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CHRISTCHUYU ROBA.

. _———
{From aa ocoasional Qorrespondeant.)

THAT “all is quiet on the Potomac " is about all that can be said
conogning affairs in our staid little city at present. This winter bas
brought more than ordinary wintry stagnation to sll classes of bausi-
ness. The effacts of the lsst bad soason and of the atrike at the
beginaing of the snmmer are being ssverely felt. When the farmers
in Caanterbary suffer, trade in Christchurch aimoat dies, Huwever
people are looking hopefully torward for better times whea the winter
will be over, thongh, indeed, while the Colony continu~s to bagomedaily
more and more depopulated it is diffizalt to sea how any great change
in regard to existing depression caon take place. I[n some parts of
the world all the soctal troubles arise from a superfluity of population.
In this Colony the'majority of oar troubles, social and financial, is due
to a deficiency of populaticn.  In syme of the big cities of the Old
world, io dirty slums aad stifling lanes, thare are homan beings who
never saw & greea field or smelled fresk country air in the whole
coursa of their lives. There is no room for .hem in the comniry.
They must herd in the towns, Hera we hava miles and milea of mag-
nificent untilled land, which, properly utilised, would grow sheep
aud wheat enough to feed the snrplun population of Europe, and
there are no people to put a spads or a plourh iato it. The apire
land is at this sita of the world, The ustural heirs, accordiag to
socialist.c ethics, to it are at the other. Togel matters straight some
kind of barter, with homin beings and acres as tha exchangenble
commeodities, eshould be arranged batween the Ol1 World the New.
There is no use in our growing 8 ieep and wheat, tioniog rabbits, and
making Eaispoi and Mosgiel suits, when we kive no one to eat the
one species of goo1s or to wear the other,

Bat thoogh the times are bad thers has bzen suflicient miney
forthcominy to restore thz top of tha Cathedral spire. The wowk is
going on apace, and in a short time our great architectural glory will
bave assumed Its former graceful appearancs. While the men are at
work, as they ascend and descond tbe long ladders which are sus-
pended around the tower they seem 2 be about the siz2 of children

The Theatre has been closed for montbs. There bas been no
drama'ic company here for a loag time. The visit of Madamns Patey
has been the only rift in our clou iy thestric4l firmament fur man)
montha, We shall soon forget whut a drop sczne is Like.

Among the names ln the death liet laat w ek tnere i that . £ Mr.
Harold Hasea', & young gentleman who was well knowa in athletic
circles, He wasemployed in oneof the bauky here. and was, I think,
well known down sonlb. He caught typhoid fever in Wellington,
and returned home only to die. He expired on Batarday mornjug.
In Mr. Hassal there has died a manly man acd a thorough gaatiema.,

If there are seattered anywh-re throuzhoat New Zealand just
row a few miliiongires who are anxious to leave several haadrads of
thousanda of pounds to charitab'e institutins, ani are in sea-ch ol
ncedy and desersing racipients upon wnom to bestow thelr bounty, L
can supply them with the nrcessary 1nformation, Bight bere in
Ohristicharch, as a Yankee woul 1 say, i3 just the piace ta dispose ol a
couple of sackfuls of soveriezas. Tho main outlets for practical
oharity in Catholic religious mattera just now are a ¢ollecrion for 1h)
Brothers' house, an art-union for the Brotbera’ house, and a b zaar for
8t, Mary’a, All philanthropists who are interested in the projer
housing of the poot, shoald forward at 01c2 a handsome donation fur
the Brotbers' hoos:., The Brothers are certaialy poor, aud they bave
unquestionably been very baliy boused. Tae kind-hearted Caoristiing
who intend to forward their chequee for the Brothers’ bouse, cannut
do better then trump one good act with another and cuoclose &
second donation £or 8t Mary's. Father Leomenant has had up-hili
work in his new parish, It i3 a poor and scattersd parish, and he has
many difficulties to contend with, Ladies in Canterbury or beyond
it who have leisore to do either plain or fancy needle work, epuld not
do better in their spare time than to utilise a portion of it in mak ng
some gmall thing as & gifl to this poor litde hard-np church of COur
Lady, On Sunday morning Father Marnane ackoowledged the
receipt of dorations in money and work from varioas Convents,
Amng tkege were mentioned parcels from the Dominicdw noos,
Convents on the West Coast, the Barbadoes street nuns, and the nans
at Lyttelion,

At eleven o'clock Mass at tha pro-Qathedral Father Aabrey
anncuiced that the Bisbop woun'd shortly return to his diocese, and
that it wonld be desirable to make him & presentation upon his aniival,
He hoped that tha 1) ¢t would be taken up warmly turoughout the
diocese, I be:rtily echo Father Aabrey's wish. Lf the matter be
taken up in the maoner in which it Ceserves to be, a very substantial
proof of hia people’s affection shoald await tbe B sbop wpoa bis
M . Dariog bia residence here, short though it was, Bishop
Gri¥aes made hime:lf thorongzhly loved by hiy people, and most loved
by those who knew blm best. He is as cultured and a8 true-hearted
a gentleman us ang who ever wore the mitre, and bas completely
won, and well merita, tha esteem and affection of his flock, Any
thing which can be doce to mike him feel upon his return tha: he is
beartily welcomed home azain should met be lett undome. The

Bishop's health has bean completely rostorel, and it is anticipated
that he will arrive here in Augnst or early in September.

Mr Jobn Joyce ia trying hin best to increase the facilities for
untyiog the matrimonial knot. Moat people who know mach about
the minor workings of society in onr little coloay, will, I facey, coa-
clode *hat the matrimonial bond does mot reguire to be farther

weakened,
Bublin Hotes.

(From the National Papers.)
Mu PiNxeRTON, M.P, speakaog at a * National Federation ” mesting
at Omagh said ‘' te wounld tell them, as a Protestant, that he wonld
ra hergee Ireland handed over to the control of ihe bishops and priests
of Ireland than given over to Mr Parne!l and hia followers,

The selection of a candilate for East Belfast is cansing mach
excitement in Couservative circles in Belfast. At a meeting of the
Executire Committee of the Belfast Conservative Association the
following names were selected—B8ir William Charly, Q O, Colonel
Calmont, the Solicitor-General, Mesare G, W. Wolfe, and James Hen-
derson. A sub-commuttee of the Association has been appointed in
order to eelect a candidate from the above list, so as to prevent the
possibility of a contrst. )

4 Sir Petar O'Brien, Bart,” iz now tha title of the Castle official
8o widely known as * Pecher the Packer.,” The time must soon come
when we shall sea an end of this rottea system of messaring the
bestowal of * honours " by the uapopularity of the recipients. The
system of making the Bench the reward of political unascrupulonscess
has rendered the Irish jusiiciary ao object of langhter ani contempt
to the oursiie weorld, There are, no doubt, some Irish judges who,
by their knowledeelof the law and their ability, are entitled to the
position they occupy, and to these the promotion of political adven-
turers is an insult and a degradation. The Caatle may call Mr,
O'Brien * Bir Peter,” or ** My Lord Chief Jus'ice,” but tothe country
be remiins the Packer and the Renezade, while hia colleazues on the
Beoeh will naver regard him as anythiog but a legat failare,

His Grace the Archbish p «f Dublin, in a letter published in the
HNational Press, proposes that the Catholic clergy shall take up the
work advoca ed by e Papual Ercye ical iu establishing bosrds of
arkitration for the settlement of trade disputes, As we are tbreatened
with another season of strikes, his Grace’s letter comes most oppor-
tunely to point the w:y of peaceful settlement. Mach kas been
accomplished in the past by the mediation and judgment of eminent
wea to put an end to the fierce lahour battles that so constantly arise;
but tim~, aud often opporturity,is Tozc in the appointment and sslec-
tio1 of muodiators acceptable to both masters and mea. We hope,
the rcfore, that the propusal by the Archbishop will be heartily taken
up nd will result in the ¢s ablishm:ont of & representative tribunal
that may be cff clive in saving ocur towns from the paralyaa
occasionsd by sceial strife.

Judging by his Glasgow speech, Lord Balisbury is already more
thin haif a coavert to Home Raie. Hc was once, we b:lieve, de-
scribed az a la b painted to Jovk Iike 1ron Despits an appearanee of
firmnrss, he is ucdoonbtedly a very phi:ble politician, and 1t is not
imprubanle that, find:ng the Home Hule current te be too strong for
toe Conservatives throughout the ccuntry, he is thinking of yielding
toit. He told s Glasgow asditors that he should Jike to give to
the muvicipid authorties the very utmost powsrs—accompanying
them with certain precautions in Ireland—to deal with all legislation
that 1s of & busineeslike oharacter. Does his Lordship intend to dish
the Liberals? Jf he adopis n Home Rule programme we eball see
ayme strange and sudden conversions. Gentlemen such as Lord
Fieldin: who are now pioclaiming that Home Ruale would mean the
destruction ot ihe empire, will then discover that it could not fail to
prove an eternal bleasicg,

Mr Foremau, seeretsry for Ireiznd to the Amalgamated Society
of BRailway Sesvants, was examined lately before the Seleet Com-
witlee apoointec to irquire int> the heurs of labour of railway
servants, Mr Foreman, 1o seply to a member of the comm!ttee, gare
several inatances where the Itish ralway servants hive worked for
fourteen hours per day consecntively for s:x days. He farther stated
tbat in one case sn engine-driver and fireman worked for twenty
boors at one time in driving fiom Letterkenny o Knniekillen and
back. In Drogheda a right waichman worked for thirteen houra
every day for the 365 days of the year, and had to perform the duties
of a stationmaster, bookiog-clerk, wa‘ehman, anl signalman dufing
that time. In reply to a member of the Committ: e, he said the rail-
way wolkerg of lreland whom he represcnted were unsnimous fora
uniform tes bours’day; &nd, o answer to & further question, he
stated, in reference to overtime, that paym:nt, therefore, wonld tend
lurgely to check the practice of overtime.

“ Whatever else these returmsymay or may oot prove,” says the
Northern Whig, referring 1o the Irish Census returas, “ they show at
least that rebellion, or disloyalty, or even |Nationalism, does not




