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Mary Btuckenborg iz even stranger than that of the celebrated Mary
Lonise Latesu, which Catholics beliave to have been a gennine case
of the atigmata.

The medical men of Louisville having been given a chance to
explain away the mystery about the manifestations of Mra Btncken.
borg, and those who were thera having confessed it beyond their
power to assign & cause, tbe Catholic Chureh, represented by Bishop
McCloskey, took the case in charge., The womar is now in St
Joseph’s Infirmary on 4th street, between Chestnut and Broadway,
though not even the other inmates know that she is there.

She is clogely watched by priests, who act under the direction of
the Bishop of this diocese, and it is stated that he ia receiving in-
structiona from Rome regarding the case, Hin orders as to who shall
and who shall not see her are strictly obeyed, and how long this
investigation by the Catholic Church will coutinue is not yet kvown.
When the manifestations firet appeared, on the first Friday of June,
1891, the priests of the neighbouring pariehes to Mrs Btnckenborg's
residence, 2,534 8t Cecilia strest, visited ber regularly, and had be-
come to a certain extent convinced that there was no fraud.

When the facts were first made public the Bishop, it seems, had
no knowledpe that ench a thing was going on, That a case parallel,
#o far an appearances went, to the famous stigmata recorded in the
history of the Catholic Church existed in this city, or even in this
couatry, seemed 8o incredible that when the Bishop was firat informed
of it he remarked, * Oh, it's all foolishuess,” Developments, however,
brought out the andeniable facts that a very strange case existed in
the manifestations of Mra Stockenborg.

Dr M, F. Coomee had charge of the scientific examination, which
went on continaously for nearly four montha, and his report, published
at the time, showed the result of his work—that it was beyond hia
power or the power of Bis astociates to explain the case, The last
visit he paid to the woman was the laet Friday before Ohristmas
Then she was placed in the hands of Bishop MeCloskey, What he
has done sinea then has been simply to keap a close watch on her to
make eore that no deception was practiced. For a number of weeks
Mrs Stuckenborg remained in her own home on 8t Cecilia atreet, but
the Bishop did not want ber to be surrounded with any of those con-
ditions that existed when the manifestations first appeared, She
was, therzfore, removed to the Convent of the Good Btepherd on Bank
atreet,

Every Friday the Bishop gelected certain priests of tha city to
watch during the period of unconsciousness and the bleeding of the
five wounds—in the hands, feet, and left side. The ntmost secrecy
was then and still is obeerved, No one save the priests selected for
the purpose, and occasionally & relative, or pear Iriend, is allowed in
the apartment where the manifestations occur, An cffort has also
been made to keep her whereabouts unknown, but this was done only
to avoid crowds calling to see her, TUntil a few weeks ago the woman
was kept in the convent, but she was afterward removed to the resi-
dence of Mr Flood, of 713, 26th street, where the same close watch
was kept. Bbe was removed to 8t Joseph's Infirmary last Thursday.
Almost every day Father Bachman calls, and on Friday he is always
there with ott era,

The accounts of the manifeatations as first given were the same
as the manifestations appesr now, There hasbeen no chacge. Every
Friday afterncon at exwc:ly thrze o'clock Mra Btuckenborg falls into
an unconecions state, svmewhat res:mbling a trance. The same
rigidity of the muscles appears now as then, and the wounda in the
palma of her hands, io her feet, and left side open and bleed, Wben
the physicians last visited the woman the wounds, it will e remem.
bered, had begun to bleed entirely throngh the hands and fest—that
is, blood came from both the palms of the hands and from other
wouuds on the back of the haads,

This was alao true of the feet, Bioce then the marks are even
more cleariy developed, and the woman’s bands and feet have holes
entirely threugh them during the trance period. It isat times almost
possible to sce through them, so iarge are the holes becoming, The
crosees in her forehead and on her chest are distinet, The scab-like
appearance has worn off, leaving the impression of a erucifix
apparently cut ia the hone, and the cuter skin has grown over very
tbin, leaving the figures distinet beneath it. The effect is peculiar.
The initials * I.H.8,,” which appeared on ber right shoulder, are also
clearly visible. The duration of the period of suffering remains un-
chaoged It is alwaya three o'clock almost to the minute when she
falls, and six o clock whenshe becomes conscious of her surroendings,

After 1he manifustativne had been goiog on for a number of
months, Mis Stuckenborg becime very weak, Her health seemed to
bas failing, and it was the general belief that she could live but a
siort while, The physicians who saw her said that they did not see
how a p:son could undérgo 50 much apparent suffiring and live,
Though ner health did not seem good for a time, it has now become
better, Fiom ciosz confinernent she has beeome weskened slightly,
Her husband remsins wijh her whenever she is taken ill. 1t is seldom
that she goes on the street, thongh occasionally she walked out with
some one until very rcedntly, To aveid being recoznised and stared
at, ahe wore a heavy vel, and is now usvally addressed by another
name than her own, if she happeus by chance to be amoag strangers.

Mre Bituck enborg has attracted sientific as well s religions in-
tercet in other places bestdes this, Bhe is daily in receipt of scoresof
leiters from persons wanting to know something more abont the
manifestations. They come from every class and description of
people, bat are left ananewered, Dr Coomes haas also been troubled
in the same way, Those from intelligent persons who heve some
interest from one canse or another he sometimes anawere, Just after
the case passed from Dr Coomes’s hands the secretarylof one of the
largest English societivs of scientific research came to this city
especinlly to investigate Mrs Siuckenborg's manifestations, but the
Bishop, having then taken charge, would not consent to his visiting
ber until he had finished the investigation in bebaif of the Catholic
Church-

Other attempts by secientific men of note have been made to
secare access to her, but none bas been successful. They will ba given
an opportunity later on. Thera have been frauds, and the Bishop in
going slow io his inveatigation, It may be only a short while, it may
be a year or two, or it may be two or three years before the Bishop
is throngh with the investigation,

It ia said that when he has finished, & history of her life will be
written, and she will pasa the rest of her days on earth just as Looise
Latean and others did. Those who have proper reasons will be atlowed
to see her, and the scientific world will be given a chancs to investi-
gate the ease thoroughly, The priests who are watching Mrs Btecken-
borg decline to express an opinion. They do mot wieh to commit
themselves nntil the Rishop has been satisfied,

Mre Btuckenborg will o May 9 celebrate her twenty-fourth
birthday. Of twelve children she was the only danghter. Her sleven
brothers died, and at the age of four years she was left motherlees.
It is eaid that when very young she bad always been religionsly in-
clined. Her parente were Protestants, and so was ehe, Her conver-
sion to the Catholic faith occurred several years ago. Fathers Ward
and Ooughlin, the Jesnit missionaries of 8t Louis, who recently con-
docted gervices at the cathedral, were holding similar meetings at
Bt Patrick's Chureh at 13th and Market streets.

Bhe went in cne evening, and from that time became one of the
most regular attendants, It was later, though, while attending
Father Nicuolas’s church, that she became converted, After her
marriage bhe lived at the little cottage, 2534 St Cecilia streat, and
Father Raffo was her confessor. The parish church ia across the street
from where she lived, and every worniog she wad a regular attendant
at early Mass, At first the cross on her forshead had not appeared,
and when she went to a public place no attention was atiracted by
her presence, But when the manifestations became publicly known
gha atteoded chursh heavily veiled, Co Fridays she was at carly
Mags, bu! returced home qaickiy and remained quiet the rest of the
day until she fell into the unconscious state at three o'clock,

THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT,

B
TrE following ia the summary of the financial statement as made by
the Premier on Thu-aday the 23rd inst :—

1 have sketched an outlioe of the financial policy of last year, and
indicated the provision we havs made to carry on the public servicg
for the year on which we have entered. In many directions the
Committee will bave seen evidence of strength and progeess, It was
no small thing that we were able to pay off £200,000 of floating
debt in one year, one-half the amount coming out of revenne to pro-
vide for rcads and oridgee and make good fro.n the same source tha
deficit of the land fund. Above and beyond this I have had the
gratfication of announcing a splendid eurplus of £165,000 brought
over from last year, due partly to the improved positicn of the great
body of consumers who cootribnte to the revenue through the cus-
tome, and parily to economical administratior. The people had
more 1o spend, and have had the courage and heart to spend more in
this direction than in previous years. Economy on the expenditure
gide is seen in the * Unnautborised,” which is the smallest on record,
while the ' Liabilities ™ have also tonched a low mark, showing that
payments were promptly made and none held over. Many of the
difficulties attending industrial employment have been overcome, and
what has been accomplished may inspire us with the hope that the
time 18 not far distant when a satisfactory solution of the labour pro-
blem will have been discovered. In tbe introduction of 8 new ays-
tem of taxation many obstaclea stood in the way and had to ba over-
come, The result, on the whole, has been as successful as the strongest
advoeatea of the principies on which it is founded could bave degired,
The great departments of the Government have been administered
with vigour and pradence. The lanods have been disposed for the
benefit of the people and not in the interest of specalators, and checks,
as far as the law allowed, have been placed on monopoly, Tha diffi-
eanlt and delicate task of converting some of our loans has been satis-
factorily performed through the agency of the Bank of England.

Coming to the current year, proposals are sabmiited for the
acquisition of Native and private lands for the purpose of settlement ;
» sys'em of pensions and iosarance for the civil service ia proposed,
which entails neither expense nor liability to the Colony, yet is saffi-
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