
Mb PiNKBEToy,M.P.,speakingat a "NationalFederation
"

meeting
at Omagh said "he would tell them,as aProtestant, that he would
ra her see Irelandhandedover to tbe control of thebishopsand priests
of Ireland thangiven over to Mr Parnell andhis followers.

The selection of a candidate for Bast Belfast is causing much
excitement in Conservativecircles in Belfast. At a meeting of tbe
Executive Committee of the Belfast Conservative Association the
following names were selected

—
Sir William Charly, QO, Colonel

Calmont, the Solicitor-General, Messrs G.W. Wolfe, andJames Hen-
derson. A sub-committee of tbe Association his been appointed in
order to selecta candidate from the abovelist, so as to prevent tbe
possibility of a contest."

Sir Petar O'Brien,Bart," is now tha title of the Castle official
so widelyknown as

"
Peiher the Packer." Tbe time must sooncome

when weshall see an end of this rotten system of measuring the
bestowal of

"
honours" by the unpopularity of tbe recipients. The

system of making theBench the rewardof politicalunscrupulousness
has rendered the Irish justiciary an object of laughter anicontempt
to the outsiie wcrld. Ihere are,no doubt, some Irish judges who,
by their knowled/e*of the law and their ability, areentitled to the
position they occupy, and to these the promotion of political adven-
turers is an insult and a degradation. The Castle may call Mr.
O'Brien "

Sir Peter," or "" My Lord Chief Jns'ice,"but tothe country
he remains the Packer and the Renegade, whilehis colleagues onthe
Bench will n3?er regard him as anything but a legal failure.

His Grace the Archbish p cf Dublin,in a letter published in the
National Press, proposes tbat the Catholic clergy shall take up tbe
w>rk advoc* ed by tie Paptl Kneyc ical iv establishing boards of
arbitration for the settlement of trade disputes. As we arethreatened
with another season of strikes, his Gracd's letter comes most oppor-
tunely to point the w:y of peaceful settlement. Much has been
accomplished in the past by the mediation and judgment of eminent
mea toput an end to the fierce labour battles that bo constantly atise;
but tim",aud often opportunity,is lost in the appointmentand selec-
tioi of mediators acceptable to both masters and men. We hope,
thi rcfure, that tbe proposalby the Archbishop will be heartily taken
up nd will result in the C6ablishm.nt of a representative tribunal
that may be tfif.cti^e in saving our towns from the paralysis
occasioned by social strife.

Judging by his Glasgow speech,Lord Salisbury is already more
thin half a convert to Home Rule. He wasonce, we bilieve,de-
scribed asala bpainted to ]ouk lik<j iron Despite an appearance of
firmness, he is undoubtedly a very pli tble politician, and it is not
improbanlethit, fiud'ng the Home Kule current to be to:> strong for
t.<e Conservatives throughout the country, he is thinking of yielding
to it. He told his Glasgow a iditors thit he should like to give to
the muii'ipil authorities ihe vtiy utmost powers

—
accompanying

them with certain precautions in Ireland
—

todeal with all legislation
that is of a businesslike o'laiactcr. Does hia Lordship intend to dish
the Liberals? If he adopts a Hume Kule programme we shall see
some strange and Budden conversions. Gentlemen such as Lord
Fielding who arenow pioclaiming that Home Bale would mean the
destruction ot the empire, will thendiscover that it couldnot fail to
prove an eternalblessing.

MrForeman, secretary for Ireland to the AmalgamatedSociety
of Railway Se^wante, was examined lately before the Select Com-
mittee appointee to i;quire int;> tbe hours of labour of railway
servants. Mr Foreman, inieply to a member of tbe committee, gava
several instances where the liish railway servants h3ve workedfor
fourteen hours per day consecutively for six days. He further 6tated
that in one case an engine-driver ana fireman workedfor twenty
hours at one time in driving fntn Letterkenny to Enniskillea and
back. In Dngheda a t.ight watchman worked for thirteen hours
every day for the 3G5 days of the year,and bad toperform the duties
of a stationmaster, booking-clerk, wa'chman, ani signalman during
that time. In reply toa member of the Gommitt c,he said therail-
way woikera uf Ireland whom he representeJ were ununimous for a
uniform teu hours' day; and, in answer to a further question, be
stated, inreference toovertime, that payment, therefore, would tend
largely tocheck the practice of overtime."

Whatever else these ieturusjmay or may not prove," says the
Nortliern Whig, referring to the Irish Census returns, " they show at
least tbat rebellion, or disloyalty, or even (Nationalism, does not

(Froman occasional Correspondent.)
THAT "all is quiet on the Potomac

"
is aboutall that can be said

conotJningaffairsinonr staid littlecity at present. This winter has
broughtmore thanordinary wintry stagnationtoall classes of busi-
ness. The effects of the last bad season and of the strike at the
beginningof the sammsr arebeing severely felt. When the farmers
in Canterbury suffer, tradein Christenurch almost dies. However,

peoplearelooking hopefully forwardfor belter times whea the winter
willbeover,though,indeed,while theColony continues tobacomedaily
moreand moredepopulateditisdifficult to seehowany great change
in regard toexisting depression cao take place. In same parts of
the worldall thesocial troubles arise froma supeiflaitv of population.
Inthis Colony tbe'majorityofoar troubled,Bocial and financial, is due
toa deficiency of population. In someof thebig cities of the Old
world,in dirty slums andstifling lanes, there are humm beings who
never saw a green field or smelled fresh country air ia the whole
course of their lives. There is no room for them in the country.
They must herdin the towns. Here weharemiles and miles of mag-
nificent unfilled land, which, properly utilised, would growsheep
aud wheat enough to feed the surplus population of Europe, and
there areno people to pat aspade or a plough into it. The spire
land is at this stfe "f the world. Tne natural heirs,accordiag to
socialist.c ethics, to itareat the other. Togetmatters straightsome
kind of barter, with hamm beings andacres as the exchangeable
commodities, should be arranged between the Old World theNew.
There is nousein our growing sleeps leepand wheat, tinning rabbits,and
making Eaiapoiand Mosgiel suits, when wehive noone toeat the
onespeciesof goois or to wear the other.

Bat though the times are bad there has baen sufficient m^ney
forthcoming torestore tha top of the Cathedral spire. The wosk is
goingon apace,and in a short time our great architectural glory will
haveassumed Its former graceful appearanca. While tbemen are at
work, as they ascend and descend tbe long ladders which are sus-
pended around the tower they seem to be about tbe siza of children

The Theatre has been closed for months. There has been no
drama'ic company here fora long time. Tbe visit of Madame Patey
has been tbe only rift in our clou ly theatrical firmament for man)
months. We shall toon forget whata drop scane is like.

Among thenames in the death list last w ek tnere id that. f Mr.
HaroldHasea', a young gentleman who was well known in atuletic
circles. He wasemployed in oneof thebvikshere,and was,Ithink,
well known down south. He caught typhoid fever in Wellington,
and returned home only to die. He expired on Saturday morniu^.
InMr.Hassal there has dieda manly man aada thorough gentlerna.i.

If there are scattered anywhere thrja,hiat New Zeilaul just
now afew millionaires who are anxious to leaveseveral hu jdrjdsof
thousands of pounds to cbaritabe instituting, anl ara in seach of
needy and deserving recipients upon wnotn to be3tow their bounty, I
oan supply them with the necessary information Right here in

Ohnstcharch, as a Yankee wool Isay, is just ths place tjdispose of a
coupleof sackfula of soverie^ns. Tha main outlets for practical
charity in Catholic religious matters just noware ac jllecion for ihi
Brothers'house, an art-union for (heBrothers'house,and a b zaar for
Bt. Mary's. All philanthropists who are interested in the proier

housing of the poor, should forwardat O'ic2 ahandsome donation for
theBrothers' h^os-. The Brothers are csrtaialy pojr,aud thiy have
unquestionably been verybvily housed. The kind-heartedOaris'ims
whointend to forward their cheques for the Brothers' house, cannot

do better than trump one good «ct with another and enclose a
second donation for St. Mary's. Father Lemenant has had up-hill
workin his new parish. Itis a poor and scatteredparish,andhe bas
many difficulties tocontend with. Ladies in Canterbury or beyond
it who have leisure to do either plain or fancy needle work,could not
do better in their spare time than toutilise a portion of it inmak ng
some email thing as a gift to this poor little h*rd-up church of Our
Lady. On Sunday morning Father Maroane acknowledged the
receipt of donations in money and work from various Convents.
Am >ng these were mentioned parcels from the Djminicdt,nuns,
Convents on the West Coast, the Barbadoes streetnuns, and the nuns
atLyttelton.

At eleven o'clock Mass at tha pro-Cathedral Father Aabrey
announced that the Bishop wou'd shortly return to his diocese, and
thatitwouldbe desirable to makehim apresentationuponbis anival.
Hehopedtbat the \i >jetj ct wouldbe taLenup warmly throughout the
diocese. Itestily echo Father Aubrey's wish. If the matterbe
takenupin tbe manner in which it deserves to be, a very substantial
proof of bis people's affection shoald await tbe Bshop upon his
''Jtarn. During his residence here, short though it wag, Bishop
Gmaes made himself thoroughly lovedbj his people,and most loved
by those whoknew him best. Ha is as cultured and as true-hearted
a gentleman as any who ever wore tbe mitre, and has completely
won, and well merits, tho esteemand affection of his flock. Any
thing which can be done tomike him feelupon his ieturn tha1. he is
heartily welcomedhome again should nut be left undone. The
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Bishop's healthhas beancompletely restore),and itis anticipated
thithe will arrire here io August or early in September.

Mr John Joyce ia tryinghis best to increase the facilities for
antying the matrimonial knot. Mostpeople who know much about
theminor working* of society inonr little colony, will,Ifancy,con-
clude ♥hatthe matrimonial bond does not require to ba farther
weakened.

DublinNotes.
(From the National Papers.)
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