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of amsliorstion is vanishing, would 1t not seom demrable to move
voluntarily out of a false and painful siluation? The ressoos of
moral security weigh heavily in the sanctoary of the Pontifical con-
science, Tradition, the age of the Cardicals, and the fesr of the
unknown, pley a considerable part in this evolution of the Holy See ;
but there comes n tima when the question of eristeuce overbalances
all questions of opportunity and conveniences, when the costom of
centuries stands ande and vanishes before the need of living, breath-
ing, and developing. The law of existence i3 the firat law of all,

Toe Italian Govercment has measured the whoie acope of this
eventuality, Although it affects a serenity that is mot in its heart,
it fears an exodus. Since 1379 it bhas been coocentrating a large
proportion of its thooghts round this pivot of internal and general
policy, In its judgment, to interfere with the existing cooditions cf
the Jonclave would be to lay hands upon one of the bases of its life
and organism, When Pius 1X, reached the decline of bis Pontificate,
loaded with years, M Depretis made a whole campaign in the Euro-
p:an capitals to force the Bacred Collega to elect tre new Pope in
Rome. Io his successive notes he multiplied promises to the different
Cabinets, and goaranteed, as he said, the absolate liberty of the Con-
clave. Ha took the Vatican under his guardianship, so that no
power might favoar the current in the direction of a possibla exodos
of the Conclave,

If in 1878 the Goveroment dreaded a departure of the Papacy
its fear has become greater since, Grave faults bave been committed.
The sitnation has grown worse, The two Powers, from adveresriea
that might ba reconciled, have become two irreconcilable forzes.
The atmosphere of the Vatican has been renewed, They brasthe
thee alteady the air of the futare. On the heights of the Holy Hee
there is feit something like the sensation of & new earth, the pre-
cursory breezes of another climatic season for the Papacy. That is
the reason why the Quirinal bas increased ite efforts and will still
increase them to hold the Vatican in its present state of immobility.
At the commencement of the yaar 1890 M, Crispi opened negotintiona
with the allied Cabineta for the purposs of preparing the Conclave,
forcing it to remain in Rome, and bringing aboat the election of a
Pope who would not be too redoubtable. M. Rudini bas contioued
this work. It haseven been said that the Coasulta included in its
conditions for the remewal of the Trip'e Alliance a restrictive clause,
a eort of sgreemeat about the Conclave. In fact, this thing was
attempted, but Mgr, Galimberti, becoming aware of it in time, was
able to foil the maooeavre. Yet it is certain that the Consulta deli-
vered to the Kmperor, through the intermediary of M, de Revertess,
the Anetro-Hungarian Ambassador to tha Holy See, a confidential
note, in which it specified wha: it desired. It is also said that the
Emperor was painfully affected by this commusication, because his
position as Chiet of State and thetraditions of tbe honse of Hapsburg
toroade him to favour too much the sslfish projecta of the Quirinal
against the Pope, and therefore againat the Ca holics of hia empire,

The reasona for this intervention are plain enough. An Itahan
ministry could gever, withont committing suicide or without absolute
abdication, giva to the Conclave and the Popa lLiberty 1o leave the
Italian rnoil. Tbe future of the bouse of Savoy and the life of ils Go-
vernment are based upon the status guo, The day that a departore
shonld be accomplished the Italisn dtate would be thtowe off the
track, The Roman guestion ia the koot of the policy, the main spring
of the Italian wnitary mechanism. A change, a modification, or a
transposition of factors, however slight that transposition might be,
wouid bring abont a dslocation and endanger all the solidity of the
improvised Biate, The Conclave nway from Rome, the exodus of the
Papacy would be not only the overthrow of the order now established ;
it would be, with briet delay, a revolution in Italy, It would be the
triamph of the repoblic, Bonghi aaid only the otker day: “If (he
Pope quits Rome throogh the Vi Flaminian, the King will be obligad
to fies through the Porta Pia,” Never uader norm .l conditions has
such sa egitation been possibie as that which wou d follow the de-
parture of the Bacred College. Wnat, then, would 1t be in our pain-
ful and difficult condition, at the time when the least shock is liable
to produce au earthquake in the order of Europ2? It wauld ot only
be the cause of the Pops opened up with celat, but it would be a
peril for the concert of e allied Powers. It would b the signal for
mew combinalions and the prelude to extraordivary comp'exities,

Oupsequently tae Powe s, with Italy at the head of them, are
interested 10 the oufoldibg of this historical episode. At no period
in bistory has the Papacy oad sach mighty wiluence upon the mareh
of international destinwes, Al de Maistre once prophesicd @ * The
dayr are approsching when we sha | have in the wor'd the visible
presence of the Papscy.” That time has now arnived, Toe Vatican
bs Emered into the public conscience, into 1he calcalations of States
8. CZe principal, the pivotsl, factor in European order, Many atates-
mea regtet that they did oot take up their positions 1n 1870 in this
great uffair, io order 1o bring about an amicable arrangement between
the two powers that togetber occupy the city of Bome, At that time
an arrangement would oot bave met with the resistance that 18 offered
to-day lo any entente cordiale. On the oue sideas on the o her minds
have become embiltered : the situation bas becomea spoiled, There has
been accumulated on the two beights of the Capitol aad of St. Peter's

such mn enormous amount of misunderstanding, disagreemeat and
confliot that it wounld reguire s great stroke of Pravidenca to bring
things back again o their natursl order. Theralore the eventuality
of the Couclave interests the leaders of the nations. It is beyond
doubt to-day that the whole quadruple force of Iialy, Germany,
Anstria,and England,is combined against any lonovation in the choice
of » successor to Leo X1IL It would he excessive, it acems to me, to
characterise closely the controlliog inspiraticn of this attitude, The
departare of the Sacred College would enquestionably be the most
tremendous blow that conld be directed against the Quirinal, the
most fatal event, fall of the gravest consequences, Now tbe Iriple
Alliance has need of Italy,and therefore it feara this mystericns exo-
dus quite a8 much as does the Consnita.

From Madrid and Lisbon we fiad similar influences proceeding,
The relationship of the two Queens with tie houses of Savoy and
Heapsburg render the diplomacy of thess two conatzies very malleabls
for the wishes of the Quirinal. All who know the political #oil of
Bome, that scil so multiform, so difficult to snderatand, mads of &
combination of mystery and subsoil, o delicate domain reserved for
the elite of politica, are not ignorant of the fact that the Ambassadors
of Madrid and Lisbon to the Pope bave receired orders to sssist the
moral effects of the Teiple Alliance, and to influence ecclesiastioal
opinion in Bome against the probability of an exodus of the Bacred
Collega.

Bgut will these combined efforts eucceed? It the Quiriual hag
such a etrong interest in maiotsining the present state of affairs
ought the Vatican to favour its rival by remaioing in expectation and
inaction? faitnotevidenttoevery impartial observer that opposing in-
terests must bring about adivereity of conduet? Ifthe entire existence
the Italisn Btate is linked with the stafus guo, ought the Pope to
fasten himself to a waiting policy? If aevery day, standing with
folded arms, he finds himself losing ground; and if the remoral of
the 8acred College puts in question all the work of the Italian reve.
lution, is it possible to hesitate and not have recourse to such & con.
venient weapon?  Objections are made on the difficultios of removal,
that black clond in the international horiron, and the uncertainty
of areturn. But what the Vatican will not do at an inopportune
moment and of ita own accord, it rany be forced to do the day when
the revolation ¢oneiders itself strong enongh to enter the arens for
the last battle, Ewverything that is great in bistory has its thorns.
Whatever has an infineace npon haman destiny may make the most
courageous tremble, and canse the most creative miodeto falter, But
extraordinary situations demand extraordinary acts, The Papacy
bas [aith in the Divine force, It rests upon the Infinite and vpon
the moral miracle. As an bistorical power, as » human contingency,
it bag ita modesty and its timidity, It konowa the calenlations and
the beaitations of political bodies, It ie anxious and is not afraid,
It takes refuge in woridly prudence. But wheo it is not alone its
human side thal is at atake, bat ail its pastoral miaistry : when all its
religions mi-slon and all ite social and amphictyonic arbitrage are
threatened, how can we refuse to sdmit that Leo X III, and his coun.
sellora sbould discusa the reasona in favour of su exile necessarily
tempurary I Has pot the Sacred College several times beea in session
abroad ! And have oot these extraordinsry sessions been followed
by a marvellous rejuvenstion of the moderating and pacifying power
of the Holy Bee? But I do not wish to enter upon an argument,
My intention is simply o be the sincers interpreter of the reality,
witaess of facts, Awnd is it not strange that when one weighs the

reagons for and against, we are brought infallibly to the conclasion
that an exodus alone will bring about u solation worthy of the Pope,
of Italy, and of the civilised world ?
(7o be concluded)
S ———

In one of ite recent issues tha Monitcur de Rome gives sxpression
to an opinion that a very remarkable article which recently appeared
in the (Frahshanine, a journal of considerable influence in 8t, Paters-
burg, has not received all the notice which it deserves, According to
the Rusman authority, the incidenta of the recuad of last Qctobar
ought to bave opene i Lhe eyes of all friends of the Pope to the serions.
ness of the situarion in which hin Holiness is placed. The Ita'in
Radicale bave given the world clearly to uoderatand that on the
very day on which war may chaoce to be declared they will at once
8t fire to the Vatican ; while there are to be found not & few among
tbe lower ranks of this party who are bat little disposed to wait for
the declaration of war before carrying their design ioto effect. The
Irahshanine declares that it ean well understand the apprebensions
which fill the mind of the Pootuff and bis fears lest the date of his
departore from Rome may be hustened, Tne same paper asks what
hopes there are that hiberty of aciion will be allowed to the next
Conclave which shall assemble for the election of a Pope, and adds
that the only chance of a favourable issue to the present crisis ia to
be found in the uoited action of CUsilholics 1n all parts of the world,

We cotice in & London paper that the Pope has conferred a not-
able dietinction oo Me Qlement Scott, the well-known Catholic litter-
atenr of London, The honour referted to conaists of the Papal bless-
ing inscribed oo & document signed apd sealed at the Vatican, and
enclosed in a magnificent casket of lacquer and Damascene nteel,
This favour 18 inteeded as & recogniti n ot Mr Beott's eloquent protesta
againet the atheirm of the current dramatic literatare, Mr Scott is
the son of a Protestant clergyman, He became a Catholic when
quite a young mao. Amongst the other distinguished literary men
of London, who are also known as practical Catholies, may be mea.
tioned Mr F, C. Burnan , editur of the famons comic paper, Punch,




