average of other Offences not included in the above

classes.

1870-79 698
1880-89 824

With the single excepticn then of cffences against property without
violeoce, there has been  decided increaee in icdictable offences of
all kinds—" An incrcase which bas, in almoat every instance, mors
than kept pace with the growtb of population,” The exception muat
be set down to the operation of the Summary Jurisdiction Aot—
crimes of this character coming most extensively within its scope.
The Criminal Law amendment Act of 1885, on the other hand, has
added to the indictable oifencas against the person. 4 1n short, the
Criminal Law Amendment Act, owing chiefly to the rise of new
crimes, has slightly increassd the total nomber of indictable cffences,
whilst the Bummary Jurisdiction Act haa encrmously diminished
them ; acd, after due weight has been given to the effecte of both
these Acts of Parliament, the conclneion cannot be avoided that
serions crime has unmistakably increased within the last decade,'
The argument, therefore, that intellectaal improvement leesens crime
is vasonnd, * Our inquiry into the movement of crime in England
and Wales, as tested by the statistics of cases tried both summarily
and on indictment,” says the writer, © is bosatile to the idea that this
countiry bas recently entered upon a oareer of sudden and unexampled
ioral renovation.” Tbe writer goes on to adduace further considera-
tion in support of this decision, * Within the last three decades,”
« {here hag been an enormous incresas in philanthropic enter-
prise, in the ghape of homes for the young and assistance for the
destitote and fallen. Bat, noiwithstanding the good achieved by
this vast expenditure of benevolent effort, there has been a continucus
increase in the nnmber ol cases committed to prieon and to reforma-
tory and industrial schools, The following table represents the growth

of the prison popunlation :—
Yearly Average Committed to Prison in the Decads.

be say8,

1860-69 127.690
1870-79 - 154 145
1880-89 170,827

# Thege figures not only disclosean absolnte increase ia the number of
committals to prison on criminal charges (civil and military cases
being excinded), but if the lsat decade is compared with the firat,
go show & decided increase of commitments in proportion to
the growth of the population ; and the full extent of thie increase ia
not realised by looking at the prison population alone.' Juvenile
delinquents, formerly imprisoned, but now to be found chiefly in
reformatory snd indastrial schools must &lso be considered. “ When
this is dooe, it will be seen that, whatever the prisons have lost, these

establishments have more than gained :—
Annual Average of Juzeniles in Reformatory and Industrial Schools:

they al

1860-69 6,834
1870-79 17 334
1880-89 25,605

Acconnt onght also to be taken of the subatitution within recent
years of fines and bail for jmprizonment, *But, even if thia growing
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