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in New Zealand if any denomination conld break off at its plessure
from the common school institution, carrying with it & Btate capita.
tion grant for secular teaching ; but it would have no effact what.
ever in disintegrating the common echoal system il such grants were
made to Roman Cstholict only ; for in all the localities where the
endowmants would be soaght fae thars is alzeady Az absolate
severauce between Catholica and Protestants as regards their schools.”
Our contemporary, in conclusion, baati us out in the views we bave
mope than once expressed rsto the trua fesling of the perple gener-
ally towards secularism. “ Onzthing, however,” ha says, * is tolerably
certain, If what the Bav Mr Marley has called ‘the divoree of our
(eduocation) syetem from the Bible® is guffered to continuw, this will
of itsell sooner or later prodocs the result of fatally damaging the
integrity of that aystem. There are unmigtakabie symptoms that the
public conscience is awake in the matter, and that the mind of the
community is uneasy yuder the falsa step that was takeo ia exclud-
ing the Bible from the schools, and under tha already manifest effecta
of that exclusion aud the prospect of their continuance and aggrava-
tion. Wao adhere to the belief that in this particular the action of
the Legialatore never represented the wishes of the people, and that
the evil bas been perpeiuated not hecause of any real acquiescence in
the wrong on the part of the very large majority, but because of
political exigencies that are very well underatoed, It the mind of
the electors could ba concentrated on the question at sny time of
political calm there is little donbt that the response would be largely
in favour of the de-reculatisntion of the public schbools, And when
80 much is said, it is not enid in excuse of thoss who, believing this to
be the question of questions as regards the safety and prosperity of
the State, yet fail to give it a corresponding place in their political
creed and allow the most trifling article of secelar policy to dislodge
aud overshadow it." This leader, as we have said, is plaioly an indi-
cation that when men who, as our contemporary and the great body
of our fellow-coloniat certainly are, are at heart lovers of joatice and
fair play, discard prejudice, cust off the influence of interested or of
nnecrupolous and dishonest people, and exercise their own iodepen-
deat judgment, they most necesaarily see the force and reasonableness
of the claims Bishop Moran has so long and so persisten‘ly, and, as
we believe it will be generally acknowledged in the end, so mantally
and faithfully, arged. The Bishop, indeed, has been no dog-in-the-
manger. He hasg troly desired to see impartinl justics done to every
one, and, what is more, he haa never lost faith in the disposition ot his
tellow-colonists to do such justice when once they perceive how
grievously they are involved In with-holding it. The leader pub.
lished by onr contemporary, the Sonthland Times, ia very significant
ae to the fact that the Bishop's confilence was well grcunded, and
that the time in question ie no longer far distant,
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(From our own Correspondent.)
Anckland, March 17, 1892,

1 BEGRET to bave to announce that the Rev Father O’Gura, one of
most popular priests of the Auckland diocese, ia to leave for England,
proceeding on Baturdey next by the Kaikoura, Thonzh Father
O’Gara at first proposed to go merely on & holidsy trip, it is now
probable that ha will remain in the old country. Father O'Gars,
who is amonget the most kindly and genial of men, is sn able Catho-
lic priest, which means, of course, that he is a fearless champion of
truth and liberty, while he is a talented seientist, and a member of
some of the chief ecientific societies of London, He is especially &
meteorologist. A man of culture, he is particularly fond of philo-
sophy and ite kindred stadies, For a considerable period he has been
diccesian inspector of the Catholic echools. Duriogthe past three
yesrs he has been in charge of the Lower Waikato pansk.

Ope of the wost flourishing organisations coonected with the
Church in Anckland is Bt Patrick’'s Total Abstinence Bociety, which,
under the guiding care of the worthy president, the Rev Father
Hackett, and some of the most prominent members, is advancing
surely and steadily. Dering the term of ite ¢ xistence it hae done a
great and glorious work. Joy and happiness have, under itinflueoce,
been brought into many a home which, before ita existence, was deso-
late and poverty-stricken through the foul demon of drink, It must
not be supposed that this society has been established solely for
drankards, Of course its primary object ia to rescue souls from so
great an evil, but it is & wociety also which deserves the earnest sup-
port and sympathy of everyone, and al! of those who are totsl
abatainers, who have never tasted drink, and [ am proud to say there
are many of them,should become members. The number of members
is increasing rapidly, and the meetings are of a most interesting
character. However, during the season of Lent the usual concerts
will not be held. At a meeling on Friday night, opportunity was
taken to show the esteem in which Mr Heffernan, who has dene a
great deal to advance the interssta of this most excellent organisa-
tiop, is beld, Patber Hackett, ou behalf of the society, presented him
with a very handecme silver-moonted pipe, at the same time thank-
ipg him for his zeal and epergy in the cause they all bave so much at
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heart, Mr Heffernan, in thanking the members for their gift, said he
would continne to work to the best of his ability for tha society,

The fosst of 5t Patrick was 10 have been celebrated in Auckland
to-day with usral enthusiasm, but 1 am sorry to say that as the
westber waa asaything but favourable, for there bad been s steady
downpour through the night, the demonstration bas had to be post-
poned till 8atarday. There is woy amount of patriotic sentiment in
Anckland, and it flsws over on the 17 h of March, when thoussnds
congregate in the Domasin, where the Auckland branch of the Hiber-
nian society and the school-children bave their asnaal picnios and
sporte. This day iscbserved with more anthusiasm in Anckiarnd than
anywhere else in New Zealand. The children march through chief
streats, and enjoy themeelvea in the domain, This evening, however,
a national concert, with & programme entirely of Irish musie, is to be
keld, and will, no doubt, attract s crowded andience.

Tuere was a very interesting ani touching prasectation at the
Bliod Inscitate, Parnell, when the patients gave Mr Abb)tt, through
whosa efforts the institute was established, an address expressing
their thanks and gratitade to him for what he had done on their
behalf. It was a sight that would never be forgotten by anyone who
saw it—ihe quiet, hopelass resignation of the patients, as they sat
there listening to the addresses, grave and solems, that beaatiful light
of the eyes which zives the expreasion to the face, shnt out from them,
A little girl—blind, was led forward, and gava Mr Abbott s bunch of
basutifal flowers, a token of thanks of the childrea of the Home,
Mr Abbott retaroed sincere thanks to the patients, and said that the
caues of the blind would always be nearest his heart.

Poor old Paul Tubaere, one of the finest of that fast-decaying
race, the Maoris—and a straightforward, honest man, died on Satur-
day from an attack of acute bronchitis. Thronghout bia life he had
been a staupch friend of Enropean Government in tbis Oolony., He
whas the head chief of the Ngatwhatua tribe, the original owners of
the !and cn whick Anckland is bnilt; and for some yeara he and a
remaant af his tribe have lived at Orakei, a native setilament in one
of the bays of the Whaitemats Harbour. It was thers ba died, aftar
having been removed from Auckland against the express instroctions
of the doctors. Paul's wits survives him, as well as one daoghter,
Mary Tuhaere, s very intelligeat gitl, who is receiviog an English
education,

The sensation of tha week has been the collapsa of the charge
preferred against the Hom J, B, Whyte, covjointly with A, P,
Rtheridge, of having defrauded the Grown of £103 33 7d, by enbstita-
ting land seript for cash. which had been paid to the Government
by & purchaser of land, When the information was laid against Mr
Whyte,there was great astonishment ; but the astonisbment increased
when it was annoancad on Monday morning that the case could not
procaed, owiog to the abience of a material witness, Archibaid
Grandigon, a well-known bailder, the parchaser of the land. It
appears that,Graodison was subposiead as a witness just as he waa
leaving Wellington by the Tainui for England, and that he refused to
abaodon his pessage. Loog epeeches were delivered by counsal, re-
gretting the absence of Grandison, Mr Cooper {(Whyte's solicitor)
urging that there phould be no suggestion that his client had in any
senso agpisted in the depariure of the witness from the Colony.
Etberidge, who was sentenced last week to four years' penal servitnde
on o'her charges, appeared in court, looking pallid, as it prison life
is already beginning to tell on him. He was R:ceiver of Crown
Lands Revenue and Chief Clerk in Lands Dapartmeot at Auckland
for some years, It bas now been snnounced that Mr Whyte intends
to agk for a Parliamentary committee to enquire into this case,

The Auck.and Catholic Literary Bociety have opaned this year's
segsion with a lectnre oy Dr Bakewell on ' Eoglish Puritanism,”
The lecture was a comprehaneive sketch of that syatem by one who
hud been brought up amongst its followers, and had afterwards be-
come a Catholic; and it was a critical and impartial statement of
the conditions under which Puritaniam existed, and the causes of its
decline and decadence. Befora closing the lecture, Dr Bakewell paid
a eplendid tribata to the Catholic Cburch.

The manofactare of ealt, an industry which ooght to grow into
great prominence, is, I am glad to say, abont to be egtablinhed here
in earnest, and should develop rapidly. The first definite move in
this direction has bszen taken by a company to be known aa the
Colonisl Balt Manufsactoring saod R-fining Company, They have
sent an application to the Rangitoto Domain Board for the lease of
five ncroa of gronnd on Rangitoto [eland, as they wish to establish
wotke there, It will be better to use Rangitoto in that way than to
employ the pnblic funds in making » pathway to the top of the
Island,

Some improvements and alterations are to be made in the Auck-
land Telephone Exchange, under the superiteadance of Dr Lemon,
When the work is complete, more lady telephone clerks will be em-
plO]Fd to meet the growing basiness of this branch of the public
service.

The new drill instractor, Bergeant BRichardson, who haa been sent
‘oot to the Colony by the Imperial Government to be attached to the
permanent militia, arrived in Auckland a few days agofrom tbe South,

He ia to make a short atay bere, and will return to Wellington early
vext week.
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