
take place onFriday the 26th inst., at 10.30 a.m., and the relativesand friendsof thechildren are freely invited toattend.
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The famous English contralto.Madame Patey, commence! a
short concertseason in the GarrisonHall,Dunedin, to-morrow (Thnrs-
da\) evening. Madame Patey enjoys thehighest reputation in her
profession in the Old Country,and itis to the credit of the musical
taste of the Colonies thather singing herealsohas beenhighly appre-
ciated. Everywhere she has delighted crowded audiences. The
company by which she is supportedare also highly spokenof.

CHRISTCHURCH.

The latest important deliverance reported on Iri-h affairstakes the shapeof an »rticle in theNational Press from tbe pea oftbeArchbishopofDublin. His Grace declares that Home Rule is a
forlornhopefor thepresent century. Bornerelief,however,isaffordedns in the consideration that the centuryhas reached its last decade.
Still the postponement of thegreat mersure for even ten years mustseem to us a grievous disappointment.

Mb Beeves's Labour Bills,— Factory Bill, Truck Bill, Bhop
Hours Bill, appear to be very much to the point and to containnothing that is not desirable. Butwhata comment do we not find
in the Shop Hours Bill on the selfishnessof someand the greedof
others. Had thepublic beenduly considerate and shop-keepersas arulemoderatein theirdesiresnosuch Billwould havebeennecessary,
And what is now made amatter for legislation would have beenbrought about by mutual consent. There is nothing extraordinary
in theBill,which provides for tbe closing of shops at 6 p.m. on four
days of toe week,at 9 p.m. onone andat 2 p.m. onanother, the par-
ticular days not being specified. Among the shops exempted weperceive that those of the tobacconistsareincluded. But why should
this be, tobacco being neithera necessary of life nor a perishable
waref The Bill,however,is deserving of support.

The Financial Debate was openedon Tuesday evening by the
Hon.J. Bryce, who madean attack on tbe proposals of the Govern-
ment, and pointed out several respects in which they must prove
ruinous to the conncry. The Hon. Member's speech, however,
savoured rather ofclap-trap, and Mr Reeves, whoreplied to it, had
not much difficulty in exposing its sophistries. Mr Macarthur fol-
lowed with a speech which was characterised by the Hon. J. G.Wardas one of the bitterestandmost fault finding whichitbad everbeen his lot to hear— but which, nevertherless,does not appear to be
considered a verybrilliant effortevsnby supportersof the party to
whom the Hon.Member belongs. Itis believed that the debate will
be protracted.

The Bey.Michael Kelly, S.J., whose death has recently taken
place inSydney,paida visit of a few weeks last summer to Dunedin,
en route for thehotsprings. Those of us who thenhad thehappiness
of makinghis acquaintancecan fully understand the reputation for
"anctity which we are told he enjoyed among people who were
intimatewithhim. We regret to learn that his visit, in search of
renewed health, to New Zealandproved so sadly unsuccessful. Still
hehadcertainly benefitedin aconsiderabledegree by his short stay
in this city. While here, he frequently celebrated Mass andpreached
once in St.Joseph's Cathedral.— R,lP.

"A Commission of Cardinals will henceforth administer Papal
property, owing to irregularities in management during the past."
If thereis any truth atall in this itis that the Pope has taken some
measures to try and protect the remnant of the Pap<il properly from
theplundering Government,

The Labourparty have had a success in the elections for New
South Wales, returning several of their representatives. Sir George
Grey has been equal to the situation and cabled his congratulations.
Butdoes not Sir George in turn deserve to be congratulated— on his
astuteness?

"The German Government is considering the question of for.
bidding pilgrimages from Alsace and Lorraine to Mount Bouner,
Loundes, andother places in France ona plea that superstition and
Ignorance are fostered thereby. The real reason is a political one.
The people of those provinces, af<er visiting France, are moreirri-
table and uneasyunder their German rulers." We do not know
where "Mount Rouner " is, nor can we conjecture what place is
meant by the name, but Loundes of course means Lourdes. If the
German Government, however, again mase an attack on r^igion
they Will again live to repent it. Religious pilgrimages can only
encouragea spirit of submission to all that U just and right,and if
the German Government fear the sentiment to be thus aroused, there
is proof positive that their presence inAlsaceand Lorraine is an out-
rage on justice.

"
Of a total of127,000 subscribedtowards thePlan of Campaign,

£3000 is unaccounted for, £20,000 was granted to tenants, £47,000
went in fees to lawyers andbarristers,and £40,000 was Bpent on New
Tipperary." This is probably a composition intended to affect the
missionof Mr J. R. Cox,M.P,,. to the colonies. Were itotherwise,it
would be rather an eye-ope|ij|^w the phrise ie, and that in more
Benses than one. With all cr^Wppect to the Bar, none of us could
wish tosee its members gor^Bftfcy^r like that

—
hardly even if Sir

George Grey'sBill had were all among them—
every man Jack of us. Bn^Nf^^^^^BEtis toba hoped, we would
rcuftAbtx ttathonejty, aa tM^ry^Btnebtet policy.

(Fromourown Coir«Bpondent.)
June 23, 1881.

~
TheTridnnm which wascelebrated throughout the Dioceseof Christ-
church inhonour of St. Aloysius duri ig the past week was brought
toa close on Tuesd\jevening at the Pro-Oathedral by a Procession
of the BUssed Sacramaot, aii the solemn dedication of thenewly
formed guild ofB r. Aloysim tj the pitroaage and protection of that
great moiel andguardiai of youth. The Tery Rev. Father Cum-
mings preached aneloque it aid impressive sermon on the life and
virtue^of this servant of God, to a very large congregation, many of
whom weremembers of ofher denominations. After dealing withthe
principal points of the saint's life, his consecration by his mother to
the service of God, his father's determinate that he should be a
soldier, his own choice of a profession, which was that of a humble
member of the Society ofJesas, and his death atanearly age whilst
spiritually and temporarily assisting the plague-stricken—

the Sev.
Speakerbrought out into prominent relief the principal virtues for
which he wasdistin^aiabe t. Taese ware the virtues of purity, self-
denial, love of QA, love of the aeighbjur, and love of the Church,
virtues which werenot practised to any great extent at thepresent
day by the world, n>t even by our Catholic people. St. Aloysius
wasourmodel andif we ful.owedinhis footsteps we wouldoneday
enjoy his society among the elect in the Kingdom of God.
Iregret very much to have to chronicle that oneof the good

Sisters at the Convent lies dangerously ill. At.Mass andat Vespera
on Sunday theprayers of the congregation were asked in anespecial
manner for the recovery of Sister Joachim.

The roll-stuffing by the brewers had contributed in no small
degree to tbe success of theProhibitionistsat the last licensing elec-
tion in our erstwhile model borough of Sydenham. It would seem
indeed as if the bungling of the Prohibitionist Committee was likely
tobriagridicule anddisaster on their cause. WhenJudge Denniston
threw his legal bomb-shell in their midst there were only two courses
open to them

—
either of which would entitle them to the respect of

all moderate minded men, to stand to their colours arid refuse all
licenses, or else resign theirjposition and appealagain to the electors.
They have done neither, but have S2t themselves to regulate the
liquor traffic in the district in open violation of their election
pledge and in direct opposition to their oft-repeated assertions
that the liquor trade is a curse and a blight wherever itis, and that
it cannot be regulated by the law of the land. Even very
indifferent politicians change their opinions gradually, ani only
after the lapse of reasonable time, but the Sydenham
Licensing Committee have out-distanced even the most inveterate
rail-sitting independent, for in the shortspace of six weeks they have
run counter to their public professions, swallowed their plighted
words, andcommenced to grant certain licenses for the sale of that
which they consider tobe a vile moral poison. Inpromising togrant
two out of the eight licenses they seem to be guided by a very
peculiarstandara for prohibitionists,that is, the drinking capacity of
the neighbourhood in contra-distinction to the requirementsof the
travellingpublic. They refused, on "

their own motion," whatever
that maymean, torenew the license of the Southern Cross Hotel, the
nearest one to the saleyards, and within a quarter of a mile of the
A.and P.A.showgrounds, whichareused formany public gatherings.
Surely it is'ioconsistent for men who profess such a hatred for drink
to set somuch valueon a bar tradesnd so little on accommodation for
travellers. The adjournment meeting was heldon the 22nd inst,,
when the further consideration of those licenses which were not tobe
renewed was taken into consideration, and also evidencein support
of the applications, showing that, such houses were required in the
various localities. After receiving a vast amount of evidence as to
the wants of theneighbourhood and the manner in which «aeh hotel
has been conducted, the committee adjourned again until the 23rd
inst., when itis hoped common sense and justice will guide them in
their decisions.

OnMonday evening, June 22, an entertainment was given inthe
boys'school by the "Black Swan?,

'
a dramatic and musical combi-

nationcomposed of anumber of our Catholic young men, a notice
of which appeared some time since in your columns. Thii was the
best of itskind that has taken place here for a long time, both from
an artistic and musical point of view, the farce being well staged
and excfediDgly well played, whilst the musical items were
thoroughly appreciated by a ciowded and enthusiastic house, at
tractedno doubt by a very liberal programme, and also by the very
popular object Jot whichit wasgot up— the funds for building the
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