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in New Zealand if any denomination couldbreak off at ita pleasure
from the commonschool institution,carrying withita Statecapita-

.(iongrant for secular teaching;but it would have no effact what-
(ever ia disintegrating tha common schoDl system if such grants were
made toBoman Catholicsonly;for in all tbe localities where the
endowments would be sought for th«re is already an absolute
severancebetweenCatholics andProtestants as regards theirschools."
Ourcontemporary,inconclusion, baarius out ia the views we have
more than once expressed ps to the true feelingof thepeople gener-
ally towards secularism. "

Ona thin?,however,"he says," is tolerably
certain. Ifwhat theBsv MrMorley has called < the divorce of our
(education) system from theBible' is suffered tocontinue, this will
of itself sooner or later produce theresult of fatally damaging the
integrity of that system. There areunmistakable symptoms that the
public conscienceis awake in the matter,and that the mind of the
community is uneasyunder the false step that was takeninexclud-
ing theBible from the schools,andunder the already manifest effects
of that exclusion and the prospect of their continuance and aggrava-
tion. We adhere to thebelief that in this particular the actionof
the Legislature neverrepresented the wishes of the people,and that
theevil has beenperpetuatednot because of anyreal acquiescencein
tbe wrong on the part of the very large majority, but because of
political exigencies that are very well understood. If the mind of
the electors could be concentrated on tbe question at any time of
political calm thereis little doubt that the response would be largely
in favour of tbe de-eecularisrttionof the public schools. And when
somuch is said,itis not raid in excuse of those who, believing this to
be the question of questions as regards the safety andprosperity of
tbeState, yet fail to give it acorresponding place in their political
creed and allow the most trifling article of secular policy to dislodge
andovershadowit." This leader, aswe havesaid,is plainly an indi-
cation that whenmen who, as oarcontemporary and the great body
of our fellow-colonistcertainly are,areat heart lovers of justice and
fair play, discard prejudice, cut off the influenceof interested or of
unscrupulous and dishonestpeople,andexercise theirown indepen-
dent judgment, theymust necessarily seethe forceandreasonableness
of tbe claims Bishop Moranhas so long and so persistency, and,as
we believeit willbe generally acknowledgedin the end,so manfully
and faithfully, urged. Tbe Bishop, indeed,has been no dog-in-the-
manger. He has truly desired tosee impartial justice done toevery
one, and,whatis more,he has never lost faith in the dispositionof his
fellow-colonista to do such justice when once they perceive how
grievously they are involved in with-hoHing it. The leader pub-
lished by onr contemporary,the Southland limes, is very significant
as to the fact that tbe Bishop'sconfidence was wellgrounded, and
that the time in questionis no loDger far distant.

heart. MrHeffernan, in thanking tbe membersfor theirgift,said he
would continue to work to the best of his ability for tbe society.

The feast of St Patrick was to have beencelebrated in Auckland
to-day with usrai enthusiasm, but Iam sorry to say that as the
weather was anythingbat favourable, for there hadbeen a steady
downpour through tbenight, the demonstration has had to be post-
ponedtill Saturday. There is nay amount of patrioticsentiment in
Auckland, and it fl>ws over on the 17 h of March, when thousands
congregatein the Domain, where the Auckland branch of the Hiber-
nian society and the school-children have their annual picnics and
sports. This day is observed with moreenthusiasm inAuckland than
anywhereelse inNew Zealand. The children march throughchief
street?, andenjoy themselves in the domain. This evening,however,
anational concert, with aprogramme entirely of Irish music, is to be
held, and will,nodoubt, attracta crowded audience.

Toere was a very interesting ani touching presentation at the
Blind Institute,Parnell, when the patients gave Mr Abbott,through
whose efforts tbe institute was established, an address expressing
their thanks and gratitude to him for what he had done on their
behalf. Itwas a sight that wouldnever be forgotten by anyone who
saw it

—
the quiet, hopeless resignation of the patients, as they sat

therelistening to the addresses, graveand solemn, that beautiful light
of the eyes whichgives the expressionto tbe face,shut out from them.
A little girl— blind, wasled forward,and gavaMr Abbott a bunchof
beautiful flowers, a token of thanks of the children of the Home.
Mr Abbott returned sincere thanks to thepatients, andsaid that the
causeof the blind would always be nearesthis heart.

Poor old Paul Tuhaere, one of the finest of that fast-decaying
race, the Maoris— anda straightforward,honest man, died on Satur-
day from an attack of acutebronchitis. Throughout bis life he had
been astaunch friend of European Government in this Colony. He
was thehead chief of theNgatwhatua tribe, tbe original owners of
tbe landon which Auckland ia built ;and for some yearshe and a
remnant af his tribe have lived at Orakei, a native settlement in one
of the bays of tbe Waitemata Harbour. Itwas there he died, after
havingbeen removed from Auckland against theexpress instructions
of the doctors. Paul's wife survives him, as well as one daughter,
Mary Tuhaere, a very intelligent girl, who is receivingan English
education.

The sensation of the week ha9been the collapse of the charge
preferred against the Hon J. B. Whyte, conjointly with A. F.
Etheridge, of having defrauded theCrown of £103 3a7d,by substitu-
ting land script for cash, which bad been paid to the Government
by a purchaserof land. When the information was laid against Mr
Whyte, there wasgreat astonishment;butthe astonishmentincreased
whenit was announced on Monday morning that the case could not
proceed, owing to tbe absence of a material witness, Archibald
Grandison, a well-known builder, the purchaser of the land. It
appears that,Graadison was subposneadas a witness just ashe was
leaving Wellington by the Tainui for England, and that he refused to
abandon his passage. Long speecheswere delivered by counsel,re-
gretting theabsence of GrandieoD, Mr Cooper (Wbyte's solicitor)
urging that there should be no suggestion thathis client hadin any
sense assisted in the departure of the witness from the Colony.
Etberidge, who wassentenced last week to four years' penalservitude
onother charges,appeared in court,looking pallid, as if prison life
is already beginning to tell on him. He was Receiver of Crown
Lands Bevenueand Chief Clerk in Lands Department at Auckland
for some years. Ithas vowbeen announced that Mr Wbyte intends
toask for a Parliamentary committee toenquire into this case.

TbeAuckland Catholic Literary Bociety haveopened this year's
session with a lecture by Dr Bakewell on " English Puritanism."
The lecture was a comprehensive sketch of that system by one who
htdbeenbrought up amongst its £j1 lowers, and hadafterwards be-
come a Catholic; and it was acritical and impartial statement of
the conditions under which Puritanism existed,and tbe causes of its
decline anddecadence. Before closing the lecture,Dr Bakewellpaid
a splendid tribute to tbe Catholic Cburcb.

The manufacture of salt, an industry which ought to grow into
greatprominence, is, Iam glad to say,about to be established here
inearnest, and should develop rapidly. The first definite move in
this direction has been taken by a company to be known as the
Colonial Salt Manufacturing and Refining Company. They have
sent an application to tbe Bangitoto i)omain Board for the lease of
five acres of ground ou BangitotoIsland, as they wish to establish
works there. Itwillbe better touse Bangitoto in that way than to
employ tbe public funds in making a pathway to tbe top of tbe
Island.

Some improvements and alterations are to be made in the Auck-
land Telephone Exchange, under the superiteadanceof Dr Lemon.
When the work iscomplete, more lady telephone clerks will be em-
ployed to meet the growing business of this branch of the public
service.

The new drill instructor, Sergeant Richardson,whobaabeensent
bnt to the Colony by the Imperial Government tobe attached to the
permanentmilitia, arrivedinAuckland a few days agoifrom the South.
Heis to make ashort stay here,and will return to Wellington early
next week.

AUCKLAND.

(From our own Correspondent.)
Anckland, March 17,1892.

Ibegbet to have to announce that the Rev Father O'Oara, one of
most popularpriestsof the Auckland diocese, is to leave for England,
proceeding on Saturday next by the Kaikonra. Thoazh Father
O'Oara at first proposed to go merely on a holiday trip, it is now
probable that he will remain in the old country. Father O'Gara,
whois amonget the mostkindly andgenial of men, is an able Catho-
lic priest, which means, of course,that he is a fearless champion of
truth and liberty,while he ia a tilented scientist, and a member of
some of the ctief scientific societies of London. He is especially a
meteorologist. A man of culture, he is particularly fond of philo-
sophy and its kindred studies. For a considerable periodhe has been
diocesian inspector of the Catholic schools. During the past three
yetre hehis been inchargeof the Lower Waikato parish.

One of the most flourishing organisations connected with the
Church inAnckland is St Patrick's Total Abstinence Society, whicb,
under the guiding care of the worthy president, the Bey Father
Eackett, and some of the most prominent members, is advancing
surely and steadily. Daring the term of its existence it has done a
great and glorious work. Joy and happinesshave,under it influence,
beenbrought into many ahome which,before its existence,was deso-
late and poverty-stricken through the foul demon of drink. Itmust
not be supposed that this society has been established solely for
drunkards. Of course its primary object is torescue souln from so
great anevil, butit is a tociety also which deserves the earnest sup-
port and sympathy of everyone, and all of those who are total
abstainers,whohave never tasted drink,and Iam proudto say there
aremanyof them,shouldbecomemembers. Thenumber of members
is increasing rapidly, and the meetings are of a most interesting
character. However, during the season of Lent theusual conceits
will not be held. At a meeting on Fridaynight, opportunity was
taken to show the esteem in which Mr Hetieman, who has done a
great deal to advance the interests of thismost excellent organisa-
tion, is held,Patber Hackett,on behalf of the society, presentedhim
witha very handsome silver-mounttdpipe,at the same time thank-
inghim forhiisealand energyin the cause they allhavebo much at
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