NEW ZEALAND TABLET

81
o s s

Friday, July 8, 1892
T — L
WELLINGTON,
e e eeerepts
{From our own Correspondent,)
. July 2, 1892,

WELLIN@TON has been in mourning daring the week, and well it
might, for in the death of Bir H, Atkingon it has, as well as the
rest of the Colony, lost one of nobleetits citizeps, Rugged asa
goarled oak, but sound and true, hopest, upright, and unselfish,
persevering, self-relying, and tenacious of purpose, true to his friends,
generous to hbis enemies—~no, for he bad none but oppoments, A
Oongervative in name, a Radical in practice and at heart; a patriot
true whose country's interest had always precedence of his own;
& citizen, & settler, a soldier, a politician, & financier, a stateaman,
and a jurist, Buch was he, who, during tbe past week has fallen a
vigtim to the inexorable reaper's sickle, He was a sturdy champion
of the right of Catholics to Biate aid in sapport of their schools,
and never refrained from expresping his honest convictions on this
important guestion, Well may the people of the Colony grieve for
the lom of one whom it will not be enay to replace, a maw who aa a
politician had those rare qualities difficalt to find in public men—
consistency and honesty, a determination to do right according to
one’s conscience, irrespactive of questions of policy or expediency,

There have been many romours afioat during the week as to the
number and names of persons likely to be recommended to the
Goveraor for a call to the Upper House, The names of many of the
moat stendfast supportera of the Government from the Labour party
ate oot mentioned, so I presume, if the man in the street is correct,
not many of our fiery Radicals will have the ill-luck to have their
political morals corrupted by the Tory air of the Upper Chamber,
Among thoss mentioned as being likely to be recommended from
Wellingtou is that of Dr Cabhill, the most popular of our medicos,
However, I do vot think there is sny truth in the rumounr, for he has
never taken much interest in public affaire here, whilst his elevation
wonld be eure to raise astorm of indignation around the heads of
the Ministers which would not very eoon awbside,—I have it on very
goed anthority that 8ir P, Buckley has definitely decided not to con.
test an Irish esat.

On last Bunday & very fine stained-glass window was uneovered
in Bt Bridget's Church, at Fielding, The window has been erected
by Mr Renald Cameron, in memery of bis late wife. There was a
very Iarge congregation present, and the Bev Father Patterson
preached a very euitable sermon, in which he showed how beautiful
a custom it was to keep fresh in our hearts the memory of our
departed friends. The masical portion of the Mass waas splendidly
rendered by a nmber of membera of the choir of 8t Patrick's Chureh,
Palmerston North,

Many of the friends—and their name is legion—of Mr E. D.
Duone, & prominent mermber of 8t Mary of the Angels church, will
regret to bear that he is about to leave Wellington, fora time at least,
and {ake up his residence in Southiand. Mr Dunoe has been for a
long time 8 very active member of the Oriental Football Club, which
he, at one time, captained, and he also took a very great interest in
musical affairs, He is an enthusiastic boating man, and was a mem-
ber of one of the clubs here. In fact, in athletic and musical circles
his place will not be easily filled. Mr Dunne has been for over five
years A valoed and energetic member of the Boulcott strest church
choir, whers his ¢oltured baritone voice may be heard Sunday after
Bunday in giving effect to the beantiful music of the Church. "What
is Welliogton's loee in Bouthland’a gain, and his many friends wish
that be may be more than successful in his new sphere,

The funeral of Bir Harry Atkingon, which took place on Thatrs-
day last, was one of the largest that has been seen here for years. It
was folly & mile and a quarter in length, It was a representative
fribnte of respect to the deceased statesman from all classes of the
community. Among these who were presend I noticed the
Very Rev Father Devoy, Vicar-General, and the Rev Dr Wat.
tera, In Wednesday's issue of the New Zealand Times there
appeared an obituary notice of the deceased, which ran into nearly
four columns, being & most exhaustive memoir of bis colonial life, the
detsils of which muat convince the most bitter opponents of Bip
Harry, in the past, that they bad no ordinary man to deal with in
him. The notice waas oneof the finest of its kind which has appeared
here, and as a literary composition it had the gtamp of the magter
mind, of the chief of theliterary staff of that paper. Congratala-
tions were received by ths propristors during that and the following
dayson the magnificent literary tribute which had veen paid toa poli-
tical opponent,

On Tuesdsy evening last a large and representative meeting of
Catbolics was heid in Bt Patrick’s Hall, Boulcott street, for the
purpose of making arrangementa for the starting of a Catholic library
and reading room, or at least reformiog the old reading room and
library which was in exitence some years ago in connection with the
Literary Society, S8incs the break np of the Literary Bociety their
bocks have been stored away in the name of three trustees, and
await only the furnishisg of suitable rooms to be handed over to soma
respongible parochial body, The meeting oo Tueeday was & very

enthusiastic one, and the speakers all deplored ths want of snitable
rooms, where the people of the two patishes conld come together of
an evening and talk of enrrent avents or pass the time iz some equally
innocent way. The result of the proceeding was that the ball is to be
imufediately shelved and furnished, suitable for a reading room and
library, and in order to superintend the working of the proposed
\nstitution, the fellowing officers were elected :—President—Very
Bev Fatber Devoy ; vice-presidents—Hon Dr Grace, Dr Cabill, and
Mr J. J, Devine; trustees—Messra M, Kenoedy, W, M. Kennedy, and
E. J. Collins ; committee—Rev Fathera Dawson snd Power, Messra
O'Neill, Holeroft, and Macalister ; secretary—Mr M, J. Hodgins ;
treasurer, Mr J, Brenoan ; librarian, Mr J, Hyland.

Among the passengers by the Wairaraps, which arrived to-day
from the Bouth, waa the Vary Rev F, Cammings, V.G, Christchurch,
who i, I understand, to preach a retreat hers during the coming
week,

The Financial Statement, which was brought down one evening
duriog the week aud which became public property next day, has, by
its moderation and hopefolness, considerably enbanced the reputa.
tion of the Ministry hers, and although it was supposed that a
diggolation might ot be an improbabla contingency a few daya ago,
throagh the obatinacy of the Upper House in throwing out Govern-
ment measares, yet I believe the Lords will congider their position
aod the improved prospects of the Ministry and not foree a conteet in
which they would be eventually woreted,

The name of the Hon L. Walker is mentioned as a most suitable
adcosssor to Bir H, Atkinson, as Speaker of the Legislative Couancil,

Mr Fish has been presenting petitions from the women of the
Bouth ageinst granting the Franchise to their ex: Mr Fish had
better be careful, or he will have the whole bevy of strong-minded,
spectacled, female oratora soratching—not his face—but his name off
the ballot papers at the next general election,

The Governmeut have taken the wind out of the sails of Sir John
Hall by making a ministerial question of the Women's Franchise
Bill, 8o that we may safely conclude that it wiil be placed on the
statate book this session,

On last night the energetic member for Christohurch, Mr R, M,
Teylor, “heckled” the Government on the question of admitting
boys attending the Catholic sehools to positions in the Civil Servies of
the eolony on the same footing a8 the children attending the Govern.
ment schools, The grievance was so patent that the Minister for
Eduacation said that attention would be immediately given to the
Hen, Member's suggestions, Instractions had been already given to
the Canterbury Board that facilities for examinatiop might be
arranged for such boys, who were educated at Oatholic schools and
were desirons of entering the Civil Bervice. But considering the per-
sonnel of that Board, I am afeaid that it {u the lagt place in New
Zealand where Qatholics need look for justice, nos to say favours, and
any instructions in that direction from the Education Department,
would ba quietly ignored. However, whatever comes of the matter
ihe thanks of the Catholic community are due to Mr Taylor for ven-
tilating the subjsct.

O

The Dablin Freeman's Journal joins the iconoclaata and sagerts
that the famous Bastile was by no means so black a prison-houss ag
it has been paioted, but a rather comfortable place of detention,
whose inmates were allowed liberty of common association and
recreation, servauts, visitors, books, mewspapers, and even parola to
go out and attend to their private affars—in short, an earthly para-
dise in comparison with Mr Balfour's dungeons of Tollamore, Bat
the fiery elogquence of Oamille Desmoulins instigated the populace of
Paria to its destruzction aad, * When tho Bastils fell, that ingtinet falt
bound to justify itself, and so the blood-curdling legends grew, and
the seven prisoners became an uncounted host, who bave farnished
emeciated heroes to romancers and tragedians ever since, from M.
Alexander Dumas to Mr Henry Irving, Itisas a8ymbol and not as g
fact that the taking of the Bastile must find its justification from hig-
tory,” Thia last sentence is undeniably true, whatever may have been
the real character of the famous prison. Latayette gave the key of
the Bagtile to Washington, and it hangs to-day on the wall of hiz old
home at Mount Vernon, one of the most conspicuons relics in that
historic spot,

Mra Mary A, Livermore lectured at Music Hall, Baston, on Sune
day, April 24, under the [atronage of the W.0,T.U., on " Quesn Rliza.
beth from a Protestant Btandpoint.,” If her audience had come
expecting an uoqualified laudation of Elizabeth, they mnst have been
sadiy disappointed ; for Mrs Livermore began by showiog that
according to the coneensnus of biographers she was *'a woman of the
boldest, bravest, and meanest character ; in fact, some oge hag gaid she
was infinitely mean.” Parther on Mra Livermore touched on the
purt of Henry VIII in introducing the new religion ioto England,
apd denied him the title of *' reformer.” 8he said : ¥ Thig title is
not righteously given, becavse he waa unprincipled, aod his appeal to
the Pope was not for a priociple, bat simply to procars the right to
marry ancther woman.” This from a Protestant standpoint! Mrs
Livermore declarced her agreement with the Catholics as to the injus-
tice done Mary, Queen of Scote; and that she, and not Elizabeth '
shounld according to English law have sacceeded Henry's eldest
daoghter. The lectarer then eulogised Elisebetb, according to har
eminent desert, as atatesman, scholar and patron of literature, The
lecture was followed—somewhat inconsequently, it might seem to the
ordinary mind—by the passage of a resolution protesting against the
proposed State graat to Oarney Hoapital,




