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(From the Melbourne Argus.)

NEW ZEALAND seems fated to bacome the experimenting ground for
every crude and wild scheme of taxation that the ignorance of man
can devigse. The property that has been ruined from voleanic erup-
igews a-d floods, and over-borrowing and financial disaster, is again
ﬁ heavily taxed. In order to meet the wants of the * most die-
fdsful ® Government of the colonies, the customs duties have been
raised as far as possible. The land has, of course, been taxed for
the reason apparently that it requires more working capital and
returns less profits than the town indastries and the speculations on
the stock exchange, The present Governmeat, however, is bent on
proving 10 the world still more clearly that there is almost no limit
to the taxation which may be imposed upon a law abiding people.
It bas determined to show to admiriog nations that the tax gatherer,
however abjectionable be may ordinarily be deemed, ean prevent the
accumulation of wealth and bring about that millenninm of ambi-
tionless mediocrity which is the cry of the high priests of modern
democratic cant, If New Zealand thus chooses to become a vile
corpus for the benefit of other communities, the experiments will
be watched with deep interest. As & matter of course an income tax
is proposed, and in case there sbould be any fear that it might not
be sufficiently inquisitorial, every employer is required to furnish a
st of all the wages and salaries that he pays, and the names and
addresses of those to whom he pays them ; und it is orly by a
gtrange oversight, apparently, that ho 18 nut ssked to accocunt for
the manner in which the money is spent, This list is to be given
to a commissioner, who may use 1t in any way that he thinks fit, It
does not appear to be suggested, bowever, that the employer should
pay tax on the wages that he digburs.s, The Goverament proposes
to get at him by compelling bim to puy a tax on the bad debtes that
be has incurred. No exemption i8 to be made, according to the
Government proposal, for bad dcbts, unlees the utter badness of the
debt ia proved to the satisfaction of the commissioner. This, of
course, may mesan that—if the bad debts arc run up by friends of the
commissioner—the tax will be remitted, but 1t the debtora and the
anfortunate creditor himself belong to anctiier political party, the
tax will be collected, and an employer will have to pay a duty upen
his losses, Those who have followed the reeent expossres of finan-
cial corruption in New Zealand will have ro Qiffieul’y in seuing what
may be effected by a little nnseropulouns enterprise out of the Govern-
ment proposale.

But, in addition, there igts be a graluv'ed tax on all es'ates
which are above the value of £5000, The
enough to acquire an estate of sich value 13 atf once troated as if his
ahbility and perseverance wcre only meant to carry the burdens of
bad administration, and the wan who hes acquind estates of higher
value is made to suffer in a higher degres. And, to prevent people
from using the credit system o their business, 1t is expressiy stipu-
lated that uo deduction is to be made tor mortgages. The unhappy
owner of an estate 18 expected to pay twice over, He bas to pay
interest on the borrowed meney, without which he might oot be able
to employ a siogle labourer, end he ik to be muleted also by the
Qovernment in an oppressive percentige. 1t can hardly be sad
that even improvements are cxempt from 1his new taxation upon
gkill and forethought and meatal wbility, After the lapsc of only
ten years the full duty will be cxacted uposo the value of all the
clearing and draming and laying down flelds in pasture that the
proprietors of the land may bave doue. ko New South Wales an
unreasonable increase in the rents was suflicient te atop all 1mprove-
ments on the land, and the lacourers joined with the propnetors to
have the law altered, Such conmderations, however, core frum mere
experience, and have no weight wilb a New Z:aland Governmeat
which is trying to test a theory of taxation,

A gtill furtber step, bowever, in thig chivalrie crusade against
that mean and paltry toing which is deseribed as the material pros-
perity of the community, is the proposal to treat the possession of
Jand as a crime. Anyone who owns morg then 2,000 acres of land,
who has acquaired his estate by his shrewdness and 1nrelligence, who,
while gaining u position for himself. bas been developing the pastoral
and agricultural regources of New Zealand, is to be mide liable to a
mentence of five years’ penal servitode. According to the New Zea-
Iand policy, the losfer may get an allotment aud the implements to
work if, and hie food and clothing, for notbing, but the colonist who
knows bow to turn the land to account may be branded as a criminal-
Why, the men who would come under ting condemuaticn are men
who employ the greatest number of labuurers, aud who have done
the most to stimulate the export of wieunt and frczen mutton, which
is the main item in New Zealand eommcrce. ‘the owners of what
have been regavded as model iarms would find that they were con-
aidered to have done the Btete an injustice by deveioping its trade
and commerce. And they wre blamed becanse the Gavernment
panders to people who know notinng of agricaliure. 1t is as if we
were to destroy machinery and revert to the handlcom,

man who 18 industrious

In this extraordinary scheme of taxation the Government bas
simply stooped to the crude, ignorant, unprogressive, and reactionsry
ideas of the labour party. It shows what might be suggested in this
Coluny if the less educated portion of the labour agitators gained any
gubstantial power in the Biate, It pointa out the abeolute necessity
of workiog steadily, continuously, and earnestly to preserve our free-
dom, the freedom of every individual of labour, to plan, to accumulste,
The resuit of the propusals made in New Zealand, if they are carried,
will probably be to throw the country into the hands of the money
lenders. The owners of the mortgaged estates will be forced to sell,
and the money advanced upon them will not be lost to the usurers,
The small hoiders of land will have to borrow that they may find
the means of working. Upon diminished skill in agricaltare would
follow & diminution in results, and money would be required from
the Government, which wonld ba compelled to raise it in some way.
It seems highly possible that a Jewish financier who holda New
Zealand ic his band may yet stand npon a New London bridge and
admire the stolid common sense of Fnglishmen,

NOBODY WANTS THAT GOLD RING.
— e ————
For nearly 100 years a certain family of working people living in
Paris have ended their lives by suicide, From father to son, from
motber to daughter, has descended a plain gold ring, and on the
finger of every one of these suicides, as they lay in death, this ring has
peen found, Only lust year the body of a young man who had killed
him.elf was bronght to the Morgue, and on his finger was the fatal
golden circlet. He was the last of his race. The ring was buried
with the corpee, from which no one acquaioted with ite history will
have the coursge to remove it,

The mental taint in this family came from some remote ancestor,
and was intensified by their recognition of it unmtil it hecame a con-
trolling force ; and the ring was secepted as imposing upon ite pos-
gessor Lhe obligation to commir suicide after the example of the per-
son who last wore it. This form of mania nsually originates in & dig-
order of the nervous system, which in its turn arises from apzmia, or
poverty of the blood, ose of the results of imperfeci notrition,

A tecent letter {rom a gentleman living in Norfolk containg the
following aesertion s * 1 longed for death ; T was afraid of the night ;
I was afraid to be alone, yet, £ hated socigty. I mwas afraid that in
some one of those hours of depression I should lift my hand against
ny onn life, for I knew that many had done o from the same cawuse.”’
Tue dark hours became & time of terror to him, so he says. He
to-sed upd tumbled on his bed, wondering if morning would ever
dawn sgain. In this case it was not an accusing conscience, as he
nad committed no offence ; the cause was purely a pbysical one—jyert,
all tos common in Fogland—indigesticn and dyspepsia, with the
long chain of consequences dragging after it, nervous collapse smong
them.

Hve relates that his egkin and eyes had been more or less dis-
eolonred iot yeais, often of a ghastly and repulsive yellow. This
wxs lue to the presence of bile in the blood and tissues, where it had
no business to be, But as tbe weak and torpid liver could not remave
it, no other result was possible than the one our friend experienced.
His bead frequently ached as though fiends had turned it into & work-
ghop, and pains chased one another through bhie body as though he
hia at least balf the maladies caialogued in the popular books of
disessa,

Yet one thing, and oue only, was responsibla for all the mischief,
namely, the peison introduced 1nto the blood from the decaying food
1 the stomach and intestines, The cold feet, the loss of appetite
and ambiticn, the menta] despondency, the sense of weariness and
fatigue, the bad taste in the mouth, dry cougb, giddiness, palpita-
tion, chille, weakness, ete., are a brood of foul birda hatched in one
nest, and the mother is always indigestion and dyspepsia.

Time passed somehow, as it always does, whether we langh or
ery, and this man grew beartily tied of a life thus burdened and
spotled, He longed to see the end of it, and no wonder. But the
last page of bis letter is pitched in a bigher key. He says, ¢ When 1
think of what I was, and what I am now, I can hardly realise the
change. Fur the past six montha I bave been using a preparation
kuown as Mother Seigel's Curative Syrup, and it has actually revolu-
tionised my wholesystem. Ouve of my tesants recommendedit to me,
and Itned it just to please him. Now 1 praise it for myself, and
thank the men who make and advertise it, My troubles are over,
apd I fcel {at 57} ag light, elastic, and gay a8 a boy on his summer
vacation I tell my doctors they are beaten at their own trade by an
old G-rmau norse, and so far asz 1 am concerned they can't deny it.
1 have no more horribie thoughts of self-destruction, for 1 find too
much enjoyment io living, My thauks are too deep for words.”

The anthor of this letter consenta {o the publication of so much
of it ms 18 iere printed, but declines to allow the use of his same, at
least for the present, for rearons we are bound to respect, But the
evirdlent sincenty of his story wili carry conviction to every candid
mind,

A name long familiar to magazine-readems has been transformed
by the marriage of Miss Rosa Mulholland, in Dublinto, Mr Gilbert,
the mstorian of that city, Readirs of Corndill at the time when
» Romola " was running throngh its pages will remember Miss Mul-
holland’s ** Pretty Mrs Arche " ; and Dickens beartily welcomed the
storien she scot us a very yonng novice to Al the Year Rownd, To
one of these he himself gave the title of “ The Late Miss Holling-
ford,” and 1t is bound with ** No Fhoroughfare " 1n the Tauchnitz
reprint of bis works. Mrs Gilbert is a sister of Lady Russell, and
gho has been a freguent vimitor at Sir Charles Russell's bouse in
Harley street, where Mr Gladstone lately expressed to her bis admir-
atwon of one of her stories, * Marcella Grace.”



