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PROSPECTING IN MASHONALAND,
————
(B.A, Catholic Magasine,)
THE following extracts from a letter addressed by Mr Frank Mandy
to Mrs Mandy, in Graham's Town, have been placed at our disposal
for publication. Althongh dated as far back ns Janunary the letter
was received only in April :—
Fort Balisbury, January 26th, 1891,

One who went away in all the pride of his health and strength
was the first to die, Upington left us full of spirits, strung and
hanlthy ; but bafore cight n message came back with a note which
informed us that he had accidentally shot bimself and requesting
help. We decided that I should stay behind and take charge of the
invalida at the cemp and tbat Armstrong should go and see to
Upington, He sent us a note the following day to the effect that
Upington had had & marvellous eacape. He was adjusting the bridle
of his horse with his loaded rifle leaning againat his breast when the
charge exploded and the bullet entered just below his left breast and
came out above the collar bone, miracnlously breaking no bones and
without entering the cavity of the chest. He was comparatively
slightly injured and was able to ride and continue his journey. He
snd hie companion had just fired at & fine lion which they almost
rode npor in the long grass, and which lay locking at them not more
than tec or twelve yards away. It was in urder to follow up this
lion which was only a short distanca off from them that Upington
was engaged in adjusting his bridle. Armstrong and Upington
arrived at Fort Salisbury and a doctor was sent for at voce, He
examined the wonnd and prooounced it slight and not at all
dangerous, Kverything was going on well and the wound rapidly
bealing, Upington going to Commurion on Christmas Day. Buton
the next evening wher sitting chatting in froat of the house he com-
plawned of great pain in the wound and a rapid change for the worse
get in, In fact erysipelas had come on and though everything
possible was done by those around him and the doctor was in con-
etant attendance, he died on the following afterncon at 5 pm,
Fatber Hartmann gave him the last Bacraments early in the day
when he was still comparatively strong. He was in fall possession
ol all his senses, and knew he was going to die, but was {fully pre-
pared for it. His heart was atrong and brave, and he was cheerful
snd even joking up to the last, He died quietly in his sleep, , . .

One sfternoon who should write Gp to the camp but Father
Harimann, He had reeeived orders from Father Daignault to visit
the native chiefs, not konowing that more than a hundred miles of
roadless country separated the differcnt gold districts, and the
pioneera are scattered in small parties over fiva of them, However,
Father Hartmann wasa very welcome visitor to us. He said Mass
for us every morning and helped us to nurse Dr Brett, Abont fifteen
miles to the north of Mount St Mary's was a rather important chief
called Zimba, with whom we had maintained very friendly velations,
Nothing would satisfy the little Father but that he must pay Zimba
a visit for missionary purposss. Providing him with a boyas a guide
and food for the journey, wesaw him off. He was to sleep there and
retarn the next day, Some houra after his departure his horse came
st full speed into the camp, and we knew that he had off-saddled
somewhere and his horse had galloped off and left him in the veldt,
It was too late to do anything that night, but next morning I saddled
up, and faking the Father's horse, etarted for Zimba to meet him,
About midday 1 arrived at the town, situated oo the top of a very
high end precipitons grasite hill covered with immense boulders,
Whilst still more thar a mile from the town I hesrd the drums beat-
ing, not only in the prineipal town, but from the top of all the sur-
rounding hitls, The nearer I got the louder grew the din. Thevops
of the hills and the buge granite boulders that crowned them were
fringed with a dense mass of black figures all watching my ap-
proach and all shouting at the top of their voiges. All this
drummwing and shouting was io my honour, and I received a most
flattering reception, As scon as I arrived on the first platean of the
kill, ont of breath with my climb and leading the horees, I was met
by a depulation bearing the chief’s compiiments and a large pot of
beer which I drank with great relish. I waa then escorted to the
cbief, whom I found in hia but in coirpany with about fifty or sixty
people in & small room. A fire burped in the middle and everyons
shone with perspiration—it streamed down my face in rivers, More
beer was drunk, and then I told them the object of my vigit. The
chief informed me that Father Hartmann bad arrived the previons
evening on foot and bad left to return that morning accompanied by
twelve men, After drinling more beer and losing gallons of moisture
through the pores of my skin, I bade tbe jolly crew farewell, The
whole town turned out to see me off. The drums heat, and long after
I had left the town bidden from me by adensely ¥coded belt I conld
still bear the drume beatiog and the people shouling their farewell
to me. But Inever wished to bave such a ride again, Both going
and reterping I was assailed by millions of blind fiies, They covered
the horses and their bites nearly maddened the poor brutes, The
blocd streamad from their bodics, 1 dared 1ot dismount for fear
they should break away from me, ss had no doubt happened to Father
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Hartmenn. His horee had evidently tied the moment the saddie waa
off hia bask and gone to our cawmp, knowing that tkbers at least there
were no flies, The bites of the insects are like stabs of needles. I
reached tie camp and found that Father Hartmann had returned
safely.

In this conntry on the platean the climate is glorious, never hot,
and the air exhilarating, Even down where wae are at Mangame I
do not think the climate is unhealthy, The fever from which ouf
party suff red was very mild aod was caught from our proximity to
the river,

You can form no ides of the esteem in which Father Hartmann
is held by all in this country, I don't say a word too much when I
tell you that he is really loved by one and all—Protestant and
Catholic. The little man was actually about to start from my place
on Maogame for the goldfields on the Umfuli, moe than seventy
milea away, withont a guide or anyone to go with him, to visit the
Catholics down there. But I would not allow him. I told him that
1 Lad just received a letter from Father Daignault scking me to take
carg of him, and my firet act io that direction was positively to forbid
kim to attempt such a thing, Endless forasts, ro roads or even pathes
numbers of liona, rivers liabie to become impassable at any moment
and full of crocodiles, in fact, dangers of such a character s to make
the journey withoot a guide or an escort nothing short of folly.
Hia duty to bis superior would have made him disregard every danger
but for my opposition. The terrific thunderstorms alone should
prevent such a journey. The surest way to get fever in this country
is to get weti

The more I sea of thia country the more I lika it, although in ita
wild uninhabitable state there are many vexations to put up with,
Plagues in ihe shspe of flies—blindflies in millions, which bite as 1
bave before deacribed, other flies not by any mesans blind and quite
an inch long with eyes as big as peas. When these last stab you,
yos jump and eay nsnghty words. Midges in billions—* fiymng
fleas "' I call them —which settle on you aod caume intense irritation.
Other midges which settle on your face, hands and hairin a thick
crust and each one with a sword. Thea there are lions, wolves, and
& number of lesser evils, which will all disappear when the country
is occupied, Mind these pests don’t come on all at once; one takes
the piace of the other as time rolls on, in the summer—the preceding
plague ceasing almost immediatly on the appearance of the fresh
ooe For two monthe on the Mangame {wo lions were our conatant
pightly visitors, They would spend the night roariog seldom more
than two hundred yards away from our camp, and would often not
leave us before B o'clock in the morning, but they never did us an
injury, When Father Hartmann came to the camp they left ug—I
bope for good. Wolves are very impudent and sometimes come right
into the camp stealing antelopes heads and skins. Now the rest of
the pioneers have heard of our whereabouts, cumbers are Bocking
to the oew fielde digcovered by us, rad we shall soos have lots of
ecompany.,

Begides the sad disaster resulting in the death of Upington, therc
has heen anotber tragical occurrence in quite & different part of
the country. A number of pioneers went down to the eastward to
occupy the Manica country. With them was a gentleman named
Bsumann. Whilst on the march he suffered somewkat From the
chating of his boots. He remained behind to take them off, telling
the others he would catch them up. They went slowly on bat ss
Baumapn did not appear men were gent back to search for him. The
place was found where he had sat down, but since that time nothing
bad been aeen or heard of him. Denis Doyle and 200 natives had
been scouring the country high and low—but in vain. The thing
only that ¢an have befallen him is death from having been seized on
by a lion, for since then & party of natives was camped on the same
spot, and whilat eitting on the grouad in the broad daylight a lion
spraog into their midst and carried off one of them, Other fatalities
have occurred in other parts, On the road up a young man was
gored to death by an ox. Aunother was seized by a crocodile. Thera
is poma small amonnt of sickness in different parta of the country,
and the umversal opinion is that we are in the ricbest gold country
in the world, and one unsurpassed for agricultural advantages and
general farming.

Se———————

The various Trades Unions of Wellington took the cccasion of
Mr T, SBewerd entering upon the proprietorship of the Picr Hotel to
entertain that gentleman at & smoke concert. A spleadid spread was
provided in the large room of the Pier Hotel, to which about sixty
did ample justice, Mr Grabam occupied the chair, and aiter the
usual loyal toaste bad been given, Mr Millar proposed the toast of
* Qur Visitors,” coupled with the names of Mr Judge and Mr Slater,
vice-president and secretary respectively of the Utago Tra es and
Labour Council. The toast of ' Our Guest” was the next on the
list, the honoure being most enthusiastically given, with one cheer
more for “ I'akapuna Tom.” # The Parlinment of hew Zealand '’
wae responded to by Mr George Fisher, M.H.K. Beveral other tonsts
were given during the evening, being interspersed wuh songs and
musical selections by the band., The party bruke up at a late hour
after having spent 2 most enjoyable evening, all present Joining 1n
cordial gogd wigbes towards Mr Beward in bis new venture,
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