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A DOCTOR'B BTURY.

(From the St Jamet's Gazette))
I MET Laura at 8 charity bell. It was a case of love at first sight on
my part, aod I got introduced,

Y Dr Bprigge—Mids Laura Wyatt * Tte introduction was made
in an instant., We had one waliz, uniy one, which we daoced from
start to finish ; and then, we both felt as thongh we had known euch
otherv all our lives.

How 1 mavaged it I doo't exactly know, bat I did manage it.
I succeeded in getting introduced to old Mr Wystt, Laara's papa.

I fancy I made a rather favourable impression on cld Wyatt, I
had cnitivated & good professional manoer. Some people say that
in profession maunner is sverything. I was what may be called an
extra-professional—your young consviting physician alwayeis, I bad
tha stiquette and ethics of (be profession at my fingers’ ends; and at
that time I honeatly feit that if it had mot beem for my pecaliarly
prepossessing appearance, and the fact that I waa deficient in the
phbysician’s crown of glery (1 mean a bald bead), a large and lucrative
practice must be mine eventually ; and till the night I saw Laura I
was absolutely devotel to ths profession of medicine, and I longed—
I agtually lenged—for that baid head and the accompanying large and
Incrative practice,

I called, and I was very favourably received. Mr Wyatt asked
me to dinner ; and be m:de a very favourable fmpressica upon me,
and he gave me a very good dinser ; and the interest the old gentle-
man teok in medicine was something wonderful, Old Wyalt lived in
& very larga house in thoroughly reepectable style~—butler who locked
like an arch-deacon aad two parlour maids,

Well, I was very much in love with Luaura (it was fifty years ago,
and T am as woch in love with her now as I was then). 1 proposed
to Lauora in form ; and then I had to confess to old Wyatt that 1 had
only six thousand pounds of my own left, I had got throogh fout
tbousand of oy original tea in the rent of the consalting room, the
bire of a brongham,and the usuusl taxes to which tbe young consullant is
subjected. I told old Wyatt fl:tly that I did not want his money it
was bis daughter [ wanted and not bis ducats, This statement was
abaolutely geouine, for 1 was very much ia love, I explaiced to Mr
Wyatt that by the tume the rest of the ten thonsand wasgone [ might
honestly expect to be in receipt of the magnificent professional income
of five bundred a year,

Then old Mr Wyatt threw bimsell back in hischair and laughed
aloud. Ithought he never would leave off langhing, Iremonstrated
with him oo hia beartless condact,

*“My dear fellow,” be said, "I can’t belp it, its too ridiculons.
Yon deliberately throw away tea thousund pounds anf the best years
of your Life for ths sake of a possible income of five hundrad a year.
Now Dr Bprigge, I wil pot attempt t) conceal from you that my
daughter i3 much attached to you. Youare yoing, yod are euthu-
siastic, you are ready to sacrifice your profees1s: for my daughier !
Iam a bit of a dottor myself,” he zaid, with a curious chuckle, v and
I have a great respect for doctors ; but there aie reasone—good asd
sabetan'is] reasons—woy my daughter counld never marry a medical
man; or, rather, 10 be more accarate, there are reazons why oo medical
man could marry my daunghter.’”

What could he ma:an? It was a most mysterions statement.

“ 1t I threw up my profession for your daughter's sake we should
not have enough to Jive 01 ; six thousand poands wonld not last very
lgog.'"

*“You peed not trotble yourself about that,” aaid Mr Wyatt, v 1
am fairly well off. I should be preparel to give you a share in my
business—it’s a wvery good busizess—and 1 am very fond of ay
daughter Laura, and soe is my cnly child, you kmow. Don't be
alarmed,” said Mr Wyatt, * I shoaldn't want jour money, I shouw'd
only want your asmistance in developing my business, I could give
you & salary if you Liked—say a coup'e of thonsand & year ; or, a8 1
said before you could have a share in my bosiness."

"*But I am not a business man,” I remonstrated, * besides ] know
nothing whatever of the natare of the business,” 1 added, for I was
altogether puzzled,

* You will not betray my corfidence !” said Mr Wryatt, with an
air of mystery, " of course you won't, Well I'm a benefactor of the
human race. Did yon ever hear of Bumstead's Infallible Tinctare?
I married Bumstead’s wilow, Laura is my danghter by a second
marrizge—Tbis will give you all the necessary particulars,” he gaii,
and be thrust a little pamphlet into my bends. * I'li come back for
your anewer in a few minuntes,” Then he lefime and the roym began
to torn round end round,

Of pourse 1 hadl heard of Bumstead's Infallible Tinclure—who
haen't? Who has not read the weli-known adver isement b gio-
ping :—

gHs.va you got a cold in the head ? Try * Bumstead.”

Do you suffer from indigestion 7 Try “ Bumstead,"”

Is old age creeping upen you? Try ' Bumstead.”

And so on for & woole columo. Had I not be:n continually irritated
by my patienta at the hospital telling me that they bad tried * Bum-

gead " before they bad tried me? Was oot * Bumstead ™
famillar in their mouuths as & bousehold word? And my Laura's
father bad married the widow of s ynack—he was a quack himaelf !
And 1 suffered spgonies aa I remembered that Laura was a quack’s
daughter. The idea was a horrible one,

I read this little book. There were hundreds of testimonials,
according to which " Bumstead's Tiacture "' was infallible ; the testi-
moniajs were from all sorts and coaditions of men. They were
evidently perfectly genuine, for they attacbed their names and
aldresses, Perbaps the mysterious * Bumatead ™ had discovared the
Llizir Vitee, Toen Iread ontill I came tothe description of the remedy
iteslf ; it was said to be * prepared from certain madicinal plante
found only in Central Arahia, Beloocaistan, aod the mountaincas
region of the north-western frootier of Crim Tartary.,” Ob, there
coald not be anything in it ; of course it was a swiadle. 1I it were
only genuine, I felt that I would not hesitate for a siogle instant.
At that moment the door opened, and Bomstead—I mean Mr Wyatt
—agntered,

"Well, my youog friend,” he said, with a gosd-homourad smile,
“ wiat 18 your determination 1

% ¥r Wyatt," [ said, and I assumed my very best professional
manger, *i I conld only thiok that the Infallible Tioctare does all
that it id 81id to; if I conld only honestly believe ia it, I wonld cast
principle and pride and prejudice to the winds and inetantly jumpat
your most liberal cffor,"

“ Yon don't mean to may that you doabt the geouineness of the-
testimonials 1" cried Mr Wyatt, in evident indigonation. Then be
read Lord Addlepale’s testimonial very slowly and very softly. “ Dr-
Bprigge,” he said, at its conclusion, * Lord Addlepate is a peer of the
realm, one of our bereditary leglslators, Would you presume to
doubt the word of an hkereditary legislator? Call on bis lordship,.
you are a physician ; you ean form your own opinion. The whole of
these testimontals, eir, are absolutely genunine I cried Mr Wyatt, and
be thumped the tabla with his fist ; * I believe in Bamstead, sir, and
I've never had a day’s iliness in my life.” 1 did not think muneh of
that argument.

" Look bere,” said Mr Wyatt, # I'll make you a present of agros
of it. Take it to 8t Skinflint's and try it on your patients,” The
horrible enggestion caused me to shuddar in spite of mysell,

“ Do you cire so little for my daughter, Dr Bprigge.” said Bum-
stead—I mean Mr Wyatt—very solemnly, “ that yon actually decline
to iovestigate the matter I Didn't the whole world belisve the earth
to be flat till it was proved to be round ! Waen't Columbns looked
upon ae & fool and an 1mpostor 1 Let me tell you, sir, the day iscom-
ing wheo all the world will revere the name of Bumstead,”

Whaen I looked arotnd upou the evident signs of wealth, when I
iooked into that old man's face, and I remembered that he was
Laura’s father, I cou d not doubt the honesty of his convictions. I
seized his hand ; thera were tears in my eyes as I bade him an affee-
tionate fareweil,

T will investigate it, sir I"" Lcried, “ and I will communicate the
result to youn in & forrmight.”

Then we shook hands,

* » * * * - -

1 went into the nearest chemisi®s, I asked for a botile of Bum-

stead’s Infallible Tincture.

“It's a very valuable remedy, sir,” said the chemist; * most of
our customers fiud it a perfect panaces.”

It was straoge, very strange, Your true phyesiclogist never heai-
tatea to make & crucial cxperiment upon his own person, 1 took s
douable dvse of * Bumstead " that night. It did not bave the slightest
effect upon me, I finislel the bottle the next day; it did not even
make me feel ill, Idil oot thick much of * Bumstead " as a medi-
cine, Most vaiuable remedies make you feel very ill indesd--that in
my expericnce. Tuen I called on six of the testimonial-givers; they
all swore by ** Bumstead.” ¢ A man must take medicine of some sort,.
aur," one remarked to me; “ when I'm a bit out of sorta I just fies to-
¢ Bumastead,' and it does me a power,”

On the appointed day I called npon Mr Wyatt, 1 respectiully
saluted bim as a benefacior of the human race, Within three months
I married Laora, 1 gave up the practice cf the profession ag &
matter ¢f conviction, I went into partoership with old Mr Wyatt ;
he died a year or two ago; be left everything to Laura, I am a rich
man Low, L live in Keosicgton Park Gerdens, and I have a lovely

place in the country; and I became, I practically became—mwell—
¢ Bumstead,"
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For iavalids and delicata children Aulsebrook’s Arrowrood
and Tea Brscults are unsurpassed,

Ladies, for afternoon tea usz Anlsebrook’s Oswego Biscuite
& perfect delicacy,



