Friday, March 25,1892,

“This is & flue house,” I said, sddreming the young girl.
“You would hardly bs willing to exchauge it for a cottage, would
‘,,nu i

“ Atter ona has llved a whils with rioh people,” she answered,
‘“one learca that it makes little difference whether the fioor is bare
or covered with s rich carpet, so fsr as happineas is concerned. The
principal thing fs to live a quiet life and to keep a glean conscieuce,”

Her worda affected me so strongly that T dropped my tools, and
& mirt cams over my oyes, She laughed and waid that I was not
very skilfal at my trads,

At lsst T mcceeded in opeaing the onsket, and my eyes were
daczled by the sight of a diamond necklace sparkling upon the blns
velvet lining. Oatherine advanced to the door, and called Mr
Meoninger, who oasme in immediately, but scaroely had be looked at
the diamonds, when he meized ma roughly by the arm, excimming :
“ There is & brooch missing—a brooch that contained the most
valuable stones in the set 1"

Notwithstanding my innccence, I shook like an aspen jeaf.
Ferbapa this was ooly a snare fo entrap me, They bad fonnd out
mmy secret, and I was to be arrested and probably pat into prison.
1 wae sbout to fall upon my knees and beg for mercy when
Oatherine's voice ronsed me to defend mysalf.

" What 1" she exclaimed. * How can you imagine such a thing
pomibla? I have not left the room sincs be came,”

“Be quiet I" aaid the councillor. * We will examine you, too,
Stay where you are.”

He then called his wife and told her that be had intended to
present her with the diamonds, which were his mother's, as & gift,
and that he bad just discoversd that the brooch was missing,
Tarning to me, he gaid :

“You can appeal to the law if yoo wisb. Otherwise I will
search yon myself, while my wife examines Oatherine,”

"'What I" exclaimed the astonished girl. * Do you saspect
me " .

The sight of ber distress made me o indignant that I
abandoned my determination to confess everything about my bank
book to the councillor, and submit guietly to the homiliation of an
examination. My mind was filled with aoger and a thirst for
reverge. It seemed to me {bat I had sunk to the Jevel of a slave,
and my own fault seemed venal in comparison with this cruel
outrsge, efpecially when I saw Catherine suffering through me from
the mame odious suspicions.

Of conrse the pearch was in vain. Nothing was found upon my
pereon vor upon Catherine’s. Ae ¥ left the room I said to ber :

‘“ Ba patient | I will try to repay you for what you bave bad to
endore on my account.”

I went into the streat almost biind with rage, The lampe were
lighted all over the city, which was gay with sighta and sonnda of
Christross* But in my own heart all was dark and coid, Juliue
seemed rather to enjoy the recital of my wWrongs,

“You see now, my friend, how poor wretches like ourselves arg
treated by the rich,"” be said exultingly. ' What do they care for onr
feelinga? After this I hope you will be less scrapulons about helping
Yoursalf to whatever comes in yonr way,”

Bome months later, while I waa at iy work in the shop ong day,
Oatherine entered with a padlock ia ber hacd, and requeated ma Lo
it & key toitand bring it to the covncillor's. When { went on
my errand Oatberine was washing off the tront stepa. Bhe stopped
to shake hands with me, saying :

“I bave good news for you. My master received a latter thig
morving from his sister, telliog him that she had kept the brooch ber-
self, but would sena it without delay, and that she regretted the dia.
appointment to him,”

“ Why did be pot let me know it at once?' I meked:

*It was his intentioo to do so,” answered Catberine “ bat he da-
sires me to say to you that yon are now completely cleared of the
charge,”

It was now the month of May, and I decided to go to the baild-
ing in which the bauk was established, and prezent my receiptss
Julius nrged me not to delay longer, and my scruples had vanished
by this time, When I entered the cffice My Menninger was examining
acconnts. My firet feeling of alarm at the thought of what I was
about to do subsided ap I looked at bim and remembered all he bad
made me saffer,

I waited a tew momenta before I presented my book, He ax-
afmined it carefally. No one was in 1he room but ourselves, and the
&ly sound to bv heard was the monoctonous ticking of the clock op
the mantel, My heart beat violently and a eold sweat covered my
brow, At laset he opened the cash box,

* You hava a considerabla sum,” he gaid,
silver or bank notes?’

* In bapk notes,” I replied,

He banded meover a roll of bills and a
over while be made up the balance in coia,
them. Then he Iaid several gold pieces npon
at mae sttentively, asked :

“Will you have it iy

gked me to connt them
Y could searcely hold
the desk, and looking
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“4Are you pot tbe young apprentice that came to my houss on
Christmas Eve?

“ Yen uair,” I nnswered,

e ' 1 am truly glad to ses you again,” he said, “ I often reproached
wyselt for not having sought you and meked your pardon for my in-
jastice, You must bave felt it acutely, I beg thab you will forgive
me, and if I can ever serve you in any way do not hesitate o let me
know. But what is the mattar? Are you il 1"

I can never describe what I suffered while he was speaking,
There I stood, grasping the roll of bills convulsively and staring at
the gold pieces befure me. I bad mever before tonched sc much
money, The temptation was strong to resist the voice of consciencs
and go away with my prize, Buot when I looked into the face of the
man who bad so nobly confessed his own error, and who bad made
me such & generous offer of assistance, I was completely vanquished.
I fell upon my knees, crying ot :

“No! Ism smiserable impostor ! Take back your mopay |

Then I confessad overything,

The councillor had a noble heart, Hesaw that my grief was
sincers, and assured me that my seoret was in safe keeping, Baot he
insisted wpon baving Julius arrested and said that he must leave
Munich at once. It is not necessary to add that I destroyed my re-
ceipt befors leaving the savings bank.

Mr Menninger proved a valuable friend. He lent me a som of
money sufficient to enable me to go into bossiness on my own acoonot,
and & few yenrs Iater I attained succees,

TRAVELLING ALONE,

-————

*1 FABL very nncomfortable sbout letting you travel alone,” said My
A-———, as be put bis spouse on the northward bound train at
O,
“Why, 1 have done i over and over agsin,” said his wifs,
languidly, Bhe was & tall, {air woman, whose pretty face bore
iraces of receot illness, and, a8 she spcke, she passad her delicats
band, Jaden with costly rings, over her forehead,

“It is too vexatious, too,” contined ber hnsband, noling
anxionsly the gesture, * that every seat in the drawing-rovm car is
taken, Don't you think I had better ask the conductor to look after

g ?”
¥ “ No, please don't, Jack,” answered his wile ; “he wonld only
worry me, 1 shall be comfortable enough, and, after all, it is only
siz honrs ride before I arrive at B——, where [ will meet the By,
Good-bye dear, and don’t fret ; I will wire you this evening,”

After ber husband left, Mrs A—— gave s careless lopk at her
fellow-passengers, In the seat across the saisle, sat s respectable-
looking, ruddy-faced woman whom the invalid regarded with satis-
faction, A man and woman, with a family of several children,
occupied the place near the door ; the rest of the car seemed empty,
but, s her eyes followed the line of meats, she felt s dissgreeable
start on finding ber gaze met by the bold, direct stars of a well.
dreased, sinister-looking man who occupied the third seat in the rear
By his side sat a burly-looking giant, who, althongh cleanly dressed R
was evidently of an inferior class, Disagreeably impressed, ahe knew
not why, she torned around, and, opening her book, endeavonred to
beguile the tediam of her jouiney.

After a couple of hours the express stopped at ~—, and here,
to her regret, she saw her kind-looking neighbour leave her seat,
The family party that ehe noticed also harried past with children
aod bundles, pushicg past the new peopla who were coming in, and
it was with a leeling of positive annoyance that she siw the two
men behind ber leave their place, and quistly take possession of the
seats the pleasant-isced woman bad left vacant,

Again the train sped oo, Mrs A—— feolt quite vexed with heps
self on account of the noeasy, nervous feeling that gradually atole
over her, and the half dread she felt of the dark, Mephistophelian.
looking man who had placed himself 8o near ber, Seversi times she
looked fowards bim, feeling instinctively that his syes ware fixed upon
ber, and each time she never failed to find the bold and glittering
orba staring into her face,

¢ How absurd I am,” ehe maid to herself, impatiently ; * what
barm could apyone do me in s car follof people ! ” and she resolutely
turned ter back and began to read,

But suddenly she gave a violent start and & balf scream se she
felt, rather than saw, the dreaded face bendicg over her shoulder,
while he said : “ We get ont at the next station, madam.”

Just at that moment the welcome sound of ' tickets !' wag
Feard trom the conductor, who wis making his roundas befors the
traio stopped.  The man, to ber great rolief, left her immediately,
bat, to ber surprise, walked up to the official, and, drawing him aside,
engaged him in earnest conversation, In spite of herself, she conld
not help turning eround to see what her persecutor was about,
although she devoutly hoped to ses him leave the train, thas making
it nnneccessary to take any notice of his behavionr. That they ware
talking about her was evident, for the conductor kept glansing



