Friday, June 19, 1581

NEW_ZEALAND TABLET

11

pomick Listubit, proposed a resolntion and Thomsas Farroll seconded
it, sympathising with the evicted tensuts, and hoping to ses them
reinstated in their onece comfortable homes.

Monaghan.—A large meeting of the Committes of the
Clones Branch wus held recently, James Fitzpatrick, Dromara, in the
chair, the following resclution was passed unanimously :—That the
Cloaes Braoch of the Irish National League, owing to the action of
the Central Branch in sacrificing the best interests of the Irish
Natifn caugs to pander to the selfish ambition of Charles 8. Parnel),
hereBy savers ali further communication with that body and dissolvea
itself, and aecommends the former members of this branch to join the
only true National organisation at present existing in Ireland—viaz,,

the British National Federation fornded in this parish on Bt, Patrick’a
Day last.

‘Ty¥rone,—There has been an exceedingly large number of
sudden deaths in the Connty Tyrone within the past three months,

Beveral largely-attended and representative meetings have been
held in the County at which the preeent unbappy condition of
National politics was carefully and dispassionately discossed. The
decision in every instance wag dead agaioet the great * uncrowned,”
particularly at Stewartstown and Coalisland.

Waterford.—A woman named Coanolly, living in a hovel
on the Comeragh Mountains, has received an intimation from a Water-
ford solicitor that a sam of £2,730 had been lett her under the follow-
ing circumetances ~~Thirty years ago, a few days after the birth of a
danghter, her husband disappeared from the Comeragh district, and
WA never again heard of by her. A communication from a Catholic
clergyman residing at Brisbane states that Connolly, the missing man
wotked his way to Australia, and went to the Gold Fields, and having
amapsed about £5,000 in three years, was returning from Australia to
Ireland, when he was attacked by bushrangers and robbed of the
whole amount, Penniless he returned to the Gold Fields again, and
set towork once more. About two muntha ago be reached Brisbane
broken down in bealth. He was then on his way to Ireland, buat
died in a few days, leaving the above amonnt to hls wife, if alive,an

it not to his daughter, During his thirty years of voluntary exile he
never wrote a letter to his wife,

‘Wexford.— A whale 100 feet long and 23 feet 1n width wag
captured at Swanton Bank, Wexford. It was valued at £300, Two
Jouog fellowsjuamed Cogley and Wickham saw the monster fish first.

‘Wicklow,—On Bunday, 6th April, & meeting of the people
of Bathvilly and the sutrounding district wes held for the purpose of
promoting the National Federation. Mr Sheehy, M.P,, attended,

The Judge at recent Wicklow Assizes congratulated the Grend
Jury on the peaceful condition of the County. In referring to a case
ariging out of the Arklow street preaching, he stated that the extra

Ec;]ice and military brought into the town had cost the County
,000,

WHAT THE ARCHBISHOP OF MELBOURNE
THINKS OF IT.
—_———

(Daily Telegraph, 26th May),

A ©ooD deal of speculation was caused a day or two since by a
singalar and somewhat slipshod article published in a contempsrary,
charging it against Irish-Australians, as & body, that they are on the
dowa grade to belotage, through & slavish adherencs to toe teachings
of the Church of Rome. Archbishop Carr has too busy a life to
notice every guerilia attack made on s denominational citadel, ani
whea this one was brought under his notice he merely smiled as he
mads bimseelf acquainted with the positions adopted by this latent
and most envenomed asgailant of his Chmeh,

I do notregard this as at all a serious onslaught,"” he said,
“Farfromit. T think thatthig agnostic gentleman and Bishop Moor-
houge, while taking exactly similar stznds, both really sustain the
position of the Catholic Chutch, Far example, this critic makes it
a cbarge againet Catholics that they have to suffer a sort of social
ostracism as the penalty of an adherence to their faith, [f that be
true, and I do not deny but what it is partially so, it must be counted
to their credit, and to the discredit of those who impose it. Again,
be makes it an accusation that the Charch is ‘stationary,’ That is
the chief glory of the Church, so far ss it relates to her dcctrines,
because Truth 1g unchangeable, and the unchangeableness of the
Church is s ign of her infallible Truth.”

** Your Catholic Irish are charged, your Grace, with finding their
* sole moral sanction in the fear of eternal physcal torture ? "

* Yes, Ibad ooticed that, It is, of course, very far from being
true. No ome who knows the Catholic docirine conld have writ'en
that, It is quite true tbat the first moral sanction of the Catholic is
fear—the fear of God’s wrath-—of hell, *The fear of the Lord iathe
beginning of wisdom.' Bot it ia vaoly the beginniog, There is a
much higher moral sanction than this primary oze—one that leads
op to the pure love of God through tbe intermediate hope of a reward
inheaven. The love of God ie the highest of all moral sanctions.

Thbe fear of hell is the lowest. But they are all a part of the restrain-
ing force of the Church. Thin agnoetic’s premias is, therefore, utterly
unsound. and cons:quently all the reasoning based on sn unsound
premiss f1lla.”

1t is eaid, your Grace, that while all other religions are sx-
panding * the Catholic remains at a standstill $'”

“Quite 80 ; I had not overlooked that. That may be taken in
either of two senses. If he roeans that the Catholic Church is non-
progressive in the mesaning o extending the sphere of her teachiog
and influence, he is not correct as & matter of fact. I beliave the
Catholic Charch ir this colony, snd all the world over, is growing
more rapidly than any otber, Only this very day I was at West
Melbourne, where & sam of £5700 was subscribed for the extension
cf charch work in that subarb, Later on T was at the opening of a
church at Northoote, whera £500 wag subscribed for a similar pur
pose. Nearly every Bunday of the year I am called upon to perform
some similar work, where there are similar evidences of growth and-
vitality. We are everywhere establishing schools, as well as philen-
thropic and religious Ordera. In this sense the Oatholic Church is
very far indeed from beiog at & * stand-still,” Bat if he menns that
the doctrines of the Church are alwaye ihe same thea he is guite
right. And this is the Church’s greatest boasy and greatest glory,
Truth {s immutable aed nnchanging, Doctrines that change and
expand and progress cannot be trne.  One of the most certain signa
of error is its variabieness. And therefore in this sense the agnostio
critic is quite right when he says that the Catholic Charch is at &
standatill,”

* But &s to Lhe danger of helotege, your Grace 7 "

‘It is non-existeot, 8o far indeed from this being so the very
teverse is likely to be true, As to Catholics being excluded from
positions of influence on account of their faith, I am ioclined to
think that in thig the critic is correct. But this will not certainly
tell 1o their discredit or to their moral deterioration. On the con-
trary, it ia to the credit of their self-sacrifice that in the face of this
gocial penalty they have nnflinchingly maintained their faith in their
echiools and their religicn. I may go farther and eay that no church
which is not prepared to make a sacrifice in defence of ita principles
and faith can be considered worthy of the name of a chorch, Trials
of this sort inflicted upon any peeple, so far from being to them a
cause of demoralisation, will tend to strengthen their moral fibre,
bind them more closely together, and refine the dross of selfishness.
Iostead of having the effect of permanently reducing any pecple in
the social ecale, such an ordeal will give them greater strength and
stability of purpose aad character,”

“ It is stated that the Catholic people would gladly accept ths
Education Aet, but for the dietation of their priests?”

“Well, as to that, the clergy merely teach one of the dogmas of
their Churen in this matter of religicus edneation, No Catholic has
any opticn of belief as to what is his duty, The people themaslves
have given the most convincing proofs of their attachment to their
sehuols by the monetary sacrifices they have made to maintain them,
And these they are repeating every day, Nor is this peculiar to
Catholics of this colony, Where the people have a perfect choice yoa
wili find the Catholic prefers to have his owan school, and the Pro-
testant prefera his, It was said by this Irieb-Anstralian eritic that
separate schoola tend to sow divisions amongst the people, while a
common school for all would tend to build up harmony. This ie nok
borne out in Ireland. There is one province in Ireland, Ulster, where,
owing to the amall nomber of Catholics, it has not been found possible
to provide separate schools, There the Catholic children and Pro-
testant children all go to the same schoo!s. Bat this northern
province of Ireland is the only one where sectarian feeling runa bigh."

" As to the growing differentiation 7"

it 1 donot believe it existe, I have seen no proof of it. Rather
1 have seen many cheering evidences to the contrary in the goodwill
shown by Protestants to their Catholic feilow-colonists, In very
many of the matters I have had to do with in building charches,
schools, and even conviete, & considerable portion of the money has
come from generous and friendly Protestants, This tells directly
againat the differentiation theory and idea of future heiotage,”

At the mention of that charge of *eecret conspiracy,” and the
digtrast and swspicion engendered by the priests, the Archbishop
laughed a little, and then said :—

“ Well, you know it would be bard to disprove any allegationa
abaut what people think and feel, Bowme people, of course, may view
with snapicion everything that js said and done by Catholics ; but they
are such as are anxious to find cause of evil. Forany real suspicien,
generally felt, [ do not think it existe. Why should it ! Catholice
are always ready to take their part as citizens in the work and
expense of Government ; and certainly oo priest or layman can
desire to say or do anything that may interfere with the blessings of
peace. Thbis education question is not & Victorian one. Bishop
Moorhouse is fighting it iu Manpchester just 8a we are here. He
lately thaoked God for the grand act of self-denisl which the
Catholies had exhibited, and said he wae ready to beg from door to
door in the cause of religions education in the schools of Rogland.”



