Friday, April 22 1892

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

17

_ . o

@M Iﬂqw r galand Qahlat.

F1AT Justiria,

FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 1892,

PROGRESS AND JURTICE IN THE NINETEE NTH
CKNIORY.
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Tux Catholics of New Zealand provide, at their own sole
exponse, an excellent education for their own children, Yet
guch is the sense of juatice and policy in the New Zealand
Legislature that it compels these Catholics, after having
manfully provided for their own children, to contribute
largely towards the free and godless education of other people’s
ehildren | 1! This is tyranny, oppression, and plander.

ANOTHER VIEW,

HE invention of printing was certainly a great
advantage, and the man must indeed be possessed
of no small stock of temerity who should ques-
tion the merits of a free Press. We should not
think of making such a venture, and if we did,
we know we should be assigned a place in en-
lightened minds by the side of Torquemada and
other worthies who ocenpy there the niche vacated

by the defunct Beelzebub. Still it really would appear as if
the invention of printing and the freedom of the Press were
not altogether without another aspect. A demoralising
literature, for example, carrying out the principles of a god-
less education, we are told, is showing its effects in the marked
deterioration notable at present in the rising generation of
Paris, A special instance is mentioned in which the perusal
of a tale writien by M. Ganorray so inspired one susceptible
youth with the desire of out-witting the police that he im-
mediately entered on a criminal career—but not with the
heppy results he had promised himselt. All the passions, in
short, are thus excited and the consequence is a grave in-
crease in the evil reputation of a city, that, as things were,
neither had nor deseived to have a very good name.

But take that preface to M, Renan’s new work to which
we have also alluded elsewhere, What must necessarily be
the effect produced by it on people who look upon the author
as all that is sprrituel, learned, and philosophical ?  In the
middle ages, he tells his readers, men were consistent, They
regarded their sufferings here below as a necessary condition
of their fall recompense—the rewa'd to be attained in
heaven, With the brute creation, he says, it was different,
They received their recompense here. ¢ The lion whose ser-
vices 8Bt ANTHOKY retained to bury 8t PauL worked with
astonishing vigour to dig the grave. As a reward ot
AxtHoxnY gave him his blessing, the result of which was that
the lion immediately encountered a sheep, of which he made
a meal, This was very fair to the Jion, but was justice done
to the sheep? Clearly not.” “We fear,” adds the writer,
“that in the organisation of the world there is no trace of
Justice for the sheep.”—We are now all a brate creation—
none of us one whit better in the end than the beasts that
perish, Bat possibly it may depend upon ourselves whether
we shall figure among the lions or the sheep,

Does any one really suppose—-we do not sey any one
in his senses, because it appears to us that the necessary de-
gree of lunacy is quite out of the reacl of even the most rag-
ing maniac. No one is half mad enough to soppose that that
enjoyment of which M. Rexax speaks of the happiness to
come mous after they themselves have been annihilated can
be, as things now are, a powerful motive or restraining foree
among the masses. We cannot, of course, tell what the state
of aflairs may be after scores or hundreds of years, DBy that
time the masses may be altogether differently disposed, but
meantime they will*act on the feelings that now prevail among
them. Will not carpe dicm be their necessary, possibly their
wisest, miotto, and that in the most sinister semse of the
worda 7 If the world, then, be divided hetween the lions and
the sheep, and there be nothing besides, or beyond, who would
not choose to be a lion ?  He would thus certainly have a
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better chanee, even slthough he must want the blessing of a
saint, And why, by the way, should not the blessing of a
saint appropriately bring a lion his dinner? Let him snswer
with & scoff to whom a leg of roast mutton, for example, is a
forbidden delicacy. Justice, of course, was done to the sheep,
He fulfilled an end for which nature had intended him. M,
Revaw’s implied sneer is, in fact, a shallow one, Possibly,
however, though your lion, too, must meet his fate, all else
being removed, most people would think his was the better
chance,

“ We fear that in the organisation of the world there ig
no trace of justice for the sheep,” The choice M. Rexax
places before the people seems easy. To suffer in quietness
and self-restraint the chances and changes of this mortal life,
with the agsurance that, even in annibilation, they may rejoice
in the elevation of a world not yet dawning upon the most
distant horizon of the future, The other alternative is to
agsume the lion’s part, and, bad ss it seems, it may be ques«
tioned a8 to whether it is not the better one. Itis in fact,
the more natural, and, therefore, probably the more whole-
some. It may seem paradoxical, but if there be nothing af,
all, as M. Rexax in effect declares there is, why should we
not try to get as much of it as we can ?

M. Gazoriav may paint in sach glowing colovrg the
merits of eriminal trickery that he ingpires susceptible, youths
with the desire to go and do likewise. Gther writerr,-, each in
turn, may gild and glorify & particulsr vice, But ", Renan
gives the rein to all the passions together. A ludicrous,
false, impossible, sentiment js all he sets up as a barrier
against his lesson of despair, Let us look upcn the lions of
the period in a fair light. If they attack priests and Ppro-
cesslons, and scatter bombs in crowded churchies, they are but
asserting the place that an advanced philosophy has ‘assigned
to them. They are but attempting to play the lion so as to
avoid playing the sheep. And if thers be no justiea for the
sheep, who shall venture to condemn them as criminal? The
stronger lion, indeed, may crush or attempt to crush them for
his own ends and his own interests—hardly nobler ones, per-
haps, than theirs.

There is, then, another aspect in which we may view the
invention of printing and the freedom of the Press, what-
ever the temerity of expressing such an opinion may be,

THE Hon Dr Grace’s suggestions as to improvements desirable in
the Dauedin School of Medicine have given rise toa good deal of
discossion. At the recent opening of the session of the Otago Univer-
gity, reference was made to the matter by some of the speakers, who
seemed 1o admit the justice of Dr Grace’s comments, On thig oceasior,
Dr Brown alluded also to the cramming syslem of the day as ex'er..
cising & deleterious influence on the training of pupila. But thi ¢ ia
& univereal difficalty which it will be hard to overcome. Ig F 2ems
invidions to reflect adversely on any proposal made for an €Xtr :npion
ol charity, but anil there are two sides to the quesiion mooted by the
Chanecellor ag to whetker it would not be desirable to tt ;ow the
Duzedin Hospital open to the country in general at the e spense of
the citizens—the fands to be priocipally supplied by ty e appoint-
ment of an Hospital Banday, Charity is & sentrment to be encouraged
by all legitimate means, but even in this, there are cert win limits to
be observed which it would not be beneficial to Crensisregy, 8o far
again, as improving the medical school by ench weans ig cuncerned'
the matter touches on an increase of a systota of which we ha.ve:
already too much, that is the system of Paying by publie taxation fur
the education of young peopls whose parents are very wel} able them-~
selves to bear the expemse. None buat the 80m8 of comparatively
wealthy people are entered here as medical studenta, Every remark
made, however, with respect to Dr Grace's critieism bas net been
favourable, but the Doctor, we doubt not, is wel] able to suetain hig
position,

Tuge 801h birthday of Sir George Grey, which occurred on Thurs-
day, the 2{th inst, has been throughout the Colony an oecasion of
rejoicing and felicitation. Bir Georpe’s career certainly contsing
mary records on which he may look back with a pardonable pride,
and on which Lis friends ani admirers, of whom there &re 80 many,
may well congratalate him. We kope there are still birthdays to

come for him on which suck honourable and kindly 8ympathies may
be renewed.,
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HERE is a paragraph aptly illustrating what we have said else.
where about the writings of M. Renan and other migchief makers of
the period :—* You:hfa! crimisals in Franee are decidedly fin de sitele,.
There is at this moment, 8ays the Stendard, a lad not Yyet 20 years of
age awaiting, in the prison of Bt Nazaire, the day on which, at dawn,
he will be led ont to ihe piace of execution to expiate a donble mur=
der, two helpless old women having been his victims, It is diffiult
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