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people ; her sufferings, persecution, and mis-government—the oceasion
mizht wetl evoke powers of oratory to which he could bhave no pre-
tension. Thomas Francis Meagher an:itbetically summarised it thns:
—Raina, blossoms, sterility, vegetation, storms, silence, vitality, deso-
late repose—such toe bistory of lreland—euch the character of the
people by whom that instory has been written. But speskiog more
in relation to the paltiical cwndition of the conn'ry, Mr Tole sard any
histc r an who dese.ibed (nowever violently) the ¥ conguest, ¢ ofisca-
tion, persecution, faming, and oppression * would faithfully register
tbe.nation’s apnale. He referred to the Coerci n Acta—one for every
year nearly since the uniou, and t) the present potition of Ireland o
relation to ber claima for self-governmes!, snl the s ate of her
tenantry. He detailed the annusl cost of controliing the population
ofrIreland under the present coercive sya'em (the half of which would
be paved under Home Bule) viz, the army, £2 250,000; military police,
£1,500,000 ; the * Castle,”’ £70,000; Judges and staff, £250,000
atipendiary wagistrates aod Crown solicitors, 240,000 ; soldiers,
polioa and prisin offizials, £150,000 ; Crown Pro secutors’and Crown
solicitors, £80,000 ; spies and informers (1nformers’ home,;, £30,000,
aod public buildings for usy of the * Castle,” in all awmounting
to #£4845000 annually, which proved the absolute fallurre
10 any trae csense of government, and also proved that any
government would be a failure when it was maintained by powder,
bayonets, and crowbars, aud not supported by the will, sentiments-
and aepirations of the Irieh people T was the moral foree whichs
constitute ] the essential obj ct of the Association. They had me yet,
oo particulars of the consti ution andobjects, rules, ete,, of the parent
orgamsatien, bat its aims were manifest. They were to promots the
bappy eolution of the Irish question by the attainment of self-govers-
ment, and to that, end, to awaken a national sentiment, which was
alwuays a powerful addition to principle. He (Mr Tole) did not for
oone moment suppose that this ageocistion was intended for parposes of
conviviality or posseseisg spy features of mere enlertainment.
There were of course, ¢lemenis of pleasantiry in every society, how-
ever stern and soliJd the a:ms and objects, but thege should be remotely
incident, and not by any means prom:nent elements—dcatroying the
character and raison d'étre of the moverment, Proceceling, Mr Tile
gaid that there were nob e hearts, bright ntellects, and prwerful
toogues in England, lreland, S¢o lind and Wales, struzeling to fur-
ther tte caue of Irelani's 1ogenera ion, T s new organisation
looks &eross the Svuthern Ocean to lreland’s e31les W give snport ‘o
the canse, Scotland was also now roustog by people wbivad toa
gense of their national nights, and was 1ovoking the moral #nd pecu-
niary #1d of 820 smen 1o the ¢oleusesa to rerdey assie'a ce in tocir
struggle f.r ee f-governme 1, He (Mr lol:) bhad v coved a cireu
lar frow the Scottish Home Ru'e Assuciation, avd (b's 13 the Vigiro.s
lacguaze 1 wiich thoy appeal 1w the Sestabrvad — To many
Enghst men Sco.laid badro separste ex 3 ence bt a3 * dhat part of
Eoglard whieo hes vorts nf the Tweed! K glao. s Bitan, Al
is Koghs, ltisthe Englsh army—the English navy—tbe English
Government—the Enzhisy p ople. lasilio s atiemp's are maide at
every bye-2licion Lo tulst tosu=him v upra se.ttsh crastituzocies
as their representatives  Tle attempt has provel suceessfu in too
macy insetances, and, as miZut bave veer expoc el 8¢ ttish griav-
ances, finaucial, social, aud poliied, are tawmddy submitied to by the
repres ntatives of S:uland, why if they wore troe Seotsmen weun'd
gtand "cg ther like men for tiir country, Our 323 ush natwpabity
isin dang 1 f bepg exiir guiebest, and ap ancient kangdon merged
into the northern counties «f Englanl,”
this na 1onal spnit is to be fustered, T areus2 cur people to a
gens: of thewr daonger, aod § roa a National Party indep:odont of
politiesl bias, and stroog coogh to gocure oar fiecdom, me must
adupt & cernpreben-ive pin L of cducation, We must e cu'ute hitera-
ture, hoid pubniic mestirge, fever leciures, . . " As owing
the progress that the quesaon of Home Bule for Scutlacd bus attarned
in the i use of Commosns, 1t 1s 1otrregin? to nute aa the cucalm
mentions, ** We bave o regular ica ler 1o the Howse of Com nuns aud
a growinyg party. At tbe ls) disici0a 10 the House on thas subj e,
un the 208 of M.rch 1880, 14} members vo ed for, a8 apgaiget 279
wh) voted against flome HKul: for Scathimd.” Mr T.e sad ne
could not refrain fiom reading to them the elcquent appeal which
concluced 1Lis circular, 1t was o stirring acd truly patriouc.
« Seotemen, do jou love your country! we koow you do! Are the
pume and feme of 1bis nuwrsery of brave mea Lo be estingoished 7
Culouiste, we bave sevt you strong men with strong bramns, and they
l ave made their maik whetever they have gone—eciv you d» withont
them, will the world pe 1icker or peorer by the ¢xtiveton of Scottish
natienality I Brave pecple pever survive therr bonour, acd scotland
tran-formed 10to the nosthern ¢ounties of Enpl nd wou'd be a sorry
sxght}. Yt tnere are statesmen who date towork for such an 1gnoble
end, aud who would cluse our history, blot out cur 1ns 1tutl ns, and
jeave us lo the scorn and coutempt of the woerl . Oh | for the spun
of the brave heroes of old who eaid, * While ttere are a hundrid
Bcotemen ahive we wili acver sabmit to Bogland,” ' He (Mr Tule)
Al there was a time when loe volces of Inshmen scattered over the
world had no force, owing to the weaperable barrier of distavce, and
he cousequint iguoiance of passing poiitical events ut Heme,

T nth-y pone out huw

1eferred to the closer bond of wnion between Irish heartsa in the
colonies ani tke mother conntry, arisicg from the rapid progrees
of eivilisation, the spread of literature and easy iutercommunicﬂtion’
whereby colonisia have readily responded to Ireland's necessities,
pod prenounced & pancgyiie wpen Aunstralia and New Zealand.
where, with a salubrioos and productive climate and free institu-
tiops, the democratic principle of equality bad struck deep, and bad
raiged a happy and prospercus people. Irish statesmen bad recog-
pised this, and beoce the vicite of Dillov and others to these colonies'
who, by their clear ard moderare speeches had impressed the peopla
of the colonies with the jus'ice of their case, and while by tbeir calm
and tfemperate statemente bresking dowo the barriers ¢f prejodice
and ignorance, bad taken away the convistion tbat Irisbmen in the
colonies had democcstrated their qualifications and fitaess for self-
government, thus fuifillieg Grattan’s words of faith in the popular
cause :—* [ would trust any people with the custody of ite own
libertiee. I would trust no people with the custody of liberties
other than its own,” And thia and kindred aesociations con.
duct:d on ackn>wledged conslitntiunal principles, emphasised the
irrefut.ble argument that Irishmen the world over possessed the ip-
berent gualfications to legislate for themselves and to administer
their own affairs. It was the re-organisation of Ireland’s political
mnstitntions, that was the main goal of her national aspirations,
Land bills, compensation bills, land purchase bills, ete-, were all very
guod, but they were simply remote, radiatory forces connected
with the great end, Home Rule, Mr Tole said he had spoken of the
moral force in the colonics, acd asked them to reflect what was the
extent of this force, what was this power! He wonld first guote
from Mulball's ¥ Fifty years of Natural progress,” from which it
wan melancholy to notice that the reign of oar present Quzen as
regards Ireland * has been the most disastrong since that of Elizabeth,*
the statistics showirg that since 1837, mo less than 1,225,000 died

of famioe, and 3 668,000 persons were evicted. Mulhall gosa on
to say that ' no gountry either in Hurops or elsewnere has suoffered
such wholesale extermination.” Now, a3 tothe power of Irishmen

abroad generally, that was showa by thair number and wealth, Tha
number and we.l'h of Inshme:r out of [reland showed that there

were ag many millions of Irishmen out of asia {reland, aod posscssing
prarly seven bundred milhons sterling of wea'th, Austra.asia and

New Zrealand alope possessing 753000 Irishmen with a waalth of

£1400.0,000, As Malhall sud, “¢xisting Irish gettiements abroad
and the extimated wealth 1o their possessto s ehow that the balk of the
cmigrants were pood citizens of thrifty and iodustrione habite.” All
thig sl owed that we, 1o the colonivs, were a source of moral and
material rupport to the cause of the land from which a colomial lrish
writer bas bcen exiled, Jr lole went on to say that they were on
tee eve of a political erisia at Home, & geoeral election, that coercion
would goon be dead, Fven up tili recently as Parnell haa said ¢ no
Governm:at, whether 1t b2 Tory or Liberal when it gets into ofies
will have the same fceling towards Ire'and, and there is no mse in
driwing a dig inclion b.twee: any of them. They will all ¢serce you

if they can, and they will all pass m:asures of ooercion when they

must.”  But under the aituied cirenmstances, and with the desira to
ubtain cffice on ooe ;1 1e, and ma otaia 1t on the other, 4 more attrac-

uve Irigh poliey would te propo:nded by the respective great
English  parties, aad the Cun ervalivea would probably
vie with the L berale in «foring an advanced and ace-ptabls

Home Luls mesasare. The esseins]l significance of colonial
support was thit we were subj cts <f the ewmpire, Irishmen
ia America were reg.rded in a ocifferent light, They were

upen to tbe mahizious stizras of being entber rebela or at least exiles
in s faeizn lani,  But guca counid not be said of Irishmen who wera
Brinish ¢cu oni=ts, In this sense we were akin to the Haglish, Beotoh,
and Weleh supporters of the Inish question, who were the stroog hope
nf the cause, & hope whose realisation was assured, as it was the
closing pecge 1n the life of Gladstons. Mr T+le concluded by wish-
g succ:ss to the new orua 1sat-on, which in union with the othet
colonial orgamisations would demonstirate to whatever Government
would be in power that Her Maj sty’s snbjects though 16,000 miles
away view lhe Ineh questios from ao 1mpsrtia] standpoiat, and by
heir firm and intelligent support and sympathy make them realise
the fact 1nat they can no lunger withhold the just claime of Ireland
when expressed by the universal voice of her race,

Mr Napier thea read from “ Satjects of the Day " an able article
by Gladstone entitled ** An Appeal to tbe Tory Housebolder,"

Tte S:cretary, Mr Miclazl Sheeban, apnounced that tem new
members bad b en enrolled in tha Association that evening,

Mr W. J. Bpught gave m.tice to move at the next meeting
certaln resolutions expressiog resret at the death of Mr Parnell, and
also relating ‘o the present ponition of the Irish party,

Cardins! Lavigerie,whoisstaying for hishealth in the Pyrenean dis-
trietof Cambo,bis birthplace,1=prepaning 4 long memoracdam addressed
1o the Chambers ou the Ant-8.avery question, 1n which he etrenuocsly
orges the Chamber to reconsiler 1t3 position oa the nght of
examining ships’ papers in the Indian Ocesan, and to ratify the At
of Brussels.



