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Bibla?! Mr Hastings, if he were a Catbolic at all, conld have beea
one barely in name. Animal courage he and Miss B. may bave had,
bat frivolous and coarse they nndoubtedly wers, Bat this is to receive
the story as true, If the story is untrue, and the credulity of those
who recelve it as otherwise muat be great, Mr Hastings, at leaat,
gives to the public the detatls of what, nnder the circnmstances spoken
of by him, he wounld consider o hecoming and desiruble line of pro-
csedings, On the whole, by quoting this gentleman’s narrative, Mr
8tead has bardly raised the standard of hia work. If he brings tor-
ward witnesses at all they should be grave and trustworthy paersons,
on whosa teetimony reliance may be placed, Mr Hastings is eviiently
nothing of the kind,

Apropos of the calumnies relatiog toindulgences
referred to In the Bishop of Dunedin's sermon, of
which we eleewhere publish a report, it will not be
out of place to take a short viaw of the state of
things io which such calumnies had their origin.
We find the matter aAllnded to in & notice given by the Afheneum of
February 20, of cortain State papers of the reign of Henry VIII.,
recently arranged, ¢ As early as the 8th of July (1536) Chapuys
writes, ‘It {s & lamentable thing to see a legion of monks and nuns,
who have been chased from their monaateries, wandezing migerably
hither and thither, seeking meana fo live; Yet on the Eing's part
thera was no sign of hesitation. On the contrary, ke drove on
forioualy to his goal—hia trembling slaves conld not go fast enough
to pleass him.,” This stata of things, we are told, provoked a re-
bellion in Liscolnshire and Yorkshire. The leadera of the people in
the latter county are described ms men of remarkable ability and
vesolation, One of them especially, named Aske, is spoken of as
& “ person of true mobility of sentiment,” and possessed of “ many
of those qualities which go to make up the heroic character.”” Aske,
nevertheless, having been invited to London on a safe-conduct to
sonfer personally with the King, was treacherously remanded to York,
Where he was banged. “ There was no faith to be kept with traitors.”
As another instance of Henry's mercy, we are told of sixty-two poor
wretches, who, on the collapse of the onthreak in Yorkshire, had
been left as prisoners in Hull. * They wera releassd on bail for
their ro-appearance. Who could have thought of their being worth
alanghtering ? Donbtless to the surprise and consternaticn of all
concerned the King was exceedingly angry at the semblance of
mercy ; be insisted that these sixty-two should be execated in divers
parts of the country. If they could not, without dsnger, execute all
they were to apprehend the priests and principals of that sort, and
have them * indslayably executed.'” The Lincolnshire men were not
more leniently dealt with, “Early iu March the Lincolnshire men
were bronght to trial; thirty-four of them, including the Abbot of
Kirkstall, were condemned for high treason and all were executed
within & few days, twenty of them being clergy or monks of the
various religious honses.” *‘The plunder of the monasteries,” again
writes the raviewer, *“ goes on relentlessly. It is a dreadfnl atory that
deepens in horror the more closely we look into it—a story of pillage
snd cruelty, and ferocions greed and mesoness,” Is it any wonder
wa would apk, that such a condltion of things, such an infamons nn-
dertaking 8o infamonsly carried out, should bave ief: to the future a
legacy of calumny and lying ?

CALUMNIRE
AND
THEIR ROUROE.

IT would appear that there is a literary horge-boy

MORE §HEEK. cor some character of the kind hanging around the
railway station at Gore for the convenience of

passengers, It wonld also appear that our contemporary, the Otage
Witness, bad appointed the said factotum 1t's congenial purveyor of
Oatholic news in the district. Here are some of the polished and
elegant results :—* Scholastic, Polemic, or Ecclesiastic—Which |
After going through the ordinary course of a gratuitons and general
but; so-called godless system of education, three of our district boys
wera yesterday sent off to the Wellington Roman Catholic Maynooth
College to get the nngodly taint ruhbed off, and the final polish pat
on. Whether thia is the natural first fruite of some recent missionary
enterprise will soon be known, but the paternal care manifested by
the priests of the place in connection with the despatch of their
yoathiul charge wonld seem to poiat in tha direction of special care
being about to be taken in trainiog the native artiels in the orthodox
narratives of history,as well as the inculcation of the scund principles
of the only troe religion under heaven! The R.C, decomination hag
oot been famous for ite endeavours to educate the masses, but it can-
not fail to obeerve that some education is requisite whether for the
ecclesinstic, polemic, or for scholastic or even forensic purposes, not
to rpeak of ¥he money-making ‘rades of farming and whisky selling,”
Thias correspondent has evidently heen in the habit of earning an
honeat penny by calling in the police, among the rest, and he shows
bimself vexed that what be regards as an chjectionable proceeding has
now afforded bim no excuse for doing so, Waa there any attempt
mede, by the way, to pelt the boys or their parenta with clods?
Any how, we gee bow spunkily they are blackguarded in the columnp
of the Witness, What does this chap know about the R.C, denomi-
nation? But among the things that members of the denomination

in question cannot fail to perceive is the complete immunity from all
edueational requirsmente enjoyed by certain newspaper correspon-
dents. The “Wellington Ruman Catko'ic Mayrnooth College!’ need
be at no trouble in giving ita studenta an intellectual training
for that position, a8 we see from the spacimen betore us. Why, oar
* Jims" actually seems to anppose that Maynooth is a generic term.
They say that drifting straws show which way the wind is blowing.
Cac the manner in which mud is Aung give us any warning of &
gimilar kind? The publication by the Witness of such a paragraphas
that we have quoted would at least sesm to point at a desire or an inten-
tion to coatrol Oatholics in the choice of schools for their children.
Does our contemporary really mean to appoint a horse-boy spy at
every rallway station to watch the coming and going of Oatholic school-
ehildreo and report on it ? Bat let him ace that hia spies are correct
in their information. The number of boys who went from Gore to
Wellington was five, not three, and the priests who saw them off were
one, Perhaps our ‘' Jims " saw his raversnce with eyes that had pre-
viously been inspecting one of thoge whiskey-selling establishments
he alludes to. Indeed, his whole paragraph is very saggestive ag to
something of the kind, Woe have to congratulate the Witzness cn the
davices to which it seems iaclined to descend.

IRELAND’S FAMOUE SONS ABROAD.
—— -

THE following are extracts from a lecture lately delivered by My
Jeremiah M‘Veagh, of London, kefore the Belfast Young Ireland

Bociety :—
Passing through tbe Foglish Parliament House, or Westminster
Abbey, you will observe the pame of a stray Irishman or two,
Edmund Burke, for ¢xawple, We have heard of a Wellington, of
General Wolsely, of General Boberts, and of General White, Juat
a8 a few years ago a Cairns was Lord Chancellor of England, before
long a Liberal Governmens will turn to ancther Irishman to fill the
same post, 8ir Charles Ruaeell. The most distinguished of colouial
admipistrators is an Irishmas, Lord Dufferin, ss is Fisld-Marshal
Bir Patrick Grant. Oue of the anti-Irish journals in England recently
published & war-whboop from an indignant correspondens, who com-
plained toat the Press in London was honeycombed with Irishmen ;
that close on 50 per cen tof Londoa journalists were Lrish or of Irish
descent, In Australia, take Viectoria. Here two Chief Justices
hailed from this country, the late Bir William Btawell and Mr Georga
Higginbotbam. Tha late 8ir RBedmond Barry was, as fitst Chancellor
of the Melbourne Uaiversity, founder and first president of the Pab-
lic Library and the Nationa! Gallery. The first President of the
Legislative Council was an Irishman, 8ir James Palmer. The lead-
ing men in the medical profession, irom the late Dr Richard Thomas
Taacey to the renowned operator Thomas Naughten Fitzgerald, are
Irish-born. Four of the five speakers of the Assembly are snch,
namely, the late Sir Francis Murphy, 8ir Charles M'Mahon, 8ir C
Gavan Duffy, and the late Mr Pater Lalor, Of Prime Miuisters the
names of the late Sir John O'Bhanassy, 8ir Gavan Duffy, and Sir
Bryan O'Loghlen at once occur, as do that of the late Sir Robert
Molesworth, who had no superior as an equity judge. Wilson Gray,
the brother of 8ir John Gray, became the founder and leader of the
Liberal Party in Victoris, sat for Kodney in the Parliament of that
colony, lives in history as the greatest of Australian land reformers,
and died a judge in New Zealand. Mr R. D: Ireland, Q.C., also
became a prominent Parliamentarian in Vietoria, and was thrice
Attorney-Gereral, and died one of the leaders of the Australian Bar.
The Hon Edward Butler became Attorney-General of New Bonth
Wales under 8ir Henry Parkes ; the Hon R, 8. Anderson, Miniater
of Justice in Victoria ; the Hun Michael O'Grady, Minister of Public
Works; and Judges Bindou and Macoboy of the same colony,
Vicioria, in fact, hag had two ex.Irish rebels as her Prime
Ministars—8ir Charles Gavan Doffy and 8ir Bryan O'Loghlan;
and the latter, who organised and drilled a company of Clare
insnrgents in '48, is freely mentioned as the next Agent.
General for Victoris in London, 8ir Richard Dry became
Premier of Tasman ; and only last year a memorial tablet to
another great Irish-Australian—Right Hon W, B Dalley, P.C, ¢ C,
—was unveilsd in St Pavl’s London. The eldest san of Hir C, Gavan
Duffy, the Hon J. Gavan Duffy,is 8 Minister of the C'rown ; his second
son is the leader rf the County Court Bar; and the other two hold
prominest positions in the Civil Service. Only a few months have
pasged since the death of 8ir Francis Marphby, the first speaker of the
Victorian Parliament ; and the equally lamented dzmise of the Hon
John Macrossan, who had heid the position of Mipister of Public
Works, in Queensland, who left school at the age of sixtesn in hia
native Donegal. As for Bir Francis Murphy, he sat in the Speaker'a
chair for fifteen snccessive years~the longest term on record in colonial
annals, Idon’t know whether Mr E, G. Fiizgibbon would be com-
plimented if I called him the 8ir John Monckton of Melbourne , and
the Vice-Pregident of the New Bouth Wales. Executive isn gentleman
with the Hibernian patronymie of Daniel (’Connor, a lineal descen-
dant of Arthur O’Connor of the '98 Rebellion, The Lieutenant.
Governor of the same colony, Bir Frederick Darley, is also one of our-



