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(From the National Pspers.)
TEE French Government are at present buying in Ireland all the
horses they can obtain that are snitable for cavalry mounts, Ten
yery fine animals have been already shipped for France, Thiais a
hint to enterprising readers of the Irish farming class, Horse-
breeding can be made a very lucrative braoch of their business;

There is a goed deal of regret and annoyance in Irish Oatholig
citclen that the Cnstody of Children Bill, which came from the
Gpper House, should have passed through the committeo stage in the
Hougs of Commons, under a belief, by the Aitorney General, that
all gactions, Catholic and Protestant, were in favour of it, A tele.
smm putting a different aspect nupon the matter was received recently
by Mr Justin M‘Carthy from Mr Bexton, who has been in communi-
cation with the Irish Archbishops and Bishops concerning several
amendments they desire to have proposed.

From a statement laid before Parliament, it appears that the
aspots of the Irish Reproductive Loan Ford consist of £43,524 in
consols, £2501 in cash, and £19,118 in outstanding loans, making &
total of £69 233, The assete of the 8ea and Coast Figherics Fund
consist of £19,189 in consuls, £16,006 in outstanding loans, and
#3586 in cash. These two funds, limited as they are, have conferred
considerable benefit to the comniry. Those who administer them
are doing in & small and feeble way what a native government wounld
do in A comprehensive and vigorous fashion, to the permanent advan-
tage of the whole country,

The Bociety for the Preservation of the [rish Langnage has issned
its report for the year 1890, and the progress made by it may be
judzed from the fact that over 1000 books more than the previous
year had been sold, During the year 1889 the [rish language was
taught in 5 of the National schools, and nearly 1000 entered for
public examination io it, The Bociety’s efforts have been rewarded
with an encouraging degree of success notwitkatanding the great
difficulties they have to contend with.

Father Humphreys, of Tipperary, writes :—" Colonel Caddell js
reported to bave said in the Cork Court House that he waa ylad to
have an opportanity of contradicting on oath the statemeat that he
had pat oot his tongue at me in New Tippsrary on May 26 last, The
court house was burnt down the day sfter, and no wonder, ¥The
wonder is that every court bouse in Ireland has not been burnt down,
1 beg to state trat the allegation which Colonet Caddell has made on
oalh is falge, He did pnt ont his tongue at me in derision on the
occasion mentioned, 1 charged bim on the spot with haviag done
8o, and he did not dare deny it.”

The O'Gorman Mahon has just completed his 88th year. It was
bis custom to celebrate his birthday on the 12th March by inviting
some of his colleagues to dine with him. One of them once asked
him how old he was—' Ah, my boy,” 8sid ke, “ that i3 one of the
things I have had time to forget.” He is six years older than Mr
Gladetone, and entered the House of Commons two years before the
Liberal leader, The warmest friendship exists between the two
gentlemen, and the divine attribute of perpetual youth seems to be
theire, Old age, however, is leaving its mark on the O'Gormsn
Mahon, and of late his health bas not been good. He was unable to
attend the Bt Patrick’s Banguet in Loundon, and had to content him-
velf, like Cardinal Manning, with an apology.

The Goveroment has estublished a mew schema of colleges for
the training of Natioual school teachers, removing the ineqaalities
in the treatment of denominational and undenominational colleges,
and placing all alike on the same footing. Under the new scheme
fixed grants are given in all the colleges (Marlborough strest in-
cloded) of £50 a ysar for males and £25 a year for females, besides
& diploma boous of £10 for males and £7 for females for each year
of training, on reward of the diploma for training after a proba.
tionary service of two years in the actusl work of teaching. If the
zew scheme should yield a surplus the surplus will ba applicabls to
echolarships, prizes, and other educational matters connected with
the colleges. Under the new scheme also the Government will enb-
stantially make a gift to the heads of the denominational colleges of
the value of the coliege buildings,

4 correspondent, writing from Doogort, Achill Tsland, says :—
Lady Zetland shook hands with some of the old women who came to
the front to welcome her, The dwellings occupied by the people are
eonstructed in such a way that the intericr is absolutely dark, and ae
ker Excellency nod Misa Baltour stepped into the first cabin they
met, it wag sore time before they discovered that beside them, in a
corper next the door, lay a cow, At the fire sat an old man almost
blind with age, and 1t was intimated that his wife had recently died,
and that be was alone in the world, Thete were no articles of fur-
piture in the apariment save a little dresser, & block of wood on which
be pat, and a few boards fix:d into the wall, A pile of o0ld rags de-
moted that this bench served as a bed. Lady Zetland asked him Y
some duentions, and his anewers in Irish were interproted, Hg gould

not tell what age he was, except that be remembered certain natives
of the isiands whom he bamed and who died many years ago,

8ir Thomas F'. Brady, Inspector of Irish Fisheries, han issued the
fourth snnual report relating to the fund subscribed for the relisf of
distress in Ireland in 1886, which fund was banded to Bir Thomas
for distribution, The plan chiefly followed with regard to the fumd
was the issuing of small loans to poor paople,and making free grante
where it appearad that the persons ware in circamstances too reduced
to give wnch prospect of repayment. Over 400 waparate cash loams
were issued, some of which were to snable harvest man to go %o
England and Scotland, aad 8ir Thomas bears testimony that tee
repayments have been, on the whole, very punctoal, Io the ¢ass ot
loans to barvest men, every shilling, with intersst at the rate of &}
per vent, has been repaid, The sums repaid are lent to other nesdy
people, and in this way the fand has bean a great boon by eoabling
porsons in poor circumstances to keep out of the hands of the " Gom-
been men,” The numbar of open cash loans at the end of 1690 was
368, amounting to £613 8a 44.

A representative of the Press Association has interviewed Mr
M'Oarthy with reference to tbe latter published by Mr Parnell, in
which the latter throws upon his political opponents the responsibi-
lity of not responding to a proposal of his with reference to the relief
offitbe evicted tenants. Mr M‘'Osrthy says it is quite true that in
reply to a communication from Mr Parcell he wrote to him :—* Yon
have made & practical proposal with which I am glad to desl.,” Bat
Mr M‘Carthy says Mr Parnsll has sntirely ignored the remainder of
his letter, which read as follows : —* I could not without the ssnction
of my party make any final arrangement, but I am wiliing that sny
dum actually needed for the present waats of tenants should be re.
leased nnd shonld be entrusted by you and me to Mr J, F, X, (’Brien
and Mr Clancy for distribution, No time would thos be lost, and no
delay in the relief of the tenants interposedgpending mome definite
and final settlement of the question.” Mr M'Carihy has not yet
received any reply to thia letter of March 2, and he adda that his
latter bearing on the same subject, which was published yesterday in
some of the Irish newapapers, was not a reply to that of Mr Parnell,
but had been written and poeted before the latter was published,

Bpesking in the Rotunda, Mr T, Harrington, M,P., in the course
of his address, the greater part of which was devoted to an attack
on the Irish hierarchy, said with reference to the recent Parliamen.
tary vacancy io Cavan, that ‘the biskop of the diocese in which
Cavan is refosed to receive Mr Enox because he was a Protestant.
He was very uncomfortable, -and said that they wanted a Outhelio
for that Catholic constituency. Thess wers facts that came to his
(Mr Harrington's) knowledge at the time, snd he thought that
ia was abont time that they should come before the Irish people.
After a while the bishop gave way, and Mr KEnox was elected.”—
Mr E. F. V., Knoz, M.P,, writes :—~There is one aspect of Mr
Harrington's statement which it ia well to notice, The London
Timas, which wonld pot before the pledge-breaking began give much
apace to Mr Harrington's speeches, was carefal to report his apeech
in the Rotunda. The editor waa doabtless aware, as Mr Harrington
was aware, of the injary which may be done to the canse of Home
Rale by such speeches, The Iriah people have tried to show thelr
religions tolerance by returning, perhaps, an undue proportion of
Protestant Home Bulers. Mr Harringion wishes to remove all effect
which those retarns had upon Enoglish opinion, by represanting that
Protestant membera were forced npon the people in facs of the oppo-
sition of bishops avd priests. Hia conduct is only of a piece with
the conduct of the whole faction from Mr Parnell downwards, Now
that it is clear they cannot rule they try to rin, acd if in any csse &
Home Buler is defeated in Gireat Britain as a consequence of Pat-
nellite efforts to create prejudice against the Home Bule canse, they
chuckle to think of the ruin they have wrought,”

On 8unday, April 5, the censas for great Britain and Ireland for
the deeade '81-'9 waa taken, and will, ag far as Ireland is concerned ,
undoubtedly show & 8ad diminution of the population. Ten years
ago that conntry had a popualation of 5,144,983 per..ns. To-day it
is estimated that the mumber will £all in or about 500,000 short of
that figare. Not for the past three decades has there been anything
like such an enormons decrease, It waes only equalled, and bot to
a comparatively small extent surpassed, in the period immeditely
Iollowing the famine when in the course of ten short years the conntry
lost npwards of 700,000 inhabitantds. Every census taken for the
past forty vears show a steady falling off in the population, and, con-
trasting the foar latter periods, it wonld be found that between ‘51
and ‘Gl the decrease was 726,058; hetween '61 and '71, 390,236 ;
between '71 and '81, 253,196, and between '81 and '91, 493,692,
With the exception of the latter figurea the others have been taken
from the censue reports, and with regard to the Iast these are based
on the quarterly estimates furnished to the Begistrar-Genersl and
may be presumed to be substantiaily correct. To the officials in the
Registrar-Geoeral's office is entrunted the work of arranging, tabulat-
ing, and summarising the returos. In this they are sssisted by an
indoor ataff consisting of 100 boy copyists, and §0 men and 10 woman,
¢clerks, with an outside staff of 25 men and 25 women clerks, On the



