
unbiassedattention should be given to the subject.
Our reliance has constantly been that the senseof right and fair play
was too strong among oar fellow-colonists to permit of their per-
manently persisting in a courseof oppressionand wrong-doing. We
have writtenstrongly on tbematter,and webavedoneso,not somuch
with the intention of reproaching our fellow-colonists with unfair
and tyrannous conduct, as of arousing their attention, and forcing
them,if wecould not persuadethem, to consider the question as it
really exUted. That our efforts have not been in vain many things
continue toassure us. Inparticular,we havenow before usa leader
published inour contemporary the Southland Times, of Tuesday, the
15th inst.,and in which the matter of theBible-in-scbools is con-
sidered, and tha Catholic claim is dealt with at some length, We
regret,however, that our contemporary has bein misled by a cbarge
which, ashe says, and as we perfectly well remember, was recently
made in his columns by a correspondent.

— "One of our correspon-
dents,"he says,"has boldly charged the Bishop with being tbe leal
obstructionist totheBible'sbeing introduced into our primary schools.
And he cannot indeedescape the charge of inconsistency inhis at
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8 restored, the better. Younggirls haveno business tobeout alone
illall boars of the night. The responsibility rests, in the first in-
stance, with the parents themselves,anda firm hand and akindly
control will do mnch to nip the dangerin the bud." Our contem-
porary goes on toexpose a very shocking stateof things. "As to
the youthof thetown,"he says,"' exposedas they areinmanycases to
an atmosphere of licentious conversation, it is small wonder that
their minds takeanevil bias. Fathers of families and men in re-
spectable positions, win, it is to be hoped, would hesitate before
committinga moreserious breach of morality, haveno hesitation in
retailing obscene jestsand stories within tbehearing of youngpeople
that thej would scorn to utter within tbe hearing of their own
families, and the laughter and applause with which each is greeted
induces the awful mistake tbat it is manlike to revelin obscenity,
and to'sow one's wild oats.' Wild oats willnevercrop anythingbut
wild oata. Many a lad has been ruined by adopting theplausible
doctrines of those miserablecynics who bold that tbe dirty by-path
is tbe shortestway toa maiden'sheart— doctrineswhich are toooften
endorsedina flood of licentiousliterature, dealing out prurienceun-
mitigatedby a Bingle ray of moral light." Our contemporary'scon-
clusion is asfollows :—":

— " If men will abstain from publicobscenity
—

if fathersandmothers willkeep amorewatchfuleye npontheir sons
and daughters,and exercisesomesupervisionof their reading, andif
youngpeople themselves will awake toa moreardent sense of their
responsibilities as a coming people and asheirs of a noble inheri-
tance, theunenviable notorietywhichour fair city has achievedmay
yetbecomeonlya memoryof thepast." Whatit is that is torestrain
themen frompublic obscenity, or to awakenthe young people to a
senseof theirresponsibilities,ourcontemporarydoesnot veryclearly
pointout. For oar own?part, weare,at least, convinceditis not a
system of educationfor which the menare responsible,and to which
the young people are subjected, a system which excludes from the
schools all mention of the God of the Christian people, and
all teachingof religion

—
tbe only basis of a soundmorality. But

thestate of things referredto is oneof whichno account is taken in
statistics, and which finds absolutely no place among those bare
figures cited recently with much paradeby Sir Robert Stout,as con-
clusive oftheexcellent effectsproduced in the colony by the system
towhich we refer. Concerning all this,moreover, Sir RobertStout
will carefully bold his tongne. His reputation, at least in the
respectreferredto,as amanof scienceand achampionof secularism,
depends,as ithas beengainedby him,onhis speaking ont delusively
anl with mnch clamour when the occasionoffers, and observing a
discreet silence at other times. Over andover again we have pub-
lished particulars directly contradictory ofstatements made by Sir
RobertStout insupport of secularism andnot one wordof whichhe
has ever ventured to answer. The humble Tablet perhaps is
beneaththenotice of a savantso profound,andamanso distinguished
as Sir Robert Stout. But,at least, the scientific publication which
wequotedin completecontradiction of him a week or twoago might
deservehis refutationifit were possible for him toundertake it* As
anofficer ofthe GrandOrient ofFrance,moreover,he mightbeexpected
toexplainhowthe criminality of thecountry iv question, where secu-
larismhas of late yearsbeen especially predominant has increased
within the half century by 133 per cent. This is a statement made
by theRevue desDeux Monde»—& periodicalby nomeansbeneath
thenotice of Sir Robert Stout. With all due obeisance, wemake
Isold topresent Sir Robert with a copy of this number of our paper—
mosthumbly begging him toenlighten us, if possible, by replying to
(the statements we have mentioned. We do not know whether it
wouldbe over-bold on ourpart also to suggest to Sir Robert Stout
tbat a word fromhim inexplanation of tbe moral condition of the
townof Oamarumight be appropriateas well. Itis not for us to
assert or deny the dignity of our contemporary tbe Oainaru Mail.

once deploringthe godlessneasof oarsystem andrefusingtheentrance
Into itof what would at once free it from that reproach."— Bat there
isnot a wordof truth in this correspondent'scharge. The Bishop
had nothing in the world to do with excluding the Bible from the
public schools. When the contentsof the HonMrBoweo'i Bill were
first published, the Bishop, on the contrary, called a meeting of
Catholics iv Dunedin,at which delegates from raost parts of the
Colony attended, and where his Lordship protestedopenly against
the proposed Act, and declared that neither be nor bis people
would accept the compromise offered. So rank, indeed, was the
language on the occasion that pome of our contemporaries
accused him of rebellions expressions. If the Legis a-
ture persisted in passing the Bill, with the expectation
that theBishop and his peoplewould fail in their pledge, the Bishop
conldnot help that. They Bimply showed that; they knew verylittle
of tbe man and verylittleof thenatureof Catholic principles. How
then is theBishop accountable for a stateof things against which he
protestedat the outset, and which be has neverceased to condemn ?
Our contemporaryevidently admits that it wasnot theBishop'spart
toadvocate the of theBible into tbe schools. "We do
not fail," he Bays,

"
to recognise thepeculiarity of the Bishop's posi-

tion. Quiteclearly he could not,in harmony with tbe policy of his
Church, sanction the attendance of Boman Catholic children at
schools where the ProtestantBibleshouldbe read;nor indeed at any
school in which the specific dogmas of Boman Catholicism were not
strenuously enforced. But whyhe should desire toexclude theBible,
to theinfinite loss of Protestant children and to the secularisation
which he so earnestlybewails of the public schools system,is a course
of conduct seemingly irreconcilable with his ownprinciples. Itis a
dog-in-the-manger policy of the most reprehensible kind." Bnt,
really, wesay again,the dog-in-the-manger policy exists only in the
imagination of our contemporary,or rather,perhaps, in thatof his
correspondent. The Bishop has restricted his protests and his claims
altogether to the matter so far as it affects Catholics. He hadno
more the desire than hehad the rightof interferingwith themembers
of other denominations. Nay, the Bishop would certainly prefer to
see tbe Protestant peopleof the colony bringing their children upin
theknowledgeand practiceof Christianity. Oar contemporary goes
on to state the case for the Catholics, not perhapsquite as weour-
selves should state it, bat still in a manner with which we
can find vary little fault. We quote his leader as follows:

—
" With regard to the Bishop's claim to a capitation grant for tbe
results of purely secular teaching, itis not easy to give a confident
deliverance. One thing to baobsarvei is that this ia a question
entirely distinct from the Protestant claim tohave theBible re-intro-
ducedinto tbe commonschools

—
of course always with a conscience

clause. Tbe granting of the latter would be nothing gained at tbe
expense of the Catholics;because thß common schools are equally
closed to the Catholics, with or without the Bible, If tbepresence
of tbe Bible were to exclude the young members of Bisbop Moran'a
nock from the State schools, then there might arise a valid plea
for the equal endowment of Catholic schools. For, while
we mußt reoognise the demand for a captation grant
for the latter in one sens*? as a denominational one, there ia
another sense in which it differs entirety from a demand that
might be made for aseparates?rant by any oftheProte9tant Churches,
The conscience of theBoman Catho'ic Church absolutely forbids its
children to listen to eventbe reading,pure andsimple,of the Protes-
tant Bible;but the introduction of that Book into the public schools
and the reading of itwithout noteor comment wouldoffand the con-
science of no Protestant, Tbe Anglican Bishop of Manchester, Dr
Moorhouse, is reported to have expressed himself strongly on this
point. 'The Roman Catholics,' be has said, 'are asking from us
nothing more than what tbe freest governments in (he world have
granted to them. InPrussia, inBaden,in our owncolony of Canada,
and whereverCatholics and Protestants are largely intermingled, the
Government has recognised that the peculiar opinions of Roman
Catholics havemadeseparateschools for themnecessary. The conces-
sion of such schools is inevitable. If not granted by oar sense of jus
tic«, it will sooner or later be wrung from ourpolitical necessities.
Nor canIlookupon the endeavour to starve the Boman Catholic into
acceptance of what his soul abhors as a measure of real expediency.
Can Iforget that Roman Catholics, with all their errors,love my
Redeemer, and that, having such love, they are nearer to my heart
than the most enlightened Secularist whoreviles |or disowns Him?

'
There is a great deal of enlightenment as well &i a fine vein of
Ohristian lovein these declarations, althoigh they fail to set forth
much that is involvedin the relativepositions of theRoman and Pro-
testant Churches. These opinions of Dr Moorbouae and the sharp
distinctions that he draws between the Roman Catholic and all or
nearly all other denominations Btaould not be lost sight of insettling
thiß great question of Stateaid to Catholic schools. It is not fair to
say that because onedenominationmight receive separateaid, every
other denominationwould haveau equalright todemand it. And
for the simple reason that in this case one denomination occupies
almost a unique position and possesses almost nnique claims; It
would unquestionably break down thenational systemof education
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We havealways believed that, to bring about the
concessionof justice to Catholicsin the matter of
education, all that was needful was that a due and
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