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unalterably opposed to the doctrine that a workingman is merely a
piece of machinery from which a9muchprofit aspossible is to be
extracted and when wornout tobe thrown aside as any other piece
of mechanism thathas survived its usefuleness.

This species of social paganism, however much it maybe en-

dorsedby politicaleconomists, ia so revolting to the Church that she
had never lost an opportunity of condemning it in the strongest
term9. Whilst she has everrecognised and defended the just claims
of capital, she haa never swervad ou*> nch from thepositionshe has
taken in regard to the dignity of man as the child of God and
the heir of Heaven. She has, therefore, a strong claim on the atten-
tion of wage-workers when she speaks on the Labour question.
Speaking inher name,LeoXIII.reminds us that the solution of the
Labour questionlies m the observanceof the great truths taught by
the Gospel.

It has been well said that if the Sermon on the Mount were
taken by all men as their guide in their dealings with their fellow-
men society would be regenerated from top to bottom. In the
synopsis of »he Encyclical thathas beenpublished the Holy Father
is representedasBaying that

"
the true solution caube found in the

Gospel, which, if rightly studied, would teach the employerand the
employed tobecome united while fulfilling their respectiveduties."

The HolyFather,however, recognises that in the default of men
taking the Gospel as their guide in right living something in the way

of alleviating thehard iot of labour can be accomplished by legisla-
tion. He holds that the State should countenance all institutions
that arelikely to improveexisting social conditions. Inthis connec-
tionhe deals with the questionof strikes, wages,and hours of labour
for workmen, andspeaks of the good results of woiking-men associa-
tions. The brief summaryof the Encyclical thathas been published
shows that thehead of the Catholic Church is in full sympathy with
the legitimateefforts labour is making in all countries to improve ita
condition. The Encyclical cannot fail to be a timely and valuable
aid to the solution of the gient social problems that are imperiousy
demanding attentionin all civilised lands.

FEARFUL EXPLOSION IN ROME.

of the explosionare ruined houses and otherbuildings, the walliof
which, in most cases, alone remain.

In the first reports of the accidentit was paid that theBasilica
of St. Paol Outside the Wallshad sufferedconsiderably. Thedamage
to the building was,however,confinedto the ff"ide,now in processof
erection, and to the stained-glass windows in the nave, whichare
completely shattered.

Leaving the scene of the accident, the loss to propertyia leu
striking. Some factoriesnear thePorta Portese had the tilesstripped
off their roofs, andinmany places the shatters and woodworkof the
windows are torn away or shattered.

In the Trasttveretearly all the glass is broken, and someof the
churches were closed for ashort time. At St. George in Velabro,
where the feast was being kept,the sprigs of box which it ishere
customary to strew in the churches onsuch occasions were mingled
with the fragmentsof the church windows.

St. John Lateran has tost a great deal of glass inside the church
as wellas the windows,

St.Andrea delle Frattehas lost everypareof glassin the church
and a greatdealof the woodworkas well.

At the Gesuthere wasa second tragedy later in the day. A man
who was mending thebroken windows there fell from the ladder on
to themarble pavementof the ohurchand waskilled.

There ia probably not a church in Rome that has not lost ita
glass to some extent,butnowherehas the loss been so greatas at the
Tatican. The painted window on the Grand Staircase is a complete
wreck. On the first staircase the erormous stained-glass windows
representing bS. Peter andPaul, whiob were the gift of the late King
Maximilian of Bavaria to Pius IX. and which are familiar toevery
one who has visited Rome,are entirely rained. The Loggie of Rafael
lost nearly every pane, though the upper Loggie was almost un-
injured. The whole Cortile of St. Damasus looks aB if itbad been
bombarded. Even the clock haa lost its face. The Pope's Library
was laid open to windand weather, though the room where theHoly
Father was at the time was unharmed. But theAudience Chambers
wereso damaged that the audience which waato havebeen heldon
th»t day, and to which Iwas invited, had to be postponed. St,
Peter's is in tie sameplight as theVatican, while the Hall of the
Beatificationhas had nearly all its panes sweptaway.

The entire extentof the damage is yetunknown. Itis estimated
already at enormous sums, while tbo question is being raised as to
who is responsible.

The whole catastropheis a warning as to surrounding a city of
monuments such as Rome with such dangerous neighbours, anditis
to be hoped the ItalianGovernment will le*rn the lesson andevacu-
ate th'1 other magazineß without farther delay.

BODY-SNATCHING.

TORN FROM THE GRAVE.

(Froma Special Correspondent of the LiverpoolCatholic Timet.)
Eablton St.George's Day Rome became the sceneof a catastrophe
which waß attended with themost disastrous consequences. Fortu-
nately, the loss of life is email, but the damage done toproperty is
enormous. At ten minuten past sevenin the morninga severe shock
was felt throughout the city. The earth trembled, buildings shook,
and a tremendous report luudrr than thunder was heard. A* the
same moment windows were shattered in all directions. Women
ran shrieking into the streets, and the no:se ciuaed by the breßkirg
glass and the echois cf thereport led everyone to believe that build-
ings were falling inevery direction.

The confusion was indescribable. Peoplo in the churches found
the windows falling about their ears. Priests saying Mass were sur-
prised at the altar by a shower of glass anddust, while the gener d
panic was increased by the fact that the origin of the disaster was un-

known. Shortly,however, a ti.ick column of smoke was perceived
in the direction of Porto PoNeae, anditsoon became known that an
explosion had occurred at the Powder Magazine about three miles
from the city walls.

The magazine was situated on the side of <\ hill well coverel with
vineyards and miny buildings. When the powder was first stored
there many remonstrances were made about the danger cf having it
■o near the city. But the Government, bent onsurrounding Rome
with forts, persisted in their intention, and large quantities of.
cartridges werestored there.

Shortly before the explosion two soldiers on duty were wa/ced
by a captain of the approaching calamity. Ih«y escaped, but he
was thrown down by the force of tha shock and severely injured.
He still lies in a precarious condition, but it is hoped that he will
recover.

Many others in theneighbourhood were enabled by timely warn-
ing toescape, but the great anxiety was tosave theboys at the Vigna
Pit. This is a largeagricultural school founded by Pius IX., for the
purposeof instructing poor boys inagriculture and the care of vines.
The greater pan of the lads weretold torun over thebill andgot

safely away. The youngest ones were gathered under a vault which
the Brother in attendance thought the safest place in the case of an
accident, 80 in the event it proved. The building was completely
wrecked. The vault alone escaped, and the Brother had the satis-
faction of Baying his boys from anything worse thancuts from falling
glass and some bruises. Others were not so fortunate. A poor
Dominican friar was struck down in his garden and was carried
away todie. In another place,from amass of fallen masonry and
timber,a hand was Been opening andshutting convulsively,mutely
appealing for help. Every effort torescue the unfortunate man was
made, but dibris continued to fall inas fast asit was cleared away
sad the task wasa hope'esa one. laevery direction from the scene

An ExtraordinaryCase haalately comeunder ournotice, Itappear
that Mr H. A.Crane, who travels over tbis and the adjacent colonie
in the interests of one of the tar^t importing firms in this city,and
therefore ia a well-kncwn mah ali'over the colonies, baa lately been
in very indifferent health. lie hadsuffered from a severeshaking
at the Windsor Railway Smash, and had been under the treatmentof
the bett physicians in Melbourne and Sydney. The most trouble-
somesymptom wasNeuralgia, which was txcrirciatingly painful ;ha
had been a sufferer from this complaint on and off for years, bnt
since the acddent Le had suffered tea times worse than ever. He
cocsulted physician after physician without benefit; they told him
amongst them, he had everycomplaint from atrophy of the liver to
heart disease. His casa was so remarkable that wegive his own ver-
sion of it in his own words, considering that he hRg hadamiraculous
escape from acute suffering, if not from an untimely grave. He
says:—

For the last seven yenrsIhavebeen a victim to themost excru-
ciating agony from neuralgia, and also Buffered from extreme ner-
vousness. Itried hundreds of ec-called specifics, but withoutavail,
and, being a commercial traveller, am particularly liable tocolda
from exposure to draugbts, etc.;a slight oneeven always fled to my
facialnerves, andcaused acute neuralgic pains,preventin? sleep, and
causing excessive sympatheticheadache. Isaw CLEMENTs' TONIO
advertised, procured a bottle, and in two days thepain was com-
pletely cured, a consummation Ihad never expected,and amdeeply
tharkful for s*me. Thi9 whs four months ago, and from then till
now Ihave never had the slightest twinge of the excruciating tor-
tureIused to have. You may make what useof this you like.

Yours gratefully,
HENRY A. CRANE.

We al6O received similar letters from T. Garrett, E?q.,M.P., who
mfs :—

"
He has found Clements Tonic a great aid to appetiteand

digestion," and from Mrs Whalley, who wasquite wornout, tired,
weak and unable to move. She tock seven bottles of Clements
Tonic, and now can eat, work,and sKep, and is stronger thanever
before.

We could go on like this with evidence that proves the value of
Clements Tonic inacute diseases rightdown the column,and then
for yards over the edge of the paper, so inexhaustable is our supply
of influential and positiveendorsement. We will send full particu-
lars of the diseases Clements Tonic is suitable for on receipt of
yournameand addrcw. F.M. CLEMBNTS,NEWTOWN, SYDNEY
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