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are unfortunately poor, The chief reason why the Oatholics in Anck-
land are not in the same position, financially and otherwise, as those
2 the other colonies 1n Australia is that there is, besides these emi-

nts, & second flock, whose welfare I have very much at beart—the
origital Maoris of New Zealand—an intelligent and warlike race,
susceptible of great improvement in the arte of civilisation, The
census of 1886 gave & population of 45,000, 35,000 of whom form a
lurge proportion of the inhabitants ot Auckland. I have, therefore,
to make provision for two ssparate and distinct people, totally different
from each other, and both capable of being brought inte the most
intimate teiations with the Church of God, The bistory of this mis-
sion goes back to about fifty years, when Gregory XVI, selected Mons.
Pompalliar, & prisst of the city of Lyons, whko took up his abode ina
province of Wenstern Oceania. Unfortunately, by this times other than
Oaiholic mimionaries had arrived, and when it came to their know-
ledge that a Catholic was about to come amongst them, they suggested
to the natives the advisability of cansing him to disappear. The
Iatter, being little better than eavages, were indeed at this time
absolute cannibala, were only too glad of the opportupity, Three
days after the arrival of the Catholic missionary he was startled one
morning while reading his Breviary by beholding bimself purrounded
by about thirty of these cannibals, The chief addressed him some-
what in this manner —

“ Steanger, who has invited thee to our shores! We are informed
that thon art bere with the intention of taking possession of theee our
Innds, and we therefore regard thee af our enemy, and as such pur-
posa dealing with thee.”

The missionary, who was beginning to feel uncomfortable, and
whose heart was rapidly failing bim, conveyed, though the medium
of an interpreter, that his intentions were not hostile, but, on the
oontrary, were allied with thoss of peace and prosperity, and he had
come, not to make war, but * to teach them the way to heaven and
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

“# ] am here,” ho naid, “ eimply to put you in poesession of a far
better 1and than that which you now possess. Let time prove whether
I am yourenemy or not. Meanwhile Ishall regard youzas my friends."”

Thess simple words had a marvellous effect. The chlef again
rose to hia feet and said-—

“ The stranger speake words of reason ; be is right, It is better
for us to wait and see whather he is our enemy or not—we will wait.”

The next difficnlty which presented itscif was the partiality with
which all the chiefs began to regard him, for instead of wishing him
from amongst them, they now began to clamouor for him individually-
As he had only two missionaries, it was utterly impoasible to comply
with all their requests, He was therefore compelled to content him-
self and the chiefs by boping that at the earliest opportunity he wonld
canee other missionaries to come out from Europs who wonld teach
them the doctrines of the Christian religion, At the tima of which I
am speaking it took three years before the missionary could receive a
reply to mny appesl to Europe, and about this time the Bishop died,
The diocese was consequently left without a priest, and it is not to be
woundered at that they relapsed into heathenism, Previona to the
death of Mons, Pompallier, the British Government bad despatched
to New Zealand, throngh the medium of the Bible Bociety, Protestant
missionaries, who cansed the Bible to be written in the language of
the Maoris, It waa scatiered broadcsast among the natives, and for a
considerable time remained the only printed book in their language.
Having beon taught the aris of reading and writing, they were now
arrived a4 a considerable state of civilieation, so much so that they
wanted to shake off the British yoke and begin life anew. The con-
tact with the British gettlers made s decidedly antagonistic impres-
sion upon the minds of the natives with regard to their intercourse
with any new Catholic missionaries, and when, eight yeara after the
death of M, Fompallier, a anccensor was appointed through the instro-
mentality of bis Grace Archbishop Croke it was found that the diocese
wonld bave to beconverted, not from mere cannibalism apd ignorance
of any duty, bot from absolute heathenism, The work of re-convert-
ing tbe Maorin continued under the direction of his Grace Archbishop
COroke, and sfterwards under that of bis Eminence Cardinal Cullen,
till I was sent ount, about ten years ago, [n due course I arrived at
my new destination, and was not slow in realising that I was not
wbout to enter upon a life similar to that of the pariah priest of
Haverstock Hill. It is s question of living amongst uncivilised
people, far awey from congenial society, exposed to the greatest
bardships in every department of sccial well-being. And on this
account it is indeed an apostolic lite, and it is not every priest in the
Church of God tbat im called to ibat apostolic life, 1 mat to work
among the missionary societies to sacertain whether I conld get help
to re-establish the Maories’ mission. The bulk of the answers were
uosatisfactory ; but at last I received a letter from a scciety at Mill
Hill stating that a prieat woald be daly sent out to me, To this I
said, Dep Gratice—thanks be to God—and on the Curistmas day of
1885 arrived in Auckland one who deemed it & noble work o endea-
vour, by hard work aod perseverance, to gain over the poor Macries
who were again beginaing to feollow the teaching of God's Gospel.
At prosent there are four miesionaries devoted to the work ; but
doriog last year it was wy misfortune to lose five, and it is now a

question of having to take out more. It is my wish to take out four
prissts and three nune, but the expenss attached to this wish, il
carried out, necessitates an expenditure ot £50 for each. The popu-
lstion is also incressing rapidiy, and we must provide for the accom-
modation of the boys and the girlsin proper schoals, Besldee this
there is the all-important question—the erection of fit and proper
places for divine worship. These necessities cannot be met withont
a rufficient sam of ready money, and it is for this that I appeal to
your generosity to-day.

GREYMOUTH.
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(From an occasional Correspondent,)

December 27th, 1891,

Oug much-deferred and long-anticipated concert came off on Wednes-
day last, in the Volunteer Hall, and waa, to say the least of it, a
thorough success. Grave doubts had been entertained befora the
entertainment as to whetber the performers would be able to do full
justice to s0o phenomenally heavy a programme, but any such doubta
most have been diepetled by last Wednesday night's performance.
The pieces staged were, * The Area Belle,” a farce ; and " The Lady
of Lyons,” in burlesque, and we must indeed compliment the manage-
ment upon selecting piecea so suited toa Catholic andiencs, both
“ The Area Bells " and * The Lady of Lyons”™ being almost entirely
frea of any of the nonsensical azd frothy sentiment, so pradominant
in our modern playa, * The Area Belle ' wan staged first, the charace
ters being as follows :—Penelops (the area belle), Miss M. Dupré ;
Pitehur (ia the police), Mr H, Mulvibill ; Tosser (in the greuadiers),
Mr P. M‘Ugllongh: Walker Chalks (milkman), Mr F. Muolvihill;
Mrs Crosker (the missus), Mra A, Yarrail, Miss M. Dapré made a
mwodel servant girl, the scene in which she indignantly refuses Walker
Ohalk’s offer of marriage beinz an excellent piace of acting. Mr H.
Mulvibill and Mr P, M'Callough (Penelope's ardent lovers) created
much amusement by their nomerous blunders, and the awkward
position they were placed in when Mrs Croaker arrived on the scena
literally brought down the house. Mra Yarrall played the part of
the erratic and eccentric Mra Croaker to peirfection, while Mr F.
Mulvikill, as Walker Chalks, showed promise of great capacity for
low comedy. *The Lady of Lyons " was then staged, aud passed
off with even greater cclg# than its predecessor, The dramatis
personm were ag follows : —M, Beauseant, Mr P. M‘Cullough ; Colonel
Damas, Mr Wickes; Clande Melnotte, Mr D, Jones ; Gaspar, Mr H
Mulvibill ; Landlord of Golden Liop, Mr Matthews; the family por-
ter, Mr Moore ; M. Deschapelles, Mr F, Mulvihill ; Madam3 Descha-
pelles, Mrs Yarrall ; Pauline (the Lady of Lycns), Misa M. Dupré ;
Jaoet, Miss 8. Dupré ; Widow Melnotte, Mr F. J. Elmer, Miss M.
Dupré and Mr P, M‘Culiough were the moat promineut of the leadiog
characters, and I must compliment the former very much indeed for
the manner in which she sustained her exceedingly heavy part. Mr
M‘Collongh made a decidedly clever hit a8 Beauseant, and displayed
talents which a professional might well be proud of. He had an able
comparion in his protdge, Mr D. Jones, who, a8 he once or twics him.
salf remarked, had the " air of a true poet.” Mr F, Elmer, who took
npon himselt the representation of the Widow Melnotte, showed him-
self to be guite an adept in the difficult role of a female character,
and his * rolley polley ™ action song convulsed the entire andiencs.
All the other charactera were equally well sustained, Mr F, Mulvihill
and Mr E. A. Wickes beiog heartily applauded for the amusiog
scene in which the latter questions the genuineness of Clande Mel-
notte's title, and is severely rebuked by the burly shopkesper in
consequence, Altogether the performance was the best amateur pro-
duction ever witnessed on the toast, the costumes and scenery being
unigue in their way ; while it is sufficient gnarantee for the quallty
of the music to say that it was vnder the supervision of Miss N.
Hanoan. In conclusion, I would throw out as a suggestion, now the
performers have broken the ice, that the piece be repeated either in
Bronnerton or Beefton, in aid of some Cathohe ebject in this parigh.
Qur Catholic congregation have had a considerable drain on their
purees for the last few years, and I am sure would hail with delight
auy littie financial aid in the manner indicated,

The town, which presented ao unusually lively appearance during
Christmas week, has now settled down to its wonted cocrse, the
visitors from up-country and neighbouring districts having all
returned to their respective homes,

On Christmas night, mid-night Mass was celebrated at 8t Pat-
rick’s church, the Rev Father Carew officiating, The ioside of the
church presented a very pretty appearance, the pillars being taste-
fully decorated with creeping plants, forns, flowers, etc, The High
Altar looked a perfect blaze of Lights, lowers, and ornaments, the most
striking of the decoraticna being the richly-worked scroll, with tha
words, " Gloris in Exceleis ” thereon, which buag right in the contre o f
the altar, against a background of dark drapery, had a very pretty
effect, The Bev Father Carew dclivered s very impressive sermon,
choosing for his text, Christ’s redemption of mankind. As is usually
the case, tha bu lding waa crowded to the docrs.



