
The Hon Dr Grace's suggestions as to improvementsdesirablemithe Duuedin School of Medicine have given rise toa good deal ofdiscussion. At therecent opening of the session of the Otago Univer-sity,reference was made to thematter by some of the speakers, whwseemed toadmit the justice of Dr Grace'scomments. On this occ'asiorDr Brown alluded also to the cramming system of the day as ex
"

cising a deleteriousinfluence on the training of pupils. But thi f*'a universal difficulty whichit will be hard toovercome. It g ,emß, emßinvidious to reflect adversely onany proposal made for an exfr .nsiouof charity, but still there are twosides to the question mooted by theChancellor as to whether it would uot be desirable to tr rOw theDunedin Hospitalopen to the country in general at thec^penße o£the citizens-the funds to be principally supplied by tb c appoint-ment of anHospital Sonday. Charity is asentiment tobe encouragedby all legiiiraate means, but evenin this, there are cert am limits tobe observed which it would not be beneficial to crons^resa So faragain,as improving the medical school by such, means?is concerned'the matter touches on an increase of a system of which we havealready toomach, that is the system of payingby pnblic t^&lioa furtne education of young people whose parents- We very well ablethemselves to bear the expense. None but the sons of comparativelywealthy peopleare entered here as medical Btudents. Every remarkmade, however, with respect to Dr Grace's criticism has not beenfavourable,but theDoctor, we doubtnot, ia wellable to sustain hisposition.

** Th 5? h .,ay°i .eorgeGrey> whichoccurred °nTh««-day, the 24th met, has beea throughout the Colony anoccasion ofrejoicing and felicitation. Sir George's career certainly containsmany records on which he may look back witha pardonable pride!andon which tis friends anl admirers, of whom thereareso marwmay well congratulate him. We hope there are still birthdays tocome for him on which such honourable andkindly eympathies mar-be renewed.
* * "*"*

invention of printing was certainly a greatadvantage,and themanmust indeed bepossessed
of no small stock of temerity who should ques-tion the merits of a free Press. We should notthink of making such aventure, and if wp did,we know we should be assignedaplace inen-lightenedminds by the side of Torquemada and
other worthies whooccupy there the niche vacatedby the defunct Beelzebub. Still it really would appearas ifthe invention of printing and the freedom of the Press werenot altogether without another aspect. A demoralisingliterature, for example,carrying out the principles of a god-less education, we are told,is showing itseffects in the markeddeterioration notable at present in the rising generation ofParis. A special instance is mentionedin which the perusalof a tale writtenby M. Gaboriau so inspired onesusceptibleyouth with the desire of out-witting the police that he im-mediately entered on a criminal career—but not with thehappy resultshe had promised himself. All the passions,inshort, are thus excited and the consequence is a grave in-crease in the evil reputationof a city, that, as things wereneitherhadnordeseived to have a very good name.

'
But take that preface to M.Kenan's new work to whichwe have also alluded elsewhere. What must necessarily bethe effect producedby it onpeople who look upon the authoras all that is spirituel, learned, and philosophical ? In themiddle ages,he tells his readers, men were consistent. Theyregarded their sufferings here below as a necessary conditionof their full recompense— the rewad to be attained inheaven. With tbe brute creation,he says, it was differentThey received their recompense here. "The lion whose ser-vices St Anthony retained to bury St Paul worked withastonishing vigour to dig the grave. As a reward ftAnthony gavehim his blessing, the result of which was thatthe lion immediately encountereda sheep, of whichhe madeameal. This was very fair to the lion, but was justice doneto the sheep? Clearly not." «We fear," adds the writer," that m the organisationof the world there is no trace ofjustice for the sheep."— We are nowalla brute creation—none of us one whit better in the end than the beasts thatperish. But possibly it may depend upon ourselves whetherwe shall figureamong the lions or the sheep.

m
Does any one really suppose— we do not say any onemhis senses,because it appears to us that the necessary de-gree of lunacy is quiteout of the reachof even the most rag-

ingmaniac. No oneis half mad enoughto supposethat thatenjoyment of which M. Renan speaks of the happiness tocome sons after they themselves have been annihilated canbe, as things noware, a powerful motive or restraining forceamong the masses. We cannot, of course, tell whatthe stateof afiairsmay be after scores or hundreds of years. 13y thattime the masses may be altogether differently disposed,but
meantimethey will'act on the feelings thatnow prevail amongthem. Will not carps diembe their necessary, possibly theirwisest, motto, and that in the most sinister sense of thewords ? If the world, then, be divided between the lions andthe sheep, and there be nothingbesides, or beyond, whowould
not choose to be a lion ? He would thus certainly have a

Here isa paragraph aptly illustratingwhat we have said elsewhere about the writings of M. Benaa and other m.schiefmakers oftheperiod:-"Youthfulcriminals in Francearedecidedly^ deslecleThere isat tmsmoment, says the SUndard,a lad not vet 20 years ofage awaiting, in the prisonof St Nazaire, the day onwhich,at dawnhe will be led out to theplace of execution to expiateadoublemur-der, two helpless old womtn havingbeen his victims. It is difficult
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PROGRESS AND JUSTICEINTHE NINETEENTH
CENTURY.
Th» Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own soleexpense,an excellent education for their ownchildren. Yetsuch is the sense of justiceandpolicy in the New ZealandLegislature that it compels these Catholics, after havingmanfully provided for their own children, to contributelargely towards the freeandgodlesseducationof other people'schildren II! This is tyranny,oppression,andplunder.

ANOTHER VIEW.

better chance, evenalthough he must want the blessing of a
saint. And why,by the way,should not the blessing of asaint appropriately bring a lion his dinner ? Let him answerwith a scoff to whom a legof roastmutton, for example,is aforbiddendelicacy. Justice, of course, wasdone to thesheep.He fulfilled anend for which nature had intended him. M.Renan's implied sneer is, in fact, a shallow one. Possibly'however, though your lion,too, must meet his fate, all elsebeing removed, most people would think his was the betterchance."We fear that in the organisation of the world there isno trace of justice for the sheep." The choice M. Renahplaces before the people seems easy. To suffer inquietness
and self-restraint the chances and changes of this mortal life,with the assurance that,eveninannihilation,theymay rejoicein the elevation of a world not yet dawning upon the mostdistant horizon of the future. The other alternative is toassume the lion's part,and,bad as it seems, it maybe ques-tioned as to whether it is not the better one. It is in fact,
the more natural, and, therefore, probably the more whole-some. It may seem paradoxical,but if there benothingatall, as M.Renan in effect declares there is, why should wenot try to get as much of it as we can ?

M. Gaboriau may paint in such glowing colours themerits of criminal trickery that he inspires susceptible,youthswith the desire to go and do likewise. Other writer^ each inturn,may gild and glorify aparticular vice. But 7ji[Kenangives the rein to all the passions together. £. ludicrousfalse, impossible, sentiment is all he sets up a*s a barrieragainsthis lesson of despair. Let us look upr,n the lions ofthe period in a fair light. If they attack pr.iests and pro-cessions,and scatter bombs in crowded churches, theyare butasserting the place that an advanced philosophy has assignedto them. They are bat attempting to play the lion so as toavoidplaying the sheep. And if there be no justice for thesheep,who shallventure tocondemn them as criminal? Thestronger lion,indeed,may crush or attempt to crush themforhis own ends andhis own interests—hardly nobler ones per-haps, than theirs.
'

There is, then,another aspect in which we may view theinvention of printing and the freedom of the Press, what-ever the temerity of expressing such anopinion may be.
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