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bpposed to the present system of education and the Anglicana
are opposed to it—in fact the population of the colony are apposed
toit, and it only exisls by divisions in the different bodies, No
doubt the opposition againet us is great and people are warned
against heiping us, The tone of the press is hostile, and anonywmous
writers attack ua. They ara afraid to gign their pames, Why are
they afraid? 1 tind that having fatled in argument they are resgorting
to the “ No Popery " cry, as their only means of injuring us, Lord
8alisbury is adoptiog the same tone in England, They fear the
public is failing them, Other religions are warned to oppose us and
reject the dictation of Bishop Moran ; but Bishop Moran is no leader
he wants jnstice. We bave to pay our taxes and have our own schools
to keep. We ask no favour ; wa want our own. FPeople oppoged to
us ara not ashamed to take our money and spend it in educating their
children. They have no shame and are determined to continue, 8o I
claim the right as s private citizen to criticise thie question in the
intereats of all, and I flnd fault with it, ag it will be the roin of the
Colony. We are told that if we destroy the present aystema we will
have no mystem. What folly] No other country is confized to oge
system. Every pation hss several gyetems. It has boen said that I
am opposed to education. Iam in favour of s propersystem of edu-
cation, for which I have made msny sacrifices znd have lsboured
bard. 1t you ask other people to pay for it they refuse, I rejoice
to hear you pledgo yourselves in this matter with yoar Dunedic friends,
and I bave great hopoes that anccess will erown your efforts,

(By the Bpecisl Beporter of the Southern Standard).

IT waa either my fortune or misfortune to be born a Protestant H
and my knowledge of Catholicaand their religion hasbeen obtained, not
from attendances at their Church services, but from social intarconrse
with individoa! laymen, and from the perusal of such books on the
eubject am a Protestant usually reads, [ make this avowsl, in order
to explain my ignoracee on the various acts of devotion engaged in
when Catholics meet within their churches for the public worship of
God.

It fell to my lot to attend at the Church of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, Gore, on Bunday morning, February 21 when, according to
announcement, the Bishop of Dunedin (the Right Rev, Dr. Moran)
celebrated the Bacrament of Confirmation. On nearing the boildiug
it was at once evident that the day was to be & red-letter ane for the
Catbolica in the district, Groups of peopla were thronging the
doors—all sorts and conditions of men, women, and chiidren, apd
{muoat I confess it) & sprinkling of people belonging to other denom-
inationn—True Blue Presbyterinns, and members of the Anglican
Church, and otoers, What struck me foreibly, almost as soon as I
was seated in the church (and I had come early), was the mixtere of
dignity and homeliness that was perceptibie. Each one who entered
made an obeisance towards the altar, and on reaching & seat knelt
down, devoutly crossed bimeelf or berself, and then engaged in silent
devotions, This waa in strong cobtrast to the free-and-easy manner
which some worshippers enter churches of my own order. It used to
be the practice, when I was & boy, for everyone who visited either
chureh or chapel to kneel forward and say a * prayer npon entering
church,” and afterwards another “ prayer before leaving church.”
Tte fashicn seema to be dying out among the young people in the
colonies. Now-a-days, young ladies enter Protestant churches, ar-
range their dresees carefully as they sit down. give an adjusting touch
to their hata or bounets, and then gaza round the building, to admire
or be admired. Young men throw themselves languidly 1ato their
seats, and do nothing at all. I have said there was a ceriain home-
liness apparent in the Catholic Church last Sunday., The priests
(especially Father Mangan) were most energetic, and uncoaventionaj
in getting the congregation to seat themselves in the smallest poss:-
ble epace. * Will that geod 1ady plesse shift up closer to the wall?»
was & priest's requeat at one seat, ¥ Move up, move up, if you pleass,
and allow as maoy aa possible to be seated,”was ths exhortation
given at frequent intervals at all the seats, Unless onr ears deceived
us, we heard one good Father make covert reference, on one eccasion,
to the supposed virtus of the use of a “blackthorn atick,” in enforc-
ing close packing of the seats, Thea there were repeated and anx-
ious enquiries for persous from Wyndbam, who had mot got their
Confirmation tickets, Meanwhile, the eonfessional was being fully
utilised, mainly by young people whe were about to be confirmed,
As these were 80 numerous, the choir chamber was alse used as a
confessional. And etill the crowd kept entering tha chuarch, and
where they sl got slowed away waes wonder. The young boyas were
weeded out of the seats, and made to stand round the altar of the
Blessed Virgio in the further corner of the church; forms were
brought in and laid along the aisle, and the later comers found stand-
ing room near the entrance of the chareh,

Confessions ceased, however, and a hush fell upon the packed
and heated coogregetion as Father Newport, attired in vestments
suitable to theoceasion, teok his placeat the altar, and progeeded, after
preliminary prayers in Eoglieh, wiith the uffice of the Mass, Oa this
part ot the service, I need not dwell, except to notice the profound
devotion of tha congregation, the sweet singing of a nnmber of young

The nattiest MILLINLERY and MANTLES can
be procured at
-

LONARGAN & COMPANY'S,

girle, who filled the choir chamber, snd the by no meanes uopleas-
ing intoning of the Priest,

There were a few communicants at the Mass, and after it wan
finished, and the ccilection taken up, the church was cleared of all
bat the persoos to be confirmed, Thoee were rasged—the malen
on the ove side of the church, the females on the other, The congre-
gation were agaiu admitted, aud the confirmation service proceeded,
the Bishop sitting in full canonicils, with mitre on head and pastoral
ataff in hend. Tke persons to ba confirmed numbered ahout 120.
They were mostly young, but a few were well stricken in years, one
old lady being rearly 90 years cf age, We may mention that wany
af these came from Wyudham, and Pukeran, and oeighbouring
districts,

The Bishop addiessed them ali as his children, e explained
concisely the obligation of man toaccept at once and unreservedly
all the truths revealed by Go!. Man must not accept part aod reject
part. The Church was the repository of God's truth, and was pre-
gerved from error by Him. What the Choreh tanght was therefore
the truth of God, witLont any admixture of error, The sacraments
were channels which convered God'- grace to the soul, Tre SBacra-
ment of Coufirmation made men full-grown Christiang, Its special
object was to make them strong, It had somethicg about it which
was very peculiar: it was not ouly an iostrument of grace, but
it sleo contained a Divine Person—they received in it the Holy
Ghoet ; in this it wag like the Holy Eocharist. The Bishop spoke
with great definiteness of ihe things required of those who cams for-
ward for Confirmation, and the disposition necessary to its worthy
reception, The confirmees then came forward two by two, and were
duly confirmed by the Bishop, the Bev Fathers Mavgan and Coffey
aasisting,

After the completion of the Confirmation, the persons confirmed
engaged in devolions, and the young smong them were then dis-
miseed,

The Bishop finally addressed the congregation on the subject of
Catholic E jucation. He impressed upon his hearers the necessity
of their bringing bp their children, where practicable, in Catholie
achools, and regretted that ful] use bad not hitherto bzen made of
those provided in Gore. He was pot going to soter fully into this
matter that day ; but it muost continus no longer, He wanted to
speak to them firet on the importancs of their children being edn-
cated in Roman Catholic schools, and secondly on the policy they
should follow in the future with reference to the election of members
of Parliament, He had spoken on this Jatter subject in several
places lately, and to the joy of his hesrt, those to whom he bad
spoken had entered into his views, and had piedged themselves to
carry them into effect, For 21 years he bad carried on an agitation
against godlees schools. He had not done this from choice, but from
doty. The Catholic Church taught, and had always taught, that
Catholie children should freguent Calholic echools, and these cnly,
To attend any others was dangerous to their morals; for if faith
wai lost, all was lost, Catholic parents who passed by Catholic
schools, and sent their children to any others, were guiity of great
dereliction of duty, The Church could repgard such parents in no
other light than as Pagans, who bad denied the faith, and were
woree than irfidels. Thers was no mistake about the Church's
teaching : the neglect to send their children to Cathe'ic schools
amcunted to apostacy on tke parent’s parts, Catbolice were bound
to do everything in their pow.r to provide schools for their owa
children. This they were trying to do, notwithstanding their poverty ;
they had done it, whenever it was possible ; and they had pot held
back frrm any self-denial. If he had failed to make exertions to
provide such schools, he would not bave been doing bis duty as a
Catholic bishop, and s soul would ba lost, The bhishop then de-
fended himself from the attacks that had been made on him 1a the
Press, because he had expresred his opinion that it w.s unjost and
tyranpical ou the prt of the State to tax Catholics for the support
of godless schools, while 1t drnied them any assistance towards the
maintenance of their own schools, Although there had no! been
much success from their 21 years' sgitation, they were about 10 make
piogress now. The best men in the colony were coming on to their
sde. He then referred to Parliamentary election matters, and
advised the Uatholics to give a block vote for those candidates who
pledged themselves to do justice to Catholica in tbe matter of
education. If no candidates in an electorate would ro pledge them-
e :lves, then let the Catholice atay at bome, and refrain from votiog.
He argued to show that Catholics had nothing to fear from the
threat of a block vote oo the other side, An imwense majority of
Presbyteriana desired Bible-reading in echools ; the Awnglican laity
desired religions education for their children in the schools, If it
was true, that by giviog assistance to denominational schools, the
Government schools would be deserted (a8 some of their rupporters
said), that showed the people wers nut in favour of them. The
E lucation Aot had originelly been passed in its present form by a
trick, and it only remained unamended, because of the divisions of
the Christian sects, [t wasnotliked. Themen who got it passed had
for their obj:ct to destroy the Oatholic Church and Christianly ;
they cared oo mare for the education of the people than they did for
s siraw. [t was dons by members of gndless freemason societies,
He had been iold ke was opposed to education! As a ma'ter of
fact, he bad made every sacrifice for education, and would Like a
school at evaiy door,

The Bishop clesed with an impassioned persration ; and the
Benediction haviug been prononaced, a myst impreasive service was
brought to a close.
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