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ner of good ; who sincerely wish for the victory of right and jnstice,
snd who take mean steps to cnrry favour with injustice and iniguity
on the dreaded and traly dreadful day of its anticipated trinmph. It
basg indifferent men, who curionaly watcb the tida rise, and do noth-
ing to prevent its devastation.

But there are, thank God, many men of heart and coarage and
faith, Let these men unite, let them organise as their opponents do,
let them form a serried compact army to fight for trath, justice, vir-
tue, and liberty ; then tbere will be means of crushing the hydra of
Bocialism, But where are these men to be found, and on what prin.
ciple are they formed!? We fearlessly assert that, if ever Socialism,

,is tobe permanently put down, aod Society seonred in its foundations,
men must return, at leastin practice, to the teachings of the Catholic
Chaoreh, the enlighiened and nndying foe of the Revolution,

‘We bave geen what Socialiam is in its idea, paseion, end action
We have next to look at its doct»ines. It rests on two fundamental
errors which are peculiar to it : the one regards the starting-point,
and the other the goal of social life,

Bocinlists start with a very grave error about the evil found in
life, That there is evil in humanity is a manifest fact. But huma-
zily being composad of men living in Bociety, where Yes the szat of
evil? Isit in max or is it in Society ?

Bome sophista of the last contury used to say, ' Man is born good,
but Society depraves him™ A disastrous ulterance, if ever thers
wag one, leading directly to this conclusion : revolt against Society
is legitimate, and social waris not only a right, but a doty, Far,itis
not only man's right, bat his duty to attack evil and extirpate it
wheraver he meets it in the road f his destiny. If therefore the evil
from which he suffers is not in him, but in Yociety, against SBociety
he must aim his blows. Dispensed by this convenient opinion from
struggling agaiost bimself, he turns all his energies outwardly, and
assails everything rather than himself, for the evil which he endures,
And this is true especially of a multitude, which is a collective being
irresponsible, and in some sort uncomscipus; it readily rushes at
whatever is presented as the cause of ite misery, Thus the proposis

tion appareatly 81 harmless and bland, ** Mam s born good, by
Society depraves him," conscerates rebelli on on principle, avd leadg
straight to social warfare,

Moreover, it also contaioa thisother maxim : % Al instincts are
legitimate, all passions are innocent,” Our age has seen more than
one man drew this coneiusion. According to them, man has not
some inclinations which he must res.st, and others which he must
follow ; it ismot a struggle, but a harmony, that we must establish {0
his inclinatione. The condition of his happiness in this lifa is the
simultanecus evelution of all hig paesions, Create a ayatem of asgo-
ciation which makes this law operate, and you have solved the social
problem, This doctrine is absurd, bat it containg in germ the des-
truction of Bociety, beeause it begets egotism, despotism, and anarchy,
Egotism or selfishnesa : for if the expansion of every passion id legi-
timate, moral, and holy, every repression of the passions is illepiti-
mate, immorzl, and unholy. Now, passion has but one aim—eunjoy-
ment, grat:fication, Therefore, farewell devotion ; farewell frater-
nity, Hene: comes despotism: for, paesion Cisplays itszlf with
blind energy, brutally suppresses any contrary force, and by its very
nature becomes oppressive, Hence, in fine, anarchy or absolute dis
order ; everybody referring everything to self, no authority is found
to direct ail wills towards a common end ; all wish to commani,
oone to obey-—you have a gocial chaos, If ever such unbridled pas-
sions bappened to invade the world, we should have a universal reign
of terror, the total ruin of Society. And for such a resnlt what is
needed? Only that the material force which keeps the passions in
cbeck should be wanting for a day, and that toe social mechanism
should fail,

To this furdamental and initial error of Bccialism the Catholig
Church opposes a truth which Socialism detests baeause it ia the bar-
rier against its progress, we mean Original 80 and the Redemption.
Man was created im goodness: his fall was the vietory ol evil,
Restored by Redemption good beneeforth combats evil aad over-
comes it, Buch is our philesopby. “ Deny thyself,” with the help
of God struggle against the evil which is in thee and mortify thy pas-
slons, HBuch ia the Christian law, and its voice echoes avery manly
and generous voice of our common race, To overcome one's self hae
always been regarded as the most hercic act of virtwe. Socialism
with its formnla and what it calls modern thought, contradicts this
affirmation of mankind. To attack evil in man, to reform men, in
order to reform Bociety, in a word to begin with ovrselves i that is
the grand secret of social peace. He who earnestly wages war with
his own paseions dreams not of disturbing others, This doctrioe also
produces true liberty, which is the facalty of moving in the range of
good unfettered by evil. IF car bad prssion & aTe repressed by moraj
force within us, there will be no need of material foree to repress
them outside of us, Fraternity, in like manner, grows by whatever
is retrenched in generous renunciation from selfishness. W ithout
abnegation fraternity is an idle word, What, indeed, is meant by
self-devotion, unless it be the eacrifice of our own interests and pas.
nions for the sake of others? These principles duly applied to the

savagest tribes have before now converted them into an admirable
peopls, and mads them patterns of civilisation and progress.

The other fondamental error of Hocialists is to make this earth
the end-all, the final happiness of man, The golden age, they say,
is not in the past, according the vulgar belief, but in the tuture. The
earthly paradise lies before us. The day will come when bumanity
will enjoy the emrth perfected by it toil ; that is the only bliss in
store for it, and any other neaven is a chimera., This docirine is essen-
tially false and leading to the most fatal consequences,

1t is false, because it contradicts the idea of omr destiny, the
aspiration towards our destiny, and the pursuit of our destiny.

Aznd, in troth, what is an indefinite destiny—that is, an undeter.
mined goal? What is a destiny inaccessible to almost all who are
made fo tend to it? What is a destiny which bestows neither vest
nor happinesa? Now such is the paradise promised by Socialists on
earth—a vague perspective, an ever-receding limit of indefinite pro-
gress, an indefinable horizon which it is an absurdity to attempt to
outline with precision. It is an unattainable goal—uo man has ever
reached it. * Ifwmanity will resch it,” they say. But what is
humanity,unlessitbemen 7 And it it is the destiny of humanity to ba
happy ot earth, how comes it that it finde woe and is so oruelly dis-
appointed in ita aspirations ?

The yearnmgs of man invineibly impel hire towards a happiness
lying beyond time and matter; all gensrations on this point afford
the same testimony, ¥Has humanity been decsived? And yet who
ought to know human destiny better than it? * Wait for the
future,” we are told. But on what grounds is it afirmed that the
past which we know will be contradicted by the future which we do
oot know ! If & emall number of men in the past have boastad of
limiting their hopes to this life only, such monsters have been the
object of universal contempt. Bub the greateat, noblest, most vir-
taons, and heroic gouls have always tended to heaven as the aim and
goal of their existence, * Tp thers in my country,” said Anazagorss,
and with him the sages of antiquity, All the martyrs and aainta of
Christianity have ever believed that heaven was their eternal rest,
Even now-a-adays, if we set, on one side, all those who place their
paradise on earth, and, on the other, all who place it in hearen,
where would virine, science, and number stand? Thus the upinion
of Bocialists in regard to our destiny is false. It {s alao frnitfal of
diesster. Instead of its loudly vannted progrees, it produces degra-
dation, And, indeed, what noble flight can that soul take which, like
the brute, confines ite deeires within the narrow circla of matter
and time, aud which is without God, heaven, and immortality ¢
In lien of felicity it has desolation ; its sufferings are aggravated
by the absence of resignation and the scothings of hope:
Tostead of the marvellous creations it was promised, it finds
only ruin and destruction, Instead of a heaven, it has a hel] upon
earth, For, if jresent enjoyment is the supreme end of our lite, ne
every being mugt tend towards it3 end, all men ere in daty bonod to
procure, with all possible prompitade, the most intense delights,
What cen be opposed to the imperious desires inflamed by such a
doctrine? The law of abstinenca? Wby abatain from what renders
bappy ! Virtae? But there 18 no virtue save for the purpose of
attaining our destiny, It our destiny ie earihly gratification, all the
obstacles to it must be forcibly removed. What rains will accumu-
late round a multitude armed with such a principle, and goaded on
by impetnous passiona 7 Behold the paradise of Bocialism : Debase-
ment, desolation, destruction, terrestrial hell |

We, on the contrary, ave in the Ohristion hope of heavenly Ylise
areason to bear patieotly the ills of the present life; we envy not
the goods and pleasares on which we do not stake our happiness ; our
faith solves the social problem in & simple, pacific, efficient, and con-
soling manner,

We bave yet a faw words to say about the origin of Socialism.
Its remote origin lies in tha abyes opened at the eradle of the
bumen race by the fall of Adam, in the hot-bed of our rebellious
passions, in what the Church calla the threefold concupiscence, The
Revolutionary principle finds s ready accomplice in the pride which
prompts man to repudiate aliauthority, and toclaim a foolish, absolute
independence. By capidity, by the glitter of gold and the prestige
of wealth, it succeeds in fasciuating peaceful populations, and even
sometimes gets possession of Christian multitudes. Bat it owes its
progress chiefly to ignoble lust. The profligate form ils most
numerous reeruits, Thus the ambition to rise, the passion to possess,
and the eraving to enjoy, together with a horror of suffering—sanch
are the remote sources which give rise to the Socialistic torrent.

How has it grown in ourday to such alarming dimensions? Ithas
been ewollen by ail the errors produced by the human mind for the
Inst three centuries ; recelving new tributaries along its courss,
it has at last overflowed i1te banks, threateniog widespread destruc.
tico,

Luther pretested against the authority of the Oburch and cried
* down with the Pope,” thus assailing the highest embodiment of
God’s authority on eartb. His was the Bevolution in Christian
Bociety, Voltaire protested against Jesus Ohrist Himself, against
the authority of God in Christianity ; aod, shortly after, phil



