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CATHOLIC SOIREE AT PALMERSTON NORTH.
—_——— .
(Manamwatw Times, O tober 20,)

ENTERTAINMENTS in connection with 8t Patrick’a Church at Palmer.
gton have wnvariably been a success—due no doubt to the energy of
the pastor, the Rev Father Patterson and ready and wiiling assistance
given by the members cf the congregation—but last night’s soiree
and eccial must be described as cot only the most successful and ex-
joyable ever held by the Roman Catholics of the distriot, bat that has
yet taken place in Pa'merstun. Even the most sanguine could never
have anticipated such a large gathering, and tha wonder was where
all the people came from. Peop'e were not there by tens but by
hundreds, aod the Theatre Royal waa taxed to its utmost capaeity,
not for seating accommodation but to give slanding room to those
who were present, Certainly the number present at last night’s soires
snd sccial has never been approached at a similar gathering of the
kind in Palmerston, Members of all denomina ions were there, and
enjoyment and festivity prevaded every corner of the hall, That the
Bev Father Patterson and his helpers were elated at the resalt counld
ooly have been expected, and they may deservedly take credit to
themselves for assisting in carrying through an entertainment, on-
paralleled, so far as Palmerston is concerned, in success. Thronghout
the evening every attention was paid to the coavenience of patrons,
and not only was there not a single word of complaint in this reapect,
bot one and all were 1eady to admit that the affair from first to last
was in the highest degrea pleasant and enjoyable and that they would
be only too glad to have the opportunity of attending a similar
gatiering at & fulure date. Unqualified succees is the only term that
can be applied to the gatheriog as in any way indicalive of the resulr,
At 630 the hull was thrown cper to the public, and on the three
tables. occup:icg the whole leng'h of the hall, were laid eatables~—
wholesome, palatable, aweet, und in every way c.lculated to prove
enticing to the tastes of patrons, thanks to the forethought of the lady
members of the congregation. The decoratioss were pretty and taste.
ful ; in fact, the whole arrangements in conoectlon with the feasting
porticn could not have bees improvel upon. Within a few mioutes
ol the opening of the hall every seat was occupied, and so the crush
continued wirhout intermissicn for upwards of a couple of hours,
The fiow of people towards the tables szemeld to be incessant, and it
was impossible to guage the number who parto: k of the innnmerable
good things provided. The svpply, on tl.e other han.d, appeared to
be incxhiu tib'e, and ss fast as one supply disappeared 1t was rc-
placed by as equally inviting a repast, The various lady and gentle-
man as-istants were assiduous and energetic in thar eff irts to satisfy
the wants of patrons, and teeir 1ask of sappliying the wants of the
hundreds who preeented themselvesat the tavles mustiruly havs been
an arduous one, Foilowing 13 a fist of the names of the ladiey who
presided over the tables :—No 1 tab’e-—Mrs Creaven, Misses Jackson,
E .te Dowling, Hodzson, Kecgan (2} No 2 table (Children of
Murs) — Muwsea IDhxon, H n'ey. Oakley, Casanagh, Cuilinane
McDocald, Kriven, O'Kielly and MeGonoe!l, with the assistance of
Mesdsmes Sla tery snd Joho Bulhvan, No 3 tabie—Mesdames Fak:
sud Hickey, and Miss Woodward, The bach:lors' table was on the
stage, and wae presided over by Misses Cronin and Misses O'Diise )
and M. O'Connor.  After the tea the ha!l was immediately clearad,
acd a concert foliowed, wt ich proved of a very appreciable character.
The chorur, * Kyrie Eleiropn.’ by the choir, was eplendndly eung, Mis
McMino eavg *Io Od Yadrid” wih much taste and fexling, and
her r:ch voice was heard to great advantage, Mr O'Sullivan, a vocalist
new to Palmers'on, kas a baritone voce «f rare power, and
hig einginz of “ Hocked 1 the craile of the deep” and *lo
happy moments” scecnrel  for  himselt  a  favourable reju-
tatien.  Me A, Jack dancel a  eailor’s  horopipe  ani
Irish iig io firsl class s°yle, and his unexcelled dancing
fairly brought down the hon:e  Mr Jick alsa played scveral tunes
oo the bagpipes 1a the m_st approved style, M.ss Rogers sang
" Eileen Alanoah * very nic:ly ; Mrs Bullivan eecured loud plan iits
for her vocal contribution ; the duet, ¥ The wind and the harp,” by
Misses Henley and Bhepherd, was a very pleasiog item, as also were
the duet, “ Ora Pro Nobis,” by the Misses Rogers , and Miss Bhep-
nerd’s singing of ** Marguerite,” Accompaniments werz played by
Misses MeMion ard Hollis, and the R v Father Patterson and Mr
Bottomley, snd left nothing to be desired. Taen followel a dance?
the music for which was suppliel by Mr B:ottomley (piano) aod Mr
Meyrick {cornet), who gave every eatisfaation. Mr I Fak: actel as
M,C., and carried out his duties 10 a very creditable manner under
the diralvantage ot haviag to supetvise a regular crush of daucers.
who were rather too numerous for the ::2: (f 1he hall, Evergthiog
went “swimm'nzly, ' howaver, and ut 11 o'clock the most enjoyable
gathering of the kin1 that has ever been held 1n P.lmerston was
brought to a ¢ ose.

Itis estimated that over 800 peopls were present, and i cluded
vigitors from Birmingtam, Campbelltown, Foxton, Ashurst, nnd other
piaces, The Kev Father Patterson expect. that abcut £40 wiil be
petted, but the ex:ct resulte will mot be knouwn until the reiurns of
the sale of the tickcts are obtained.

It mugt be mectioned that the Palmerston Fire Brigade Brass
Band played a nu . ber of selections in excellent style in front of the
Thea'r2 during the evening,

IRISH NATIONAL CONFEDERATION,

—_———————e

AUCELAND ASBOCIATION.

AT an ioavgural meeting of the above federation, beld at the Catholia
Literary Society's Hull, the Hon Mr Tole as prezident de.ivered an
address to the members. He said bia first duty was to thank them
for the double homour confcrred upor him in electing him woani-
mougly President of the Association, and aleo thereby seeing in him
some qualification for the cffice which he wished he could more ably
and worthily fill, However, he hoped he posssssed one or two quali-
fications at least common to them all ; that he had pincerely at heart
the welfare of Ireland, the birthland of bie parents, and that he was
anxious to co-operats with them all in the endeavounr to secure the
freedom of & long-suffer.ng people, and to restore them in more
perfect form to the position they once held and were fitted by the
Almighty to hold, and to take their plsce among the nations of the
earth. He said before proceeding further he bad a sad and solemn
daty to perform which it would be impossible to omit wherever any
pottion of the Irish race were agsembled, and that wae to allude to
the death of Charles Btewart Parnell, This, be said, was not the tima
to criticise bis Iife and character, because notbing but good should be
epoken of the dead. The worat, however, that history could eay of
him was, that a fierce and relentless public light had been throwa
opon & humaa frailty, At the seme time history records that the
cruel world ofteu stones ita propbats, and the path of the patriot in
frequently the rosd to martyrdom. However, Charles Stewars
Parpell, thongh frail, as a man, as a patriot, was never false, He
wag the inviolable descendant of an incorraptible a_cestor who voted
steadfaatly apaiost the sc-called Ucion to the last, Of all Ireland’y
gons he waa the greatest of the century, B8ir Charles Russell, speak-
ing of Parnell during the Ccmmidsion which resulted in sustaining
hig fame unsullied, said : My lords, Mt Parnell has forced public
attention upon the Irish queetion ; he has awakened the conscience
of England wpon tbe Irith question ; he has, in season and out ol
season, persistently and unreasonably in the minds of many, urged
I:ish claims, and he has a right to say and he does claim, that in ten
years this party bhave accompiished more of solid gain and solid
remedial advance in legialative measures for Irgland than the history
of any hundred years can disclose.” Mr Tole contended that this
was not the casual remark of an irresponsible obsarver, but the
deliberate statement of one of the grea'est advocates, and before the
greatest tribunal in the Empire, an dany man of whom sach could be
said deserved the proudest niche in the Pantbeor of hig country. Ha
(Mr Tole) was glad to observe that Parnell was so generously spoken
and written about, now after he bad departed from the stage
of life, It brought to tis memory Farnell's own prophetic
words in reply to Glads'one, who, when a coercionist in 1881,
was alleged by Parnell to be maligning sll Ireland’s great
gme with a fuw deceased eaceptions, such ss Isasg Butt, who
was descibed ‘*&s & most estimable m.n and & true patriot,”
Parnell eaid (snd for tbis speech be waes placed in Kilmainham
Gaol), “* In the opinion of English statesmen, no man ia good in Ire-
land until he is dead and baried, and umpable to atrike a blow for
Ireland, Perhaps the day may come w.en I may geta good word
from English statesmen, a8 being & moderate man, affer I am dead
and buried.” He (Mr Tole) did not believe the cablegrame recently
appeariog in the papersto be a proper indicatioa of the etate of affairs
at Home, He believed, as appeared in that evening's paper, that
there would be no sectional manifesto from Jastin M'Carthy, and that
a union of all sectioos of the Irish party wouold soon take place. They
might, therefore, indu'ge in the ferveat hope that not only English
stetesmen, but Irish statesmen—those politically estranged from the
illustrious dead, and even those who regarded the cause as over-
abadowed with darkening clocuds—may ia spirit join hands over hie
grave, and proelaim to the Irish world—
" VWe who toil is chains to-day
8till feel thy words our bosoma thrill ;
The damp grave bolda thy milent clay,
Bot thy fond faith uaited we hold it still,”
And we, ia this distant land, who have feit enthusiasm and admirs.
tion for the dead patriot, and grieve at bis loss, cannoot refrain from
weaving a garland of fervent espiration around his memory in the
words of one of Ireland’s poetesses :- -
" Time, the consoler, may assuage our grief,

But yet we promise, as the seasons roll,

Whether our life may be prolonged or brief,

Our prayer shall be, * God’s peace anto his soul,’ "
Mr Tole theu paesed on to comsider the objects of the Association
and its establishmest in voioo with the Irish Natiooal Cunfederation,
Were be not speaking to those ecquainted with Irelaud's history, her
beauties and fertility—the virtae, valonr, intellect, and religioa of her



