¥y

NEW
. THE EARLIER BIRD,

———
{ Ooncludod.)
VARIOUS girontusiances which I nesd not datail lengthesed my stay
At Denver from & week to nearly a month, aad in cours of that
me I forgot abiut the letters of introinetion. When I was ready
; depart, however, I thooght of them with a suddea aod intense pang
of ciscomfort. *
I telegraphed to Yelverton and proseeded to pack my trunk.
Jast as I wasabout to tarn the kay it wmddealy scoarrad to me that [
had not notioad the bandle of letiers in ity eastomary corner of ths
HiL I opeped the trank and investigated. The letters were not to
be found, either in ths till or elsewhors, Thea I remembered that
shortly after my arival at the hotel I had taken them ont to show to
Yelverion, aad had put them on the table. Howaever, they were oot
there now,

1 made a thorough search of the room ; the letters had plainly
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I went immediately to ths clerk
for the head ohambsrmaid.

¢ 'Who takes oara of Mr Bonworthy’s room ! ™ he asked.

“ Maggie,” anawered the head chamb:rmaid ; * but Olara had
that room when be first came,”

L have lost & package of letters,” said I,

The two exchanged significant glanoces.

* Do yon think they wure stolea t " I asked ; " no one could have
Any possible objeot——-r"

“Ob no," said the clerk. Then he asked me if the letters wers
valuable,

“N-n0,” 1 #aid ; * not exactly.”

“Well I'll tell you,” said the clerk, avidently much relieved ;
‘*we lot that girl Clars go, beonuse she had & reckless way o! barning
up things that she found lying aronod in the rooms. It you have
made & thorough search and you are sure the letters Are not there, the
chances are that thay are destroyed.”

I found it difffoult to represa my joy aithis intelligence, I:isto
be donbted if the clerk and head chambermaid ever sucoeeded in
explaining my strange conduet, in sctoally refasing to make s row
when one was quite justifiable, I hastened back to the room and
exsqnted & fresh search, so as to satisfy the Iast kisk of my consciencs.
When I was absoltely convinced that tha lettera were gons, I danced
aboat the room in & transport of glee, Tha awful incabus which had
been weighing down my spirita was suddenly removed, and I breathed
agaio.

“What & blockbead I am ,” I said to.mysell : ** why did it never
occar to me ta destroy the letters, and claim, on my return, that they
had been lost."

Chmnce bad supplied the excuse whick imagination had been
noable to conjare up. I continued my journey, light-hearted as a
prisoner who bas just secured hia freedom— iod to ally noguspicious
of the fate that was abont to overtake me.

Yalverton had advised me to atop over at Sacramento—~one of
the bistorio cities of the State—and visit 1the capitol and other places
of interest. Iadopted the paggestion. The tramn got inte Bacramento
in the morning, and I was drivea right to a hotel,

1 wirote my name on the regiater, and asked for & room for one
dsy. The clerk whirled the baok arsuad, glancel at the neme and
aaid, :

‘ All right, Mr Bon ——why,
Bonworthy— of Cleveland ?

“Well," Imid with some dignity, * what did you imagine I
wrote that name for--amussment ¢

His tone and manner sorprised and annoyed me, It was evident,
bowever, that my cool answer had discomeerted bim, for his band sbook
as he pencliled the number of a room atter my name, and he voice
trembled when he called up the bel'~boy,

Ten minutes later, just as [ was completing a basty toilet, there
was s konock at my door and, in answer toa * Come in,” the clerk
entered, followed by a tall, military lookicg man. Wkhen the door
was closed, the olerk motioned his hand toward me, aod nodded,

<" Whatisit?" I asked,

Do you uaderstand,” said tha military man, * tbat you ackaow-
ledge your name to be Klliot Bonworthy ?

" v Of conres I do,” I answerad, somewhat angrily,

# Well, I liks his nerve,” said the military man to the clerk, and
the clerk grinned at me,

* Bay,” continued the military man, ¢
thia town 7

¥ No,” Isaid ; * I had some letters of introduction to several— "

The clerk gave a lond, derisive laugh.

! That seitles it, Bill,” bhe eaid to bhis companion : “ You had
better run bim in, You can take bim down to the city on the after-
noon train,"”

* What does all this mean ? " I exc’aimed,

Bill produced a paper from hia pocket, " Ii meacs that you are
under arrest,” said he, “ oo charge of obtaining money under false

and told my story. Hes sent

are you Mr Bonworthy ?  Eiliot

have you any [riscde in
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pretences. Wo know all about your lotter of introduction schems ;
it may bave worked a1l right ic San Franeiiog, bik it oesm't g0 hers,
Now just coms along quistly, and there won't béiany-troabls, other-
wise—" ) '

I glanoed at the wacrant, There was my name, . * Bliiot Bon-
worthy," a8 pisin as print. T 350" need to remArE that I WAY Aston-
ished and frightened., I had heard of mea being wistaken for erimi-
nals and put to the necesaity of proviog their owa idsntity, but .hers
waa I, arrested under my own name, in & placs where I had sapposed
myself utterly ucknown, Wuat aonld X da—or say? I asked a few
questions, aud learned that 1ha ocim > that was chargad had beea com-
mitted ia tha city of Saa Francisco a week or two befors, Of conrse
I could prove aa slibi at the trisl—bat, in the meantime, what was
to be done to keep out of jati !

I accompanied Bill—* quietly,” as he had soggested—to the
sheriff's officp, and we waitad thers until the next brain left for San
Francisco,

Bill proved to be rather an enterinining companion- The first
balf of the trip be did his best to convinca ms that 1 onght to maks
s full confession to him of all my orimes. He promissd to ™ stsnd
in” and get mu off with s light sentencs. When ha fonnd this
undertaking hopeless, he began to talk about the coantry, answaring
the questions which I, s stranger to tbe scencs throogh which we
wers pamsing, very natarally ssked, At length, bowever, as we wers
oroslog the ferry from Oakland, when I expressed my satistaction
at beholding the Golden Gate for the first time he tornsd on me, with
& shee pigh grin, and eaid :

“You'd better let up, It won't do no gool. Of coorse yonu
know the place as well as I do, aad it's no se your izyin’ to £ill ma
fall of prunes,”

When we arrived in that city,
office,

“We will take yon to the gaol later on," eaid Bi'l, apologeti.
cally.

The eheriff dispatched a mesmesoger after somoe of the
iog witnesses, and then proceeded to interview me, [
name and explained that I wag a tourist from Cleveland,
his head and annonnced that the jig was ap, aad that I might as wall
confess, for they had a very good case againat me,

Presently, two well-dressed men wera ushersd into the room,
Bill accompanied them,

** This is the man,”
least the name.”

“He is nat the man,” g.id one of the new-comers, emphatically,

‘‘He isn’t?" exclaimed tbe sheriff, aad Bill made a hasty refer-
ence to the infernal regions,

“No 1" cried the gentlaman, 1 told you the tellow had blond
monstache, blae eyes, was thick sat, and wors his hair parted nearly
in the middie,”

“ Yelverton 1" I exclaimad, springing mp,

**That's one of his names,” said the sheriff ; " he went under the
vame of Elliot Bonworthy, and he had an armEal of letters of intra.
duotion, with which he worked ths town, Waat do ¥you koow abont
him? "

¥ He atole those letters from me at Denver,” I said.

*“Oh, then you are the Bimon Pare Elliott Bonworthy ! said
one of the gentlemen,

* I ean prove it readily enough, if fnecessary " I said,

The sheriff and Bill began to make profuse apologies, to which
1 paid little attention, ns I was anzious to learn of Yelverton und
his performances,

“He arrived here nearly a month ago,” enid one of the gentle.
men, ¥ and began immedistely to meke acquaintance by meaus of
these lettera—your letters, it appears, They were to many of the
finest people in the city. 8o we took the mag right in, for he talked
and acted like a perfect gectleman, Well, sir, I don’t suppase any
man that ever came to this eity got more elegant treatment than that
fellow. Do you? he asked, turaing to his companios, who signified
his entire agresment,

" (1o on," I said, witk an inward groan,

** The best private houses and the clubs wera gl open to him,
and be received every possible attention. Beveral men I know gave
him wioe snppors. There wasn’t a gocial event of importance to
which be fasiled to bave an invitation, He gave ont that he was
sizing things up for a syniicate of Cleveland capitaliste that thought
of investing largely in mines, Well, sir, I calculate that in the
three wevks that he pat in in thia city, ke had probably one of the
very largest times that any man ever enjoyed. And he wound the
thing up by getting the names of three or four good business men on
epurious draf e, snd then snddenly disappeared from viaw.”

“ That was when 1 telegrapted him that I was coming,” I said.

“ Well,” observed the speaker in couclosion, * if you bave any
maore letters of introduction bearing that same name, I wounld not
advise you to present them, for you are liable to got arrested every
lime you try one oa,”

I explsined that Yelverton had captured the entire pack. The
complaining witnesrea then shook hands with me and departed, I

we went directly to the sherift's

complain-
told him my
He nodded

gaid) tha sheriff, # he acknowledges it—at



