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intimate thought on this matter. One day this very winter he called
for the records of the Conclave. Hse is studying 'he question mt tha
presant moment, 1t is probable that he will remain ondecided, to say
the least, Rusain, flanked with Frauce, bas all the reagons in the
world for continping the actual immobility of Europ~. Bual the im.
mobility of Korope cannot exist without the immobility of the
Vatican, Parlinmen ary corruplion, the finaneial decadence of Italy,
the difficalties with which Prumsia and Austris are grappling, the
Moral conquests which Ruasia continues to muke in the East and the
advances which she is gaining every day over her competitors ; tha
entire onsemble of the general situation allowa the Czar to favour the
status guo up to the dey when he shall feel that the East, withont
too mach commotion snd bioodshed, is about to adorn his half
Kuoropean and half Asiatic crowe with new diamonds, It ig, there.
fore, ressonable to suppese that Rusgia will hardly be favourable to
the exodus of the Conclave. But the Valican, on the other band,
knows that i! Russia has her motives for matntaining the palicy of
expectation, this policy im contrary to the interests of the Papacy
It all danger of war is averted, the Popa sinks more and mors to the
level of a wassal of Italy, and degrades himeelf in s corrupting
proaiscnoity, The Holy See can also wait for centuries, but when it
considers the sctual transformation of the Italian atmogphere and
the progress of the usurping Btste, it must feel ita confidence weaken-
ing with time as well as the ssrenity of its judgment,

Feance is at the mercy of conirary currents, She understands
the advantages of an exodus, but she feers the perile of the change,
Nevertheloss, there was a time when she visibly encouraged ideas
of initistive and projects of departnre. Bince M. Ribot came into
power this encouragement has perhaps been transformed into com-
tradictory counsels. Every Republican Ministry fears a Ecuropean
complication because any war would be the death of the present
regime, in the dictatorship of s victorioms or extraordioary general:
A fortunate Masgens or trivmphant Napoleon would soon put bis
fron gaunntlet, his mighty sword, at the head of uffairs, The gcepire
of France would naturally slip into bis hands, Thera is in French
diplomacy a great desl of prececity, too much timidity, and a con-
fusion that can be easily understood, together with an amount of
gropiog in the dark, all of which is the 1esalt of the fact that the
republican system has not yet created a political selec'ion; Lea
XIII., Iam told, bas a full appreciation of thie moral and psychaola-
gical state of the political world in France. If a resolute wan,
having a syothetic comcept: a of the condition of Europe and of the
Holy Bee, were directing the destinies of naiions, we should already
bave seen Leo XL try bis coup d'etat, and bring upon the political
scene one of those historical decisions whick inflnence for centuriss
the political forms of mankind,

These are the principsl reasons botb for the removal of the Con.
elave and for keeping it in Rome, I shall oot speak of the influence
which the Consnlta, aided by its friends, will endeavour *o exercise
upon the Conclave. This pressure will have no re-action upon tha
decieion of the Holy See, because the latter will accept no alvies
elther from Governments or soversigas, The right of exclusion was
A favour of the middle ages, gracionsly granted by the Popes to a
Catholic Emperor. It was a sort of commanication of power ; but
a8 that fanhfol Christianity eauk in the viciesitudes of revolotions,
tbe Vatican cannot communicate to the outside bishope this partici-
pation in ite power, Tt ia only in times of complications, external
and internal, that these attempts to influence aod intimidate could
infallibly determine the Sacred College to seek an adylum in a foreign
land.

In Bome all the élite, all those who regard with knowiedge tha
nevitable transformations of the Papary 23 & human power and a
historical institution, incline more and more to tha exodus of the
Qonelave. It wonld be a mistake to supoose that the higher spheres
have confined their preoceupations and their decisions to the cass of
war. A pew world is moving in the great Roman brain., All wide-
opened intelligencen feel that a foture diffsrent from the past is
coming on, They know that to allaw this time of cbange in social
forcea to pass by withont taking up a position would be to loss the
®mpire over souls, Now, with the system of Siztus V. and the
aptique traditions, it is impossible to take thia place o history, We
wust have a renewal of forms and methods, and an adaptation to the
needs and conditions of the time. The rejuvenation must mot be

. postponed. If the Papacy does not get out of its present situation ;

it it andures withont acting the indirect protectorste of the [talian
Btate, it will no looger be possible for it 10 bring about the modifi-
lon which the buresucratic system of the central government of
< Church stands in peed of, An exodus would be the signal, the
starting point of this metamorphosis, which has become necessaty.
These are the *1hovghts from behind the head,” a8 Pascal says,
which are boiling now in the Roman brain, It is true that the old Car-
digalsand traditions are opposed to a departure except in case of war or
revolution, In the world that lover peace and dreads all change it ig
said that the Conclave should be in Rome if Europe retains its pre-
sent physiogomy, and if a riot is not 10 be dreaded in the city, To
sot ont for & foreign country bas no charm for the timid, for the fero-
cioas sticklers for custom ; but if this view has the majority for it, it

has no otker merit, Whoen the vacancy of tha Holy Bae shall gocur,
& man of decinion, imbued with new ileas and of & snperior atmos.
phers, may carry the majority with him aod make the coup d'etat of
the Papacy, It ieeaid in the last Coosistory the Holy Father spoke
of these new conditions of the Qonelave, aud it is probabla that Leo
X111, will define the conduct to be followed, If the Pope was a
younger man, he would long since have taken the road to exile,
beeause be hagin an eminent degree Lhe prescience of the futars, and
& thorough understanding of the radical changes that must be made

From all these considerations, in conformity with the ideas which
are expressed around the Vatican, the impre-sion is derived that the
more we get away from 1870 the more the movemeont of avents and
the development of the situation will exercise their influence in the
direction of a transformation : and, consequently, the necesdity, or
8¢ least the atility, of a departure of (he Uonclave weema apparent.
It is the prelude to a foreign Pope.

THE BISHOP OF DUNEDIN ON INDULGENQES,
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His Lordship the Bishop addressed a crowded congregation in At
Joseph's Oathedral on Sunday evening :—

The Bishop eaid his intention was to speak on the subject of
indulgences. He feared, meantime, that he muat appeal {o the kind
indulgence of the congregation ss he fonnd he was hoarser than he
had believed himself to be. He kuew he had a ecold but did not
think it was 8o bad. He would not be able to speak as usnal, He
took up his eubject not in a comtroversial spirit or a spirit of argu.
ment. He simply meant to explain what the doctrine of the Chureh
wad, Beginning thua he would try to give them a distinet idea of
what indulgences were not. He wonld ask a few guestions and
anewer them in & few words, Was an indulgence a forgiveness for
sin7 Was it a forgiveness of the puilt of sin and of the eternal
puoishment due 1o it? It wad not. Did an indulgence give permis-
gion to commit sin? It did not. It was meither a pardon for amin
nor & license to commit sin, and the astonishing thing was that any
one cowld be found at that hour to say that it waa anything of the
kind. Such profound ignorance was bardiy to ba expected. If he
had clearly and distipctly expressed himself be had now laid it down
that an indnlgence was not forgivaness for sin nor license to commit;
tin. He wonld ask another yuestion. Did the Pope sell indulgencea ?
He did not, Had be ever done so! He had not, Any one who
asserted that he did, or ever had, stated an untruth, and unttered a
calumny against the Cburch of God. When they found books written
in English and other languages making such etatements they mnasd
consider them as falsebaods, and such false statements must be made
now deliberately because sry man who took a little trouble could
kcow these stalements to be untrue, When men deliberately made
falas statements such statements were what were in common language
designated lies. Indulgences did not give pardon for sin ; they were
not licenses to commir sin, and the Pope did not scll and never had
sold them. Yet we found books used in the public echools teaching
the childien that the Pope sold indulgences, that indalgences were a
pardoo for sin sod a license to commit sin. This was a wrong, an
injustice, and a tyraney, Government took the money of Oathoiies to
enable them to teach this deliberate falszhood to the children of the
couptry. This was a wrong and aninsnlt. Itwas deliberately to teach
the children of Catholics and others what the Catholic Chereb did not
teach, They were bound to raise their voices and proteat againat this,
They were boond to demand justice as their right, and 1o agitate and
continue to agitate until justice bad been obtained by them and the
wropg had been righted, Now he would proceed to atate what an
indalgence was, The doctrine of the Church to-day had not altersd,
Her doc'rine was the same to-3ay ss it had been in all the ages in
which she bad existed. Let them take up a hittle catechistm used here,
and they would find in it an exposition o! the Qatholic doctrine
made clearly and distinetly. The teaching was what he had
now etated that an indalgence was not a pardon for gin or a
license to commit sin, On the contrary, tbe catechism tanght,
that a man in a state of ein conld not gain an indulgence
that in order to gain an indelgence be must be in the
frisndship of Almighty God, that be must beio a state of prace,
The doctrine was laid down plainly, and the catechism could be had
at the cost of 1d. Every one could abtain it » every one could afford
to pay a penny for it, There wag, therefore, no excuse for calumniat-
ing the Catholic docirine. The most rev preacher weat
that he bad tbis little book printed in 1888, but the sam
had been taoght in the diocese before it was published, The original
bad been written by Dr Butler, Archbishop of Qashel, at the begin-
ning of the lest century. It was the catechism which he himself bad
been taught between 50 and 60 years 8g0; his father bhad learned it
before him, and his graudfather 100 ¥ears ago.  There had been no
variation in the catechism. 'The prelates of Australaga asgembled at
the 8ynod of Bydrey in November 1885 had approved of it. Ha had
not changed a word of it. A few chapters had been added on sab-
jecta which he thonght might be useful, but it contalned the teaching
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