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Colony, and in this capacity we may believe, as we hope, a long
career still lies before him, As B oitizen he commande universal
respect and regard, and in every walk of life deserves the
highest eateem. It gives us much happiness to congratulate him on
ihe matk of appreciation he has now received.

On Bonday the cboir of St Joseph's Cathedral was again con.
docted by the Bev Dr Egan. The Iady members bad oa the occasion
the valnable aid of Mra P, J. Kelly of Chbrirtchurch, who, as Mizs
Wa'ker, was formerly one of their leading sopranos, The music per-
formed was, in the forenoon, the * Kyrie” end * Gloria,' from
Mozart No.1I, and the # Credo,” * S8anetus,” and ¢ Agnus Dei,"” from
‘Weber's Mase in * G." The solos were taken by Mra Kelly and Miss
Mille (soprani), Miss Murphy (contralto), Messrs Eager snd Dunone
(tenor), and Cantwell and Wooda (bage). At the Offertory, Mrs Kelly
gang, with very charming effect, Cherubini's  Ave Maria,"” and after
the conaecration a fine rendering was given by Dr Hgan and Mr J,
Enox, late choir-master at St Benedict’s, Auckland, of tbe * O
Bacrum Conviviam.” In the evening Miss Roge Blaney sang, with
ber usual soccess, Luigi Luzzi's © Ave Maria.” Dr FEgan and Mr
Enox repeated their fine duet.

WE are not at all eurprised to fird that our contemporary the
West Coast Times thinks we are speaking in a hyperbolical manner.
There are poeitions which, if truly described, must seem exaggereted
to people of guileless, innocent, and honest minds, Our contem-
porary is certainly a person of that kind and be ¢aonot conceive such
a gtate of things as that relating to the Catholies of the Colony and
the secular schools, Bpt ounr contemporary is not only guileless,
ionocent, and honest : he is aleo able, aud now that his attention has
been called to the subject, he will master it and arrive at last at a
perception of the truth, When ha does that, we may rely on his
bonesty for it, be will speak quoite as strongly io our behalf as we
now speak ourselves. He will denounee the no-Poperyism of pipers
Like the Otage Daily Times and of [genteel young capitalists like Mr
Allen or ¢f anyouve else 1n whom the plague-spot may be manifested:
and he will denounce it well and effectually. He will also effectuslly
support the block vote. All this manst be 8 necessary consequenee of
bis indignant innocence, hia enlightened honesty, and his sterling
ability. Bot cur contemporary, besides being guileless, 1nnocent,
honest, and able, is pleasant, He likes his Little joke and ia capable
of makipg it. That is & famous little juke he makes to the effect
that a subecription now being raised in Hokitika to erect a house for
the Marist Brolhers, as well as donalions for such purposes bestowed
elsewhere by generous non-Catholics, invalidates the TABLET'S asser-
tiva that Catholiea provide at their own sole experpse an excellent
education for their o va ¢hildren. (See our stapding leader, a para.
grapb, we may add, quoted by almeet all our Australian and
American Catholic contemporaries.) Our readers will see the point
of this little joke. To explain a joke is to spoil it, and to do that in
this inatance would be a thousand pities ae well as an offence to the
wit of our contemporary. Our contemporary, however, explains
that for Catholics to adbere to the b'ock vote wonld be for them to
disiranchise tbemselves. * I3 it wise to do so 7" he asks. Nay, 1t is
not for us to define wisdom to a pundit of our erytemporary’s pro-
fundity., Butaf folly eerves their purpose better than wisdom-~~and
the folly of the block vote must be very cifectual—why should not
Cathohes wenar the cap aad bells? The TABLET hss used no hyper-
bole bot has told plain truth, I{ it is too strong for guilelessoess,
innocence, and honesty, as they exist at least among journalists at
Hokitika, we can not help that.

THE Rev James Miegregor writes to the Ofage Daily Times,
undcr date Colomba Manse, Qamarn, May 27, a propos of tue letter
of the Rev A, R, Fitchett, and supperting the claim for religioua in-
siruction 1o the Goveroment schousls, The rev cortespondent admits
the difficulty, but sayse it must be surmounted. He instances the case
of Beotland, wnere, be says, the leading newspapers, pievions to the
passing of the National Bducation Act, predicted ruin uoless religious
instruction were prohibited, * How wonld grants to schools, say, of
Boman Catholics baving conscientious diffizulty abont using the
national school,” he writes, ** ruia the naiisoal education? (1) Oaly
part of the cost of supporting the school would be m-t by the grant ;
aod the expense und trouble thus falling on 1hose who receive it wonld
prevent the existenet—23r connuance—of subgidised schools where
pot really needel, The sumber of them in New Zz2aland would thus
be inconsiderable. (2) The grant would be conditional on tke secular
jrt of the education being done to the satiefaction of national in.
spectord.  Counsequently, the childrin in these schools would be
educated eatisfactorily in the secalsr branches, as the children in our
presect schools are, (3) In tha barely cooceivable casa of the
pational school not having & sufficiency of pupils becaiuse of, say, a
Roman Catholic school in the district, that district could be dealt
with as districts are dealt with where thero are toc few children for
a complete echool becanse of tle aparseness of populstion. And if
one district should in this way be placed somewbat at a disadvantage,
oa the other hand the nation a3 a whole would have the incalculable

benefit of the parmission of religions instraction in the national
schools,” “I think it of very great importance,” concludes Mr Macgregor
“that this point shonldtbe considered by thoss who in good faith are
desirous of the religious instruciion, and will be thankful if the pre-
sent letter helps to draw their atiention to the point.”

WE learn that the Very Bev Fa'her Vaughan, (.83.R., will leave
Waratah, N.8,W,, shortly for a visit to Europe, returning towards
the end of the year. Father Vaughan will be accompanied by the
Very Rev Father Bennett, Provincial of the Order, ard also bytha Rev
Father Mangau, with whom wein New Z2aland are so well acquainted,
We heartily wish tbe good Fathera s safe and prospercus voyage,
but, above all, a speedy retarn. It would be unwelcome news to the
Catholics in this Colony—and we may safely say elsewhere—to
hear that in foture missions they were to miss Father Maogan,

A PROPOSAL made by the Anglican Bishop of Duarbam, and
accepted by the men for a settlement of the coal-miners’ strike would
peem to show that the demand made by the strikers waa not very
extravagant. It would appear that 13} per cent. bad been strack
off the men's wages. The bishop's proposal was that 10 per cent.
shonld go, but that the remaining 3} should be referred to arbitration,
The consent ot the strikers certainly proves their moderation. It,
however, remains for ua to leirn what the circumstances were that
justified the proprietors in their ewn eyes for such a sweeping redue-
tion, The consequent s‘oppag: of the iroo-works in Yorkehire, at
least, seems to point to the fact that there had been no falling off in
demand.
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THE followisg readjustment of portfolios has been finally agreed
to by the Cabinet ;:—Hon J, Ballaoce—DPremier, Colonial Treasurer,
Commissioner of Customs, Commissioner of Sitamps, Government
Insurance, and Public Trust offices. 8ir P, Buckley—Colonial Secre-
tary and Attorney-General, Hon R, J. Seddon--Pablic Works,
Mines, Defence and Marine, Hoa W. P. Beeves —Edzcation, Labour,
Hospitals and Charitable Aid, Hon J. McKenzie—Land, Agricualtare,
and Native Land Parchase, Hon A, J, Cadmuan—Native Affiirs and
Justice, to which is now attached Native Land Courte. He will also
teke charge of all legislation affecting the Native race. Hon J, @,
Ward —Postmaster-General. Hoo J. Carroll—Member of the Execu-
tive representing the Native race,

AT the usual weekly practice of tte Dunedin Liedertafel, on
Monday last, Mr W, J. Cantwell, the librarian of the Bociety, was
preeented by the members with a handsowe marble clock on the
occasion of his marriage. Mr W. F. Young mide the presentaticn,
and, in deing so, referred io eulogistic terms to Mr Cantwell’s long
and valuable serviczs to 1he Bocisty and to the esteem and regard in
which be was held by all the members. The health of the newly-
married was then proposed by Mr Young and responded to with
musical bonours, Mr Cantwell in a neat speech feelingly and swit.
ably responded,

AT \he confersnce of the Canterbury Agricaltural and Pastoral
Asgociation held in Ohristeharch last week, a resolution was unaania
mously passed for teaching clementary agricuitare and farm book-
kneping in the pubue sehoals, 1f all such resalutions passed in diffsrent
quarters be carried 1oto effzct Lthe notions of the children wiil become
rather mized, And what about the cost ! But that is of no account
a0 lopg as we produce prodigies of technicality and other fads, Let
usjtben make way for the infant phenomenon—gruesime successor
of the enfant terrible,

" LoNDON, May 30.—The Belfast Yelegraph publishea Ulster's
plan of resistance, 10 the event of Home Rule being granted. RElec-
tiong to the Dublin Parhament and sll judicial and magisterial
appointments are to be ignored, and only the Queen's taxes will ba
paid, A special police is to be enrolled, and 1be custom houses in
B:lfast, Londonderry, Larne, sand Newry sare to be seizad ; and while
refraicing from aggression, steady preparativng are to be made for
war,”"—Bosh |

THE second reading of Mr Balfour's foolish Local Government
i1ll for Ireland has been carried by a majority of 92, The Irish
Members 8eem to have been taken by surprise —holding the Bill, per-
haps ie too great coatempt, In any case, 27 of them are eaid to have
been absent from the Honse. There hae been some talk as to a post-
ponement of the dissclution owing to the Tory victory. 14, however,
does oot appeat to be regarded as quite geouine, and the probabilities
are that it will have no such effect.

Builders or people geverally interested im building will do well
to vigit the timber yard of Messre C. Leith and Co, George aud King
streets, Dunedin, where they wi!l find all their requirements pro-
vided for in & maoner leaving nothing to he desired, Their gelection
may be made from a large and well-chosen stock,



