
Current Topics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

Itis a carious and 6uggestive fact that two bodies
among thehuman populationof the earth, who are
commonly supposed to be widely separated from
each other, arenow in motion withmore or less

virulent intentions. We allude to the anarchists and tie Orange-
men. It is sill more curious and suggestive that the object
aimed atby these two widely dfferenr, or differently reputed sections
of humanity, is one and tbe bame. The anarchists of France and
Spain areshowing themselvesparticularly active with regard to the
Catholic Church. Itwas in the churches of Paris th<»t their outbreak
commenced, and in Madrid and Cadiz Catholics engaged inDivine
worship have been the specialobject of their attack. Under such
circumstances it is suggestive, as we have said, to see a clerical
mission from the North of Irelandgoing out topleid with the people
of GreatBritain to give their support to the threats that the Orange-
men of their province have u'tered against their Catholic fellow
countrymen. Doubtless these dious missionaries would holdup their
hands inhorror at tin idea of their deserviug to be classed with the
followers of Marx orLassalle, or, still more, of Balounine. D > they

not enter upon their task with the wordof the Gospel in their mouth,
and morally supported by the sympathy of tha Tory Prime Minister ?
Nevertheless their intpntion is that of calling out an expression of
wrath, and cf obtaining at least mor.d assistance in an outbreak
against law and order. The anarchists with their bomb? are more

advanced and more direct— perhapsmore courageousin their action,
but tbe Orangemen are not les* deadly in their throats and their
intentions. Whither they will prove so bod in their performance
remains tobe seen,and warather think they will not. The mission
to Great Britain, however, goes out under less favourable circum-

■tanccsthan wouldhave been the case some yearsa^o. Taero was a
time, prior that is to the memorable proceedings at Cleator Moor)
when peopleinEngland andScotlandhad seen nothing on their own

e;de of the Irishsoa which could give them any information as to
tbe true natureof Orangeism. They weredependant for their know-
ledge of it on those one-sided stories that tie organs of the party(

and others favourableto it, publishedas to the attacks upon it made
by Catholics. All the longcourseof outrage andinsult that led to seme

excess on thepart of a hot-headedCatholic mob wassuppressedand
a chastisementearned, if not deserved, by years of insolence and
brutality was described as an unprovoked and aggressive outbreak.
The memory,however, of Cleator Moor his hardly yet died away
throughout Great Britain. There tbe Orangemen betrayed them-
selves andappeared in their true colours. Without any provocation
whatever, and inspiredby the virulent,undistinguishing, hatred that
is their characteristic, they made a violent and indiscriminate attack
oo children, women, anddefenceless men— on people whohad come
into their neighbourhood without giving th«ra a thought or being
aware perhapß of their existence— for tbe peaceful purposes of a
pleasure-party. There was no difference of opinion throughout the
country about the matter;the revelation was pronouncedcomplete
and the Press, without exception,declared that nothing of the kind
must be tolerated. When these pious missionaries, therefore, go
overto plead from English and Scotchplatforms and pulpitß for the
support of thepeople of GreatBritainin sustaining such a roodition
of things inUlster— not, indeed, in all Ireland, for it would bean
injustice to Protestants throughout the country cot to acknowledge
what we know to be the fact, that Orangeism hasalways b?en re-
garded by them, with very few exceptions, as the shame and oppro-
brium of their creed. Theee Protestants have long had the testimony
that the doings at Cleator Moor placed withinimmeaiate reach of
thepeople of Great Britain. When these pious missionaries go over

to plead in such a caute, will not the memory of Clea or Moor be
recalled to some sufficient purpose 1 Nay, has not Scotland had a

morerecent experience still,inconnection with a Pruteatant contin-
gent imported from the Orangehead-quarterstoreplacesome discon-
tentedCatholic labourers in Glasgow,but whohad no eoonerarrived
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in the ci'y than they eet toand fought among tbem»elve», disturbing
the whole quarter of the townin which they were lodged ? Prea-
chersof the Gospel go over to Great Britain to back up with their
pioaaexhortations the blood-thirsty threats made by men like these,
that, if ameasure isconstitutionally carried which displeases them
they will Bet the lsw at defiance, make common cause withanarch*
ists, and run amuck throughout the country slaughtering everyone
whois opp)sed to them. Oan anything be more preposterous than
this? Has the cry of 4< No-Popery

"
ever been more grossly or im-

pudently rused? We have not errei, therefore, in the comparison
we hare made. Orangemenand anarchists are,in fact,atone. The
Church is their object of attack and tha methods ihey approveof or
adopt are but little different. The anarchist, however, is thebolder
of the two. He sets to work without giving a warning, by wbiob
be mayhope to intimidate, and thus to save himself the danger of
action. The Orangeman,if be can attain his object while be Baves
his skin infinitely prefers to do so. Indeed the chances are that the
desire tosave his skin will confine his actionto such insolentthreats.
He mak<»B known, however, what it is he would do if he durst—
and this, as well as the companionship in which, toall intentsand
purposes,he exhibitshimself, shouldbe euough to inform the world
as to his real nature.

Our contemporary the Otago Daily Times giveshb
another view, the following :— ""

At the sitting of the Native
Lands Court at Hastings on Tuesday a comical

episodeoccurred. A female witness wa9 asked why her mother was
not giving evidenca, as, the question being; one of ancestry, the
mother mightbsexp ced toknow more. The witness naively replied
thather mother was too old,that she was not accustomed to thfl ways
of courts,and did not know hare to tril lies!'' Bat was italtogether
a comical episode andonly thit ? We fancy it would not ba impos-
sible to discover in it something aUo of a tragic element. Is this,
indeed, what the enlightened civilisation, of which somuch isbcasted
as distinguishing the Anglc-S»son race, and which to have spread
abroad over the face of the earth has gained for them so much
renown, bas conferred upon a less privileged people? The elder
woman, adhering more closely to the practices of heisavage fore-
runners, has not required the art oE telliug ILb. The true-bora
Briton brags that the less richly-endowed races are destined to die
out before his advance. Bat what of the diseases by which they
perish?— the vice, and fraud, and falseboood, with whichhe infects
them1 There may be more than one way, then, of lookingat this
episode which we quote. Bven a laughing philosopher might, per*
haps,con eider it with tearsiv his eyes.

Rumours of the Faribault plan have at length
1 reached Dunedin. We had been for some time
looking for their arrival and their adaptation to

the situation in New Zealand. To give the devil
hie due, however, as we alwiysdo, we find that the plan is fairly
sketched. Itconsists in placing a Catholic school, conducted by
Dominican nuns, at a place called Faribault, in the diocese of 8t
Paul,under the State educational authorities, the school to be in all
respects conducted like a Catholic school, except that direct religious
instructionis not tobe given within thehours over which the State
has control— that is, within the ordinary school hours. The plan is,
as yet, inan experimental stage, and nothing can be definitely pro-
nouncedconcerning it. Iehas theapprobationof ArchbishopIreland,
in whosedioceseitis beingcarried on*,butitby no meanscommands
the decided approval of all the Catholic authorities of the Uoited
States. Indeed,ithas been very frankly anievenseverely criticised
anda variance of opiaionprevailswithregard to it. As we ourselves
know nothing indepandently concerning it, wehavenoopinionon the
matterto offer.Archbishop Irelandisa prelatewhom we highlyesteem
S3i*rasweknow of hisGrace from theC itholic Prees of the country,
butAmerican ecclesiastics not unfrequently sirike us as somewhat
exceedingin boldness. Probably, if we knew the circumstances in
which they are placed, we should attain to a better understanding.
The bare fact that Archbishop IrJand has authorised an experiment,
therefore, does not necessarily make us confident of its success or
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