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eveniog at the Pablic Hall, Howick, a vary successful concert and
wocial were given, cousiating of the patiooal and very feeling songs
of dear old Ireland. A great profusion of rosettes, St. Patrick crosaes,

hearts, streamers, and pretty baonerettes wera displayed by the
children,

THE HIBERNIAN BPORTS,

THE snnual féte given to the children attending the Roman Qatholic
schools in Auckland and suburbs, which took place in the Domain on
Baturday laat, was very successful in apite of threatening weatter,
aad was largely attended by Hibernians and their descendants.
During the afterncon, sports and Taces of various kinds were beld,
and the children appeared toenjoy themselves greatly., Amongat the
races was one for the boys, 8t. Patrick’s Handicap, which was won
by W. Mahoney, the second boy being J. Leydon, and the third B,
MeMiilan. The firet prizo was & watch. The Newton Band was
present during the afterncon, and played & selection of Irish and
other airs, Amongst the visitors to the Domain, were the Very Rev
Mongignor McDonald and His Worship the Mayor ( Mr W. Crowther),
who both made themeelves popular with the children by generous
gifte of lollies. A mumber of valuable prizee for the childrea were
donated to Bt, Patrick's by Messrs Goodaon, Kelsoy, Matthews, Dam-
pler, Leydon, Miller, Aitken, J, Hart, and others, Mr Thorpe, of
Pacroa, atso gent up & quantity of apples for the children,

The senual sports in connection with the Ancklsnd branch of
the H.A.B O, Bociety, which had been postponed from Bt. Patrick's
Day, were carried out in the Domain oa Baterday afternoon, and
provad successial,

The day’s events wers under the superintendence of Bros, D.
¥lyun (District President), W. Doran, P, J, Nerbeny, W. Kane snd
Flynn, Impey's Brass Band was present during the sports, and
played soma excellent musical selections, The reaalts of the races
wore ;—

Maiden Race, 120yds—R, Brown, 1; M Flynn, 2; P. Monnock, 3

Juvenile Handicap, 120yds—P. Monnoek, 1; J. Mahoney, 2;
., Keenan, 3.

B8t. Patrick's Handieap, 150yds—M, Flynn, 1; R. H. Brown, 2;
J. Byan, 3

Members' Daughters' Race, 100yds—Miss Mary Patterson, 1 ;
Miss M, Fiynn, 2 ; Miss 8. Moore, 3.

Allcomers' Handicap, 150yds—E. Keenan, 1;
J. MeDermott, 3.

. Boys' Three-legged Race—P. Moomnock and R. Keenan won
this event,

Friendly Societies’
Purdy, 2 ; E. Gooi, 3.

Three-Legged Race—D, Fiyon and P, Flynon came in firet in
this race.

Committeemen's Race,
Fairweather, 2; D, Flyon, 3.

Boy's Bace.—~W. Mahoney won this event,

Prizes for the sports were presented by Mrs Tobin, Miss Teuten-
barg, Meesrs Coyle, Dalton, J. J, Dickey, J, McDermott, Craig, Dunae,
W. and J, Beehan, T. and 8. Morrin & Co,, Croickshenk, Miller
snd Co,, Groves, W, White, Norrie, J, B, Blaikie, Bmitk and Caaghey,
J. A. Cooper, Cooper, W. Adams, and others,

M, Conway, 2;

Handicap, 160yds—J, McDermott, 1; W,

150yds Handicap—M. J. Coyle, 1; F,

AUCKLAND.

———— .~

(From our own Correspondent.)
Auckland, March 28, 15892,
Tue distribution of prizes to the children of Bt, Patrick's Sundsy
Behool took place yesterday, conducted by tha Rev Father Hackett
aud the ladies and gentlemen of the Christian Dectrine Fociety.
Many handsome and valuable books were given, and a large collection
of crucifixes, rosaries, pictures, and so on. The catechism classcs
directed by the Bociety at the Cathedral every Bunday ara wel!
sttended, but more men are waoted to take up the work of teaching.
In the distribution of prizes 158 books were awarded, zud 200
pictures, crosses, and medals, Whitaker Bros., Wellingtoa, supplied
many of the booka.

The Rev Father Amandolini, who arrived hers recently from
London, and has eince been in 8t, Beaedict's parish, has gone to
take the place of the Rev Father O'Gara.

Friday night wns a great on: for the Auckland Orchestral Union,
when they gave the opening concert of their season at the Opera
House, and played for the first t'me under the baton of Mr Arthur
Towsey, their new conductor, Mr Towsey was warmly received by
the sudience, who crowded the threatre to excess, He:is a firm con.
duetor, with plenty of decision, as well ag confidence, Fur a great
part of the time he directed from memory, reldom referring to the
scores before him. Three movements from Mendelssohn's * ltalian
Symphony,” including the salterello ; four movements from Mos-
kowski's suite, '*From Forergn Parte ;" a selectien from one of
Wagoer's operag, " Lobengrin 75 n overturs di bailo by 8ir Arthar
Sallivan ; an overture by Fiotow ; and a tnfly for flute, *cello, and
strings by Lange, formed the orchestral programme, Madame

LONARGAN & COMPANY,

CASHEL STREEYT, CHRISTCHURCH.

-
a

CLOTHIERS, DRAPERN, & BOOY SOLLERS,
manner,

Goldenstedt sang Donizatti's ** Il segretto,” and the fromance from
‘ Faust,” “ Whan all was yoang.” B8ongs were also given by Mossrs
T. M. Jackdoa and Raid. During the concert, Mr Towsey was pre-
gented with a handsome bouquet,

One of the through passengers by the steamer Mariposa, which
arrived from San Francisco on Friday, was Brother Alexander, s
Frannire1n, wha is on his way to Bydney to es'ablish schaola of that
order thers. Ho is eloguent in praiss of the Uatholic Schools of
Awmerica. In Brooklyn alone, there are 17 schoola of Franciscans, as
well ng ane college chartered by the State ; and last moath, in Jerasy
¢city, six students from ‘heir esablishments wor six scholarships
against all comers, inciuding boya from the Government achools.

Dariag last week cricketers from Canterbury have been playing
in Aunckland, but their success has been indifferent, and in the
interprovincial mateb, Auckland v, Caoterbary, Anckland won by
four wickats, They were passangers on Monday by the Tskapona,
on their retara homs, and were checred, and cheered in reply, a8
they left the Anck!and railway station.

Thera was & good attendance of membera at the usual quarterly
meeting of the Auckland branch of the Hiberaian Hociety, at the
Catholic Institutc on Wedoesday, The branch preatdent, Brother W,
Doran, was ths chairman, Amongst those present was a visitor, the
Rev Father Gregory, of 8t, Benedict's, The feature of the meeting
was the presentatiin of the many valuable prizes wun at the recent
eports of the Bosiety in the Domain, Beautiful silver tankards,
cruets, bovks, a large lamp, iolaid workboxes, and other naeful
awarde were given. The president distribuled the prizes.
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Gorrespondence,

{We ara not responsible for the opinions expressed by our Correspondents.]
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IRREPRESBIBLE,

TO THE EDITOR N.% TABLET.
Bre,—1 have read with much plessure and eurprise in your last
week's issue your sub-leader beaded # Lirepressible,” as it containg
& story that [ have told hundreds of times to my Catbolic frierds, I
mean the story of a Protestant cleigyman who wvisited in 1835 a
Catbolic cathedral at Brussels, wher hus says he fonnd at the en-
travee of the sacted edifice a notice-boaid whervon wae & catalogua
of sing and the prices for their remisrion. Now this is & story which
for 57 years has been dinped into Protestant minds, and th: usands
have swallowed for gospel-trath, aod it seems to be still current.
Carious encugh I was at Thielt in Belginm at the time of the
" Popish acgression " wker every fcnl thiog was raked up—and the
gtory in question among the rest-——and published to ivflime Er glhsh
people sgaivst the Catholie Cherch. Ope d.3, while vt work at a
carpenter 8 berch, a priest with whom I was indred intimaite ¢ e
o me with a copy in his hand of tbe Bruss:ls Conrier. H. read to
me 1n the French lapguage an_ account, with which he wus tot &
little amuosed, of some writing on a no'ice-board eaid to be at the
entrance of the Cathedral of Bt Gulule at Brussels, The account bad
recently been publisbed in an Kpglish newspaper, acd afterwards
translated into the Belgian €swrier. But the editor of the latter
paper, knowing the alory to be totally false, and yet unwilling to term
simply ita anthor a downright liar as he certainly w.s, determined
to visit the Cathedral of 8t Guduir and see what t)e English clergy-
man had really noticel there. Wuel, the editor went, and what were
the wnting azd figares on the board about? Why, nothing at all
about pardoning sins great or sm«il, but the writiog aod the fizures
gave & me informativn about chaire—nothing else. For in all
Catholie cathedrals amd churches in Bulginm thers are nofixed seats,
but chairg are used inatead, A penny is charged for the ose, dunog
divioe service, of a chair of the best description, a half-penny for a
sccond-class chair, aod ouc farthing for the most bumble sart of chuir,
Besides, on par icular occasions, the prices of the chairs vary, and
some aged person, man or woman, has usually chirge of the chairs
a3 a livelihond. During my sejoura in Belgium, whenever I went to
chureh, I paid the naual fee for the use of tha chair and took it into
what part of the church I pleased. This waa the uaual custom. But
the wriliog on the notice-board at St Gudule was ia the Flemish
language, and as tha coinage ia different, it is far morethan probable
that the learned English clergymen uaderstood neither the writing
thereon, nor the sums of money that the figures represented.—I am,
ete,, THoMAS MILNER,
S lwyd Sirect, Adding on,

[Or Newman gives the same explaniticn. -Ep. K, Z, TABLET,]

The Pecrs who come of age dunng the preeat year are three in
number : one being Lord Lovat, Novembior 25 ; be remaining Peers
who are minors inelwte thiee Ca hofica, who wttain their maj ity aa
follows ;:—Vircaunt Southwell, 1893;  Kari of Graoard, 1893 ; Lord
O'Hagan, 1899,

Sair~ male 10 Onder in very best
Style and I'it of the best at ecouunnivnl charges,

WILL YoU KINDLY GIVE US A FaIk TRIAL?



