
amesLtnch, C.C.

Pbotestant.

(To theEditor of theLake WakatipMail.)
SIR,— Inthe correspondencelatelypublishedin theLike County Press
relative to the " Holy Coat of Treves," between the Uev. Father
Lynch and the Editor, Imay state that the relics of all notabilities
(inreligion) werepreserved;infact, oftentimes, whetherreligionists
or otherwise, to wit, the clothes of notorious criminals by the execu-
tioners, whose privilege it was to keep the garments of such as a
perquisite. Now, onr Lord Jesns Christ, on his execution, had
amongsthis garments a coat

"
without seam

";this is an historical
fact, and it was prized as something out of the usual way by the
Boman soldiers (probably the executioner being a Boman) who cast
lots for the vesture, this coat being amongst the prizes. Why
shonldthey not have made all themoney they could (the same as a
commonhangman wonld in our time) out of the sale of the holy
garment, and the purchasers of it having, from their love to tbeBedeemer,keptit in ththands of the early Christians— as theyseem
tohave done?

Whether there is any efficacy in the virtue of the garment isa
mootpoint,butIthink with Father Lynch that there is very litt/e
doubtabout the genuineness of the coat. Iwrite this as one who
takes a thorough disinterestednessin its virtue andas to its healiag
properties;but wouldlike toaek the conductor of the Press whether
he believes inhistory, and also that he had agrandfather— that is
althoughhe never saw him.— lam, etc.,

IS THERE SNOW ON THE MOON?

(Wellington Press, November4.)
The students of St Patrick's College held their sixth annnal
athletic sports on the Hutt racecourse yesterday. The
w?athor in town was very bad when theBpecial train conveyingthe
boys and their friends left, and was so in fact all day,but curiously
there wasnot much rain at the Hutt. Monday had, however, been
very wet there, and the ground was co soft that anything like fast
running was quite out of the question. By the kindness of the
Wellington Racirg Club the grand stand androoms were placed at
tbe difposal of the College,and in thebuilding the masters and boys
bad lunch.

The judges were
—

Bey JohnMcKenua andMessrs P. 8. Garvey,
W. Gasquoine, R. Holcroft, and S. Kohn. Starters

—
Messrs H.

McCardell and M Hodgins. Handicappers
—

Bey J, Holley, S.M.,
and Messrs H. McCardell and J. S. Byan. Management Committee
—Bey J. Holley, S.M., and Messrs H McCardell, 8. J. Ryan, M.
Hodgins, M. Harming, P. Fay,and W. H. Jones.

The proceedings wereunder thekindly ayeof theT*ry Bey Dr
Watters, S.M., D.D,, principal of the College, and his staff,all of
whom showed great interest in the different events. The Archbishop
was to havebeen present,but is absent in Australia. The VeryBey
Father Macnamara, V.G., and the Very Bey Father Devoy were
present. The boys returned to town shortly before7p.m., having
spent a verypleasantday.

The results of the various events are as follows:— Preparatory
School Face 190yds—C. Harper,lOydß, 1;H.Poll,9yds,2;F.Beid,
lyd, 3. Twenty-six started. No time taken. St.Patrick'sCollege'
GrandHandicap (first heat), 100yds— BSmith,4yds, 1; J Prender-
gast,syde, 2; A McKay,6yds, 3. Time,112sth sec. High Jump—
J Haggerty, sft 2in, 1;J Prendergast, 4ft lOin, 2; W Organ, 4ft3in,3. 120yds Handicap,under 15 years— P. Garvey, 18yd#, 1; 0
Harper. 18yds, 2; X, Jeffries, lyd, 3. No time taken. 150yds
Championship— J McNeiU,1;J Prendergast, 2;JYoung, 3, Time
17 3 sth sec. St Patrick's CollegeGrandHandicap(seconddistance),
220yds— J McNeiU, 4yds, 1;B Smith, 6yds, 2;A McKay, lOydi,3!
220yds, under15 years— M Scanlon, 2yds,1;JHaselden, 15yds,2 ;
P Keane, 15yds, 3. Long Jump— P Fay, 19ft 9in,1;J Lpfferty,
18ft 4in, 2; J Prendergast, 18ft lin, 3. 250yds (open)— A McKay,
11yds,1; W Organ, 15yds, 2; J Cullen, 18yde, 3. Time, 30sec
High Jump, under 15years— J Taylor,4ft 6in, 1;8 Hickson, 4ft 4in,'
2;JBrazil, 4ft 2in,3. St Patrick's College Grand Handicap(third
distance), 440 yds— A. McKay, 15yds, 1; W. Fallon, 30yds, 2;B.
Smith,8 yds, 3. Time, 60sec. Half-mileHandicap— P. Fay, acr,1;
T. Bourke, 50yds, 2;H.Kummer, 60yds, 3. Time, 2min 26sec. Old
Boys' Race, 120yds —P. Cooney, scr, 1;J. Bourke, 6yds, 2. Time,
14 2-ssec. Band Race, 120yds— W. Miller,syds,1; J. McNeill,lyd,
2; J. Henley, 4yds. 3. Mile Handicap— F. McDonald, 200yds,1;
H.Kummer, 150 yda, 2;T.Bourke,120yds, 3. Messrs W. Beid and
C.Ludwig were the timekeepers.

A HEROIC PRIEST.

A SPECIAL from SanJosa says that Professor Holdenof the famous
Lick Observatory has procured through the big telescope better
photographs of themoon than have been taken anywhere else, and
the work of photographing goes on every hour when the moonis
visible. Bystudying thesephotographs witha magnifying glass and
comparingthem any changes takingplaoe on the surface of themoon
may be discovered. The astronomerson Mount Hamilton have dis-
coveredsome things that nobody elsa ever saw, but they have not
determined whether these are new features or things that are too
small to have been seen through less powerful telescopes.

For example,upon the topof one of themountains of the moon
the photographshows a luminous white spot that looks like snow.
If that is snowand if it was not there before, the presence of an
atmosphereisindicated. Ithas beenbelieved that the moonhas no
atmosphereand therefore is uninhabitable,but if itshouldbe demon-
strated that snow falls upon the surface of the eatellita the accepted
theory would be upset,and astronomers would begin to study the
moon withnew and greater interests. If the moon were inhabited it
is very likely the works of man wouldhave been seen therebefore
now.

The growing and harvesting of crops wouldproduce changes of
appearance easily distinguishable by the aid of such a glass as the
Lick telescope. Objects upon the moon are detected by their
Bhadows, andaprojectionor eminence fifty feet high casts a shadow
largeenoughto be seen through the Lick telescope. If Professor
Holden,studying his series of photographs should discover some day
anew shadow where nonehad been cast before when the moon was
in the same position,under the same light he would know that there
had been achangeupon the surface, either partof the crust upheaved
by Borne internal movement or a building put up by living creatures.The shape of the Bhadow might tell thenature of tbeprojection.

Professor Holdendoesnot expect to findany tracesof man's work
on themoon,but he may ascertain if any changes fcave taken place
there within thirty years.

The smallest church in the world is at St Lawrence, near Vent-nor,Isle of Wight. Ithas a seating capacity for twelve people.
Bey Dr Kane, the Orange parson, has denounced Mr Forwood,Secretary to the Admiralty, for having made the statement thathe,Dr Kane, wasoneof the warmest supporters of Mr Balfour's pioposallastsession toaiddenominationalcolleges inIrelandby moneygrants.The Dr apparently thinks that Mr BalfourisaJesuitindisguise TheOrangemenaresorely troubled on the point.

On Sunday evening, July 26, a sad accident happenedat theFriar's
Goose Chemical Works, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Kagland, by which sic
men were instantly killedami a seventhso entombed as to linger only
for fifteen hours. McOuakia, the manentombed, wascaught by the
legs between twolargestones, eaca a ton weight,besides several tong
of debris, forminga vaultover him. He waaup to the waist inacid
whichin itself would kill one not aceustomad to it ina few hourg
McCuskin, who was a Catholic, was attended on Sunday night by
Father Rafferty, wbo, when he had besotne prostrated, wasrelieved
by Rev F.Fitzgerald, of Gateshead. Duringtheearly hours of Mon-
day, when hope wasallbut abaadoned,and the effortsof the workmen
were futile toeffect a release of McCuskin, Father Fitzgerald at the
imminent risk of his life, stepped through the ruins and Btoodcl^ao
to the dying man, while the workmenstood a little way off. The
good priest,in calm tones and with a quiet demeanour beoominghit
sacred office, administered Extreme Unctio-. The scene was mostimpressive. The place was only illuminated by the flickering light
of the torches and the pale rays of the moon. Every new and then
the view wasobscured by the dense volumes of whitfcpmoke which
completely enveloped the priest as he stood near thi?nan who was
dyingunder such dreadful circumstances. The solemn scene so im-
pressedthe spectators thatthey ceased work,andreverentlyuncovered
their heads ;ro sound washeard save thesolemn tonesof thepriest's
voice. Poor McCuskin seemed intensely pleased that the priest had
shown so bravea spirit,andappearedreconciled to his dreadfulfate.As the priest finished his sacred duty and stepped from theruina a
feeling of relief wasexperiencedby the spectators, who dreadtd everymoment that a further catastrophe might occur by the falling of
another condenser. As thepriest passed out eachmaninvoluntarily
lifted his cap, or made a salute withhis hand, as n mark of respect tohim whohad,amid great danger,given theonly consolation thatconldpossibly be afforded to this poorunfortunate comrade, who soonafter*wardepassed away,afterexclaiming" I'm done."

—
Exchange.
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ST. PATRICK'S COLLEGE SPORTS.and Official Documents relative to the Miraculous Cures wrought
during the exhibition of the Holy Coat in 1844." In this work aie
Bet down the details ut eighteen cures of diseases, nowise connected
with the nervousBystem,hysteria or paralyd*,or curable by mental
excitement or like influences, but of diseases really and visibly
organic, whosoBudden removal can only be accounted for by super-
natural interposition. But,of course,Iexpect to be told"this is the
nineteenthcentury !" Ploughs, harrows and wheelbarrowshave been
much improved during tho past "

dozen years"—men's religious
beliefs shtuld be improved in the same way I Your comparison,
from the point of view of innate progressiveneßa between farmers'"' methods

"
and similar "branches of industry

"
and the truths of a

Revealed Religion like Christianity, batrays dullness of understand-
ing, cloddish,bucolic,and abysmal ignorance of the first elements of
philosophy and theology. J
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