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of the Pontifioal Eacyclical which we have quoted we have sometimes
permitted ourseives to depart from the tracsimtion called official to
have recourss to the original text." The man of science and intel-
lect sees the difficulty of the matter, The jackanapes, inflated by
having passed the sixth standard, thinks it ia as plain as his s, b, c.
We quote the case for the benefit of would.be wits and festive boubies
—not, however, wita the faintest hope than it wiil teach them better
manaers. Thair bray, as we have seen cleewhere, is irrepressib’e,

M. Anatols Leroy-Beaulien has also a word to say that may be
taken to heart by men, who, lesa scurrilously but quite as deter-
minedly, are Rlso opposing Dr Moran in his demands on behalf of
Catholic education, He, at least, who is certainly entitied as an
emivent man of science to an attentive hearing, has evidently no
faith in the moral effects of a pure seculstism, * We are thua
orought back in every thing,” be writes in concluding one of his
articles, * to tha same conclusion : there is nothing truly efficacious,
%uthing solid and durable for our demoecratic rocietion ontside of the

oapel, ontside of the Christian spirit and Christian brotherhood.
The Btate and the law have nothing for souls.”

THE following circalar bas bezn bandad to us for publication :—
To prevent as far as possibla the confusion and delay resalting from
the practice of writing io the B. Coogregation of Propaganda in
English, the undersigned Becre ary deems it necessary to notafy that
according to establimbed tradition, all communicationa to this 8, Con-
gregation should be written ia Latin, French or Italian, Moreover
wvoch communications should be addressed not to the Secretary, but
to His Bmineoce the Cardinal Prefect, It would be well to give
extocsive publicity to this notice, if needs b2, through the eolumns of
the Catholic Press. Rome from the Propaganda, 1st February, 1892,
+1eNATIUS PXBBICO, Archbishop of Damietta, Becretary,

‘W bave said, in effect slaewhere, that, although it were proved,
a8 it has not been, that intellectual culture of itself could diminish
crime, little would be gained, while the vice it could not diminish
remained rampant. Au article in the Forum for January, from the
pen of Mr Warren F. Bpalding, Secretary of the Massachusatts Board
of Commissioners of Prisons, seems to bear ns ont. Mr Spading
writes to disprove ao essertion made that a milder system of prison
discipline in the Btate had led to an increase of crime. Iastead of
the increase being ag asgerted, he says, fifty per cent in fif y years it
has only been seven per cent, or at a rate twice as rapid as that of
the entire popalstion. Berious crime, be siates, has markedly
diminished. The increase shown in the aggregates, he says, is * solely
in offznces against order and decency, such a8 adultery, night-walk-
ing, distarbing the peace, drunkenness, being idle and disorderly.
violation of liguor laws, vagrancy and the like, the vices of the people
or the resul's of their vices” “ We are n.i becomang & nation of
criminals,” he says again, ‘‘ bat we are overw c¢lmol by a great tide
of drunkenness and kindred vices” And y .t saiun, " W2 bave
more than held our own &8 a Btate in the sl.ueyie againet crime
though we have failed to keep dowa the viges. 't spalding, more-
over, bears testimony, thouch inmidentally and unsutestionally, to the
value of religious influences, Alluding 10 the greater propoition of
crime a3 due to the foreirn born populaiion and their children, he
says, '* The;e bas been a steady improvement ia the character of our
foreign population, under the inflaence of vur 1n-titations,” We kuow
from other sources that amoog this pogsulation the Catholie Charch
has b.ea steadily increasiog her nfluences, and largely by mezans of
Catholic schools, What, agaia, ie true of tie Insh Cathohiz pupula-
tion in Great Britain, and in tarsz colonies secrme aldo to be true of
them in Massachuset 8. There, hkewise, they appear to be sccount-
able chicfiy for minor offences, often committed over and over again
by tha sama 1ndividual. ' A comparatively emall pumb:r,” siys Mr
Bpaldiog, “ give a bad name to our forcigo-born population.”  Mr
Bpalding's argunment, as we have said, is mn support of an 1mp oved
aod milder prison-disciphne, Can nothiang of tee kind be uddaced
in expla: ation of the falling off 10 ci1me quoted by Sir b 1o Btout
for New Zealand, as proof of the superisnty of the s:cular system §
Bir kobert, we know, although we have go far accilentally omitied
to acknowledge it, arguea negitively, but then we understand him to
mean positively, Massachusetts, tberefore, thougn less criminal,
seems rather more vicious, s New Zealand anything in common
with it ?
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A NEW relay of dopkeys are uplifiing their tuaelul voices in the
Evening Star. Oneof them who appropriately calls mmscl! » Public
Scbool,” the pedagoguish donkey beisg the most egregioas of aly,
thinks he baa fooud an ongioal argument 1o the fag cod of wne
threshed oot years ago. He cleverly likens the Catholic demind to
that of a private citizza, who should despise the police and clutm au
especial oight-watchmun {rom the city, Cowmon sens, says Geoige
Eliot, teaches men tu svoid extremes, But where there 18 no com-
mon sense—no sense of any kind—what is to be done 7 Wuy, hold
your topgus and let the fool go his own way. Our fool, howerver,
makes a siguificant alip, * Most of us who keep a consciencs,’ he
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says, “ have to pay for it some way or other,” That isit, Freedom
of conseience for the Ontholics, provided they pay for it-—-and pay for
it too in hard cash. Need wa say any more !

IN a correspondence which has taken place in the Otago Daily
Times between Sir HBobert Stout and Mr Joseph Braithwaite, relalive
to religion and crime, and to which we shall refer at greater length
in our next iseme, Bir Robert gives as An instance of the insufficiency
of Catbolicism to restrain erims, the reign of King Henry 111, when,
he says, tuere were * more murders, rapes, and robberies, in one shire
of England in one year than are pow in 10 years in all Hogland.”
Whether it was so or pot we do not stay now to inquire.
But let us set case by case. We go back to a much earlier time, and
instance Ireland, while she was still the Island of Baints and Scholars.
" Order and contentment and social bappiness followed in the train
of thia just rule,” writes (ardioal Moraa, referring to the reign of
King Brian, whose whole basis of action was his Catholie devotion,
“ and the annalists relate, not as a matter of poetic imagery, but as a
stern fact, that in those times of peace, a fair maiden decked out with
precious jewels, and bearing rich treasures in her hands, could
traverse lhe whole island, from shore to shore, without injury or
iosult being offered to her” {Oeccasional Papers p. 142). For the
diminnlion 1n ertme alinded to by 8ir Rubert Stout us characterising
toe Eoglavd of the period, Italian anthropologists would, no doabt,
at least in part, account by thoes judicial slaughters of the criminal
classes carried out by Heory VIIL and Queen Elizabeth, by which
the heirs of the pre-human raos were thinned in the country and the
crimin:l element in a great degree diminished. These judicial
slaughters a8 conducive to such aan end. moreover, have evoked the
applause of certain of the scientists in gnesticn, We do not think,
on the whole, Sir Robert Stout has much to gain from his argument
an to the reign of King Henry III, Even if it were grounded on
fact, it would not b: aliogetker conclusive.

@orrespondence.
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S8IR ROBERT STOUI’S STATISTICS.

TO THE EDITOR K Z, TABLET.
BIR,~—3ir Robert 8toat has wntten much lately about education and
crime, I enclcse two extracta, which you will kindly publish for his
consideraticn. The first is from a lecture receatly delivered in the
Princeton Protestant Theological Seminary; the gecond from this
moroiog's (Wedneaday's) Qtago Dady Times.

Professor Robert Kilis Thompsie, 8 I, D, University of Pennsyl-
vania, in ope of bhis lectures on the Divine order of society, and,
epeskimg of America, says :—' Secular education is & cramped,
maimed, palsiel edueation. , , , The sccularisation of instrue-
tion 1o the public schosly is to cut off the euldren of the nation
from eontuet wiih toe despear =prings of its moral aod intsllectual
liie, It is to 15sate all seunces from the fundamental seience which
gives them umty aad pereanial 1atercst—the knowledge of God. It
18 to rob history of 113 signficance as the Divine education of the
race and to re juce it pertduu-iy vear to Schopanhaner’s estimate, that
it bad no mors meantog than the wrangling sod atrife of the wild
beasts of the forest, It istu deprive ethical teaching of the ooly
basis which cwo make its precepts poiwerful fur the cootrol of con-
doet, Itisto depiive national order of the suprem< sanction which
'nves's 1t with the Jdigniry of D.vine aathority,”

Sir Robert Btout maint.ins that cruminalty hagdecreased in New
Z:aland sioce the secular 8ystem was luaugurated. Why, then, the
following local in the @tage Daily Timrs : — The Commissioner of
Police has address «d the foliowing memo. to r flicers in charge of dis-
tiicts 1 —' The attention of the Hog, the Dolence “nister has been
lately called to toe incread: of larrikiaiym tu the various towunsin tha
Uoluny, and the wneffizi-acy of thy police 1o desling with this
puizanes, 1o many townd groups of lids are permitted to collect
and loster about street errners, suitting on ladiea’ dresses, making uae
of disgusring and profane laaguage, and even insulting pad-ers-by,
whilst 0 hera smuse themselves by breasing lamps, unbanging gates,
and varions other objectionable prac iees. Tha commusstoner, there-
fore, directe offizers in charga of districts to taka sucn steps as they
may deenl neceddary to vigorously supress thea: objsetionable and
annoying habits, anwd he is assured they will recaive every assistance
from all 1espr cLable citizens 1n carrying ou this duty,'”

Ap advantage to the buyer of Messrs Simon Bro hers” boots and
shors s that, th+ fiim beiag disct 1mpoiters, no muddieman comaa
hetween them an i the pureoaser, The latgr is thas protected from
paying & commission,

Mr K. Ciempyn's berbal reme lies are growing in repute. Ageats
will be found 10 the country townd, or uricerd & ldressed to the com-
poaeder, Main satrect, Soath Dauedin, will oblaia immediate at-
ientlon,

Holy Week books at Mr Q'Connor's, Christchurch,
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