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the macrilegiona pride of the Emparor Napoleon have had their infer-
nat connterpart in the whisperings of Mrs O'Shea—-sent is & punish-
ment on Irish offanders against the Hly S8se—whose transgressions,
according to the London Zadlet, Hesven could vot condeseend
directly to visit—a full measure of jnstice needs;a much wider ex‘ea-
sion of the penal eff-cte. Theeo efecty, indeed, mustfbe it ia quar-
ters in which the /ablet wouldl witness them with dismiy, The
Tablet, in fact, makes an accusation, and, to put it plainly, denounces
damnation in a case, that, if his arraignment and sentence are troe,
constituted & very grave and wide-spread scaudal. All Eaoglish-
speaking Oa'holicism, iu short, with the exception of the anti-Irish
soction of Catholieiam in England, which tha Tublet so appropriately
and virolently represents is compromised in the matter, To be con-
sistent, ou¢ contemporary must also rejoice to see the devil let looge
against it. Aud, indeed, to use s komely but expressive phrase, we
would not put it past him,

@olomal Hotes,

No one can complain that the speech delivered by the Governor at
the opening of Parlisment on Tharsday, the 11th inst, was an empty
one. On the comtrary, it contained a long and highly debateable
programme: The opening up of Crowa lande, the acquisition of
Native lande for settlement, the repurchasing of privats estates,
development of the mining industries, reform of the direet taxation,
reform of the Legislative Council, an important poatal change, bills
for consolidating and amending the law relating to electors and elec-
tions, nnd for completing the abolition of plural voting ; for classify-
ing and improviog the civil service ; for amending the law affecting
gold mining, and the working of our coal fields; for altering and
consolidating the law of bankruptey ; for defining the law of libsl ;
for amending the laws relating to companies and to juries ; for fixing
the liability of promoters and the directors of companies; and for
conmolidating and cedifying the criminal law, as well as other bills
dealing with matters of public interest, and, though last, not least—
perbaps, indeed, most important of all, s bill providiog for the estab-
lishment of boards of conciliation snd courts of arbitration, to deal
with industrial disputes, Verily the list i a full and goodly one,
The specch also contsined an enigma: “ The clagticity of the
QOolany's resonrces has been again shown by a Further jncrease in the
alresdy remarkable volume of our exports,” said hia Excellency, and
yet, in the next breath, he had to deplore the unfortunate exodus of
population. How does it happen, then, that money is flowing into
the Colony while the people are Howing out, and that the increass of
products geems inversely proportional to a reduwction iu the force of
producers ? The session, however, it we may jadge from the Gover-
nor's speech, bide fair to be a busy one.

The Address-in-Reply was moved by Mr M'Guire, the new
Member for Egmont, and to whom an additional intereat attaches as
Bir Harry Atkinson's successor., His speech wae appropriate and
sonaible, ev.dently giving promise of a creditable Parlismentary
career. Mr Buick, a member of the labour party, was the seconder.
The motion was carried without unnecessary debate,

What does Mr Fisher mesa by that question of hig, if the Govern-
ment will introdoce Mr Pyke's Private School Bill, or some cognate
meagare? Are we to look upon Mr Fisher as a newly scquired ally !
If 8o he will be heartily welcome, and some of our opponents will be
& good deal mortifizd. Or can it bethat Mr Figher's motive is that of
embarrassing the Government, He has grievously taken to heart
bis rejection a3 Ohairman of Committess. He has in fact, publiely
threatened vengeance. “ Tue party in quite a gratuitous way hsaa
put upon me an affront,” he writes in a letter to a contemporary,
¥ and that affront the party will expiater There is Do nonsense
nbout me in a matter of this kind” Can it be that Mr Fisher's
intention ia to purish the Governmeni by forcing them to make a
declaration which will place themin a dilemma, obliging them either
1o sacrifice the support of the secularists or to imcur the neCcessary
oppoeition of the denominatiosal party? We do not know what Mr
Figher's meaning is, We hope it may not be sinister, but, if this ia
the manner 1n which he understands his parliamentary duties and is
prepared to [uifil them, all we cau eay, epeaking of conrse in a strictly
metaphorical and political kind of way, is, that be deserves to be
whipped at the tail of & cart, & good old punishment ressrved for
offenders of & p rticularly mean and despicabls type,

The Secretary of Blate sopports the Governor, as we szid he
would, in the matter of the appontments to the Legislative Council,
His reply iothat His Excellency acted strictly in aceordance with the
constitution of ths colony. He howerer, adds a saving clanse to the
effect that he cffers no opinion es to the action of the defeated
Ministry. We understand, nevertheless, that a Tory manosnvre
receives a necessary support from the head-quarters of Toryism.

Our contemporary, the &lsbe, makes a loud condemnation of &
proposal put forward by the U.8.8, Company for the formation of &
Mutual Benefit Hoclaty, of which the men at present in their employ-
ment should voluntari,y become members, but whoss membership
would be obligatory on all future employees, The propoeal un-
doubtedly does seem something lLike an attewpt oo the part of the
Company to obtaia an unfair hold on the men and to bind thers by
ties which it would he more diffioult for them to break. Bome of the
tules are of a nature that seems calcnlated to place the mambers more
in the power of their employers thaa they would otherwise be. It
way, for example, seom reasonabla to decree that a member shonld
be expelled for disorderly, drunken, or immoral condnet, bat the
epithet * disorderly "atleastiscapable of varions interpretations, That
& member shonld forfeit bis subscriptions and rights again, on lsav.
ing the service of tha company without the consent of the anthoritias,
teems a rather doubtiul requirement, It might be bet er for mea to
join societies where no such restriction wonld be placed upon their
liberties, and whose benefita would vot be bouad up with their con-
tinuance in any particular employment, The complaiot of the Globe,
moreovsr, to the effect tbat the interests of friendly rocieties are
threatened by this proposal seems justified. The men who subscribe
to the society in question, whether voluntarily or by compulsion, will
necessarily be lost to them, No doubt the Company mean well by
their project., It is, however, open to question as to whether any
mora peacefal solution of the labour difficulty 18 to be found in
sbackliag the working men even with gilded fotters, enpecially if it
be dote because they cannot belp themselves, We may doubt,
hesides, na to whether the Union Company have acted over wisely in
betrayiog the fear that this proposal certainly ssems to bespesk.

Now Zealand bids fair to leaven the colonies with fads. A Mr
J. M. Haslett, for instance, who has just been defeated in mo eloction
for the Zeshan district of Tasmania came forward as sn advocate of
education, fres, sccular, and compulsory, and of the nationslisation
of tha land, Mr Haslett's more sane pretensions were those of &
tepresentative of the mining interesta with which the district is especis
ally associated. Tasmania, however, does not seem aa yetripe for the
adoption of fads, and comsequently the more legitimate object suf-
fered, Mr Haalett appealed to his friends to teatify if he had not
slways employed the best men, and paid the highest wages in New
Zenland. Buch being the case it is a pity we lost him—and a man
or two, more or less, baset by fads could make no great difference to
us hare.

Lord Jersey, Governor of New South Wales, spoke a menajble
word or two during a visit paid by bim the other day to 8t. Ignatios’
College, Riverview, In replying to an addsress pressnted to him his
Excellency alladed pointedly to the nature of the educasion given in
the inatitation—* an education,” he #aid, *grounded on religion,
which is the foundation of all trae culture,

4 warning to burglars has cceurred nesr Sydney where a man,
supposed to have been & member of the brotherbood, was found the
cther moraiog smothered in & chimney, Some modification of sus-
picion is, however, possible, owing ta the fact that the chimney was
that of & refresbment room, into which ao unfortunate fellow might
bave been attempting an entrance to euse his hungez, Io any case
burglare had better try some safer way.

rr—

In alluding to an action recently tried in Melbourna the
Advocate agks a pertinent question or two :—* In the conrse of the
trial" saya ourcontemparary, * it wag suggested that the plaintiff bad
violated a Masonic rule in bringing his complaint bafore s civil
tribunal instead of before the Masonic lodge of which both parties
were members, Referring to that feature of tha case, Mr Jastice
Hodges said, in his summing up, tbat no matter bhow grosaly the
rales of the Masonic body were violated they could mot preveat say
man coming with & grievance to & coart of law, Of course not ; but
can the Masonic Lodge inflicta penalty on the offsnding member, and
i he amenable toits jurisdiction ! Has the Lodge the power to punish
him for exercisiog his civi! rights, and is he bound by oath or fear of
consequences to submit to ita decision? When it became known s
few years past that the Chinese had a court of their own, to which
disputea among themselves were carried for settlement, and that this
court inflicted fines on wrongdoers, there wass great oatcry agaioat
this imperium in imperio on a small scale, Is the same thing on a
somewhat bigher scals among Fresmasonas to be altogether overlooked !
The Chiness Court was regarded as s sign of alienation from the
omamon interests and an offsnes to our established institutions. The
Msacnic Court is an analogons case, and have thone wha censured tha
Chinamen nothing to say against the Masonat”

In view of the resolution of the labour party to fight their canse
in Parliament, a commities of employers, entitled the Elsotoral
Begistration Bociety, bas been formed in Melbonrne to securs that
the names of vote:s of the right clase are placed upon the rolle. The



