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mised to send them the Paraclete,the comforter, which would give
them understanding of right and wrong. Theyhad receivedGod's
virtue, which would enable them to avoid evilandchoose thegood"
He closed his discourse by advising them to be constant inprayer,
morning and evening. The Sacrament of Confirmation was then
administeredby his Lordship to thesubjects,after whichheimparted
to the congregation the PapalBenediction, which it is customary for
a bishop to do on his visitation to a parish after his return from
Borne.

During the several services, the choir, which was seated in the
gallery, with Mrs Willougbby at the instrument,rendered some ex-
cellent music. The church had a very pleasing appearance when
filed with people and withall the candleson tbe altar lit. On tbe
recommendationof tbe Bishop the congregation intend immediately
togoonwith the erection of a spireand other alterationswhichwill
add morebeauty to the building.

Itis nesdless tobespeak the co-operationof the goodpeoplewith
theEevFather Treacy in the erection of the spire,as the priest and
people there areone. Father Treacy, as is well known, has beenbat
ashort time inGeraldine, and since bis arrival therehas clearedoff
a debt of £400, and made extensiveadditions to the church. The
peopleowe him a gteat deal, andIam sure in all his labours itwill
be a pleasureto them to assist him. Father Treacy is indeeda real
worker in his master's vineyard, aod it is hoped he will be long
spared tothe peopleof Geraldine,as he is the right manin tbe right
place. The church now looks very pretty,and Father Treacy must
be complimented onbringing this stateof things about.

THE NEXT POPE.

(From theNew YorkSun.)

of love and loyalty, and, as they put itthemselves, they recognised <
in him therepresentativeof theFather of theChurch, PopeLeoXIII.
Itwas not merelybecause of hisposition that he accepted their wel-
come,batbecause they had come tohim making a professionof faith
—it was the outward manifestation of their inward feelings. It
was that faithenabled their forefathers to sacrifice everything, even
land, home, and country, to transmit to those who followed that
preciousinheritance which they rightly deemed tobe more than all
the world beside. So in their welcome they paid a tribute to
the holy principles of faith. He thanked them for their kind
and cordial expressions regarding his health, and, furthermore!
for theprayers they hadoffered for himduring hisabsence. He was
pleased to see that the efforts of their devoted priest,united with
theirgenerosity,hadprovidedsuch a beautifulbuilding, which would
bringhonour and priory toGod, to Whomit wasdedicated. He was
gladto see theincreasedaccommodation. The church wasreally too
■mallbefore, butnowit wasone which wonld be the pride andglory
of Geraldine. When he first came to these parts there was some
hesitationbefore enlarging the church at Geraldine,and it was con-
sidered hardly necessary,but he found now that there bad been tbe
necessity to increase it twofold. He need not in his presence pass
any enlogiums on their priest,bat he thought that the fact of his
having cleared thechurch of debt,and improved itas it now was,
wonld be tbebestpraise a bishop couldmake use of. His Lordship
thenexplained the object of his visitation,and theChurch laws with
respect to the visitation of a bishop,and afterwards spoke on the
questionof Stateaid toCatholic schools. He considered that where-
as inEngland,Ireland, andother places inEurope,Catholic schools
wereplacedonanequal footing with other schools, the Government
of New Zealand were treating them unfairly. He urged every
Catholicpresent to give bis voteonly to those membersor Parlia-
ment whowould fight for their rights. He was quitesorry to seeso
manyCatholicchildren before him without a school of their own, for
children required spiritualeducationnot oncea week, butevery day
inthe week.

On Sunday morning at 8 o'clock a Mass washeld,hisLordship
conducting. The weather was very wet, but the attendance was
large. At eleven o'clock, when the weather had cleared up, the
church wai full of people who had assembled to witness the dedica-
tion of tbe church to God. His Lordshipread the Ist Epistle to the
Thessalonians, iv.,1 to7,and the Gospelof St Matthew, xvii.,1to9.
and afterwardspreachedan eloquent sermon on the Transfiguration
of Christ, winding up with reference to the tabernacle of old and the
templeof to-day. Tbe time bad long since come with the fulfilment
of Christ's words with regard to the Temple of God. That day they
had met to witness a fulfilment of the divinely-inspired words. They
hada small building, but God in His infinite goodness accepted such
as a temporary habitation for Himself and His tabernacle. Theyhad
united with iheir devoted priest in longing for something better to
present before God, and the day had come when they could dedicate
a new temple to God,althoughnot one as erected by their forefathers
of old, wno had wealth at their disposal, Tbeir temple would hence-
forth be a house of prayer,and not oniy a house of prayer, for the
wholeeartti should be a house of prayer. Every thought and every
action should be somany prayers raising as it were from the visible
to the invisible. God, however, had exacted that there should be a
place of prayer erected, but they wanted something more, they
wanted a Hoase of God— the Tabernacle of God with men

—
a home

for all the faithful. This was what their church would be from that
day forward— a House of God. Itwas this that made the Catholic
Church whatitis. What, he asked,was it that gavestrength to a
Father Datnieo, and those who had made themselves lepers for the
lepers of the earth? What gave them such heroism ? The taber-
nacle of the CatholicChurch and the Houseof tbe Tabernacle. What
made thoseSisters of Mercy go into the battle-fields? Againit was
the tabernacle. Whatmale the Catholic priesthood what it is,and
made youngmen give up home and all tb.it was dear to themand
consecrate to God tbeir bodies,senses, faculties, andpowers ? Itwas
the tabernacle and the altir. Hi wished tnat the temples they
werebuilding were a million times batter than they were,but God
wassatisfied so long as thy did their best.

Daring this Bervica Mass was celebrated by theRjv Father Le
Peti, the Eev Father Tupmanbeing master of ceremonies. His Lord-
ship the Bishop presided, assisted by the Rev Father Treacy. A
collectionwas taken upat the conclusion, whichproved verysatisfac-
tory,leaving the church free of debt.

Y~ Inthe afternoonat 4 o'clock there wasevena larger attendance
than in the forenoon, and every sent in the building was occupied.
Presented for tbe Sacrament of Confirmation were fifty.sii persons,
comprising four adults, and of young people twenty-six females an 1
twenty-sfx males. His Lordship examined the youog subjects
minutely on tbeir knowledge of the Christian doctrine, aud the
lacility with which they answered his questions showed thut they
tad been well trained by Father Treacy. His Lordship gave them
praise for their knowledge, and addressed them on the obligations
tkey wouldtake upon tbemielvesin Confirmation. Christ had pro-

(Concluded.)
This moralcomplicity of the Triple Alliance and of theSpanish

and Portuguesecrowns is an important feature in the appreciation
of this theme. If it was isolated,if Russia andFrance didnotbind
tbeir interests to those of the Triple Alliance, it would be reasonable
to suppose that the force of things aided by circumstances wonld
bring abonta removal. Therefore, theVaticanhas its eyes fixedupon
the intentions of these two Powers, whose influence upon the situa-
tic □has become sincerely enhrgedsince the Paris Expositionand the
splendid festivals at Cronstadt. Leo XIII. has been brought
naturally by the violence of M. Crispi to interest himself in the
friendship of these two nations. As the Triple Alliance means for
ihe Vatican themaintenance of the status quo and the consolidation
of the ItalianState against the Vatican, the Popecouldnot resist the
impulse to lean internationally on Paris andSt Petersburg. Inan
outrageous manner the Triple Alliance has accused Leo XIII.and
Cardinal Rampolla of manifesting sympathies for schismatic Russia
and republican France. Itis performing itspart. Just as the Vati-
can appreciatesthe Triple Alliance, the latter dreads a friendly under-
standiug between theHolj See and France arid Russia. Where there
is a community of interests, doctrinairism loses its sway. The
tyranny of situations is stronger thau the tyranny of political ideas.
It isnot without reason th*t Cronstadt wascoincident withthe letter
of CardinalRampolla, and followed the republican orientationof the
Pope towardFrance. Ooe prodaced the other. There was a triple
ideal in the thought of Leo XIII.:to make peace withFrance, to
take his place m that future which belongs torepublicandemocracy
and to renderradical Franco, always ready for alliances,disposed to
favour international marriages. It is only this last point which
interests us in thisstudy. There is no doubt thatbetweenM, Carnot,
Leo XIII,and Alexander 111. there has been an exchange of views,* reciprocity of services rendered. The Cabinet of Paris mast know
the part Leo XLII.has taken in theunionof the two Powers. Alex-
ander 111., mysterious as a sphinx andpatient as a Pope, has long
kuown the value of a Frencu and Pontifical alliance ;bat his tradi-
tions,his principles, his character as an autocrat, forbade any sort of
promiscuity with westernradica ism. But when, through an Inspira-
tion of genius and thoroughknowledge of historicallaws and inter-
national necessities, LeoXIII.called the Church and the Conservative
party to place themselves upon republican ground, when the voice
from Algiers was re-echoedupon the banksof theNeva, the Czar felt
ihat a new period was opening up, and that all the old traditions
must be changed and rqad« to conform with the metamorphosesof
the present. Jules Simon made abright remark when he Baid:"If
a Pope offers his hand to the republic, why can't an emperor do the
SHtne ? If a cardinal orders theplaying of the Marseillaise,bow can
a czar hesitate ?"

Tbis mysterioussolidarity of interests muat exercise aconsider-
able influence upon the subject we are dealing with. It is certain
thatif France and Russia, predisposedby the opposing attitude of the
Triple Alliance,ehould favour an exodus of the Bacred College, the
last remaining hesitation of the Pope would disappearat once. We
are permitted to believe that the Czar has not yet manifested hia
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