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AS OTHERS SEE US. In this extraordinary scheme of taxation the Government has
Himply stoopedto the crude, ignorant,unprogressive, andreactionary
ideas of the labour party. Itshows what might be suggested in this
Oolony if the less educatedportionof thelabour agitatorsgained any
substantial power in the State. It pointsout the absolute necessity
of working steadily,continuously, and earnestly to preserve our free-
dom, the freedom of everyindividualof labour, toplan,toaccumulate.
The result of the proposalsmade inNew Zealand,if they arecarried,
will probably be to throw the country into thehands ot the money
lenders. The owners of the mortgaged estates will be forced tosell,
and the money advancedupon them will notbe lost to the usurers.
The small holders of land will have to borrow that they may find
themear»B of working. Upon diminished skill inagriculture would
follow a diminution in results, andmoney would be requiredfrom
the Government, which wouldbe compelled to raise itin some way.
Itseems highly possible that a Jewish financier whoholds New
Zealand io his handmay yetstand upona New London bridge and
admire the stolid common senseof Englishmen.

NOBODY WANTS THAT GOLD RING.

Fob nearly 100 yearsa certain family of working people living in
Paris have ended their lives by suicide. From father to son, from
mother todaughter, has descended a plain gold ring, and on the
finger of everyoneof these suicides, as they lay indeath, thisring has
been found. Only lustyear the body of a young manwho had killed
him.elf wasbrought to the Morgue,and on his finger was the fatal
golden circlet. He was the last of his race. Tbe ring was buried
with the corpse, from which no oneacquainted with its history will
have the courage to remove it.

The mental taint in this family came from soma remoteancestor,
and was intensified by their recognition of ituntil it became a con-
trolling force ;and the ring was accepted as imposing uponits pos-
sessor the obligation tocommit suicide after the exampleof the per-
son who last wore it. This form of mania usually originates inadis-
order of thenervoussystem, which in its turnarises from anaemia,or
poverty of the blood,oneof theresults of imperfect nutrition.

A recent letter from a gentleman living in Norfolk contains the
ollowingassertion :"1longedfor death;Iwasafraidof thenight ;
Iwas afraid to be alone, yet,lJiated society. Iwasafraid that in,
some one of those hours of depressionIshould lift viyhand against
mij orvn life, forIknew thatmany had done so from the same cause."
Tue dark hours became a time of terror to him, so he says. He
tossed and tumbled on his bed, wondering if morning wouldever
dawn again. In this case it was not an accusing conscience, aa he
had committednooffence;the cause waspurely a physical one

—
yet,

all too common in England— indigestion and dyspepsia, with the
longchain of consequences dragging after it,nervouß collapseamong
them.

He relates thatbis skin andeyes hadbeen moreor less dis-
coloured foi yeais, oftenof a ghastly andrepulsive yellow. This
was due to the presenceof bile in the blood and tissues, where ithad
no business tobe. Butas the weakand torpidliver could not remove
it, noother result was possible than tbe one our friend experienced.
His head frequently ached as though fiends had turneditinto a work-
shop, and pains chased one another through his body as though he
huu at least half the maladies catalogued in the popularbooks of
disc ise.

Yet one thing, andone only, was responsible for all themischief,
namely, the poison introduced into the blood from the decaying food
in the stomach andintestines. The cold feet, the loss of appetite
and ambition, the mental despondency, theBense of weariness and
fatigue, the bad taste in the mouth, dry cough, giddiness, palpita-
tion, chills, weakness, etc., are abrood of foul birdshatched in one
nest, and the mother is always indigestion anddyspepsia.

Time passed somehow, as italways does, whether we laugh or
cry, and this man grew heartily tued of a life thus burdenedand
spoiled. He longed to see the end of it, and no wonder. But the
last page of his letter is pitched iv a higher key. He says,

"
WhenI

think of what Iwas,and what Iamnow,Ican hardly realise the
change. For the past six monthsIhave been using a preparation
kuown as Mother Seigel's CurativeSyrup, andit has actually revolu-
tionibed my whole system. One of my tenants recommendedit tome,
and Itried it just toplease him. Now T praise it for myself, and
thank the men who mate and advertise it. My troubles are over,
and Iftel (»t 57) as light, elastic, and gay as a boy on his summer
vacation 1tellmy doctors they arebeatenat their own tradeby an
old G-rmau nurse, mid so far ac1am concerned they can't deny it.
Ihave no more horrible thoughts of self-destruction, for Ifind too
much enjoyment iv living. My thauks are too deep for words."

The author of this letter consents to the publication of so aiuch
of itas ishere printed, but declines to allow the useof his name, at
least for thepresent, for reapons we arebound to respect. But the
evident sincerity of his story will carry conviction to every candid
mind.

A name long familiar to magazine-readeshaa been transformed
by themarriage of Miss Rosa Mulholland,in Dublinto, Mr Gilbert,
ihe historian of that city. Readers of Cornhill at the time when"Romola" wasrunning through its pages will remember Miss Mul-
hollaud's ■'Pretty Mrs Archie

"
;and Dickens heartily welcomed the

stories she sent us a very young novice to All the Year Mound. To
oneof these he himself gave the title of "

The Late Miss Holling-
ford," and it is bound with

"
No Thoroughfare "

in the Tauchnitz
reprint of his works. Mrs Gilbert is a sister of Lady Russell, and
she has been a frequent visitor at Sir Charles Russell's houße in
Harley street, where Mr Gladstone lately expressed to her bis admir-
ationof oneof her stories, " Marcella Grace."

(From the Melbourne Argus.)
NBW ZEALAND seems fated to bacome the experimenting ground for
everycrude and wild scheme of taxation that the ignorance of man

candevise. The property that has been ruined from volcanic erup-

«»' d floods, andover-borrowing Rnd financial disaster, is again
3 heavily taxed. Inorder tomeet the wants of the

"
most dis-

ful
"

Government of the colonies, the customs duties have been
raißed as far as possible. The landhas, of course,been taxedfor
the reason apparently that it requires more working capital and
returns less profits than the town industries and the speculations on
the stock exchange. The present Government,however, is bent on

proving to the world still more clearly that there is almost nolimit
to the taxation which maybe imposed upon a law abidingpeople.
Ithas determinedtoshow to admiring nations that the tax gatherer,
however objectionable he may ordinarily be deemed,canprevent the
accumulation of wealth and bring about thatmillennium of ambi-
tionless mediocrity whichis the cry of the high priestsof modern
democratic cant, ir New Zealand thus chooses to become a vile
corpus for the benefit of other communities, the experiments will
be watchedwith deep interest. As a matter of course anincome tax
is proposed, and in case there should be any fear that itmight not
be sufficiently inquisitorial, everyemployer is required to furnish a

Hat of all the wages and salaries thathe pays, and the names and
addresses of thoße to whom he pays them;and it is OLly by a
strange oversight, apparently, that ho is nut asked to account for
the manner in which the money is spent. This list ia to be given
to a commissioner, whomay use it in any way thathe thinks fit. It
does not appear to be suggested, however, that the employer should
pay taxon the wages that he disburs.s, The Government proposes
toget at him by compelling him to piy a tax on the bad debts that
he has incurred. No exemption is to be made, according to the
Governmentproposal, for bad debts, unless the utter badnesa of the
debt is proved to the satisfaction of the commissioner. This, of
course,maymean that

—
if the bad debts are run upby friends of the

commissioner
—

the tax will be remitted, but if the debtors and the
unfortunate creditor himself belong to another political party, the
tax will be collected, and anemployer will have to pay a duly upon
his losses. Those who have followed the recent exposures of finan-
cial corruptionin New Zealand will have nodifficulty inseeing what
maybe effected by a little unscrupulousenterprise outof the Govern-
mentproposals.

But, in addition, there is tj be a gralu'i^d tax on all es'ates
which are above the value of £5,000. Th-j man who is industrious
enough to acquirean estate of such value is at one? treated as if his
ability and perseverance were only meant to carry the burdens of
bad administration, and the tuuii who lias acquired estates of higher
value is made to suffer in a higher degree. And, toprevent people
from usin^ the credit syatem intheir business, it is expressly stipu-
lated thatno deduction is to be made tor mortgages. The unhappy
owner of an estate is expected to pay twice over. He baa to pay
interest on the borrowedmoney,without whichhe might not be able
to employ a single labourer, and he is to be mulcted also by the
Government in an oppressive percentage. It can hardly be said
that even improvements are exempt from this new taxation upon
skill and forethought and mental übihty. After the lapse of only
ten years the full duty will be exacted up~>n tbe value of all the
clearing and draining and laying down fields in pasture that the
proprietors of the land may have done. InNew South Wales an
unreasonableincrease in the rents was sufficient tostop all improve-

mentson the land,and the laoourers joined with theproprietors to

have the law altered. Such considerations,however,come from mere
experience, and have no weight with aNew Zealand Government
whichis trying to test a theory of taxation,

A still further step, however, in this chivalric crusidc against
thatmean and paltry tninjj which is described as the mateiial pros-
perity of the community, is the proposal to treat the possessionof
land as a crime. Anyone who ownsmore th'en 2,000 acres of land»
whohas acquired his estateby his shrewdness and intelligence, who,
while gaining a position for himself, baa been developing thepastoral
and agricultural resources of New Zealand, is tobe nude liable to a
sentenceof five years' penal servitude. According to theNew Zea-
land policy, the loafer may get anallotmeut and the implements to
workit,and his foodand clothing, for nothing,but the colonist who
knowshow to turn the land toaccount maybe brandedas acriminal-
Why, the men who would come under tLia condemnation are men
who employ the greatest number ot labjuiers,and who have done
the most to stimulate the exportof wt ent and frozen mutton, which
is themain item in New Zealand commerce. 'Ihe owners of what

v— have been regarded as model farms would find that th< y were con-

sidered to have done the Stptean injustice by developing its trade
and commerce. And they i.re blamed because the Government
panders to peoplewho know nothing of agriculiure. It is as if we
weretodestroy machinery and revert to the handlcom.
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