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8T. PATRICK'S DAY IN CHRISTCHURCH.

————

THE members of 8t Patrick's branch of the H,A.C.B.8, celebrated 3¢
Patrick's Day by & baoquet, Over 200 aat dowa to table, and a very
pleasing prospect was the large number of ladies preseat. The chair
was3 occupied by the President (Bro Nelscn), who was supported by
Bros O'Connell and Bellars (P.D, Presideats), Curtin (P.R.), B, P.
Lonargan (Trustes), and O'Bhaughnessy (secretary). Bro Raidy
(P,P)) occupied the vice obair,

After ample jusiice had been done to \he good things provided,
the president amnounced that before proceeding wi.h the toist list
they had a pleasing little ceremooy to perform, viz, the unveiling of
the emblem of the Society, Twelve montha that evening, Bro Per-
cival (now Agent (teneral), in addressing the members and friends of
the Bociety, remarked theabsence of anything ia the hall representative
of the Bociety, and suggested that somethicg ehould be done, The
words bad hardly fallen from him when Bro Bogers, jun ., took the mat-
ter up, and that night his nobie efforta were to ba crowned. The
work was artistically done, and would refleot great credit on the
wriist. He would now call ou Bro O’Connell {one of the first prasi-
dents of the branch to uaveil the emblem, Bro O'Coanell, in a few
well-chosen words, unveiled the emblem, described its different
characteristicsa. The sarpriee was 8o great to all present, that it was
some seconds before they could fully realise i.a beauties, when it was
greetad with an outburst of applanse, and musical bonours—* 8t
Patrick’s Day.”

The chairman now proposed " The Pope,” ' the Queen, and
Royal Family,” which were duly honoured,

“ The Land of our Adoption,” Bro O'Connor said, though he
bad consented to propess this toast, he would prefer substituting
“ The Imud we live in,” As an Irishman he still cluog to his native
land and his love for the same was as green a3 the day he left it,
For that reason heconsidersd it & misnomer 1o call this the land of our
adoption. New Zealand, he considered. had a great future before it,
and when you looked roand you and saw the happy and well kept
people it could not be denied that we were & very prosperous people.
The yield io wheat, oats, potatoes and other kind of cereala could not
be excelled in any other part of the worid, and the climate was
second to none, But there was oae thing that marred the content of
the Catholics of the Colony, and that was the matter of education.
We are being upjustly treated ia that respect. If he were allowed
he would propose a resolution protesting againat that injustice, as he
considered it most nnfair that we should have to bear the burden of
educating other people's children, and at the same time to have to put
our hands in our pockets and support ocr ewn., We are told that we
can send our children to the Governwent schools, Yes, that may be
#o ; but then we believe in religious as well aa secular education, and
our conscience will not allow us to do it. He was pleasad to notice
that the Aoglicans were now taking active measures to have this
ungodly eystem of edncation altered. aud it they would, thea, the
matter would be virtually settled, as the Aaglicans in themselves
were more than balf the population of New Zeiland, 1n conclusion
he proposed “ Tha land we live in,’ which was duly derunk with
musical honours.

Mr W. Hoban, in respooding to the toast, said as a ¢)lonial, he
waa proud of his country. As a rich and fertile eountry it could not
be excelled, Its wonders of bot water springs and streams of cold
water rooning side by side was the theme of admiration of everyone
that witnessed them. Its mineral and other wealth was unbounded,
apd its climatic iofluences were o great that no wonder when men
left its shores for fatherisnd that they returned. That remioded bim
of the good old song—*" Home, sweet home, there is mo place like
home,” &nd the snitableness ot the toast * The laud of oor adopticn.”

Bro B, P, Lonargan, propoding thz toast of the day we celebrate,
paid :—Mr Chairman, ladies aod gentlemen—I regret that owing to
the nnavoidable absence of Rev Father U'Dopnell I have been called
upon at 6o short & notice to propose the toast of the evening, In hia
bands ample justice would have been done to it. You will therefore
excuse me if, at the last moment, I fail to satisfy you in all you wish
tobave said on it. However, there are feelinga which, with therapidity
of the lightning-flash, are called forth at the mention of the day con-
secrated as the anniversary for hoaouring the memory of the patron
paint of Ireland, These same feelings to-might swell the breasts of
every gathering of Irishmen met for the same parpose all the warld
over. Turn to what land yoa will ; look throughout the leogth and
breadth of that great continent of America, lock even at the back-
woods of Oacada, or at Africa or India, or the great extent of our awn
Augtralasia and you wi'l find that the wmagic of the name. Bt
Patrick’s Day collects the children of the sea-divided Gael to express
in joyous festivity their sentiments on the many happy memoties
connected with the dear old land, How fitting then that we, of
Christchurch, should be no exception to the rule. As the Irishmsan's
faith is so closely ailied with bhis nationality, all of us will doubtless
miss faces from the board which we should love to honour amongst
ue, Though the absence to-night is one of our misfortunes, let us

trust that at the recurring featival we shall secure their prescnee to

assist to make more complete the celebration of thia glorions anni-
versary to which the Irish race throagh ages of nnexampled persecu-
tion hes faitbfally clung.

Mr Mahalm, in responding, said :—Mr Lonargan, in proposing
this toast, made bappy reference to the many endearing eeptiments
which the name of this day we celebrate brings to the mind of Irieh.
men all the world over, and commented on the prond fact that
throoghout the wide extent of Auostralasia patherings similar to this
are being held to-night to do bonour to this great day,and keep alive
the glorious memories connected with it, Coasidering the circum-
stances surronading life in these new countries so far removed from
the hom: of cur race, all wishing to keep salive its best traditions
must earnestly wish that the custom shall never cease, nor the apirit
which animates us bere to-night flag, How many incidents came
almost dailv under the motice of most of ns which should teach the
necessity for tonis periodical amassing of onr people, for thoss re-
unions which keep the epirit of Irish nationality from being chilled
and from growing apathetic by those old forces which are not yet
played out nor spent, I refer to those forces of calumoy wnd mis-
representation which have followed ue down throngh the whole dark
long line of 700 year’s history, since the day when Henry IL, the
murderer of two Archbighops and saints, said that ke came on a
special missicn from Rome 1o teach the Irish peopls how to live in
peace and order. It iy those foresa which have to be fought against,
for they work silently but effectually in any cormunity where the
barriers to their progress are weak, Let me give you two incidents
which will illustcate what I mean., A short time since, in the haoda
of a Christchurch student, I came scross a book called & “ Universal
History,” which, on the title page, said it was * designed " for families
and “echools,” It contaioed about 200 chapters, and out of tbat
gave one brief one to Ireland, 1 suspect you will say * quite enough
too,” when I give you & sentence or two from it. It opens thos:
* The history of Ireland, or ¥ Green Erio’' ae it is called, is full of
very interesting matter, and I am sorry I can only beatow on it ooe
cbapter.”” * The first inhabitants of Ireland were hard-fisted Keits,
who fought with clubs, and seemed to love fighting better than fenst-
ing.' After a dozen lines about the Christian missionary which it
called Patrick, it said, * When he was gone the people told wonderful
gtories about him, and finally they considered him more holy thaa
other men and called him a saint. To this day they consider 86
Patrick as in Heaven watching over tbe interests of Ireland. They
pray to him and do him hooour. They set apart one dsy in the year
for going to church and bresking each others heads with clubs,’
After some spicy anecdotes it wound up with glowing liues on the
conquest, It breathes a reference to Ireland's being ill-governed, but
that King James I. did something about improving the condition of
the psople, “ but neither he nor any subsequent king has been able to
get St Patrick out of their heada.”” 'Then in all solemnity it tells ns
that Bt Patrick was a Roman Catholic, and most of the people of Ire-
land are Catholica to this day, Ladies and gentlemen, we have heard
of a bird's-eye-view of Irieh history; to designate this wounld be
difficult ; it is, at all events, the low view of some crawliag creature
akin to the suakes thab Bt Patrick banished. The other incident I
give you is the outcome of the work of such writers, bat it is none the
less 1nstructive for us. In a Okristchurch morning paper, about a
couple of months ago, | saw a paragraph anncuncing that a pluy bad
been acted under the auspices of a severely sslect sst of Christian
youag men, The paper said—* If this be a faithiul representation
of Insh court procedurs, that procedure differs considerably from
what wo are accustomed to here. Coungel turn their backe on judge
and jury ; cross-examination is conducted on somewhat carious lines,
The jndge allows counsel to abuse the lawa he sits to administer, and
it ia not contrary to rule for persons in the body of the court to
spesk to jurymen.” Iam not especially concerned about defending
the Irish judicial dignity, but it does atrike one as strange that
neither the Wetsh, nor the Scateh nor the English courts are selected
for the lofty burlesque of these especially designated young
Christians. The angwer ia evident; the old apirit of viewing all
things Irish hae not yet died out amonget our neighbours, and these
incidents I bave given are strawe which show how the wind blows in
Christchareh ; and God alone knows bow many live out their livea
getting their spirit gradu.lly crushed within them by the daily ioflu-
ence of that prejudice, It is to counteract that,to cheer and animate
and revive old spirits that these gatherinza are useful—io maka ua
recollect whbat we are and whence we spruog—to turn our minds
back on the chequered roll of history and to recollect that for 700
years our people have struggled on steadily for a priaciple, and when
we notice to-day the patronising awrs of a people who in the past were
benefitted by our superiority-—our superior customs, laws, and man-
ners—we can recollect that when oar neighboara were not out of the
jungle of barbarism—we bad laws and government superior to any
couniry of Western Earope outside the very beart of tbe Roman
Empire, We had, in fact, a system of land laws which modern
thinkers are striving to-day to obtaig for the benefit of mankind
The right of each to the soil was duly recognised by all, Bt Patrick
found amongat us no claes distinctions. The head ot the sept or clan
was ailied by birth to his bumblest fullower. The chief who on bie.



