
Mb B.S.Wise certainly owed some amende to Ireland inthe old
country where inhis Macmillan article he so infamously maligned
IrishmeninAustraliaand weareglad tosee thatbehas paidit. In*
terviewed during his late visitto England by thePallMail Gazette
as a

"rising Australian politician" (curious thesemistakesof Home
papers),he of coursecould only refute the stupid statementof LordKnutsford that tograntHomeRule toIreland wouldcause disunionin the colonies—" thecolonies would go4ndisgust "—as wellasbe-
tween GreatBritain and Ireland. If this is asample of theintelli-gence of the Conservative Colonial Office, Lord Carriogton's late
criticism of that department was fully justified, and one wonderswhich particular "globe-trotter

"
it wasof the many ot the tribewho so stuffed the earof LordKnutsford. MrWisemight havehad

no difficulty in saying that the colonies were much morelikely to"
go indisgust

"
ifHomeRule to Irelandwerenot granted, but what

he didsay was that it would be impossible to find tencandidates in
the whole of New South Wales opposed to Home Bule,or if found,
oneof whom would be returned forany constituency if he expressed
such a view. "Australians," said Mr Wise, "do not wish to mix
themselves up with English party politics, but perceiving the advan-
tage which they themselves enjoy underHome Bule they cannot,
either through sentimentor throughreasoniog,be brought tobelievein the policy which denies Home Bule to Ireland." This is almost
good enough to wipe out the memory of that Macmillanarticle,if
anything could;butall thesame the writer of thatarticlecouldnot
helprepeating here his old jibe against whathe calls the alienIrishelementin local politics. Speaking as anAustralian,solong, he says,
as HomeBule is refused so long will the Irish inAustralia continue
to

"hold aloof fromnational questions,and isolatethemselvesbothin
politics andsocial life." Well, do they ? We should have thought
that in late politics here the Irish were in evidence enoughat any
rate for Mr Wise and hisfriends, and when he says be believes that"

a largemeasureof Home fctnle wouldremovemuch ifnot allof thepresent bitternessincolonialparty warfare." We may ask where,aris-
ing out of this or any other Irishquestion,is there any such partybitterness to be found ?

WHAT PEOPLE SAY.

"ILOOK forwardtoalandbotholdandyoung;oldinitsChristianity,
yooaginiv» promise of thefuture. A nation which receivedgrace
before theSaxoncametoBritain,and whichhas neverquestionedit;
a Church whichcomprehendsinitshistory therise and fall of Canter-
bury and York, which AugustusandPanlinus found, and which Pole
aodFisher leftbehind them. Icontemplate apeoplewhichhasbad
alongnight and will havean inevitable day. ... Idimly see
the IrelandIam gazing onbecome the road of passage and union
betweenthe twohemispheresand the centreof the world. Iseeits
inhabitants rivalBelgium in populousuess,France in vigour, and
Spain inenthusiasm."

Thuswrote John Henry Cardinal Newman, the first rector of
the CatholicUnivenityof Ireland. And what,wemay ask, did this
illustriousoratorianandspiritual childof StPhilip Nerido towards
rebuilding that Ireland whichhe siw "amid theencircling gloom,"
withinwhich shonehis own"kindly light ?

"
Let Bugene O'Ourry's

lectures answer. They tell us stories of our land which
werecenturies old before the days of Panlinus or of Patrick.
They tell us of a race that had its own peculiar language,
manners, customs, and laws in a state of appropriate perfec-
tion, surpassing that of any people west of Palestine. And
they tell us too of a people so civilised and spiritualised that
with one voice and witb one cry they accepted from Patrick
the most august mystery of the Trinity. The language which
was the instrumentof thought of so noble a race is still within the
reach of the Irish people. That language is not yet corruptedor
cleaved into widely sundered dialects, as is too often impudently
asserted. And not only is ourbeloved home-tongue the samein the
four provinces of Ireland— slight difference of " accent and pro-
priety

" excepted— but an intelligent Irishmancan transactbusiness
withan intelligent Scotchman, the former speakingever}day Irish
Gaelic and thelatter speaking the Gaelicof theHighlands of Scot-
land. Furthermore our spokenlanguage is the same as our written
language ;andour alphabet,aboutwhichso many stupid things have
beensaid and written,oould bemastered in less than tenminutes by
any peison whocan readEnglish. And lastly, the Irishlanguage of
our homes and of our elementary books, conveys infinitely more
meaning to thepeople,bothold andyoung, in the maritimecounties
skirting ourmelancholy ocean fromDerry to Waterford, that does the
simplest and the most expressive language of the stranger, be it
couchedever so sweetly.

A very considerable section of the teachers of the National
schoolshasalwaysbeen thoroughlyNational.Large numbersof them,
especially whentheir lot ilcast inIrish-speakingdistricts,cherish the
old tonguewith themost parentalcare, aod therein give regular and
systematic instructionintheir schools. The First, Second,and Third
Irish Books aresupplied at a nominal priceby the Commissioners of
NationalEducation,and are consequently within the reach of the
poorestclasses. The present system of primary education is,however,
verysadly inapplicable to children whose parents and companions
mainly thinkandspeakin Irish. While giving due place on the pro-
grammeto the English tongue,on account of its commercial advan«
tages, instruction in Irish shouldbe compulsory inall Irish-speaking
districts,and teachers, both male and female, seeking appointments
insuch districts should bs duly qualified togive instructions in the
vernacular. Nearlyall the concessions of legislatures andexecutives
to popularsentiment and commonsense havebeen yielded toagita-
tion. Further agitationin the publicPress andin the British Parlia-
ment will secure the boon indicatedin the preceding sentence. The
ChristianBrothers,notwithstanding the tendencies of towneducation,
arenobly battlingon bahalfof thenational tongne witha patriotism
anda public spirit whichis beyondall praise. Toe samemay besaid
of the nuns of many places, especially those of the Loretto com-
munities. The Catholic University and 8t Patrick's College, May-
nootb, havemade ample provisionfor the teachingof Irish. But the
Training College.' for teicheis ani the Queen's Colleges are still
lamentably deficient in this respect. The pressure of public opinion,
judiciously appliedfromtime to time,might soon lead to the rectifica-
tionof this condition of things.

We sometimes hear of the scarcity of suitable text books for
students of Irish who are advancing beyond the elementary stage.
Here are the titlesof s)B>e Irish Jbooks published or sold at very
Imoderate*prices by Gill and Son, UpperO'Connell street, Dublin:-Vrhe Fate of theChildren of Tuireann,The Fate of the Children of
Lir, The Youthful ExploitsofFionn, TheLayof Oiiin on the Land
of Toutb,The Pursuit of Diarmid andGrainne,The Tribes of Ireland,
Beliques of Irish Jacobite Poetry, Joyce's Irish Grammar, Father
M'Swiney's translation of Professor Windisch's Irish Grammar, etc,
etc. The same publishers have some excellently well-preserved
copies of the "BardicBemainsof Ireland,"by JamesHaNiman, with
a portrait of Carolan. These books have translations, notes, and
vocabularies,so that an intelligent student who speaksIrish could
easily, with some application and sustained energy,in a compara-
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tively short time, become fairly proficient in the language at oar
aaoestors. Nor hai the religion!aapectof themovement lorthepre-
servation ot the Irish language been overlooked. The Maynooth
Oateohism has been translated into Irish by aGalwaypriest, and
carefully revisedby MrJohnFleming,editorof the GaelioJournal,
and pnblishelwith the imprimatur of eoolesiasticalauthority; The
Imitationof Christ has beenrepnblishedinIriihby FatherWalsh,a
Vincentian prieit, assisted by MrFleming,and two prayerbooksin
Irishhare beenproducedbyFatherNolan, aidedby theaccomplished
lay gentlemanalreadymentioned.
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