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TBE NEW ZEALAND LOAN AND MERCANTILE AGENCY Co., LIMI-
TED report for week ending April 8, as followas ; —

Brore Oatile-~The demand is not exceedingly briak, and no sales
of any great importance recorded  Bmall lots now aad again change
hands, and if prices were agreeable to buyers a moch larger number
weuld be placed.

Btore Bheep—Less business being transic’ed privately, but large
numbers cont:noe to be offered at auction we k aftor week, and so far
prices remain very firm,

Bheepskins— Damsnd con'inues good, both dry and green being
in good request. Moderate catalogue, very full attendance of buyers,
spirited competition. Greon crossbreds and lambskins contiuue to
roceive the best attention. Country dry crossbreds, {mterior to
mediom, brought 18 10d to 3s 94 ; do do merino, 1s 84 to 2s 104 ; foll-
wootled crosabreds, 43 81 to §s 11d; do werino, 31 to 5a 3d ; dry pelts,
2d to 1a 7d ; best green crossbred pelts, 2s 34 to 25 83 ; selected, 29
94 to 81 ; mediam to good, 19 101 to 23 2d ; green merino palts, la
4d to 1s 9d; green lambskine, hest, 28 54 to 23101 ; medium to good,
15 10d to 23 4d each.

Babbitskins—Buasiness is not of very moch importance, Summer
and uutltmn skins brought 5d to 7}d ; suckers and half-grown, 134 to
44 per lb,

pHidea—erket fully sapplied with light hides, which are diffi-
cult to place. Heavy hidea continue scarce, Heavy, 2d to 24d;
extra do, 65lba and over, 2§d to 34 ; average prices for country hi les,
14d to 2d ; light, 144 to 14d ; inferior and slippy, 4d to 1d per lb,

Tallow—A farr demand exists, Consignments are placed im-
mediately on arrivel, chiefly for local consumption, Best rendered
mutton, 19+ 6d to 20s; medium to good, 16s to 18a 6d ; inferior to
medium and good, 138 6d to 153 per cw,

Grain—Wheat : Moderate demand exista for really prime milling
eorin for local consumption, but there {s nn inguiry for export,
Northern tuscsn and velvet, 45 to 45 34 ; good to best,3s 6d to 33 94 ;
medium to good, 35 to 33 3d ; good whole fowls’ whest, 25 94 10 35 ;
inferior and broken, 12 94 to 28 64 (ex atore, sacks weighed in, terms).
—0Oats : Now arriving more freely, Demand almost entirely con-
fined to milling sorts, Best bright, stout milling, 15 6d to 1s 64d ;
extra prime, 1s 7d ; best short feed, 18 5)d to 1a 6d ; medium to guod,
le 44d to1s 51d ; inferior, 19 2d Sg]a 314 (ex store, sarke extra, net ;
3d per bushel extra f.0.b. Dunedin) —Barley : Very few samples of
maltiog ag yet to hard. Prime malting, 3s 14 to 35 3d ; mediom, 2a
94 to 3a; feed an milling, 29 to 23 6d (ex store, sacks extra, termu),

Greass Beeda—Demar d for rye-grasa geed has fallen off almost to
nothing, and nn bosinese of any consequence pasging.

Potatoes— Market glutted and sales difficult to effect,
378 6d to 423 64 ; others 30a to 353 per ton.

Chaft—Bupply in excess of requirements, resulting in a fall in
price which ie not likely to be recovered this season again. At auc.
tion on Monday 554 was top price for good sheaf and weil cat, swutty
and inferior ecld at 218 to 333 per ton.

Dairy Produce—The toae of the market is firm but there is no
advance in pric.e wbicn were for factory made cherse, madiom rize
411 to 434 ; loaf shape, 4}d to 431 ; dairy made, 31 to 44 per b,
trime ealt butter, dairy made, 741 to 841; factory, 1041 10 11d

er 1b,
P Flax—8ales effected now are at a cobsiderable reduection in
prices lately quated, and buyers indiffareat. Qaotatious now are for
1nferio=, L12 108 to L13 ; mediom, L13 103 to L4 103 ; good, L15 10a
to L16 109 ; really prime a shade more per ton,

Derwents

MEssRS8 BTRONACH BEOB AND MORRIS report as follows for week
ending April 6:—

Fat Cattls —Demand for good quality was fairly active. Ordin-
ary had lesaattention, Best bullocks brought L7 s te L8 17s 64, light
weights, L4 to L6 7s 61 ; best cows, L5 172 9d 1o L6 128 64 ; medium
L4 103 to L5 108 ; light, L2 175 61 to L3 178 61,

Fat Bheep—Competition was fairly active, but towards the close
medinm sorts were not 60 keenly competed for,

Fat Lamba—Good competition ; broaght up to 13s,

Piga—Large entry, Buckers a to 9s, slips 103 to 14s, stores 159
to 1898 6d, porkers 218 to 261 61, baconerg 28s to 363, extra beavy 424,

Btore Cattle—Odd lots are being placed, but tne demand is not
atrong, hali-bred cattle more esmly placed.

Btore Bheep—Good demand still experienced for mos Iy all
classas, but the number now offering is much less. Prices for all
sorta are very firm.

Bheepskina-~Demand con'inues very active, and prices compared
with those of last week are fully higher,

Rabbitakine-—Good demand, but the business transacted gmall,

Hides—Moderately fair demand exia's, all coming forward being
ensily placed,

Tallow—Demand con'iaues fairly good for both local require-
ments and export,

Grain—Wheat : Market still contioues void of animation, and
trapsactions during the week have been usimportant, the fow sales
effec-ed beiog in buyers' favour,—Oats: With a moderately [air
demand on the part of millers and shippers pricea have remained
ﬁrm_.——Barleg : Market still continuea flat, and anly occasional trao-
saciions paesing.

Grass Beed—-Demand for ryegrass seed is less active, and not
likely to improve until spring requirements eet business again on the
move.

Potatoes—3upply slightly heavier which has weskened prices,

" Chaff—Bupp!y no more than sufficient for reguirements  Prices
rm,

Mesers DoNALD BEID and CO report having held their usoal weakly
gale oo Wednesday, March 29 ;~
Rabbitekina—Prices fairly s.tisfactory.

Shespakina—Prices brisk Green crossbreds, 23 1d to 88 21; do
merinoa, 18 11d to 20 21 ; do lambs, 24 to 28 74,

Hidea—~No sales to report.

Taliow—All meet with ready sale, Rough fat, 13s per owt,

Wheat—Buosiness dull. Prime milling, 4e 1d to 48 84 ; mediom
do, 32 104 to 4s; iaferior do, 318d to 3 91 ; fowl's wheat, 29 to 3a,

Oata—QGood inquiry for bright Butherlands, sparrewbills, and
loog outs at quotationn.  Bright long oats, 16 61to 1a 81 ; do Buther~
lands, 1s 64 to 1s 641 ; do sparrowbills, 1s 54 to 1s 5§1.

Barley—Few Lines places doring week at for—Malting, 28 10d to
3344 ; milling, 28 34 to 2: 61,

Potatoes—The market glatted, Fiime, L1 17s 6d to L2 23 6d;
inferior, L1 103 to L1 159,

Cbaff —A large supp y of inferior and rough chaff has come for-
ward, snd pricea bave fallen rapidly. We quote—Prime, 12 101 to
L2 159 ; rough snod light, L] 103 to L2,

DUNEDIN HORSE SALEYARDS,
MgssRs. WRIGHT, BTEPHENSON AND Co. report as follows :—
Good young sorts from tne country are always saleable, and we atill
have nameroua icquairies for young, active spring eart and van horses.
Daring the week we have alsc had inquiry for useful plongh horses,
and =8 soon as the harvest ie over we expect thera will be a strong
demand f-r that class, We quote :—For first-glass draughts (axtra-
heavy) L25 to L30; good ordinary dranghts (young), L18 o L22;
medinm deaughts, L12 to L16 : aged draughts, L6 to L10 ; good backs
and barness horses, LI2 to L16 ; medium hacks and barn-ss horses,
L7 to L9 ; light and inferior backs and harness horses, L2 103 to L3

Me F. MEENAN, Kiog street, reports ;:—Wholesals pricss—={ats:
1s 43 to Is 6jd (bagse extra), demand quiat. Wheat (easier) :
milling, 3; 9d to 43 3d; fowls', 2: 6d to 3s 6d, sacks iociuded.
Chaff: Market, fair supply—4£2 0s 0d to £2 15s 0d ; hay, oaten,
£3 0s; ryegrass, £3, Bran, £3 0s. Pollard, £4 0z, Potatoes, kidneys,
new, local, £2; derwents, £2 58 0d4. Flour: roller,
£11 to £1116:; stone, K10 B5a to #£10 153, Fresh butter,
8d to 11d ; ealt, nomianal for prime~, 84d. Eggs, 18 6d, Oatmoeul,
£B 153 04 in 251bs ; bulk, £8 04,

ST. PATRICK'S DAY IN AUCKLAND.

———
(Auckland Star, March 21.)

OWING to 1he dowopour of rain on 8t, Patrick’s Day, the children's
anoual feast was held at Puomure inatead of Howick ae firet arranged.
The gathering of children was one of the largeat yet geen at any pre.
vions celebration., The Messrs Crawiord kiodiy placed their two
large 'busses at the dispos:] of Mouosignor McDonald to convey the
children, the band, and friende from Howick to the hom=ly village
of Paomure, with its attractive lake, well.arranged farms, snl
last, thongh not lcast, that wonder of wooders so frequentiy visited
by tourists, " Mount Wellington,” which is in cluse proximity to the
Wellington Paik, the property of 1be enterprising and troly kind
neighbour, Thoe, Morrrin, Ksq. In addition to the Howick con.
tingent, the brakes of Messra J. P1 k ngton, D. McPherson and P,
(O'Counor took the children and fiiends from Klieralie io the quarter
of rendesvous. Tt shou.d be stat:d that the members of Father
Walter's Fife and Drum played the contingents oo arrival to the
Panmure hatl (S8t, Patri k's), when the alr resounded with ringing
cheers. The two bands, under the able conductorship of Mr J.
Smith, dicconrsed sweet music during the day, to the inteose delight
of the very big gathering. Various events in the way of races, the
capturing aod bot pursuit of a greasy pig, manipulated and cleverly
captured by Mastet 8. Flemiag after » long sod trying contest—
the same having beeo offered by M: ars Whbite and Hill for the
smueement of the Littie ones. It is needless to esay that this item
of the day’s performance proved ex:eedingly amusing, A leg of
mutton was also givea by Me T, Gill, Pakauranga, for the quickest to
pacerd a very high pole. The 1aces betweea the members of both
bands were very excitiog, the principai one falliog to the lot of Mr
Bearchfield, The junior members too eagaged in well-vontested racee,
The ladiea also came to the front, the prizes in thia case being a
quarter chest of tea and a box of well-se ected toys. The commisariat
was considered the best ever witnessed by those present, the gama
being served with Mr Robertson’s well-known taste and ability. At
an ioterval, the Munsignor preseated, in a few well-chosen rentences,
a pretty riding whip 1o Mr Smilbh, and & valuable ’bue whip to Mr
Crawtord, The pressnts were made on behalf of the children, the
Sporte Committes and his own. The above g-btlemen suitably re.
plied, when riogiog cheers were secorded them. A pumber of
Anckland cariiages, a8 usual, pat in appearance, and were cordially
welcomed by their old {riend, Father Walter and the settlers, The
Mousignor gave a baodsome prize to a baby holdiog a green whip in
ita hand.

I should not omit mention mz that a very pleasing event took
piace during the afternoon, namely, the presenting of seven bright
and pretiy babies befora three ladies, who, after & long and caretul
exammation, decided ia2 awarding the first prize to Mrs T. Duaa’s
baby, Pacmure, ‘The children saog very pretuly from t:me to tims
suma national airs, and were deservadly applanded, Tne dey may
be truly regard.d as a red-letter day for tbe children of Howick,
Panmure and Ellerslie, a8 also for their parents and friends. In the

CO , 12X George Street (Near Hanover 5t), TEA BLENDERS2, GROCERS, PROYISION
J . FO R D & .y MERCHANTS —g3 New Muscatels, 1s 2d ; New Sultanas, .”d; Ne\_v Currants, 54d ;. New
Valentias, 64d; New Figs, 84 pot ; Prime Hams, 8d; Bacon, 6d. Cheapass House in Dunedin for » gGod artwla.\



