
An amusing anecdote, says the Nursing Record, is being told
concerning the touching conversion of some Burmese. A tealous
well-known lady missionary, in one of her tours, came to a villagewhere cholera wasraging. She hadanumber of bottles of a "notedpain killer

"
with her, which she apparently dispensedwith greatliberality to the atricken villagers,and, leaving a further supply forfurther use, went on her way. Some months afterwardsshe returned

to the samevillage,and was met by theheadman with the following
announcement :

— "Teacher, we have come over to your side;the
medicine did us so much good that wehave acceptedyour religion."The highly delightedmissionary followed the man to his house, andthere, in an inner room, she beheld a stately row of the pain killerbottles rangedsolemnly on ashelf, and before these,all present—saving,presumably themissionary— prostrated themselvesin worship.The story ends there, andis not spoiledby any account of the goodlady's efforts to disentangle the Bimple,but logical, ideasof causeand effect in her new converts' mind. We all of us, remarks theRecord, know how desperately attachedpatients in England are to
good strong rousing drugs, but ithas been left for theBurmese toworship the empty medicinebottles.

Thb mortality among the Tory papers is something fearful. TheBt. Stephens Review disappeared on Batnrday. Within a weekthreeprominent organs of the party havegone to their longhomes—the Anti-Jacobin, the New York Herald, and the St. Stephen*
Review. In addition to thesecasualties in the enemy's ranks therehavebeen oneor two desertions. Itis not long since the Whitehall
Review came over to Liberalism, and the Newspaper Review baa■incefollowedsuit.

That inspiring orator, Mr T.D. Sullivan,calling attentionat Mr
MUen'e first meetingatBawtenstall to the stalenessand insincerityof the threatsof violencefromUlster shouldHome Bale become anaccomplished fact, quoted a good deal of the language used byUlßtermen when the CatholicEmancipationBillwason the carpet."Acry of indignation," they said in effect in one of their terrible
periods crowded with six-footed words,» a cry of indignation willascend from earth to heaven, it will be echoed back from heaven toearth, and reverberate from end to end of Ulster." While theaudience were applauding and laughing at these mock heroics, a■lightsmile and brightening of the eye told those whowere eittine in
the frontof the hall that Mr Sullivanhad had a happy idea. And,when the applause subsided,he went on to say:"You observe,
ladies and gentlemen, thai after heaven andearth theplace which
remains is Ulster."

Inconnection with thenegotiationsnow for a long time pendingon the Ponsonby Estate for an amicable settlementof the dispute
between the tenants and Mr Smith-Barry,an amended offer for asettlement has just beenmade to the tenants by the representatives
of the Land Corporation,who are in the legal possession of the
property. The lastproposal which wasmade to the tenantsrequiredthe latter to payin cash down one anda-half year'srent as arrears,
bo far as the iadicial tenants wereconcerned, and thenon-judicial
tenants wererequiredtopay one and a quarter year'srent inhand.The proposal wasunfavourably received,and the amended offer nowgives thecampaigners three years to pay up the respective amountsrequired,and, to secure which, promissory notea will be acceptedfrom the latter assecurity. A formalmeeting will immediately beheld todiscuss the latest terms, andit is expected that the offer will
be favourablyreceived by the tenants.

The Bishop of Down «nd Connor, in a letter to the County
Antrim Convention, held recently at Ballymoney,and attended by
MrT.D. Snllivan,M.P., Mr Cox,M.P., Mr M'Cartan, M.P., andMrPinkerton,M.P., wrote:"The victory at Rossendale is a new and
encouraging augury of the near success of the cause which Irishmen
have so long and ardently desired to see realised. There is now
little doubt but the coming general election will put Mr Gladstone
in a position tosatisfy the aspirationsof the Irish nice. When that
election comes it will be the duty of the constituencies to select
honeßt representatives,who will neither betray the interests of the
country nor trample on the laws of morality." The National Press
contemplates the possible loss of Derry, West Belfast, North
Fermanagh, South Dublin, and Stephen's Green Division to theTories,and says the difficulty of re-capturing SouthTyrone, South
Derry,and NorthTyrone is enormously increased. The Irish party,
reconititnted in unity,itcalculates,will be at least 76 strong. The
Home Rule Bill of 1886 was beaten by 30 votes, and the eight
doubtfulseatsin Irelandcount sixteenupon a division.

The gallant fight waged by the tenants of tbe barony of
Shelburne, county Wexford, againßt their evicting landlords cost
poor "Jim" Ryan his life. The grave of tbe sturdy Campaigner
will not be left unmarked. Never in the crash of battle was a
patriot life more freely yielded for Ireland than was James Ryan's.
Intbe long fight in Shelburne he took a leading part. He was of
the party of defenders that grappled and overturned the first
battering-ram. He faced bared bayonets and stood before the
levelledriflesat Somer's Fort. His fate wassimilar to thatof John
Mandeville. Prieon treatment, as applied to a Campaigner,
wrecked bis constitution, and he was released only to die. The
lesson of his life is well remembered by his comrades, A little fund
has been raised to erect a memorial in Carraghchurchyard to the
memory of poor Ryan. Mr John Barry,M.P., has been invited to
nnveil the monument,acd has comented to attend. Itwasat first
proposed to hold the dimoastration in connec ioa with*" the
nnveiling during the present month, but on the suggestion of Mr
JohnDillon themeeting is oeing arraoged for Sunday, 24th April,
when several members of theIrish Party will be able to attend. A
convention of delegatesof the National Federationbranchesof the
district will be held in New Rosa for the purpose of making
preparationfor the demonstration.

A gratifying proof of the strength of Nationality in theNorth
was afforded lately by the splendid gathering of delegates at the
County Antrim Convention held at Ballymoney. There is nopart
of Ireland where Nationalists have had a harder battle to fight
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under more discouraging circumstancesthan in the north-eastcorner
of Ulster, the strongholdof Orange ascendency;but it is doubtfulif
there is any part of Ireland where oor countrymen haveshown a
strongerdevotionto theNational cause and a greaterwillingness to
help on the struggle, as far aa lies in their power. A welcome
feature of theproceedings was the largenumber of Protestants who
were present as Nationalist delegates, giving the lie by their
presence and their speeches to the tramped-up falsehoods of the
Coeroionis's that Home Rule would lead to the oppressionof the
Protestant minority. Mr T. D. Sullivan,in his able addresß, referred
to the glorious result in Rossendale,in the winning of whichbe had
so importanta share. Coming from the scene of that great election
contest, he was able to tear topieces the absurd pretences now pat
forward by the Coercionists that the electicn wa9 not fought on the
Home Rule questicn. We are glad to find that the County Antrim
Nationalists have put forward a demand for the amelioration of the
labourers' condition, whichcertainly affords a wide enough field for
reform.

A newmovement, which ought to be agreat moral andmaterial
benefit to the masses of the people,has just been started in Ireland.
It is called the "Apostleship of Cleanliness." It offers prizes to
children who keep the neatest homes, and proposestobegin the work
in convent, national, and primary schools, and,snbsequently, toex-
tend its operations more widely. Charity,philanthropy, and tern,
pcrance reform will suggestmacy waysand means of procuring an
abundance of prizes. Nocharity,it is pointed out,couldbe better
applied,be morepleasing to God,morecreditable toour country,or
more conducive tosanitary improvement. The committee will award
the prizes publicly in the schoolsor in some publichall. It is sug-
gested that every conventmight have a roomfitted up so asto serve
as amodel for a poor man's room, which also serves as a kitchen.
There aremany good ladies who will be only tooglad to aid in thiß
practical plan of makinghomeshappy,by sending, to the different
schools in their districts, usefulprizes to stimulate and enablelittle
girls to make their homes clean,comfortable, and attractive for their
parents and themselves. It willnot surprise those whoknew of the
strenuous effortsof theRev J.A. Cnllen.ofBelvidereCollege, inthe
cause of temperance,to learn thathe is theprimemoverin this work,
which must subverse in a very effectivemanner the larger aim of
promoting sobriety among the people. It is an old saying that"cleanliness is next to godliness," and the keepingof clean, well-
ordered and comfortablehomes would cut at the root of drinkevil
which, like an ill-weed, thrives apace where dirt andBqaalor drive
men from their cheerless firesides to the public-house.

JudgeGibson'sdecision in the Landed Estates Court gives Mr
Balfour's Purchase Act a deadly stab. HisLordship struck,not at
the mereworkingof thePurchase Department,butdealt,perhapsun-
intentionally, a reelingblow at the Act itself. He first decidedthat
the tenants on a County Downestate whichhadbeen sold toa specu-
lator weremere outsiders,and thus disintitledto interfere against the
wishes of mortgagees or mortgagors to upset whathe declared to be
a collusive and improper sale. The statutes which confer aspecial
status on tenants when property is sold in theLandedEstates Court,
Judge Gibson decided,had noapplication,and so far the judgment
hit only at the rights of the tenantry. But incidentally reasons were
given why the owner could not be expected to accept his tenants'
offer under thepurchasecode,which we fancy neither Mrßalfournor
the landlord party will eDJoy. They are that, first, a fifth of the
price would remain locked up in the LandCommission,andsecond,
that the price would be practically what that body fixed,and third,
butmost important of all, that the price wonld be paid,not insove-
reigns, but in Mr Balfour's new Three per Cent Stock, which is iekrv
par. A judicial announcement of this kind on the marketvalueof
astock in which no dealings have taken place, for therehave been
nosales under the new Act, and of which the entireL33,000,000 re-
main to be issued, knocksmillions off its value to the landlords of
Ireland, andmust prove an additional tophatnperon the working of
astatute which has fallen stiliborn upon the country.
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