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but afterwarda received an ample apology from the superintendent of
the division for the mistake made by his subordinates. Besides his
parochial work, he was constantly going about giving missions apd
preaching retrests, His death will be an almost irreparable loss to
the Order of Oharity. Of its fonnder, Bosmini, he was a faithful dis-
ciple. Whenever Bosmini's philosophical teachings were impugned—
and this happened pretty frequently—he was quick to explain and
defend, His ** Life of Rosmini " shows how thoroughly hie spirit wan
ateepad in that of the great mao whom he had taken for bis guide,
and &lso proves his skill end ability a8 A biograpbical writer, He
also wrote '* Tue Old Religica " and “ Non Possumng,” a worz in
defence of the temporal power of the Pope, Father Lockhart had a
lively sense of the value of the Prees, and was one of the founders of
the Catholio Opinion newspaper, nfierwards incorporated with the
Catholio Times. He was also proprietor of the Lamp, for which be
wrote many articles and serial tales. One who waa personally
acquainted with him wriles :—* The Oatholic body in London bas
lost in him one of its moat eminent fizures, and the society to which
he belonged, one of its best aod dearcst members, He was once
described to me as ‘ the soul of kindness,” and such he ever wag to all
who were brought into contact with bim. He was a finished scholar,
and in his manner and bearing bore the stamp of the perfect gentle-
man, His attachment to the land of his birth waa rooted and lasting,
and I waz once taken to task by him for alluding to Charles Edward
a8 * the Young Preteader.'”

MR, GRATTAN RIGGS AT THE PRINCESS
THEATRE,
—_—
BOTCICAULT'S play of the *Bheughbrann,” with which Mr Grattan
Biggs began his season on Wednesday night, the 29th ult, iz one of
those plays written with the intention of aoftening the feeling that
prevailed in Epgland towards Irish disaffection, if not of wholly
overcoming it, and of makiog the English people scquainted with
the groonds that really existed for the distike of Ireland to their
Government, It may be recorded, to the homour of the writer's
memory, that the design with which he wrote was in some measure
falfilled, and, doubtless, to some extent the more favourable hearing
given of later years among the masses in Hrg'and to Irish com-
plaints has been due to this. Another object of Poucieanlt's Irish
pleya was thai of ridding the theatre of ths stage-Irish element,
which, in its extrema phases at least, was little amusing, less profi.
table, and always most offensive to Irish spectators. Whether the
play-wright succeeded in doing this may, perbaps, be questionable—
but it must be admitted that hs did succeed in placing the herces
and beroines of his Irish plays upon the stage in an attractive form
and one well fitted to awaken the interest and gain the sympathy of
even a fastidious andience, The plot of the Bhanghraun * dealg
with the days of Fenianiem, aod, we may remark in passing, how it
incidenially brings before uvs tha chenge that the last few years hag
brought about. In chiding the traitor of the play, for example,
whose design has been so to encumber a certain property that he
may hbimeelf at lenzth boy it cheap, his accuser charges him with
lowering rents in order that the intereat on mortgages might not be
paid. But ws koow the part \hat high rents, and the mortgages
making them needfui, have had in the agitation of the present day.
Our renders are, no doubt, for the most part, familiar with the plot
ot thie play. The hero bad been transported for Fenianism, leaving,
an the agent of his property, a scoundre!, whose design was to rob
him snd who had brought sbout his conviction by means of an in-
former—the famous Harvey Duff, made historic by certam imprison-
ments under the rule of coercion, it being penal in Ireland eo much
a8 to whistle within earehot of a Peeler the sir of 2 song composed in
derision of this wretched creature. This scoundrel has bestowed his
affections on the convict's betrothed, who, during his absence lives
with bie sister in seclusion and poverty, and whom finally an attempt
ia made to carry off to sea, Conn the Bbanghraun, however, has
made hig way to Acatralia, succeeded in enabling the prisoner to
¢scape, and accompanied him home to bis nstive place—s district in
Bligo. Hete heis hunted down by a company of soldiers led by an officer
who takes & leading part in the play—falling io love with the con-
viet’s sister. The incidents arestriking and sensational, and there are
many situations that call forthe nee of beautiful scenery, and form pic-
turesque tablesux. The chief interest of the play centres in the part of
the Bhanghraue, The writer has described himeelf an inapired with
it by a chance meeting with 8 wild adventurer, who, cue evening
that he bad missed bhis way in the country near Dublin, and wss in
danger of being late to julfil hia engagement at the theatre, had yoked
an untrained horse— s race-horse of renown, to a gig and conveyed
bim at lightning speed to town. Well, people have now and then
done stravge thioga with horses. Tuere was Rairey, for instance,
Let us leave the story as we found it, (onn the Shanghraun ia full
of fun and devilment—a dare-devil, rattling, roving blade, but
kindly and simple withal and soft besrted. He has gone to the end
of 1be world after his beloved comrade and master; he bas a good
natored menner, and evidently an affectionate feeling for his old
mother, and bis respect for his priest is profound. As to love-making,
there he is quite at home. The character, as played by Mr Grattan
Riges, in 8een at ite best. Cowmparisons are odious, we know, but we
do not think that in thie case there is anything of the kind in the

matter., 1t is, perhaps, the exception thal proves the rule, We do"

not know that, as compared even with Dion Boucieault, whom,
nevertheless, we remember in his prime, Mr Grattan Riggs bas much
to lose, Ia fact it would be impogsible to imagine & balter represen.
tation of the cbaracter than that which Mr Grattan Riggs gives of it,
and in perfection, properly speaking, there are no degrees. In this
character there in notbing of the stage Irish element of which we
have apoken, In every country and among every peopls there are
originals, or particalar types of originals, who, though they are racy of
the eoil, are etiil not 10 be understood as representing the native
character generally, Conn the Shaughraue belongs to such a class,
I we do not remember 8o complete a development as that found in
bim, we certainly bave known leaser spirits who diaplayved a good deal
of bis goalities, It ie the atupid, blundering, noisy blocknead-—all
forced wit, bulls, and vulgarity—intended ms 8 type of the ordinary
Trishman of a certain class—peasant or tradesman or squire, »gainst
whom we protest, Conn ie a peculiar bat not, by any means, an
imposgible development of the Irish peasant, and as such we find him
well worth making acquaintacce with, A scene ia this play, how-
gver, into which the objectiocvable element is introduced. is that of the
wake. Here we think the writer made a sad blunder, and altogether
misrepresented Irigh character and customs, The scens might with
advantage ba eliminated, the more especially minco it suggests a
degree of stupidity quite impossible among any people in their senges,
much more emong a quick-witted, sharp-eyed people like the
peasantry of Ireland. Of the performers who took part with Mr
Grattan Biggs o this play, Miss Maud Appleton acted tha part of the
artless, vloasant, and high apirited Irish girl, Olaire Folliott, with
admirable expressios. Miss E. Leech, one of cur local amatenrs, ag
Arte O'Neill, gave a Jady-like and intelligent representation of the
character, proving her right to professional rank shonld}ske desira it,
Miss Violet Androws as Moya was very snceessfal, and Miss A, Ander-
son a8 Conn’s mother was quite up to the requirements of the part,
Mr Robert Inmsan played well as Captain Molineux ; Mr J. P, Weat
a3 Father Dolan was very effective; Mr Scott Inglie s¢ Robert
Folliott waa particularly manly. Mr Lawrence Dunbar as Corry
Kinchella showed a fine aptitvde for bringing out the points of a
scoundrel ; and Mr Travers Vale as Harvey Doff made himself detest.
able in a most deserviog manner, Thae lesser parts also were credit-
ably filled,

The other plays in which Mr Grattan Rigge appeared daring the
week were ' Bnin Fage,” “ Arrah-na-Pogoe,” and “ Famine,” in each
and all of which ko performed with exceptional ability, In the last
named, io which he represented Sadler, a bailiff, the character taken
by bim wan one of a grasping and cnoning rascal, with all the vices
of bis claes, yet possessed aleo of a good deal of humour. The part
served admirably to display the versatility of the nctor's talents,
Mr Grattan Riges has been throughout well supported vy Miss Mand
Appleton and the otber members of his company, each of whom
deserves a special word of pra se, The company’s sesson in Danedin
closed on Tnesday night. We understand that they next perform at
Invercargill, We can confidentlv recommend them to the parronage

of our [riends in that towu,
—

THE MONTAGUE-TURNER ENGLISH
OPERA COMPANY,
B —

Ag Dunedin people generally consider themselves genuine lovers of
masic, they will be made glad by the announcement, in another
columu, that the celebrated company which beada this notice {now
playing to crowded houses in Christehurch) will commence a short
season of Knglish opera at the Princess Theatre on Monday night,
the 11th inst.—a senson which will be made thoroughly effective by
the combined efforts of great artists, an excellent company, a highty
trained chorus, and an ably-orgaoised orchestra, supplemented, of
course, by the necessary sstiing of scenic digplay. It will be in the
memory of all theatre-goers how the Montague-Turner Upera Com.
pany some seven or eight years ago created a genuine sensation in the
artistic world when they first appeared in these colonies. Opening
in Bydney and thence travelling from one eapitsl to another, their
progress was a series of artistic triumphs, Miss Annis Montague, the
prima donna of the company, was recognised as one of the most per-
fect exponents of lyrical opera that Australia has ever seen. Her
exquisite voice was intensified by the dramatic power with which she
sugtained her various roles. But it wams perbaps in her interpolated
ballads that Mise Montague melted the hearts of her audiences, and
it may be safoly said that her rendering of these has never been sur-
passed by any singer who has ever visited the colonies. Mr Charles
Turner is a fitting tencr to support ench a prime donna. His voice is
of aclarion character. Every note comes straight from his chest
with a surprising power aud quality, Nor does he want power of
modulation, and in thie later days he has cultivated this power so s
to refine many parsages which were perbaps delivered with too much
vigour in hie early days. The name of Mr Edward Farley was
associated with that of Miss Montagne and Mr Turner in all their
greater triumphe, Alwayas singing iu tune, with a rich, musical voice,
he surpasses other artiste in the same parts by bis censcientious renai-
tion, his dramatic ability, and his immitable * make up,” This famoue
trio, who stood out together in front, ahead of all compeers, ir the
first days of the Montague-Turner Opera Oompany, ate once more
banded together, and will appear in the ensning season, Taey have
secured the services of Miss K. A. Lambert, who mada the fourth in
the original quartette, and who still maintaine her old superiority to
all-comera ag contralto in English opera. The directors of the Mon-
tague-Tarner Cowmpany have spared no effort in getting efficient
support for their “etare.,” There are new aspirants in the company
a8 understudies, some of whom have been trained by Mise Annis
Montague berself, whom that lady does not deny tread close on the
beals of their principals, All the minor parts in the uperas will be
efficiently filled ; the chorus is nopsually well drilled, and the
orchestra will be under tte baton of an able conductor, so that thera
is every reason to enppose that the coming season of the Montague-
Torner Company will be alike creditable to the performera and
delightful to their audience




