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clergyman has never disgraced the eotrance either of the Church of
8t Gudule or of any other church of Brussais or of the whole country.
They further declars that they have never even suspecied for one
jnstant that permission to sin conld, for sny possible motive, be
grsated, nor that anyone could ever obtain remiseion of his sins for
meney, Such a doctripe they repudiate with indigoation, as it ia
aod always has beso repudiated by tha whole of the Catholic Chureb,
4 This aeclaration is signed Brussels, April 2, 1851, (Leotures on
Oatholicism in England, pp, 105-6)." * The exposure,” siys New-
man in conolusion, ** happened in March ard April ; bat Protestantism
is iofallible, and the judgment oI its doctors irreversible ; accordingly
in the following June, the newspaper I have memlioned thought it
pecessary to show thet the Tradition was not injured by the blow ;
80 out came the Tradition mgain, ¢ though brayed in a morter,” ot
at all the worse for the accident, in that emphatic statement which 1
quoted when I opened the subject.” Nor have we the slightest ex-
pectation that the ** Tradition " has been silenced in Dunedin, Nay.
had not the Evening Star charitably, as we have sseo, and with a
timely abhorrence ot the odium theologicum, conciaded the correspon-
dence on the publication of this reply to the guotations from Moeeley,
it would, no doubt, be still publicly ssserting itself, Baut wait
awhile. Wa ahill have it all over agsin on the st opportunity.
Whatever may be the conclusions of evolution, we may remark by
way of & concludicg postecript, in our time the bray of the doukey,
for instance, has not altered in the least.

THERE is ooe disadvaotage—we apeak ander cor-
A CURIOUB rection—at which from her very position the
CONSIDERATION. Church seems to be placed in dealing with non-
Catholic people. Bhe makes her statements on her
own authority, snd knows of no higher tribunal to which she may
appesl. If they contradict her, sbe can but point to her own
decisions and her own doctrine as the rule by which she requires
them to judge—sand, it they canaot understand or will not mocept
thess, she can do no more. Compare these accusations respecting
pardons mnd iodulgences brought by rabid Evangelica's and Free-
thinkers against the Chareh, with some, for example, constantly
brought againat the Jews, The Jews, from time immemorial and np
to the present momenty, have been aund are contioually mecosed of
kitling Ohristisne, particularly Christiae children, to use their blood
in certain of their ceremonies, When they deny the charge, paessges
from their sacred books are produced, in which unlearned and incom-
petent people fiod irrefatable proof of the truth of the charge. More-
over, murders have undeniably been committed by Jews and have been
ascribed to soch motives, A very notable murder of a Franciscan
missionary, for instance, tock place some years ago in Damascus, the
late M. Crémieux being charged with defending the morderers ouat of
religions eympathy with them. A couple of years siuce, again, a
little boy wae murdered, under very piteous circumsiances, in the
pame town, and Jewa undonbtedly were the criminals. No cause for
the crime beiog assigned, in either case, it wss concluded that it wae
doe to tbe religious reqmrements alluded to., The Jews, bowever,
beeides their proteats, avd the explanation of their true doctrine, had
a tribunal to appeal to--they appealed (o the Pope, or to prelates of
the Chureb. By the command of the Sovereign Pontiff their case
kas been more than once inguired into—the last time by Cardine
Ganganelli, alterwards Pope Clement X[V, —and on such authority
they have been pronounced completely innocent. In our
own days, we bave hesrd the late Cardinal Mawuning prononnee
strougly in their favour, For a Catholic to believe the accusaticn in
guesticn, therefore, would be an act on his part of pregumption snd
disobedience, Whether tha Jews acknowledge the services thus
renderad them by denowncing in their tura groes charges brouvght
against the Catholhic Church—or whether, in some icalances. they
lend their aid to the promotion of such charges, it ia not for us to
asy. Wa have quoted their case simply as an illuatratios, if we may
venture to say 80, of the disadvaotage, so far, at least, va the con-
viction of nalearned and incapable or ill-disposed pon-Catbolics is
eoncerned, at which the Church is placed in baving no tribunal
apart from or higher than herself, to whose decision she may refer her
aconaars,

I our late review of Mr William Douglas Morri-

BELIGION AND son's * Crime and ita Causes,' althongh we gave a
CRIMK. tolerably copious reproduction of the writer's argu-
ments, there was £till a point or two which we were

obliged, for the time at least, to pasa over. Mr Morrison, for exam-
ple, in referring to the comparative immunity of India from crime,
with the exception of infanticide, which he gave snflicient reason for
omitiing, remarked as follows in a note. * For the high percentage
of infanticide in Kogland see the evidence given before the House of
Lorda laat July (1890) by Jndges Day and Wille''—a consideration
we may add, which must be taken into account in relation to those
sssertions that crime in England is decreasing, and which Mr Morri-
son disproves, Mr Morrison doed not enter into the religions bear-

ings of the matter—although we may gather from his condemnation
ot & merely inweliectnal training that be is not indifferent to it, One’
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passsge however ha does give us in which the subject is mentioned
and from which, perhaps, his disposition may be mors clearly divined,
1 Bome Ttalian writers,” he siys, ' mnke much of the religinsity of
delinguents ; such & &niiment may be common amorg off -vdurs in
Italy ; it is certainly rare smong the same class in Grest Britain
(p 196)." A bigot, we know, might reply, * B-bold the c¢iff r nce
between Catholic and Protestant criminals.” But whet then wosld
become of the assertion th«t Irigb Catboli s throng the prisurs of
Euglund snd Fcotland 7 Thia asscr!ion, as we are aware, ia {alse and
grosly misleading, The cxcemive proportion of Irish Catholica
returned in the prison statisiics of Great Britain, as well as in those
of these colonies, is arrived at only by leaving ont all question of
everpthing but the number of convictions, and comparing the Irish
labouring population, heavily handieapped as they are among s vast
majosity who constantly provoke, discountenance, and repel them —
pot with & popnlation only sitoated like themselves, which indeed is
bardly to be found, brt with all the inhabiiants, incloding the
wealthy and sristocratic classes, of the severai countries. Asis the
case in the colonies too, Irish prisoners in Great Britain certainly
form the proportionate majority of minor offenders—so that, all
things considered, etatistics give Little informatioq as to their sctoal
of comparative nombers, Nevertbeless Irish Catholic prisoners are
unfortunately common enough to affor@ Mr Morrison means to judge
as to the state of their religionw grntimenta, His judgment, we see,
ia ndverse, Bat who are the Italian writers who, an Mr Morrison
tells us, make much of the relizionity of delinquenta? Unprejudiced
men on whose word we may rely? Oa the contrary, they are
men of violent prejudices, atheists, and doctrinaires, bent oo stamp-
ing out Christinmity and reforming the world on the basis of their
own fads, Lat us take ose of them, for example, that is, Sigoor
Ferri, of whom we find special mention made elsewhere, Forri
denies the existence of auch a thing ss remorse among criminals, or
even the possibility of it. We take our information as to all this
from ap article by M, Arthur Desjardins, of the Institnte of France,
published in the Reeue des Deux Mondes of January 1, 1891, aud to
which we referred a week or 1wo ago :—* Except delinquents carried
away by a burst of passion,” he says, ** malefactors, by the effect of
an insensibility proper to them, feel no more remorse after baving
committed the misdead than they felt repagoaoce befors committing
it."—What trace of religiosity is to ba found in tbis, we should like
to know?! The principle of Bignor Ferri and bis colleagues, howaver,
a8 we bave said before, is an absolute denial of free.will, Anything
connected with religion they will not admit of. M. Ferri, says the
writer from whom we quote, congen's to recoguise the existence of
“ psycho-anthropological ” rulgs—but oo condition of first removiag
the * uncertainties of theology and metaphysics "—that is to eay, the
soul and God.—Necesparily M, Ferri apswers £ T it that prisoners ia
Italian priscns are extremely religious, bat who ia to answer for M,
Ferri -—That he is a savant capable of remarksabie feats of the
imaginstion, as well aa of somz sccommodation, we may conclnde
from what M, Desjardins teils us concerning certain of bis specula-
tions, He finds, for example, that in certain Italian provioces the
homicide has lopg arms, that in others he has them ghort—and yet
sgain, that there are cthers where he has them sometimes loog and
sometimes short—' Réti, bouilli —mame chose.’ 18 it not evident that
M. Perri can discover whatever he is in search of ]—We bave,in a
former note, alluded to the docirine touching crime taught by M,
Ferri nnd bis colleagnes—and alio to the measure they propose—not
reformation, not elucation, not intellectual or moral training,
but elimination — the special proposal of M. Ferri, — We
have algp referred to the methols by which they woald bring it
about—preferably the gallows or the surgeon's koife, or the trans-
portation of the criminals to & savage country where the natives
would ensiave them—bat failing all this, asylums where they shonld
be permanently shot ap. M. Desjarding, an authority whose opinion
deserves eome consideration, in contrasting tbe methods adopted in
civilised conntries with those which these savans propose, sllowa us to
gather that he bassome faith in religiousicfluences, * Humanity, he
tells ua, has thought it possible to organise a system of penalties,
correctional as well a8 puaitive ; that ia to say, of speaking to tha
goul of the couvict, of amending while chastising him, of conquering
his habite of idlaness,of giviog him & professiona) apprenticeship, and
instruction both moral and religions, It hae not despaired of con-
verting him," M. Desjardins evidently recognises the place of religion
in the correctional methods npecessary. M. Ferri finda Italian
prisoners reiigions, as he finds bis Italian homicides long armed or
ghort armed, or both indifferently, to suit bis purposes, A scientist
of the period, bent on also eliminating God and the scul, could hardly
do otherwise, Mr Morrison, we have little doubt, wonld find Catholic
prisoners in Italy &s be has fonnd them in Great Britain.

The Oburch of 8t. Columba, of Cologne, enjoya the privilege of
having attacbed to 1t the oldest priest in the archdioc-se, the Rev.
Peter B¢ .euter, who completed bia ninetieth year on the 13.h inet,
He was ordained priest in 1825, and is 8till in the enjoyment of good
health, eaying Mass every morniog at nive, and eleven o'clock Mass
on Sundarys.
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