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M. AnATOLB Lbbot-Beattlibupublishes in the
Revue det Deux Monde* of January 15, a second
article on the Pope's Encyclical. He testifies
strongly to the wisdom of the letter and the bene-

fits to result from its being taken as the guide of the people. In
all«ding to tbe recognition made by the Holy Father of the people's
rights,he pointsout that in this thaPopecoincides with the teaching
of tbe Scholastics, whohad taught doctrine on this matter which in
later days has been ignorant]y attributed to the men of theRevolu-
tion. Tbe Pope,however,he asserts, althoughhe ascribes to the State
considerable powers of interference, does not in this respect, go to
the lengths to which the Scholastics had gone. This restraint Mr
Leroj-Beaulieu attributes to the difference between the forms of
Governmant respectively distinguishing the different epochs. So
much, nevertheless,be explainsas common to all forms of Govern*
meat,that their aim is Csesarism. We gather incidentally that tbe
writer does notapprove of the late action of the Popein favour cf
theRepublic. He speaksverystrongly of the impossibility of making
a distinction ingiving it support,between tho rational anddesirable
measures taken by it, and thoseithas adopted for the oppression of
religion and for expelling God from the schools. He lays chief stress
on theprotection afforded to the family by the Church and the resis-
tance she offers totbe encroachment on itof the State. This,be say9,
hasgained for her the sympathy of many men who otherwise care
little about her,and has led them to seek for their children a Catho-
lic education. M. Leroy-Beaulieu in effect deprecates impressively
the gross materialism of the day and protests against the effort to
extirpatefrom among the people the influences of Christianity. His
article, coming as it does from so distinguished a man, who can
hardly himself be regardedas a Catholic,shouldhaveparticular force
for reflecting miods among the non-Catholic people. Catholics wil
findin itabecoming homage paid to the influence of the Church and
the wisdom of PopeLeo XIII.

BUT M. Leroy-Beaulien may well point to the
influence and teaching of the Catholic Church as
influences necessary tor the welfare and safety of
society. The other alternative is now well witbin

bis light. Behold some results of the education of the period,and
whatii gotby thrusting out God from the schools of thepeople and
clapping the door of the schoolroom in His face. Shut out Godand
the devilenters, and these are the fruits of his presence. All Paris
it trembling, and Londonbids fair to tremble with her, at the reve-
lation that anarchy is growing moreviolent ioher streets,and must
make its terrible mark there before very long. This is gained by
giving the secret societies

—
andchiefamong them, the GrandOrient

—
now openly established among ourselves, free course of action, and
allowing them to influence the legislation of the country. This is
science %nd learning asmanof themore advancedschoolsandeiAtanI
them, for the benefit of the race. The Church kept the people in
ignoianoe. That was, andis still, the old cry

—
ignorant or insolent

andlying
—

according, as those who utter it are stupid,or false and
designing. The Church didnot keep the people ignorant. Where,
for example, wan there,or is there now,a city better provided with
schools of all classes than wasBorne under the Popes? Where w,a
there acountry in which amore devotedeffort was made to educate
the mas?*" thanFrance, where the Blessed Da la Salle and his sons,
long before a scheme of national education was thought of fur Eng-
land, gave themselves up under the encouragement and guidance of
the Church to teach the children of the people. The Church was ihe
pioneer of enlightenment and education throughout Europe, anl hn~
never ceased to do her utmost there io. their ciuse. Kxc pt iitlc
PapalBtites. indeed, thepublic revenues were not inhr handu— but
in the one exceptional country, scbools and universiii s abound, d,
and more than abounded. It was not in her power to t-s al>lis>i
nationalsystems of education. And these, besides, areof compara-

tively recent invention. She might as well, for example,be re-
proached for not lighting the medieval towns withgas or electricity.
A. thirdof thepeople or onehalf of thepeople, weare told, did not
know how toreadunder Catholic Governments,and wemay believe
itwas so if we will acctptstatistics preparedfor theirownendsby the
enemies of the Church. Bat those of sach people who did
know how to read had been taught at a sacrifice thatno socie'y
except the Catholic Church has evermade for the same cause. Even
the Socialist Hyndman, for instance, acknowledge her services to
education inEngland. The education ofEurope by the Church has
received twogreat checks

—
one by meansof the Reformation inGer-

many, so marked and immediate that certain scholars of no great
piety who wereinclined to adopt thenew doctrines were warned and
drew back— as, indeed,Professor Earl Pearson also reminds ns inh'l
article in the Academy from which we lately quoted- Insteadof the
continuedadvancement of science, there were the insurrection of the
peasants, wars of the Huguenots, warsin theLow Countries, pro-
jected Mohammedan alliance, andother matters of thekin1. The
other check has been given in our own days. Ithas come from the
Revolution, from the secret societies

—
and chief among them the

Grand Orient, nowestablishedhlbo in New Zealand— and already we
begin to see the results. Andlet us,in passing, note themeeting of
extremes. The religions so-calltd reformation and the irreligious
movement haveso much in common that the spirit of plunder and
robbery is acharacteristic of both. The one robbed the Church, and
appropriatedto private and profane mes theproperty held in trust
for the poor anddevoted to their service inboh tpmporal andspiri-
tualmattera— to theireducation among the r^sit. The other would—'
and possibly will, rob society at large—

aad now givesm a foretaste,
as we see in Paris, of the methods by which it proposes todo so.
What will be the fate of the much boasted educational systems and
scientific institutions we should like to know,if, aa Beemq not impro-
bable,an angry mob gets loose to riot in profligacy and excess. It
may remain f.r the men of another generation, reclaimed by the
devoted efforts and nnfailing ons'aucy of the Gritholic Church— to
look back upon these days of ours aid record withregretful indigna-
nation the results of the check given to the good work of Christian
civilisation that we ourselves have witnessed. A world recovering
from ruin and degradation may chronicle with horror woiks worthy
of societies whose god— palpably wor-hippeiiby them

—
is tbe devil,

andchief among which is tho Grand Orient of France— now openly
established in New Zialand. Well any moderate men, like M.Ana-
tole Leroy-Beauheu, even although they can hirdly be reckoned
Catholics, point to the Catholic Church a? the only hopeof a threa-
tened world.

But what htheadvantageof knowinghow toread,
,and what is the loss to those who cannot do so ?
May we judge by newspapers of the day ? Morning

after morning, and eveniDg afttr evening, columns filled wih
nauseous,loathßome, almost beastly,details. A detestable series of
murders is committedani, behold, the man accused of them is pro-
moted to theplace of ahero 1 His looks are detailed,evi>n his por-
tr< it ispublished. All bi9 movement* are recorded— we aie made
minu'ely acqiMin*ed wuh his lo?a affiirs. Time was when the off-
Fcouriugs of the town assembled ia frontof the gallows,and iheir
literary requiremm jm8*ver» appropriately supplied by the la*t dying
speech,or the farthingbillad. Wa havo now improved matters, and
are more rtfmedand better cultured. We do not go to tako our
stand beneath the gallows, but the g»l ows literaure adorns our
breakfast tables,or solaces the ret.rtd hours of our cvenirgs. Such
is the intellectual advancement of tne day.

—
And, luii'^d, ihn

Quarterly Review some sbnit üm« ajro \ üblmhed fvn article (.niai^uiEf
on the literary tahte ot thd po v d, and giving- mstinees cf the clasi
of b toks most in 'etnand. h was ot a nature to lave lit"le to be
wonderedat in the execrablj det.i's tint thy da.ly papers are mw
po b'isly engag"'i in di-,-em n atiug. Whit, thorefore, is the good of
le rui g to re d, if thu < a ia/er.u-' m prepare1 by wh.ch, for the
rjQiist par , lit n.i-uigm tor is conveyid to the mind? Uufirfunate,
inde (1, are the piople for whom a mons'er of wickedness takes the
parr of a hero- and that greedily devours, r>s r.ews of importanceand
interest, the details of a career for which the gallows is too good an

New Zealand Tablet

TWENTIETH YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

Vol. XX.— No. 25. DUNEDIN: FHIDAY, APRIL 8, 1892.

Current Topics
AT HOME AND ABROAD.

THB INTLUKNCB
OFTHBCHUBCH.

COMING
KTENT 8?

THE GOODOF IT

ABK FOR *A»irrATlAMrn\/ suv.kuti mi "T"""'

PHCENIX BISCUITS & CONFECTIONERY, sold everywhere


