
(From an occasional Correspondent.)
December 27th, 1891.

Our much-deferredand long-anticipatedconcert cameoff onWednes-
day last, in the Volunteer Hall, and was,to say the least of it, a
thorough success. Grave doubts had been entertained before the
entertainment as to whether the performers would be able to do fnll
justice to so phenomenally heavy a programme,but any such doubts
must have been dispelled by last Wednesday night's performance.
The piecesstaged were, "The Area Belle,"a farce;and" TheLady
of Lyons," in burlesque,and wemust indeedcompliment themanage-
ment upon selecting pieces so suited toa Catholic audience,both"The AreaBella

"
and "The Lady of Lyons

"
being almost entirely

free of any of thenonsensical and frothy sentiment,so predominant
inourmodern plays. "The AreaBelle

" wasstagedfirst, the charac-
ters being as follows :— Penelope (the area belle), Miss M. Dupre* ;
Pitchur (in thepolice), MrH.Mulvihill;Tosser (in the grenadiers),
Mr P. M'Uullough;Walker Chalks (milkman), Mr F. Malvihill;
Mrs Croaker (the missus), Mrs A. Yarrall. Miss M.Dupre made a
model servant girl, the scene in which she indignantly refuse! Walker
Chalk's offer of marriage beinganexcellentpieceof acting. Mr H.
Mulvihill and MrP. M'Cullough (Penelope's ardent lovers) created
much amusement by their numerous blunders, and the awkward
positionthey wereplacedin whenMrs Croaker arrived on the scene
literally brought down the house. Mrs Yarrall played the part of
the erratic and eccentric Mn Croaker to pelfeetion, while Mr F.
Mulvihill, as Walker Chalks, showedpromiseof great capacity for
low comedy. "The Lady of Lyons

"
was then staged,and passed

off with even greater eclat than its predecessor, The dramati*
pertona were asfollows :— M.Beauseant,Mr P.M'Cullough;Colonel
Damas, Mr Wickes ;Claude Melnotte, Mr D. Jones;Gaapar,Mr H
Mulvibill;Landlordof GoldenLion, Mr Matthews; the family por-
ter, Mr Moore;M.Deschapelles, Mr F.Mulvihill;Madams Descha-
pelles,Mrs Yarrall ;Pauline (the Lady of Lyons), Miss M.Dupre;
Janet, Miss S. Dupre;Widow Melnotte, MrF. J.Elmer. Miss M.
Dupreand MrP. M'Culiough were the most prominentof the leading
characters, andImust compliment the former very much indeed for
the manner in which she sustained her exceedingly heavy part. Mr
M'Collough made a decidedly cleverhit as Beauseant, and displayed
talents which a professionalmight well be proud of. Hehad anable
companionin his 2>2>r°tfyc<Mr D. Jones, who, asheonceor twice him*
self remarked, had the"air of a true poet." MrF. Elmer, whotook
upon himself the representationof the WidowMelnotta, showed him-
self to be quitean adept in the difficult iole of a famale character,
andhis " rolley polley

"
action song convulsed the entire andience.

All the other characters were equally well sustained,MrF.Mulvihill
and Mr E. A. Wickes being heartily applauded for the amusing
scene in which the latter questions the genuineness of ClaudeMel-
notte's title, and is severely rebuked by the burly shopkeeper in
consequence. Altogether the performance was the best amateurpro-
duction ever witnessed on the toast,the costumes and scenerybeing
uniquein their way; while itis sufficient guaranteefor the quality
of the music to say that it wasunder the supervisionof Miss N.
Hannan. Inconclusion,Iwould throw outas a suggestion, now the
performershave broken the ice, that the piece be repeatedeither in
Brnnnerton or Beefton, inaidof someCatholic object in this parish.
Our Catholic congregation have had a considerable drain on their
purses for the laat few years,and Iam sure would hail with delight
any little financial aid in the manner indicated.

The town, whichpresentedanunusually livelyappearanceduring
Christmas week, has now settled down to its wonted course, the
visitors from up-country and neighbouring districts having all
returned to their respective homes.

On Christmas night, mid-night Mass was celebrated at St Pat-
rick'" church, the Rev Father Carew officiating. The inside of the
church presented a very pretty appearance, the pillars being taste-
fully decorated with creeping plants,ferns, flowers, etc. The High
Altar lookedaperfect blazeof lights, flowtrs, andornaments,the moat
striking of the decorations being the richly-worked scroll, with the
words," Gloria inExcelßis

"thereon, which bungright in the centreo f
the altar, against a background of daik drapery, hada very pretty
effect. The Rev Father Carew delivered a very impressive sermon,
choosing for his text,Christ's redemption of mankind. As isusually
the case, the bu lding wascrowdedto thedoors.

areunfortunately poor. Tbechief reasonwhy theCatholicsin Auck-
landare not in the sameposition, financially andothervrue, as thoee

theothercolonies in Australia ia that there is, besides these cmi-
a second flock, whose welfareIhave very much atheart— the

originalMaoris of New Zealand
—

an intelligent and warlike race,
susceptibleof great improvement in the arts of civilisation. The
census of 1886 gave apopulation of 45,000, 35,000 of whom form a
largeproportionof the inhabitants of Auckland. Ihave, therefore,
tomakeproviaionfor twoseparateanddistinct people,totallydifferent
from each other,and both capable of being brought into the most
intimaterelations with the Church of God. Thehistory of this mis-
siongoeaback toabout fiftyyears,when Gregory XVI.selectedMons.
Pompallier,a priestof the city of Lyons, who tooknphis abodeina
province of WesternOceania. Unfortunately,by this timeother than
Catholicmiasionarieshadarrived, and when it came to theirknow-
ledge thataCatholic waaabout tocomeamongst them, they suggested
to the natives the advisability of causing him to disappear. The
latter, being little better than savages, were indeed at this time
absolute cannibals,were only too glad of the opportunity. Three
days after the arrival of the Catholicmissionary he wasstartledone
morning whilereading his Breviary by beholding himself surrounded
by about thiity of these cannibals. The chief addressedhim some-
whatin thismanner

—" Stranger,whohasinvitedthee toourshores? We are informed
that tbonarthere with the intentionof takingpossessionof these our
lands,and we thereforeregard thee as our enemy,and as such pur-
posedealing with thee."

The missionary, who was beginning to feel uncomfortable, and
whoseheart was rapidly failing him,conveyed, thoughthe medium
of an interpreter, that his intentions werenot hostile,but, on the
contrary, wereallied with those of peace and prosperity,and he had
come, not tomake war,but

"
to teach them tbe way toheaven and

theOospelof Jesus Christ.""Iamhere,"he said,"' simply to put youin possessionof a far
better land than that whichyounowpossess. Let timeprove whether
lam yourenemyornot. Meanwhile Ishall regardyouasmy friends."

These simple words had a marvellouseffect. Tbe chief again
rose tohis feet andsaid—"The strangerspeaks words of reason;he is light. It is better
forns to wait andsee whetherheis ourenemy ornot

—
wewillwait."

Thenext difficulty whichpresented itself was thepartiality with
which allthe chiefsbegan to regard him, for instead of wishing him
from amongst them, theynowbegan toclamour for him individually*
Ashehadonly twomissionaries, it was utterly impossible tocomply
with allth»ir requests. He was thereforecompelled to content him-
self and thechiefs by hopingthatat the earliestopportunity he would
causeother missionaries to come out fromEurope whowould teach
themthe doctrinesof the Christian religion. At the timeof whichI
amspeaking it took three years before themissionary could receive a
reply to any appeal to Europe, and about this time theBishop died.
The diocese was consequently left without apriest, and itis not to be
wondered at that they relapsed into heathenism. Previous to the
death of Mons.Pompallier, theBritish Government bad despatched
to New Zealand,through themedium of theBible Society, Protestant
missionaries,who caused theBible to be written in the language of
the Maoris. Itwasscatteredbroadcast among the natives,and for a
considerabletime remainedthe only printed book in tbeir language.
Having been taught the artsof reading and writing, they werenow
arrivedat a considerable state of civilisation, bo much so that they
wanted to shake off the British yoke and begin life anew. The con-
tact with the British settlers made a decidedly antagonistic impres-
sion upon the minds of the natives withregard to tbeir intercourse
withanynewCatholic missionaries, and when, eight ytarsafter the
deathof M.Pompallier,a successor wasappointed through the instru-
mentality of his Grace Archbishop Croke it was found that the diocese
wouldhave to beconverted,not frommerecannibalismand ignorance
of any dnty,but from absolute heathenism. The work of re-convert-
ing tbeMaoris continued under the direction of bisGrace Archbishop
Croke,and afterwardsunder that of bis Eminence CardinalCullen,
tillIwassent out,about ten years ago. Indue courseIarrived at
my new destination,and was not slow in realising thatIwas not
about to enter upona life similar to that of the parish priest of
HiTerstock Hill. It is a question of living amongst uncivilised
people, far away from congenial society, exposed to th« greatest
hardships in every department of social well-being. And on this
account itia indeedanapoitolic life,and itis not everypriestin the
Ch«rch of God that ia called to that apostolic life. 1set to work
among the missionary societies to ascertain whetherIcould get help
tore-eitablish the Maoties' mission. Tbe bulk of the answers were
unsatisfactory;but at last Ireceiveda letter from a society at Mill
Hill stating that a priest wouldbe duly sent out tome. To thisI
amid, Dea Gratias—thnakt be to God

—
and on the Christmas day of

1885 arrivedin Auckland one whodeemed ita noble work toendea-
vour,by hard workand perseverance, to gain over thepoor Maoriea
who wereagain beginning to follow tbe teachingof God's Gospel.
At present there are four missionaries devoted to the work ;but
daring last year it was my misfortune to lose five, andit is nowa
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question of haying to takeoutmore. Itis my with to takeoat four
priests and three nuns, but the expenae attached to thia wish, if
carried oat,necessitates anexpenditureof £50 for each. Tbo popu-
lition is also increasingrapidly,and we muatprovide for the accom-
modationof the boys and the girla in proper schools. Besides thia
there is the all-important question

—
the erection of fitand proper

places for divine worship. These necessities cannot be met without
a sufficient sum of ready money, anditia for this that Iappeal to
your generosity to-day.
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