
WHAT THE ARCHBISHOP OF MELBOURNE
THINKS OF IT.

(Daily Telegraph, 26th May).
A oood deal of speculation was caused a day or twosince by a
singular and somewhat slipshod article publishedin a contemporary,
charging it against Irish-Australians,as a body, tbat they areon thedown grade tohelotage, through a Blavish adherence to the teachings
of the Church of Rome. Archbishop Carr has too busy a life to
notice every guerilla attack made on his denominational citadel, and
whea this one wasbrought under his notice he merely smiled as he
mads himself acquainted with the positions adoptedby this latent
and most envenomed assailant of his Chuich.

"I do not regard this as at all a serious onslaught," he said."Far from it. Ithink thatthis agnostic gentlemanand Bishop Moor-
house, while taking exactly similar Btands, bothreally sustain tbe
position of the Catholic Chutch. For example, this critic makes it
a charge against Catholics that they have to suffer a sort of social
ostracism as the penalty of an adherence to their faith. If that be
true, and Ido not deny but whatitis partially so,it mußt be counted
to their credit, and to the discredit of those who impose it. Again,
he makes itan accusation that the Church is

'
stationary.' That is

the chief glory of the Church, so far as it relates to her dectrinps.i
because Truth is unchangeable, and the unchangeableness of tbe
Church is a sign of her infallible Truth.""

Your Catholic Irish are charged, your Grace, with finding their'sole moral sanction in the fear of eternal physical torture ?
""

Yes. Ihad noticed that. Itis, of course, very far from being
true. No one who knows the Catholic doctrine couldhave writ'en
that. It is quite true that «he first moral sanction of the Catholic is
fear— the fear of God's wrath— of hell. 'The fear of theLord is the
beginning of wisdom.' Bnt it is only the beginning. There is a
much higher moral saneion than this primary oce— one that leads
up to the pure love of God through tbe intermediatehopeof a reward
inhtav«D. The love of God is the highest of all moral sanctions.

The fear of hell is the lowest. But theyareallapart of therestrain-
ing forceof the Church. This agnostic'spremissis, therefore,utterly
unsound, and consequently all the reasoning based on anunsound
premiss fills.""

It is said, your Grace, that while all other religions are ex-
panding 'the Catholicremains ata standstill ? '""Quiteso;Ihad not overlooked that. That may be takenin
either of two senses. If he means that the Catholic Church is non-
progressive in themeaningof extending the sphere of her teaching
and influence,he is not correct as a matter of fact. Ibelieve the
Catholic Church ia this colony, and all the world over, is growing
morerapidly than any other. Only this very day Iwas at West
Melbourne,where a sum of £5700 wassubscribed for the extension
cf church work in that suburb. Later onIwas at the optning of a
church atNorthcote, where £500 wassubscribed for a similar pur
pose. Nearly every Smnday of the year lamcalled upon to perform
some similarwork, where there are similar evidences of growth and-
vitality. We are everywhereestablishing schools, as well asphilan-
thropic and religious Orders. In this sense the Catholic Church is
very far indeed from being at a "

stand-still." But if he means that
the doctrinesof the Church are alwayß the same then he is quite
right. And this is the Church's greatest boast and greatest glory.
Truth is immutable and unchanging. Doctrines that change and
expandand progress cannot be true. One of themost certain signs
of error \b its variableness. And therefore in this sense tbe agnostic
critic is quite right when he says that the Catholic Church is at a
standstill.""Butas to the dangerof helotage,your Grace ?

"
"Itis non-existenc. So far indeed from this being so the very

reverse is likely to be true. As to Catholics being excluded from
positions of influence on account of their faith,Iam inclined to
think that in this the critic is correct. But this will not certainly
tell lo their discredit or to their moral deterioration. On the con-
trary,it is to the credit of their self-sacrifice that in tbe face of this
social penalty they have unflinchingly maintained their faith in their
schoolsand their religion. Imay go farther andsay thatno church
which is not preparedto make a sacrifice indefence of its principles
and faith can be considered worthyof the nameof a church. Trials
of this sort inflictedupon any peeple, so far from being to them ft
cause of demoralisation, will tend to strengthen their moral fibre,
bind themmore closely together,and refine the droBSof selfishness.
Instead of having the effect of permanently reducing anypeoplein
the social scale,such an ordeal will give them greater strength and
stability of purpose and character."" It is stated that the Catholic people wouldgladly accept the
Education Act, but for the dictation of their priests1

"
" Well, as to tbat, the clergy merely teach one of the dogmas of

their Church in this matterof religicus education. No Catholic has
any optionof belief as to what is his duty. The people themselves
havegiven the most convincing proofs of their attachment to their
schools by the monetary sacrifices they have made to maintain them.
And these they are repeating every day. Nor is this peculiar to
Catholics of this colony. Where the peoplehavea perfect choice you
will find the Catholic prefers to have hi9own school,and the Pro-
testantprefers his. It was said by this Irish-Australian critic that
separate schools tend tosow divisions amongst the people, while a
commonschool for all would tend to buildup harmony. This is not
borne out in Ireland. There is oneprovince in Ireland,Ulster, where,
owing totbe small number of Catholics, ithas not been foundpossible
to provide separate schools, There the Catholic children and Pro-
testant children all go to the same schools. But this northern
provinceof Ireland is the only one where sectarian feelingruns high.""As to the growing differentiation ?"

"Ido not believe itexists. Ihave seen no proof of it. Rather
Ihave seenmany cheering evidences to the contrary in the goodwill
shown by Protestants to their Catholic feilow-colonists. In very
many of the mattersIhave had to do with in building churches,
schools, and evenconvicts, a considerable portion of themoney has
come from generous and friendly Protestants. This tells directly
against the differentiation theory and idea of future helotage."

At the mention of that charge of
"

secret conspiracy," and the
distrust and suspicion engendered by the priests, the Archbishop
laughed a little, and thensaid :—:

—
" Well, youknow it would be hard to disproveany allegations

abmt what peoplethink and feel. Some people,of course, may view
withsuspicioneverything that is saidanddone by Catholics ;but they
are such as are anxious to find causeof evil. For any real suspicion,
generally felt, Ido not think it exists. Why should it ? Catholics
arealways ready to take their part as citizens in the work and
expense of Government;and certainly no priest or layman can
desire to say or do anything that may interfere with the blessings of
peace. This education question is not a Victorian one. Bishop
Moorhouseis fighting it in Manchester just aa we are here. He
lately thanked God for the grand act of self-denial which the
Catholics had exhibited,and said he was ready to beg from door to
door inthe cause of religious educationin the schoolsof Hngland."
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OormickLiatnbit, proposeda resolutionand ThomasFarrell secondedit,sympathising with the evicted tenants, and hoping to see themreinstated in their oncecomfortablehomes.

Blonagfhail.— A large meeting of the Committee of theClones Branch washeld recentlj,JamesFitzpatrick,Dromara,in thechair, the following resolution was passed uDanimonsly -—That theClonesBranch ofthe IrishNationalLeague, owing to the action ofthe Central Branch in sacrificing the best interests of the IrishNat.on cause topander to the Belfish ambition of Charles S. Parnell,hereßy stversall farthercommunication with thatbody and dissolvesitself,andaecommends the formermembers of this branch to join theonly trueNational organisation at present existing in Ireland-viztheBritishNationalFederationfoundedin this parishon St. Patrick'sDay last.
Tyrone,— Tberehas been an exceedingly large number of■ndden deathsin the County Tyrone within thepast threemonths.Severallargely-attended and representative meetings havebeenheld in the County at which the present unhappy condition ofNationalpolitics wascarefully and dispassionately discussed. Thedecision inevery instancewas deadagainst the great "

uncrowned
"

particularly at Stewartstownand Coalisland.
"Waterford.— A womannamed Connolly, living ina hovelon theComeraghMountains, has receivedan intimation from a Water-fordsolicitor thata sum of £2,700 hadbeenlett her under the follow-mg circumstances.—Thirty years ago, a few days after thebirthof adaughter, fcer husbanddisappearedfrom the Comeragh district, andwas neveragainheard of by her. A communication from a Catholicclergymanresiding at Brisbanestates thatConnolly, the missing manworkedhis wayto Australia,and wentto the GoldFields, andhaving

amassed about £5,000 in three years, wasreturning from Australia toIreland, whtn he was attacked by bushrangers and robbed of thewholeamount. Penniless he returned to the Gold Fields again, andBet towork once more. About twomuoths ago he reached Brisbanebroken downin health. He was then on his way to Ireland, butdied ina few days, leaving theaboveamount tohis wife, if alive,anif notto his daughter. During his thirty years of voluntary exile henever wrotea letter to his wife.
"Wexiord.-A whale 100 feet longand 23 feet in width was

captured at SwantonBank, Wexford. It was valued at £300. Two
youDg fellows|named Cogley and Wickham saw themonster fish first-

"Wicfclo-w.—On Sunday, sth April, ameetingof the peopleof Bathvillyand the surrounding district was held for the purpose of
promoting theNationalFederation. Mr Sheeny,M.P., attended.

The Judge at recent Wicklow Assizes congratulated the Grand
Jury on thepeaceful condition of the County. In referring toa case
arising out of the Arklow street preaching, he stated that the extra
policeand military brought into the town had cost the County£ 7,000,
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