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says,"have topay for itsome wayor other," That is it. Freedom
of conscience for the Catholics, providedtheypay for it

—
andpay for

it tooin hard cash. Need we say anymore?

Ina correspondencewhichhas taken place in the Otago Daily
Times between Sir Robert Stoat and Mr JosephBraithwaite, relative
to religion and crime, and to which we shall refer atgreater length
inour next issue, Sir Robert gives as an instance of the insufficiency
o£ Catholicism torestrain crima, the reignofKing Henry 111., when,
|he says,tuere were

"
moremurders, rapes, androbberies,in oneshire

of England in one year than are now in10 yearsin all England."
Whether it was so or not we do not stay now to inquire.
Butlet us set ca^e by case. We go back to a much earlier time, and
instanceIreland, while she wasstill the Islandof Saints and Scholars."Order andcontentment and social happiness followedin the train
of this just rule," writes Cardinal Moraa,referring to the reign cf
KingBrian, whose whole basis of action was his Catholic devotion,"and the annalists relate, not as a matterof poetic imagery, but aei a
stern fact, that in those times of peace, a fair maiden deckedoutwith
precious jewels, and bearing rich treasures in her hands, could
traverse the whole island, from shore to shore, without injury or
insult being offered to her" (Occasional Papers p. 142). For the
diminution incrime alluded to by Sir Robert Stout as characterising
the England of the period, Italian authropologists would,nodoubt,
at least in part,account by tbosa judicial slaughters of the criminal
classes carried out by Henry VIII. and Queen Elizabeth,by which
the heirs of thepre-human rac* were thinnedin the country and the
crimin:! element in a great degree diminished . These judicial
slaughters as conducive to such aa end, moreover,have evoked the
applause of ceitain of tbe scientistsin question. We do not think,
on the whole, Sir Robert Stout has much togain from his argument
aa to the reiga of King Henry 111. Eren if it were grounded on
fact, it would not hialtogether conclusive.

Correspondence.
[We are not responsible for the opinionsexpressed by our Correspond«nts.]

SIR ROBERT STOUT'S STATISTICS.

of thePontificalEncyclical which wehavequoted wehare sometimes
permittedourselves todepart from the translation called official to
have recourse to theoriginal text." The man of science andintel-
lect sees the difficulty of the matter. The jackanapes, inflated by
having passed the sixthstandard, thinks itia asplain as bis a, b, c.
Wequote the case for the benefitof would-be wits and festiveboobies— not,however, wita the faintest hope than itwill teach thembetter
manners. Their bray,as wehare seen elsewhere, is irrepressib'e.

M. Anatole Leroy-B«aulieu has also a word tosay that may be
taken to heart by men, who, less scurrilously but quite aa deter-
minedly, are also opposing Dr Moran in his demands on behalf of
Catholic education. He, at least, who is certainly entitled as an
emiuent man of science to an attentive hearing, has evidently no
faith in the moral effects of a pure seculsiism. "We are thus
brought back in every thing," be write 9inconcluding one of bis
articles, " to ths sameconclusion :there is nothing truly efficacious,
jiothing Boiid and durable for our democraticsocieties outside of the
Gospel, outside of the Christian spirit and Christian brotherhood*
The Stateand the law have nothing for souls."

The followingcircular has been banded to us for publication :—:
—

To prevent as far as possible the confusion aid delay resulting from
the practice of writing to the S. Congregation of Propaganda in
English, theundersigned Secre ary deem* it necessary to notify that
according toettablisbed tradition, all communications to this 8. Con-
gregation should be written inLatin, French or Italian. Moreover
Much communications should be addressednot to the Secretary,but
to HisEminence the Cardinal Prefect. It would be well to give
extensivepublicity to this notice, if needs be, through the columns of
theCatholic Press. Borne from the Propaganda, Ist February, 1892.
fIGNATIUS PEBBICO, Archbishop ofDamietta, Secretary.

Ws havesaid,in effect elsewhere, that,although it were proved,
as ithas not been, that intellectual culture of itself could diminish
crime,little would be gained, while the vice it could not diminish
remained rampant. Anarticle in theForum for January, from the
penof Mr Warren F.Spalding, Secretaryof the Massachusetts Board
of Commissioners of Prisons, seems to bear us out. Mr Spading
writes to disprovean assertion made that a milder system of prison
discipline in the State had led toan increase of crime. Insteadof
the increase being as asserted,he says, fifty per cent in fif y years it
has only been seven per cent, or at a rate twice as rapidas that of
the entire population. Serious crime, he states, has markedly
diminished. The increase shownin the aggregates,hesays, is "solely
in offences against order and decency, such as adultery, ni<?ht-walk-
ing, disturbing the peace, drunkenness, beint* idle and diaorderlyt
violationof liquor laws,vagrancyand the like, the vicesof thepeopie
or the results of their vices." "We are n>i bee >nnng a nationof
criminals," he says again, " but we are overw clmed by a great lido
of drunkenness and kindred vices." And y. t ao'un,

" W** have
more than held our own as a State in the si;ug^le against crime
though wehave failed tokeep down the vices.

'
*h ipal<iin^, more-

over,bears testimony, thouphincidentally and unidteotionally, to the
value of religious influences. Alluding to the greater pr>poitionuf
crime a3 due to the foreign born population and their children, he
says," The;e has been & steady improvement in the character of our
foreign population,under the influence of uur in^itutions." We kuow
from other sources that among tbis population the Catholic Church
has bjen steadily increasing her influences, and largely by means of
Catholic schools. What, again, is true of tie Irish Catholic popula-
tion in Great Biitain, and in tntse colonies seems alao to be true of
themin Maamchuset s. There, hkewne, they appear to be uccjunt-
able chiefly for minor offences, often committed over and over again
by tb.3 samuindividual. "

A comparatively small number," s-tya Mr
Spalding,

" givea bad name to our forugn-bjrn population." Mr
Spaldmg's argument, as we have said, is in support of an imp ove.l
andmilder prison-discipline. Can nothiug of me kind be adduced
in fxpla: a'ionof the falling off in ennae quotedby Sir 11ib re Stout
for New Zealand, as proof of thesuperiority of the secular system ?
Sir tobert, weknow, although we have so far accidentally omitted
to acknowledge it, argueanegatively, but then weunderstand hiai to
mean positively. Massachusetts, therefore, thougn leas criminal,
seems rather morevicious. Has New Zealand anything iv common
with it ?

A NEW relay of donkeys areuplifting their tuneful voices in the
Evening Star, One of them who appropriately cills himself " Public
School," the pedagjguish donkey beiug the most egregioas of al>,
thinks he has fouud aa ongiaal argument in thj f*(> cud of <<ne
threshed oul yearsago. He cleverly likens tha Catholic detnmi to
thatof a privatecitizen, whoshould despite the police andclaim an
especialnight-watchman from the city. Common sens13,sajs Gojige
Eliot, teaches men tv avoid extremes. But where there isno com-
mon sense— nosense of any kind— what is to b*. done ? Wny, hold
your tongue and let the fool go his own way. Our fool, however,
makes a significant slip, "Most of us who keep a conscience,

'
he

TO THE EBITOB NZ, TABLET.
Sia,

—
Sir Robert Stouthas writtenmuch lately about education and

crime. Ienclose two extracts, which you will kindly publish for his
[consideration. The first is from a lecture recently delivered in the
Princeton Protestaut Theological Seminary ; the second from thig
moruiog's (Wednesday's) Otago Daily Times.

Prcfessnr li)bertEllis Thompson,S I.D.,University of Pennsyl-
vania, in one of his lectures on the Divine order of society, and,
speaking of America, s^js :— " Secular education ia a cramped,
maimed, paleie1 education. . . . The secularisation of instruc-
tion in the public schools is to cut ofi the children of the nation
from contuct wish ti>e de?p"3t fprmgs of its moral and intellectual
Inc. It is to is )Ute all scunces from the fundamental science which
gives themunity aad perennial interest

—
the knowledge of God. It

is to rob history of its significance as ihe Divine education of the
race and to re luce it perilously near to Schopsnhauer's estimate, that
it had nomore meaning thau the wrangling and strife of the wild
beasts of the forest. It is to deprive ethical teaching of the oaly
basis which ein make its precepts pjw>'ifal for the control of con-
duct. It is to depiivenational order of the supreme sanction which
'nves's it with the .tignity of D.vine authority."

Sir Kobert Stout maint .in* that crimmalty hasdecreased in New
Z jaland since the seculir system was inaugurated. Why, then, the
following local in the Otago Daily Times :— "The Commissioner of
Police has address >d the followiug memo, to < fficera ia charge of dis-
tiicts:— 'The attentiou o£ the Hoa. the Defence Minister has been
lately called to toe increase of l.unkiai^m m the various townsin the
Colony, and the lneffiii'ncy of thi police iq dealing with this
nuisince. in mi'iy to.vns groups of lids are permitted to collect
and loiter aboutstreet ornerd.suitting onladies' dresses, makinguse
of disgus'ing and profaue laaguage,and even iusultlng pas-ers-by,
whilst o herj amuse themselves by breaking lamps, unhanging gates,
and various other objectionable prac ices. The commissioner, there-
fore, directs officers incharga of districts to taka sucti steps as they
may deem necessary to vigorously supress theaj objectionableaud
annoying habits, aid he ia assured they will receive every assistance
fiom all ieipt ciable citizens in carrying oofu f this duty.'

"

Ad advantage to the buyer of Messrs Simon Bro hers' boots and
shot's inibat, tti " finn D'iag direct laif/aiters, no middleman comas
between them anithe purcaaaer. The 1 itt ir is thus protected from
payinga commission.

Mr E. Clemp-i<n's herbalremeheaaregrowingin repute. Agents
will be found in the country towns, or urd^n aUresdeJ to the com-
pounder, Main street, South DuaeJin, will obtaia imrnidute at-
tention.

Holy Week books at Mr O'Connor's, Christchurch.
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