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somewhere near the Harlem, within a week or ten days. Within
that time,Ishall send a brigade to make such demonstrations as will
add to that conviction. Meanwhile, if you discover that General
Clinton has a hint of real purpose, spare neither life nor energy
to let the newsbe brought tome upon tbe instant. It is a perilous
undertaking thatIask of you,butbe comforted with theknowledge
thatif you succeed in doing thesethings it will probably be the last
time that you will bd called upon to risk your life and to face an
ignominious death. If my purposessucceed now,Captain Lathrop,I
believe the war for the independenceof thess people will end with a
victory for us."

Washington here gavehim a pass and offered him money, but
Edmund declined to receive any gold. Then for a moment there
was further instruction in regard to minor details, and then the
commander-in-chief with tender affection Dade the young soldier
adieu.

HereWashington took bothof Edmund's hands in his and he
said tohim, for Edmund had replied to himby a single word of
assent,"Go, then,Captain Lathrop,at once. If you live you may
rejoice that you have contributedin no small measure toour success
if we gain it. If you die, be reminded of that noble youth who
said as he mounted the gallows,

'Ionly regret that 1have but one
life togive for my country.'

"

As he passedthrough the orchard he heard a voice which caused
him to stop,and amoment later Ruth and Colonel Matthews came
along the path which skirted tbe orchard. They did not see him,
though he made noeffort to conceal himself.

Then he heard the British officer pouring words of love and
affection in the ear of his affianced, and it seemed for themoment
as though he had murder in his heart. What he would have done
whocan tell, but he heard the voice of Ruth speaking sadly and
plaintively,and she said :"Ah ColonelMatthews,didyonnotsee that it wasall pleasantry ?
You say 1had no right thus to deceive you,but why did you come
here seeking to captureand kill my betrothed? You say thatall is
fair in love and war,and if that be true, then it was fair for me to
be coquettishwith you, for my betrothed told me, on the day be left
me to join the army, that if Iwould only keep you here for many
days, 'twould be a blessing to Washington and to oar army,andit
wasbecause he told me that that Ihave played the coquettishpart
with you.

The British Colonel seemed for aninstant to be baside himself
withrage,andhe spokelow,but violently.so thatthe girlbecame most
greatly frightened, and inher distress, not knowing what she said,
she called aloud saying, Edmund, Edmund, help meI" and behold,
even as checalled, there stood her betrothed before her.

He took herinhis arms and then, turning to Matthews, said:"Itis true what this dear woman has said.""Are you the spy ?" the Colonelsaid."Iaman officer of the Continental army."
■'Youarea spy, for whom we have long looked, and Iwill call

my men, and you shall dangle at the gallows to-morrow." Then,
pausing fora moment,he said: "If this maiden will renounceyou
and will promiseme her hand, thenIwillturn my back so that you
may escape."

Edmundturned smilingly to Ruth, and said to her, "Bath, it
shall be as yousay;this man cansendmeto the gallows tomorrow.
Will yourenounceme for him,and thus saveme from that ignominy f
For an instant she didnot speak, and then she said, her face very
white, " IfIrenounced himIshould die, andif you hanged him I
should die, therefore how canIrenouncehim, and what would you
gain ifyou hanged him ?"

The Colonel looked with amazement upon these twoand thena
moment later be spoke and his voice was so choken with emotion
that he could hardly utter the words: "By heaven1 Was there
ever such affection as this? By my love for you,Ruth, Irecall my
ugly words. No act of mine shall imperil your lover. How better
canIshow my own affection for you?"

WheD he said thesa words,Edmund, releasiogRuth, went tohim
and took his band,and he then said. " Colonel Matthews, for the
service which you havenow done me,Iwill do you another. Had
you capturedme,Icouldhave exposedyou to your general. Icould
haveshownhim that by your dalliance here, Washington has been
enabledto escape withhis army and that while youseemed tobe upon
duty, you werereally imperiling your own army, because you were
beguiled by this fair woman. But nowIwill say no word excepting
this. General Washington has escaped you;his army is now upon
the Chesapeakeand will be in a day or twoat Yorktown" Youmay
take this message to Clinton, so that it will appear to him that you
havebesa faithful to your duty andhave gleaned this information in
your own way."

The officer seemed like one stunned. "Washington escaped!
Will be at Yorktown I 'Tis incredible.""But 'tis true,"said Edmund.

Thenthe offiaer took Ruth by the hand, but without saying one
word he embraced her gently, and then departed, and, calling his
aides and escort to him, in a moment their horses were carrying
them to New York with this faithful message which Edmund had
given him.

Two days later General Clintonhad set sail fromNew York for
tbe Chesapeake on his fruitless errand, for the capture of Cornwallis
had already been accomplished.

That evening, after Ruth had told Edmund all those things
which she desired to say to him, she said : " Poor Martha I My
sister loved this colonel andhe did not know it. Why could he not
have wooed her instead of me, for he is a man of gentle heart end
high honour." But it so happened when the war was over that
ColonelMatthews, returned to NewYork,made himself the discovery
of which Ruthhad spoken,so that one day Captain Lathrop and
Colonel Matthews became of kin through marriage, for Martha
was wooed and won by this officer.

in.
Thiee weeks later, Captain Lathrop, then in the disguise of a

farmer'shelper, wasapproachedby afriend who knew him well and
who knew his hiding-places in the woods. Th« man had brought
him food and drink,and he end to Edmund, "The skirmishers of
Washington arecoming from above, and there is confusion in the
outpostsof Clinton's army on that account."

To this Edmund made no reply, but he said instead, "And of
Ruth? What have you learnedof her ? Is Colonel Matthewsand
are the aides etill there 1

"
The farmer hesitated. He seemed to dread to make reply. He

avertedhis face, and Edmund, speaking with some passion,said to
him," Tell me, Jonathan, tell me all that you have heard.""They do say, Captain, that the Colonel's menhave got track of
youand that you will bs captured soon.""Ido not care for that," and Edmund spoke with passion.
"Tell me these things, does Colonel Matthews still believe that
Washington is coming this way?

"
"Hedoes. He sends daily toGeneral Clinton a message that

all is safe, and that Washington is prepared to move Mb army in
thatdirection.' !"

Why does not Colonel Matthews go himself to Clinton ?"
1do not like to tell yon,Captain.'1" You must ; that is whatIam bound to know, for if Ido not

learn it otherwise, 1 thall go to the house myself that Imay
discover.""No, no ;do not do that, Captain, they will capture youand
hang you if you do. Iwill tell you what they say. They gay
Colonel Matthews has becime bewitched by the beauty of Ruth, and
thathe is paying earnest court to her."

For a moment Edmund did not speak, but a last, his lips
trembling and very white, he said : "And Ruth? How does she
receive such courtship ?

"
"Ah, Captain, that is whatIdo not want tosay.""You mußt tellme.""Well, Imyself caw Rath, and she seemed to be most pleased

with the attentions, and bir smile was a joyous one, and her eyes
weremerry,andehe returned some lemark of gallantry whichhe maie
toher in kind.'1

At tLia moment there came to this secret haunt a youth, a
messenger, whose face was bo smeared withdirt and dust thathis
countenance was scarcely recognisable, so that Edmunddidnot know
himuntil he spoke." What, Tbomas, is it you1

"
he said. " Where have youcome

from?
"

"I was told to give you this," the young man eaid, aari be
handed to Edmund a bit of paper,and when Edmund read ithe was
rejoiced. It was a message from Washington bidding him returo and
join his regiment in the Virginias.

The lad told his story briefly. He said that Washington, by
meanß of deceit which kept Clinton in darkness of Washington's
plan, bad escaped with his army acroßS the Hudson, across New
Jersey, and was about toembark, whenthe lad left the army,on the
Chesapeake for Yorktown. The commander had made Mb escape, be
had befoolrd Clinton.

Edmund at once removed his disguise. He said to his friend,
Jonathan, that all danger wasnow averted,and that his mission was
ended. He had done his part in enabling Washington thus toescape
the watchfuleyeof Clinton with his army, and he declared itto be
his purpoßO to go at once to Kuth.

So ithappened that just as the sun wassettingon that afternoon,
Edward entered the little garden by way of the apple orchard that
stoodto the east of Butb's home.
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X Ladies, for afternoon teause Aulßebrook's Oswego Biscuits
a perfect delicacy.

W A Foroinvalids and delicate children Aulsebrook's ArrowrootjT andTea Biscuits areunsurpassed.


