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n restored, the better. Young girls bave no bunsiness to be out alone
t 11 all hours of the night. The responsibility rests, in the firet in-
stance, with the parents themaselves, and a firm hand and a kindly
control will do much to nip the danger in the bud,” Our contem-
porary goes on to exposa A very ehocking stata of thinge, * As to
the yonth of the town,” he says, ' exposed as they arein many cases to
an atmosphere ol licentivus conversation, it is small wooder that
their minda take an evil bise, Fathers of families and men ia re-
spectable positions, wh-, it is to be hopad, wonld hesitate before
committing a more serious breach of morality, hava no hesitation in
retailing obscene jeats and stories within the hearing of youog people
that they would scorn to utter within the hearicg of their own
families, and the lsoghter and applanse with which each is greeted
induces the awful mistake tbat it is manlike to revel in obacenity,
and to ‘ sow one's wild oats,' Wild cate will never crop anything bhat
wild oats, Many a lad bhas been ruined by adopting the plansible
doctrines of theose miserable cynics who hold that the dirty by-path
is the shortest way to a maiden’s heart—dectrines which are too often
endorsed in a flood of licentions literature, dealing out prorisnce un-
mitigated by s siogle ray of moral light,” Our contemporary's cons
clusion is an follows :—'' If men will abstain from poblic obscenity—
if fathers and mothers will keep a more watchiul eye npon their sons
and daoghters, and exercise some supervision of their reading, and if
young people themselves will awake to a4 more ardent sense of their
responnibilitics as a comicg people and aa heirs of a noble inheri-
tance, the npenviable notoriety which our fair city has achieved may
¥et become only & memory of the past.” What it is that is to restrain
the men from public obscenity, or to awaken the young people to a
eense of thsir responsibilities, our contemporary does not very clearly
point ont. For our ownjpart, we mre, at least, convinced it ia not a
syatem of edncation for which the men are responsible, and to which
the young people are subjected, 8 system whick excludes from the
schools ell mention of the God of the Christian people, and
all teaching of religion—the only basis of & sound morality. But
the state of things referred to ia one of which no account is taken in
statistics, and which flads absolutely no place among those hare
figures cited recently with much parade by 8ir Robert 8tout, as con-
clusive of the axcellent effects produced in the colony by the system
to which we refer, Coaceraing all this, moreover, Bir Robert Stent
will carefnlly hold hie tongne. His reputation, at least in the
respect referred to, a2 a man of science and & champion of secolarism,
depends, as it bas baen gaiced by him, on his speaking ont delusively
anl with much clamoor when the oceasion offers, and obeerving a
discreet silence at other times. Over and over agaio we have pub.
lished particulars directly contradictory of atatements made by Sir
Robert Stout in support of secularism and ot one word of which be
bes ever ventured fo acewer. The humble TABLET perhaps is
beneath the notice of a savant so profound, and a man so distinguished
an Bir Robert Stout. But, at least, the scientiflc publication which
we gnoted in complete contradiction of bim a week or two ago might
deserve his refotation ifit were possible for bim to undertake it* As
an officer of the Grand Orient of France, moreever, he might be expected
to explain how the criminality of the country iu question, where secu-
Jarism has of late yoars been especinlly predominant has increased
within the balf centary by 133 per cent. This is a statement made
by the Rewue des Deva Mondeg—a pericdical by no means beneath
the notice ot Sir Robert Stout. With all due obeisance, we make
Dold to present Sir Bobert with a copy of this number of cur paper—
anost bumbly begging him to eolighten us, il possible, by replying to
ithe statements we have mentioned. We do not know whether it
would be over-bold on our part aleo to soggest to Sir Robart Stoat
that a word from him in explanation of the moral condition of the
town of Oamaru might be appropriate as well. Itis not for usto
assert or deny the dignity of our contemporary the Qumaru Muil.

WK have always believed that, to bring aboat the
concession of justice to Catholice in the matter of
education, all that was needful was that a due and
wnbiassed attection should be givea to the subject.
Out reliance hag constantly been that the sense of right and fair play
was too strong among our fellow-colonists to permit of their per-
manently persisting fa a course ot opprestion and wrong-deing, We
have writtenstrongly on the matter, and we havedoneso, not so much
with the intention of reproachbing our fellow-colonists with unfair
and tyrannousa conduct, as of arousing their attention, snd forcing
them, if we could not persuade them, to ocnaider the gquestion as it
really existed. That our efforts bave not been in vain many things
continue fo assure us. In particular, we have now before us a leader
published in our contemporaty the Svuthland Times, of Tuesday, the
15th iost, and 1o which the matter of the Bible-in-schoola is con-
gidered, and the Catholic claim is dealt with at some length, We
regret, however, that our contemporary has been misled by a charge
which, as he saye, and &s we perfectly well remember, was recently
made in his columna by a correspondent,—'* One of our correspon-
dents,” he eays, * has boldly charged the Bishop with being the real
obstructionist to the Bible's being introduced into our primary schools.
And he cannot indeed escape the charge of incooeistency in his at
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once deploring the godlessmess of onr system and refusing the entzance
into it of what would at once tree it from that reprosch.”—Bat there
fanot a word of trath in this cotrespondent's charge, The Bishop
had nothing in the world to do with excluding the Bible from the
public échools. When the contents of the Hon Mr Bowen’s Bill ware
first published, the Bishop, on the contrary, called a mesting of
Catholics la Dunedin, al which delegates from raost parts of the
Colony attended, and where his Lordship protested openly against
the proposed Act, and declared that neither be nor his people
would accept the compromise offered. So rank, indeed, waa the
language on the occasion that rome of car contemporaries
accused him of rebellious expressions, If the Legisa-
tare persisted in passing the Rill, with the expectation
that the Bishop and his people would fail in their pledge, the Biskop
could not help that, They simply showed that they knew very little
of the man end very little of the nature of Oatholic principles. How
then is the Bishop accoontable for a state of things against which he
proteated sl the outaet, and which be has naver ceased to condemn ?
Our contemporary evideatly admits that it was not the Bishop's part
to advocate the reintroduction of the Bible into the achools, * Wado
oot fail,'' e eays, “ to recognise the peculiarity of the Bishop's posi.
tion. Quite clearly he conld not, in harmony with the policy of bis
Chureh, eancticn the attendance of Boman Catholis children at
schaole where the Protestant Bible ahould ba read ; nor indeed at any
school in which the specific dogmas of Roman Catholicism were not
streouously enforced, But why he should desire to exelude the Bible,
to the infinite loas of Prolestant children and to the secularisation
which he 80 earnestly bewails of the pablic schools gystem, ia a course
of condact seemingly irreconcilable with his own principles, It isa
dog-iu-the-manger policy of the most reprehensible kind.” Bnt,
really, we say again, the dog-in-the-manger policy exists only in the
imaginalion of our contemporary, or rather, perbaps, in that of his
correspondent, The Bishop has restricted his proteate and his claims
altogether to the matter 8o far as it affects Catholics, Ha had no
mure the desire than he had the right of interfering with the members
ot other denominatione. Nay, the Bishop would certaialy prefer to
gee the Protestant people of the colony bringing their children ap in
the knowledge and practice of Ohristianity, Our contemporary goea
on to state the case for the Catholics, not perhaps quite as we our-
pelves should state it, but stil! in a manner with which we
can find very little fanlt, We gunote his leader as follows:—
* With regard to tbe Bishop's claim o a capitation grant for the
resulta of puraly secular teaching, it is not easy to give a confident
deliverance, One thing to ba obsarvel ia that this ia a question
entirely distinet from the Protestant claim to have the Bible re-intro-
dueed into the common schools—of course always with a conscience
¢lause, The granting of the latter wonld be nothing gained at the
expense of the Catholics ; bacauss the common schoold are equally
closed to the Catholics, with or without the Bible, If the presence
of the Bible were to exclude the young members of Bisbop Moran's
flock from the State achools, then there might arise & valid plea
for the equal endowment of Catholic schools. For, whbile
wa must recognise the demand for a cap'tation grant
for the latter in one semss as a denominational one, there ig
another senes in which it differs eatirery from a demand that
might be made for a separate grant by any ofthe Protestant Charches,
T'he conacience of the Roman Catho'ic Church absolutely forbids ite
children to listen to even ths reading, pure and simple, of the Protes-
tant Bible ; but the introduction of that Baok into the public schools
and the reading of it without note or comment would offand the con-
geience of no Protestant. The Anglican Bishop of Manchester, Dr
Moorhouss, is reported to have expressed himas:lf stroogly on this
poiot. *The Roman Catholics,” be has gaid, ‘are asking from une
nothing more than what the freest governments in the world have
granted to them. In Prossia, in Baden, in our owa colony of Canada,
and wherever Catbolics and Protestants are largely intermingled, the
Government has recognised that the peculiar opiniona of Romaa
Catholics have made separate schools for them necessary. The coooes-
sion of such schoold is inevitable. If oot granted by our ssase of jus
tice, it will sooner or later be wrung from our political pecessities.
Nor can I look upon the eodeavour to etarva the Roman Catholic into
seceptance of what his sonl ablors as a measure cf real expediency,
Oan I forget that Boman Catholice, with all their errovs, love my
Bedesmer, and that, baving mach love, they ara nearer to my heart
than the most enlightened Secularist who reviles jor disowns Him '
There ia a great deal of enlightenment as wall a1 a fine vein of
Ohristian love in these declarations, althoagh they fail to set forth
much that is involved in the relative positions of the Roman and Pro-
testant Ohurcbes, These opinivns of Dr Moorhouse and the sharp
distinctions that he draws between the Roman Catholic and sll or
pesrly ail other denominations should not be lost sight of in settliog
this great question of State nid to Catholic achools, It is not fair to
gay that because one denomination wight receive eeparate aid, every
other denomination would have an equal right to demand it. And
for the simple reason that in this case one demomination cecupies
almost & ooique position and possesses almost onique claime: I
would ubquestionably break down the national system of education
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