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Scotch Notes.
Thb eighth centenary of the death of St. Margaret, which occurs inNovember1893, will be celebratedby the opening of a church underher invocation at Damfermlinc. A suitable site was secured sometime ago through the generosity of agentleman since deceased,and
preparations for commencing thebuilding including ihe very neces-sary oneof solicitingsubscriptions, arebeing busily carried on.

The Glatgon Mailreports an act of devotionon thepart ofanEnglish lady visiting the West of Ireland. Daring an outbreak of a
virulent feverat Benvyle in Connenura, she wentboldly into oneof
the worst cabins in the place, where several peoplelay ill,and per-
"onally nursed them day andnight, until competent aid to replace
her wai obtained. This heroic lady, a Miss MaDder, the Mailadds,had been a witnessin the recent trials at Cork, whenshe wasroughly
handledby the Crown counsel,in giving evidence as to the conductof thepoliceat Tipperary court house.

hands of those whose licences aremaintained." The writer qnotesfin proof cf his argament, the conditionof things in Edinburgh. »" In1888." be says,
" there were803 licencesgranted intbecity. In1890,

there were 769— that is, the licences had been reducedby34. In1888, the total number of people apprehendedwas6,996. In 1890thenumber waa 6,336. Of luesa thenumber W
,
IO were drunk when

they were apprehended was 3,932 in 1888, and 4,306in 1890. Still
further the number of persons found drunk and incapable in thestreets was, in 1888, 2,190,and in 1890 it was 2,235." In reply to
the objection that the difference was caused by the increase in the
population, the writer states that tbepercentage topopulationbothofapprehensionsand drunkenness washigher in 1890 than ithadbeen
in1888. "There is no possibility of mistaking these figures," headds. "

They show as plainly as anything canshow that there is noreduction indrunkennesscaused by the reduction in licences." Tbe
writer pursues his investigations at somelength, tracing the state ofthe case since the year 1854,and always withsimilar results. His
conclusion is the following;— « The lesson is one that ought to botaken to heart. Let those whoareurging that injustice should bedone tohonest men woo have invested tbeir money in a business
sanctionedby the law think whatthey aredoing. They have a £oodobject. They wish to reduce drunkennesss. All the figures go to
Bbow8bow that tbe result of their ac ion is not the attainment of theirobj-ct. Education will help them;restriction willnot."

Ths nnfortunate crofters have made another boldmovefor the
recovery of their homes. A party of them recently proceededfrom
OroMbost tore-enteron the possession of their confiscated holdings
in thrt deer forestat Park— intending toplant potatoes, rebuild theirhuts, and liveupon venison and fisb until the crop was ready to dig.The superior force of the law, however, inteifered with the success of
the daring plan, and the upshot was that a representativenumber of
the adventurers were sent to gaol. Feeling in the island neverthe-le««, is strongly in their favour— and if the voxpopuliia this instance
speaks tbe truth themenare the victims of grous ii.justice. Itseemb
indeed a very flagrant c*se of the deer against the man.

The ceremonyof the profession of a Dominican nun which took
placerecently at the convent of Our Lady Help of Christians atGrieff, was especially interesting as the first profession in the older,
whichhad occurred in Scotland since the Reformation. The com-
munity in question are conducting schools with markeJ successthough in the face of difficultiesand opposition.

Itis much to be feared that Scotland bids fair to lose her time-
honoured reputation for piety. At Last if the stata of affairs preva-lent inDundee is tobe tak>n as typictl,anisjme who ought toknow
say it v so, a very melancholy prospect oppns b >fore us. A censushas just been taken by the staff ..f the Dundee Advertiserrelative to
the attendance at the city churches, with the remit tha' a woeful
falling off is show- as compared with that was the custom ten years
ago. Then the attendanceat forenoon worship numbered coseupon
31,000;now it amounts to little more than 24,000. The number of
churches meantime has increased from 85 to 94 -four meetinghouses
or barracks of tbe Salva'ion Army being reckon -d among them.The percentage to populationof cburch-goe/s ten yearsago was22;
to-day it19 15. If, th->rt.fore, as we have said is prob>bly the case',
this state of thin? appies to tha whole country the downward pathupon which Scotbnd has set out is evident. The Scotch people,infact, are losing one of their distinctivepowers of physical and moralendurance— that of sitting out with patience and even some feeling
of stolid Contentment a service of the Presbyterian kirk. How far
the national charac er is otherwise destined to degenerateremains to
be seen.

Somecurious revelations with respect to the religious condition
of the Highlands have just beenmade, in theFree Church Synodof
Sutherlandand Caithness. It appears from the report on religion
and morality read on the occasion that godlinessand whiskey-drink-
ing are looked uponby the primitive congregations as inseparably
connected. Some striking instances of this were quoted,and the
sorrowful conclusion was arrived at thatanearly introductionof tota1
abstinence, or perhaps «yen of temperance,among thepeoplein ques-tion, couldnot be expectedto result in success.

YoungColonials are particularly well representedin the Faculty
ofMedicineattached to the University of Edinburgh. Out of 1,979
medical studems 270 belonged last year to the British Colonies,
exclusive of India, whichhad sent 99.

Jennie Geddes has had ahumble imitator at Kirriemuir, where
some weeks ago the serenity of the Sabbath worship of a U. P.Kirk was disturbed by a zealous lady. In godly indignation she
aimed her Bible at » member of the choir whohad so far forgotten
himself as to fall asleepduring the eermon. Whether thepiousdame
is to be blftmed for an irreverentuse of the "

unaided Word
"

or
praised for her fervour must be left as a question for the elders of
the Kirk todetermine. And,indeed, itmay form as important asub-
ject asmany that divide their attention.

The belief that time is money appears to prevail largely atCampbeltown. The Highland parish minister there complainsof the
unseasonable hours at which he ia commonly called upon to perform
the marriage ceremony. Bometimes it is at miduight, sometimes
before five o'clock in tbe morning, the important rite being
apparently fised for a moment wben there is nothing else to be done.
Or do prudent Scotch lassies ioeist on taking the ball at the hop, as
the saying is?

By the death of Dr. Patrick Stirling of Dunblane, Scotland has
recently lost aman who, besides being distinguished as anotary and
land agent on an extensivescale, held a very respectableplacein the
world of letters. Inearly life he had beena pupil of the famous Dr.
Chalmers. A work of his entitled

"
Gold Discoveries

"
attained to

something like Europeanfame.

The Scotsman,of April 18,publishes a leader on the reduction
of licenses. "

Many of the Magistrates atLicensing Courts," itsays"
unquestionably believe that theyaredoinga good thing in tbe cause

of temperance by reducing the number of licences. They aie mis-
taken. They are simply increasing the valueof themonopoly in the

Anevidently authoritative expositiontf the budget of tbe Va i-
can has beenpublished by a Catholic Munich piper. Tne Sovereign
Pontiffs annual expenditure for his own household, and for allmatters not comprised under tbe other departments, amounts to£20,000. Tbe Sacred G >llege is maintained on £28,000 ; poordioceses receive a subvention of £18 000; for the Apostolic PalacesHis Holiness is at a charge of £72 000; the State Secretariate costs£40 000, and the salary of funcuo anes andofficials £60 000;schoolsai;d charities aresupplied by £48 000.

It is sated that Barnum has died worth 5,000,000d018. Thecauseof death wasoldajze,&"* hehad noorganic diuea&<\ For twenty-one weekshe had been struggling against death. For several hoursbefore his death he was unable to speak, but he gave occasionalglances of recognition to the friends around him. The '"
GreatestBhow on Earth

"
will be continue1,as 3,500,000d0i5. are invested init. Accordingboth to Mr Barnum's will and the articles ot partner-ship withMr Bailey, who has been responsible for most of the busi-ness done ia Mr Barnum's name in recent years,a generousprovision

has beenmade for all dependent?. His chief heir is a grandson, whowill havea fortune that is estimated at 5OOO.OOOdoIs. Here is acharacteristic story told of Barnum during his last visit to England :"
W« 11, Mr Barnum," said an illustrious personage to tbe greateh w-

man at the Agricultural Hall,as the Household tr<>op» w*-ntby inamu-ical ride, " would you not like to run the Life Guards in theSiates?" '-Sir," he answered, "Ihave do desire to iun the LifeGuards ;butIwill give good terms to be allowed to run your hoyalHighnepe."— Cork Examiner.
Mr Spurgeon, who occasionally reviews books himself in hisSwordand Trowel, has been picking the ti bits for his readers out of

Mi Wuodcook's
"

Primitive Methodism on the Yorkshire Wolds."Ihf pastor of the Tabernacle is particularly pleased witi Yorkshirecriticism of sermons. Here is one of them: "Ah say,Mister, yonpreeched a goodish sermon to-night ;but if it had been cut short atheath ends,and set a-fire in the middle, it wada dean usmere good."
Mr Spurgeon

" scarcely remembers a better criticism than this,'* andsays it might be applied to many of the discourses and speeches
which oneheais nowadays. Another story tells of a not very flueat
you g man who, being in the habit of savins in his prayers "Lord,
help me toprey,'1 was answered one night by an old man's ejacula-
tion, "

And the Lord help thee togive ower.'" '
How heartily,"re-

marks Mr Spurgeon, "
could we say 'Amen ' to such apray.r in the

c se of a long-winded brother." Mr Spurgeon also likes the story ofthe clergyman who at a noisy prayer-meeting commanded silenceandsaid, '"My dear friends, the Lordis not deaf. Now, don't you think
you could pray a little more quietly? You iemember, when the
temple wasbeingbuilt at Jerusalem, there wasno sound of any to,>ls
beard in it while building." " Yes, Sir," said one of the brothers," that's all very true;but you see we're not building the temple,
we'reblasting the rocks."
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