
These are theprincipalreasons botb for tberemoval of the Con.
clave and for keeping itin Rome. Ishall not speak of the influencewhich the Consulta,aided by its friends, will endeavour *o exercise
upon the Conclave. This pressure will have no re-action upon thedecision of the Holy See, because the latter will accept no aIviceeither from Governments or sovereigns. The right of exclusion was* favour of the middle ages, graciously granted by the Popes toaCatholicEmperor. It wasa sort of communication of power ;butas that faithful Christianity sank in the vicissitudes of revolutions,
the Vatican cannot communicate to the outside bishops this partici-pationin its power. It is only in times of complications, externaland internal, that these attempts to influence and intimidate couldinfalliblydeterminethe SacredCollege to seekan asylum in a foreign
land.

InRome all the tlite,all those who regard with knowledge thenevitable transformationsof thePapaoy as a human power and a
historical institution, incline more and more to tha exodus of the
Conclave. Itwouldbe amistake tosuppose that the higher spheres
have confined their preoccupations and their decisions to the case ofwar. A new world is movingin the great Roman brain. AH wide-
opened intelligences feel that a future different from the past iscoming on. They know that toallow this time of change in socialforces topass by without taking up aposition would be to lose the
empire over souls. Now, with the system of Sixtua V. and the
antique traditions, it is impossible to take this place fn history. We
must havea renewal of forms and methods,and anadaptation to the
needs and conditions of the time. The rejuvenation must not be
postponed. Ifthe Papacy does not get out of its present situation ;
if it endures without acting the indirectprotectorate of the ItalianState, it will no longer be possible for it to bring about the modiri-

fon which the bureaucratic systemof the central governmentofChurch stands in need of. Anexodus would be the signal, thestartingpointof thismetamorphosis, whichhas become necessary.
These are the "thoughts from behind the head,"as Pascal says,

whichare boilingnow inthe Romanbrain. Itis true that the oldCar-dinalsand traditionsareopposedtoa departureexcept incase of war orrevolution. In the world that loves peace and dreadsall change it issaid that the Conclave should be in Romeif Europe retains its pre-sent physiogomy, and if ariot isnot to be dreaded in the city. To
set out fjr a foreigncountry has nocharm for the timid, for the fero-cioussticklers for cuitom;but if this viewhas themajority for it, it

His Lordship the Bishop addressed a crowded congregationin StJoseph'sCathedralon Sunday evening :—: —
The Bishop said hie intention was to speak on the subject ofindulgences. He feared,meantime, that he mustappeal to the kindindulgence of thecongregation as he foundhe washoarser than hehad believed himself to be. He knew he had a cold butdidnotthink it was bo bad. He wouldnot be able tospeak as usual, Hetook up his subject notin a controversial Bpirit or a spirit of argu-ment. He simply meant to explain whatthe doctrine of theOhurchwas. Beginning thus he would try to give them adistinct idea of

what indulgences were not. He would ask a few questions andanswer them in a few words. Was anindulgence a forgiveness forsin ? Wasit a forgiveness of the guilt of sin and of the eternal
punishmentdue to it 1 Itwasnot. Did an indulgence give permis-
sion tocommit sin t It did not. Itwas neither a pardon for sinnor a license tocommit sin,and the astonishing thing was that anyone could be found at thathour tosay that it was anything of thekind. Such profound ignorance washardly to be expected. If hehadclearly anddistinctly expressedhimselfhe had now laiditdownthat an indulgence was not forgiveness for sin nor license tocommitsin. Hewouldaekanother question. Did the Popesell indulgences 7He did not. Had he ever done so? He bad not. Anyone whoasserted that he did,or everhad, stated anuntruth, and uttered acalumny against the Church of God. When they foundbooks writtenin English and other languages making such statements they mustconsider them as falsehoods,andsuch false statements must bemadenow deliberately because any man who took a little trouble couldkcow these statements tobeuntrue. When men deliberately madefalajstatement* such statements were whatwereincommon language
designated lies. Indulgencesdidnot give pardon for sin ;they werenot licenses tocommit sin, and the Pope did not sell and never hadsold them. Yet we found books used in thepublic schools teaching
the children that the Pope sold indulgences, that indulgences were apardon for Bin and a license to commit sin. This was a wrong aninjustice, and a tyranny. Governmenttook themoneyof Catholics toenable them to teach this deliberate falssbood tothe children of thecountry. This wasa wrongand aninsult. Itwasdeliberatelytoteachthe children of Catholicsandothers what theCatholicChurchdidnotteach. They were bound to raise their voices andprotest against thisThey were bound todemand justice as theirright, and toagitate andcontinue to agitate until justicehad been obtainedby themand thewrong had been righted. Now he would proceed tostate what anindulgence was. The doctrineof the Church to-dayhad not alteredHer doe'rine was the same to-day as ithad been inall the ages inwhich she had existed. Let themtakeupa little catechismused hereand they would find in it an exposition of the Catholic doctrinemade clearly and distinctly. The teaching was what he hadnow stated that an indulgence was not a pardon for sin or alicense to commit sin. On the contrary, the catechism (aught
that a man in a state of sin could not gain an indulgencethat in order to gain an indulgence he must be in thefri«n:!ship of Almighty God, that he must be in a state of graceThe doctrine waslaid down plainly, and the catechismcouldbe hadat the cost of Id. Every one could obtain it;every onecould affordto pay apenny for it. There was, therefore, no excuse for calumniat-ing the Catholic doctrine. The moet revpreacher went on to say
that he had this little book printed in 1888,but the same doctrinebad been taught in the diocese before itwaspublished. Theoriginal
bad been written by Dr Butler, Archbishopof Cashel,at the begin-ning of the last century. Itwas the catechism whichhe himselfhadbeen taught between 50 and 60 yearsago ;his father had learned itbefore him, and his graudfather 100 yearsago. There hadbeen novariation in the catechism. The prelates of Australasia assembledatthe Synod of Sydney in November1885 had approved of it. Hehadnot changed a word of it. A few chapters had been addedoasub-jects whichhe thoujht might beuseful,butit containedthe teaching
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has no other merit. When the vacancy of the Holy See shall occur,
a manof decision, imbued withnew ideas andof a superior atmos-
phere,may carry the majority with him and make thecoup d'etat of
thePapacy. It is said in the last Cooßistory the HolyFather spoke
of thesenew conditions of the Conclave, andit is probable thatLeo
XIII. will define the conduct to be followed. If the Pops was a
younger man, he would long since have taken the road to exile,
because he has inan eminent degree the prescienceof the future, and
a thorough understanding of the radical changes thatmust be made

From all these considerations,inconformity with the ideaswhich
are expressedaround the Vatican, the impreesion is derivedthat the
more we get away from1870 themore themovement of eventsand
the development of the situation willexercise their influence inthe
directionof a transformation:and, consequently, the necessity, or
at least theutility,of a departureof the Conclave seemsapparent.
Itis theprelude toa foreign Pope.

THE BISHOP OF DUNEDIN ON INDULGENCES.

intimate thoughton this matter. One day this very winter he called
for the recordß of the Conclave. He is studying »he questionat tha
present moment. It isprobable thathe will remain undecided,to say
the least. Russia, flanked withFrance, has all the reasons in theworld for continuing the actual immobility of Europ~. Bat the im-
mobility of Kurope cannot exist without the immobility of theVatican. Parliamenarycorruption, the financialdecadence of Italy,
th« difficulties with which Prussia and Austria are grappling, the
moral conquests which Bussiacontinues to make in the Bast and the
advances which she is gaining every day over her competitors; thaentire ensemble of the generalsituation allowsthe Czar to favour thestatus quonp to theday when he shall feel that the Bast, without
too much commotion and bloodshed, is about to adorn bis half
Europeanand half Asiatic crown with newdiamonds. It is, there-fore,reasonable tosuppose that Russia will hardly be faTourabla tothe exodusof the Conclave. But the Vatican,on the other hand,
knows thatif Bussia has her motives for maintaining thepolicy ofexpectation,thispolicy is contrary to the interests of the Papacy
If all danger of war is averted, the Popesinks moreandmore to thelevel of a vassal of Italy, and degrades himself in a corrupting
promiscuity. TheHoly See can also wait for centuries,but when it
considers the actual transformation of the Italian atmosphere and
theprogressof theusurping State, itmust feel its confidence weaken-ing with time as well as the serenity of its judgment.

France is at the mercyof contrary currents. She understands
the advantages of anexodus,but she fears ths perilsof the change.Nevertheless, there was a time when she visibly encouraged ideas
of initiative and projects of departure. Since M. Ribotcame intopower this encouragement has perhaps been transformed into con-
tradictory counsels. Every Republican Ministry fears a Europeancomplication because any war would be the death of the prespntregime, in the dictatorship of a victoriousor extraordinarygeneral:
A fortunate Massena or triumphant Napoleon would soon put his
iron gauntlet, his mighty sword, at the headof uffairs. The sceptre
of France wouldnaturally slip in*o his hands. There is in Frenchdiplomacya great dtal of precocity, too much timidity, and a con-fusion that can be easily understood,together with an amount of
gropiog in the dark, all of which is the lesult of the fact that therepublican system has not yet created a political selecion; LeoXIII.,Iam told, hasa fall appreciationof this moral and psycholo-
gical state of the political world in France. If a resolute man,
having a synthetic concept! n of the condition of Europe and of theHoly See, were directing the destinies of nations, weshould already
haveseenLeoXIII.try bis coup d'etat, and bringuponthe politicalscene one of those historical decisions which influence for centuriesthepolitical formsof mankind.


